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CONSTITUTION. 



TITLE. I.— The name shall be **Tbb National Council or 
THB Eyanoelical Fbeb Ghubckes.*' 

The Chorohes oonstitating the local Connoils 
entitled to representation on the Naticmal Gonncil 
are the Congregational and Baptist Chorohes, the 
Methodist Churches, the Presbyterian Chorch of 
England, the Free Episcopal Chorohes, the Society 
of Friends, and such other Evangelical Chorohes 
as the National Cooncil may at any time admit. 

OBJECTS. II.~The object of the Katicmal Coandl shall be-^ 

(a) To facilitate fraternal interooorse and co- 
operation among the Evangelical Free 
Churches. 

(6) To assist in the organisation of local 
Cooncils. 

(c) To encourage devotional fellowship and 
mutual counsel concerning the spiritual 
life and religious activities of the Churches. 

(d) To advocate the New Testament doctrine 
of the Church, and to defend the rights of 
the associated Churches. 

(e) To promote the application of the law of 
Christ in every relation of human life. 

MEMBERSHIP. III.«*A11 local Councils formed in harmony with 
the principles of the National Council of the 
Evangelical Free Churches shall be entitled to send 
as many representatives— men or women— to each 
Annual Council as the Executive Committee shall 
from time to time determine. 

Every local Council shall be responsible for the 
payment of 5s. on behalf of each representative it 
sen^s to the Annual Council. 
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For the present, members — men or women — 
of Evangelical Free Churches may become personal 
members of the Annual Council on payment of the 
annual subscription of 5s., in such numbers as 
shall be from year to year determined by the 
Committee. 

COMMITTEE. IV.^(a) The Executive shall consist of fifteen 
ministers and fifteen laymen elected annually 
by the Council, together with the President, 
ex- President, past -Presidents, and as many 
Treasurers and Secretaries as the Council shall 
from year to year appoint. 



The Executive Committee thus constituted shall 
have power to co-opt additional members, not 
exceeding ten ministers and ten laymen. 

(6) The President of each Council shall be elected 
by the preceding Council on the nomination of the 
Chair acting on behalf of the Executive Committee, 
and shall enter upon his year of office at the first 
Session of the Council over which he presides. 

In case of the inability of the President to attend 
the Annual. Council, the ex-President, or^ in his 
absence, a past-President, elected by the Executive 
Committee, shall lead the open devotional exer- 
cises, and immediately after, acting on behalf of 
the Executive Committee, shall nominate a Presi- 
dent, who, on his election, shall forthwith assume 
the Chair and all its duties. 

Should any President die or be incapacitated 
during hlsyeaar of office, his place shall be taken 
by the ex-President, or, failing him, by any past- 
I^esident selected by the Executive Committee. 

(c) The Treasurers and Secretaries shall be 
elected by the Annual Council on the nomination 
of the Executive Committee. 

All vacancies in the office of Treasurer or Secre- 
tary that may occur in the interval of the annual 
meetings of the Goundl shall be fiUed by the 
Executive Committee. 

(d) The Executive Committee shall be elected by 
Iballot from persons nominated by the Executive 
Committee of the preceding year, or by not less 
than three representative members of the Council. 
These nominations must be made on the opening 
day of the Annual Council. 
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(e) In addition to the regular meetings of the 
Exeontiye Committee, the Committee may be 
fommoned at any time by the President, or on the 
requisition of ten of its members. 

CONSTITUTIONAL V.— Any amendment of the Constitution must be 
AMENDICBNTS. made either on the motion of the Ezeoutiye 

Committee cht on the motion of a representative 
member of the National Comicil. Notice of any 
such constitutional amendment by a representative 
member must be given to the GcNueral Secretary at 
least one month before the opening day of the 
Annual CounciL All proposed constitutional 
amendments must be presented in print to every 
member of the Annual Council on its opening day. 

NOTICES OF VI.— Suggested constitutional amendments and all 

MOTION. notices of motion must be approved by the 

Executive Committee as suitable for discussion 

before they can be presented to the Annual 

Council. 



ADDENDUM. 

At the Council of 1897, held in London, it was resolved— ** That the 
Treasurer's Statement be adopted and that the resolution reported from the 
Committee as adopted by it on June 28rd last, that * the minimum annual 
contribution from each local Council to the funds of the National Council be 
IOBm and that for each representative sent to the Annual Council there be a 
farther contribution of 5s.,' is confirmed by the National Council." 



DATES OF GENEBAL COMMITTEE MEETINGS. 



1903— WEDNESDAY, Mabch 25th. 
1908— MONDAY, May 25th. 
1903— MONDAY, Sbffember 28th. 

1903— MONDAY, Novbmbbb 80th 

1904— MONDAY, Fbbbuaby 8th. 
1904— MONDAY, Mabch 7th. 

NJ3. — ^The Committee ordinarily meets in the Board Boom, Memorial Hall, 
Farringdon Street, London, at 8 o'clock in the afternoon. 

The November Meeting will be held in Leicester. 

The March Meeting will be held in Newoastle-on-!?yne. 
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Z>r. PUBLICATION ACCOUNT for the 

£ B. d. £ s. d. 

To Stock at February 1, 1902 709 3 9 

„ Printing, Engraving, Cost of Paper, Binding, <&c. 3,162 8 10 

„ Office Printing and Stationery 51 14 

„ Carriage 91 5 6 

„ Postages 170 10 

,, Discounts paid 158 3 1 

„ Salaries 491 10 

„ Bent, Bates and Taxes 114 15 

„ Advertising 29 18 8 

„ Bad Debts written off 14 14 3 

„ Boyalties 289 15 10 

4,574 15 2 

Balance carried to Balance Sheet 213 16 8 

£5,497 15 7 



THE EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCHES, 



January 31, 1908. Cr. 



ASSETS^ 

£ s. d. £ 8. d. 
Bj Cash at Bank-- 

On Deposit Aeoonnt 1,900 

On Current Acoonnt 188 2 7 

2,088 2 7 

„ Sundry Debtors 1,458 10 1 

„ Office Furniture 307 16 7 

X«M Depreciation 46 3 6 

261 13 1 

„ Stock of PubUeations, Blodks, <&c 649 2 11 

£4,467 8 8 



Twelve Months ending January 81, 1908. Cr* 

£ s. d. 

By Sales Im^ Betums 4,580 12 4 

„ Advertisements 259 7 7 

„ Discount received 8 12 9 

,, Stock on hand, January 31, 1903 649 2 11 



£5,497 15 7 
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Br. BEVENUE ACCOUNT for th# 

£ s. d. 

To Deputation and Initial Ezpenseq 289 9 4 

„ Cironlating Library 80 15 2 

„ Special Grants to Federations as per oontra . • •• •• 745 O 

„ Annual Coonoil .. •• •• 249 10 

n Education Campaign •• , 1,170 2 4 

», Propaganda Gratis Literature •• 221 7 7 

„ Legal and Professional Expenses •• 21 ,0 

M Salaries of Office Staff, Missioners, &c * 3,172 16 j5 

„ General Mission Expenses, including Travelling Expenses 

ofMissioners 194 2 O 

„ Continental Services 38 8 O 

„ General Office Expenses.. ,, • 50 7 5 

„ General Council Expenses 119 2 6 

„ City Temple Coronation Service 20 10 8 

„ Stereo Columns to Newspapers, General and Educational. . 69 18 7 

„ Postages and Telegrams 189 10 

,, Bent, Bates, Taxes and Insurance 270 111 

„ Office Printing and Stationery 92 1 1 

„ Depreciation of Furniture 4686 

„ GirU' Guild Printing, Ac 19116 1 

„ Telephone Account •« 18 8 8 

£7,149 16 1 



THE EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCHES. 



Twelye Months ending January 81, 1903. Qx. 

£ 8. d. £ 8. d. 

ByDcmatioBsaadCkdleetioBs « 1,901 1 

„ Subscriptions 517 12 6 

„ Speetal Dooations for Qnuits to Federations ap 

pcroontra 745 

3,168 18 6 

„ AfiUiation and Delegates* Fees 592 6 

„ Personal Membership Fees 48 8 6 

,, Beeeipts from Missions 2,496 18 1 

„ Cit7 Temple Ck>ronation Service Collection 25 17 8 

„ Continental Services 880 

„ Interest on Deposit Account 88 19 1 

„ Balance carried to Balance Sheet 785 10 8 



£7,149 16 1 



EVAN SPICEB, 

Chairman of Finance Committee, 

AuDZTOBs' Certificate. — ^We hereby certify that we have examined the above 
Aoeoiint with the Books, Counterfoil Beoeipt Books, and Vouchers of the 
Coimeil, and find the same to be in accordance therewith. We have also 
Terified the Balances at the Bankers' on Deposit and Current Accounts. 

G^RABD VAN DE LINDE & SON, Auditors, 

Chartered Accountants, 



London, February 28, 1903. 
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EECEPTION 

BY THB 

MAYOE AND MAYOEESS OF BEIGHTON 
(Alderman and Mrs. J. C. Buckwkll, J.P.) 



On Monday evening, March 9th, the members of the Council, 
together with their hosts and hostesses, were hospitably enter- 
tained at a reception in the Royal Pavilion, Brighton, given 
by Alderman and Mrs. J. C. Buckwell (Mayor and Mayoress), 
who personally received the guests, and cordially welcomed 
the Council to Brighton. An Organ Recital was given in 
the Dome by Mr. John Dalling, L.R.A.M., followed by vocal 
selections. 



iBiQbtb Vlational Council 

OF THB 

Evangelical jftee Cbutcbes. 



TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 1903. 



MORNING SESSION. 

The Council assembled at 9 a.m., in the Dome. The Rev. 
W. J. Townsend, D.D., the retiring President, preached the 
Opening Sermon. 

THE PRIESTHOOD OP CHRIST. 
By the Rev. W. J. Townsend, D.D. 

** Haying then a great High Priest who hath passed through the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession." — ^Heiueuews iv. 14. 

The year which has rolled round since our last Council 
Meetings has been an eventful and strenuous one. Events of no 
ordinary kind have occurred in quick succession, and the strain 
of controversy and struggle has been intense. Sudden danger 
to the Sovereign of the realm when the revels of the Court and 
the nation were at the highest pitch ; when as by a voice from 
the Eternal Throne, king and people were recalled to sober 
reflection, and reminded that the coronation of a king and 
emperor was a function of responsibility and significance ; 
the passage of a measure through the Houses of Parliament of 
momentous bearing upon the future of the nation, which dealt 
with the most vital interests of the people, but which struck at 
the foundation principles of our Constitution and threatened 
the very existence of our Free Churches ; and further, the 
removal by death, in a startling manner, of some of our most 
trusted and revered leaders, men whose names had become' 
interwoven with our Free Church life and history, whose work 
was Indeed of international magnitude, great heroes of faith 
and intrepid soldiers of Ood — these things have brought us 

19 
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together this morning as those who have passed through the 
fitful dreams of an anguished night, and we are summoned under 
circumstances of peculiar solemnity to renew our confidence 
in the things which cannot be shaken and to nerve ourselves 
for the great battle of the ages against sin and error. 

This Epistle was written under somewhat similar circum- 
stances. In a time of distress and persecution, when men^s 
hearts were failing them for fear, when the very foundations 
of faith seemed to be shaking, when men were forsaking high 
ideals and losing cherished hopes, when they were timidly- 
stealing from the Christ to Ananias the Pontif , and from the 
Christian Church to the Jewish Temple, from the eternal sub- 
stance to the fleeting shadow ; then in a strain of lofty- 
eloquence, but carefully reasoned logic, the apostle called them 
back to Christ, to grip the truths which alone are the strength 
of a new humanity : " Having then a great High Priest who 
hath passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us 
hold fast our confession." 

We have " a great High Priest." This is the greatest fact of 
time. This is the old abiding foundation of human hope and 
salvation. This involves the redemption of man's soul, the 
purification and exaltation of his nature, the elevation of human 
society. This means truth, freedom, privilege, progress, because 
it means the driving out of sin and the universal establishment 
of righteousness and peace. Therefore the words "Having 
then a great High Priest." 

Priesthood rules the world. It does more — ^it rules the 
universe. It is as old as humanity. Since man sinned one 
undying yearning has risen, ever fresh in the human conscious- 
ness ; the race in every age and condition has nursed the desire 
for a great High Priest, and with outstretched hands has cried, 
" that I knew where I might find Him I " 

Nothing has been able to destroy this passionate cry of 
humanity, and of all the religions of the world Christianity 
alone is so far heir of all the ages as to fulfil the intense craving 
and need. 

It is true that the idea of the priest has been corrupted and 
befouled beyond all estimation, but the race has still clung to it 
with unabated firmness. Priests in their unspeakable infamy 
have done all they could to make their very name offensive to 
every one. Monsters of error like the priests of Baal or 
Moloch, Titans of vice like Pope Alexander VI., or Balthasar 
Cossa, fiendish persecutors like Torquemada or Dominic, bigoted 
tyrants like Hildebrand or Innocent III., and recreant zealots 
like Bonner or Laud : these are types of men repeated in the 
centuries who have debased the ideal and stamped it with the 
brand of hell. But in vain. With the infallibility of an 
instinct stronger than death, the race has recognised the fitness 
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and reality of this great I'evelation and risen upon the wings of 
a buoyant faith to hold it fast. So the apostle turned to it in 
this time of gloom, so the poets and prophets of time have sung 
and prophesied of it with rapturous ecstasy. So we turn to it 
now. We abhor the spurious abortion which Dante exposed, 
and Luther denounced, and over which Voltaire poured his 
vitriolic satire, but we accept joyfully the truth itself. The 
Divine ideal is real to us this morning, and the message from 
the Priest of the race sounds sweeter than the music of the 
spheres, ^^ I am the Living One, and I was dead, and behold I 
am alive for evermore." 

We have not priests^ but " a great High Priest." They are 
gone, the order was abolished on Calvary, their office was 
superseded and their virtue exhausted. No officialism, cere- 
monialism, symbolism now ; all these were swallowed up in the 
consuniniating priestly act of Christ on the cross of Calvary. 
Thus the hope of the race is consolidated, its faith indi- 
vidualised, its love is centred on " One great High Priest who 
is passed through the heavens." 

Consider the greatness of Jesus. Paul tells us He was made 
man. The Holy Ghost was the maker of that human nature. 
But He took the form of a servant and a bond slave. In the 
incarnation the will both of Father and Son were concerned. 
In the becoming flesh the active agency both of Son and Spirit 
were exercised, but as to His form, it was His choice. " He 
took on Himself the form of a servant." As He descended 
from the highest. He would stoop to the lowest. Therefore 
also there were no bounds to His service. " He became 
obedient even unto death, yea, the death of the cross." Awful 
necessity, cruel obligation. He emptied Himself of Divine 
splendours, dispensed with Divine honours, clutched not at 
preserving His equality with the Father. This meant eternal 
imion with our nature, even though it involved that He should 
wrestle in the wilderness and the garden with the Evil One, that 
He should endure the anguish of desolation by the Father on 
the cross, that He should pass into the darkness of the grave 
and the mystery of Hades. These, however, were temporary 
trials, preludes to victory and glory, to triumphant ascension, 
not above the grave only, but above the orders, the princedoms, 
the hierarchies of heaven until He passed them all and was 
enthroned King of kings and Lord of lords. That was the 
crowning of manhood, our manhood, the transcendent glory of 
the Eternal Son suffusing and transfusing that human nature 
He had taken into Himself until all the glories of heaven paled 
before it. The beloved disciple saw Him in the holiest place, 
and amidst the splendour of His presence recognised Him. He 
could only have known Him by love, but love can recognise 
when sense is blind. His eyes were as a flame of fire, befu^ing 
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with an infinite tenderness, and John knew them. They were 
the same eyes that looked on Peter when he fell, and which 
melted the heart of the robber on the cross. His countenance 
shone as the sun in its strength, so radiant was its gladness and 
quickening glow, and John beheld it as the same that beamed 
with compassion when Jesus cried, " Come unto Me, all ye that 
labour, and are heavy laden," the same that was wet with tears 
as He mused over the doomed city. His feet flamed with the 
purple glow of brass burning in a furnace, so translucent were 
even His feet with the Divine lustre, and they were the same 
feet which the woman of Capernaum washed with her tears 
and wiped with the long tresses of her hair, the same feet 
which John had seen pierced with the nails of the cross. It 
was the same body, the same man and manhood, transfigured 
with the infinite brightness, crowned with glory and honour, 
endowed with lofty attributes and shining with such fulness of 
life as to reveal to all the ranks of heaven what human nature 
could be when thus made the temple of indwelling Qod. 

'Let us, in adoringly thinking of the Deity of our Christ, 
think also with awe of His manhood. It is grand beyond a 
seraph's thought. It is such as can be associated with a Divine 
Person for all eternity. The Son of God could not take into 
Himself, nor could the Eternal Spirit create for the purposes 
of Salvation, anything but the supreme ideal of manhood, and 
Jesus gathers into Himself all the expansive and glorious per- 
fections that constitute Him the Head of all principality and 
power, the first in order of all creation. 

The ground and reason for this commanding and all-com- 
prehensive manhood of Jesus lies in the necessity of His 
priesthood. He became man that He might be a priest. His 
incarnation meant mediation, atonement, redemption, the 
retrieval of the Fall, and the exaltation of a sinful race in 
purity and holiness. If He were to be a priest He must of 
necessity be a man,' partaker of the race He came to save, and 
if a man, then %ucli a man. The Man of Sorrows, the Evangel 
of wisdom and love, the Sufferer of Isaiah and the Evangelists, 
and also the Man crowned with glory and honour in the 
Apocalypse. He must partake of our nature. He must stoop 
to our depth of misery. He could only save the lowest by 
stooping to the lowest ; He could only save all sorts and con- 
ditions of men by fulfilling the universal lot ; He could only 
help them to victory over their foes by winning the victory 
Himself beforehand ; and He could only become the Prince 
and Saviour of the race by offering Himself as a propitiation 
for their sins and thus become " the merciful and trustworthy 
High Priest," once presented in sacrifice and ever since the 
Representative and Intercessor for man, the fountain alike of 
justifying and sanctifying grace to every believer. 
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It is the one essential duty of pnesthood to offer sacrifice, 
involying also consequent interce^ion. For thousands of 
years the whole human race had been educated to the concep- 
tion that it was only through a Divine sacrifice that perfect 
Koion with Gk>d was possible for man. Of all the great 
religions of the world it is the Christian Church alone which 
is so far heir of sdl the ages as to fulfil the dumb, dim expecta- 
tions of mankind. As our great High Priest, Jesus does this. 
As Dr. Fairbaim has said : ^* The Son of Ood holds in His 
pierced hands the keys of all religions, explains all the factors 
ol their being, and all the persons through whom they have 
been realised.'^ 

Out of His priesthood there comes a combination of qualities, 
graces, virtues, attributes, so comprehensive and glorious that 
tiiere is found in Him whatever human nature needs in its 
shame and abasement to exalt it to the divinest ideal and to an 
unspeakable perfectness. Whatever man needs, longs for, 
aspires after, can be satisfied with, can be transfigured into, to 
all eternity, that is gathered up, concentrated and condensed in 
Christ, called therefore " a great High Priest." 

The moral universe is, in fact, sunmied up in Him, organised 
through Him into perfect unity and solidarity of righteousness 
and beauty through the eternal ages. 

Because of the grandeur and f ul^ess of His Priesthood, Jesus 
the Son of God has "passed through the heavens." Paul tells 
us that " He has ascended far above all heavens that He might 
fill all things " ; that He is " far above all rule and authority, 
and power and dominion, and every name that is named not 
only in this world, but in that which is to come." The words 
are dark with excess of light. The head swims when we try 
to realise them. The mind is dazzled with the overwhelming 
glory. *^ Through the heavens.''' He must needs pass' through 
them, because we are told He "was made higher than the 
heavens." " Whatever heaven is higher than all the rest ; 
whatever sanctuary is holier than all that are called holies; 
whatever place is of greatest dignity in all those courts above, 
mto that place did He ascend, where in the splendour of His 
Deity He was before He took upon Him humanity." * 

It is an inspiring thought — He, the child of Bethlehem, the 
carpenter of Nazareth, the young teacher of Gtedilee, the 
cmcified of Calvary, the prisoner in Joseph's tomb, has 
passed through the heavens^ has gone above them all, they 
are subject to Him, they own Him loyalty, they render Him 
service, they offer Him adoring worship as Eling of kings and 
Lord of lords. 

Because He has gone " through the heavens," and is " above 
all heavens," He can observe all, can control all, can maintain 
* Peunon, " Exposition of the Gzeed." 
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order, harmony, equipoise in all. He can administer all. 1 
forces of nature, the ministers, agents, instrumentalities of i 
intelligent universe are in His hand ; their inspiration, <iir 
tion, efficiency, all flow from Him. The whole universe coliej 
in Him, and all things must imperatively and universally wo 
out the counsels of His will. 

Therefore^ this is the secret of faith, the source of hope, t\ 
spring of devotion ; " therefore, having a great Higrh Priee 
who hath passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of Goc 
let us hold fast our confession." " Our confession." It is nc 
our confession of faith in Christ as a personal Saviour I speaJ 
of here. That goes without saying. We are here this morning 
as a spiritual incorporation ; a compact body in Christ ; t 
living Church impacted in our Head ; we stand with ar 
experience, with a history, with a commission, and with a 
future. 

We stand for the freedom and spirituality of Christianity ; 
not in bonds, degraded by an earthly head, or controlled by 
a temporal parliament, the sport of party and the tool of 
coteries and cabinets. A Church free from rules and 
decisions of earthly councils, free to choose, appoint, and 
order ministers, agents, forms of worship, hymns of praise, 
and prayers of devotions, owning no allegiance save to Him, 
the exalted "High Priest who hath passed through the 
heavens." 

*Our confession is purely spiritual. We, like the writer of 
this Epistle, have burst the withs and degrading entanglements 
of forms, ceremonies, rituals, localities, and belittling obser- 
vances. We have passed into the realities, the substances, and 
foundation truths of the spiritual universe as they are embodied, 
expressed, communicated by Jesus, the Son of God, Alpha and 
Omega, substance and essence of all ordinances, laws, and 
priesthoods, the one Friend of sinners, and the one great High 
Priest of the race. 

" Seeing then we have a great High Priest," that is the pivot 
of the text, " let us hold fast our confession." The signs of the 
times may be discouraging, there may be a lowering of national 
ideals, there may be reaction and retrogression in public move- 
ments ; political principles may be loosely held, and error may 
be rampant. After the great march of progress which con- 
ferred civil and religious liberty upon the nation, and gave to 
the masses the franchise and cheap bread, it is saddening to 
trace a backward sweep in our public and national life and 
spirit. A feeling akin to that pathetic, weird, seer-like despair 
which came to Carlyle and Ruskin, which tinged at times the 
writings even of Paul and John, comes over us when we see 
clouds lowering around us. The outlook would drive us to 
madness but for this : " We have a great High Priest who 
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hath passed through the heavens/' This saves ns from wreck 
and despair. The vision of Christ, " a merciful and trustworthy 
High Iciest," gives us faith and confidence. He is on the 
throne, He guides the destinies of the universe, He steers the 
ship majestically and successfully through the maddened waters 
of controversy and opposition, and He will bring it to the 
desired haven. This is our faith, the faith of our fathers, of 
the noble heroes of all time, and we will grip it firmly, 
knowing that because Ood is God the truth shisdl prevail. 

" Hold fast." The battle may be severe and the issue may 
seem sometimes to be long deferred and even doubtful. But 
remember, every form of wrong and evil has to be beaten out 
and can only be so by them unfolding all their power, subtlety, 
and resources. Only when they do this can the forces of 
righteousness be displayed in all their energy and victorious 
beauty. Not one stronghold of error can be left unattacked 
or undestroyed. The deepest evils can only be demonstrated 
by having their day of opportunity and development. Just 
now all tiie forces of evil seem to be rallying for a supreme 
efiEort to dethrone the Christ and defeat the truth, but our 
confidence must abide firm. Christ has passed ^' through the 
heavens '' that '^ He xnight subdue all things.'' There is not an 
enemy in the universe that shall not be defeated, not a refuge 
of lies that shall not be uncovered, not a trick of subtlety tlmt 
shall not be exposed, not a weapon of violence that shall not be 
destroyed, not a resource of sin that shall not be exhausted. 
"His enemies He will clothe with shame, but on His head 
shall His crown flourish." 

Therefore, " Let us hold fast our confession." We stand for 
the kingdom of (Jod, which " is righteousness, peace, and joy 
in the Holy Ghost." As Free Churches we have witnessed 
this for three hundred years. Our fathers bore testimony 
foithfully amidst storm and strain manifoldly worse than we 
have to face, but their faith wavered not. They believed that 
Gk)d had not wasted the priceless treasure of His Son, nor 
staked the future of His kingdom on an experiment which 
Satan would be able by subtle malice to frustrate. They knew 
that the victory of Christ was sure, and that the kingdom of dark- 
ness must lie prostrate by and by, beneath the Redeemer's feet. 

Their faith never wavered, nor must ours. Our confession 
must be firm, strong, unshaken, because we have " a great High 
Priest who hath passed through the heavens." Because He 
did this He can subdue all things unto Himself. Masterful 
though evil seems at times, its worst pressure has been met and 
broken. Christ has overcome it, and it can have universal 
mastery no more. Christ says, "Behold I make all things 
new,'^ and if we are true and faithful soon will appear the new 
heavens and the new earth in which dwelleth righteousness. 
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INDUCTION OF THE NEW PRESIDENT, 
Rev. Jambs Travis. 

At the conclusion of the sermon, the outgoing President 
(Rev. W. J. TOWNSBND, D.D.) addressed the Council. They 
had a duty to fulfil that morning, he said, that had not hap- 
pened to them previously in their history. Twelve months ago 
it was his honour and very great pleasure to nominate for the 
Presidency of the Council their dear and revered friend. 
Dr. Parker. If they knew the pleasure that their election 
of him to the oflBce beforehand gave him during the portion 
of the year that he lived, as he and some others on the platform 
knew, they would rejoice with him that they took that step, 
and that before he went hence he had this great proof of the 
love and confidence of all the Free Churches of England. Now 
he was thankful, on behalf of the Executive, to lay before them 
an honoured name that he thought they would receive with 
unanimous approval. The Rev. James Travis, of the Primitive 
Methodist Connexion, had proved himself, for a long generation, 
a diligent, efficient, and much-revered Christian worker in 
every department of ministerial and Church work. He had 
held every office of honour that his own denomination could 
bestow upon him, and he had honoured every office to which 
he had been promoted by the able administration of its arduous 
duties. He came before them that morning commended not 
only by the unanimous suflErages of his own denomination, but 
by the goodwill and strong affection of all the churches that 
made up their great organisation. In the name of the Executive 
he had the greatest confidence and pleasure in nominating the 
Rev. James Travis to be the President. 

The motion was accepted unanimously. 

Addressing the new President, Dr. Townsend assured him 
that, although the office was one of great responsibility, it might 
become, as it had been to himself, a time of great privilege 
and of very great happiness. He would have a secretary 
loyal and faithful, and ready to help him, and comrades 
more true and brotherly than one could almost conceive 
possible. 

Mr. Travis thanked Dr. Townsend for the generous way 
in which he had introduced him to the Council. If, he 
said, he could only think himself worthy of all that he 
(Dr. Townsend) had said respecting him, that thought 
would steady his nerves and brace him for what was before 
him. Mr. Travis then proceeded to deliver the following 
address : — 
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PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS. 

Dbar Fathers and Brbthren, — I thank yon most sin- 
cerely for accepting me as your President. I cannot claim to 
have either the gifts, or the culture, or the commanding 
position of the distinguished men who have passed this chair, 
but I am not behind any of them in desire to serve you ; and 
if you will help me by your sympathy and prayers, as I believe 
you will, I am not without hope that I shall leave the chair 
with memories of some service rendered to the great cause 
which lies so near our hearts. Many of our comrades have 
gone hence since our last meeting, but two of them — ^the Rev. 
Hugh Price Hughes, M.A., and the Rev. Dr. Joseph Parker — 
are most prominent in our thoughts to-day. How much this 
Council owes to the leadership of Mr. Price Hughes, and how 
much Christendom owes to the preaching of Dr. Parker, no one 
but our Divine Lord can tell. We feel their loss most acutely, 
but we have this comfort — ^that their God is our God, and He is 
saying to us, " As I was with them, so I will be with you : I 
wUl not fail you, nor forsake you. Be strong and of a good 
courage." 

It is ten years since this Council became a public institution. 
Many good people thought at that time that it was intended to 
be a political rather than a religious movement, and refused to 
give it their blessing ; but it soon became evident that neither 
political, social, nor ecclesiastical ambitions entered into the 
motives of those who, under God, originated this Federation. 
Its true genesis was in a desire for a closer fellowship and a 
more perfect edification of the Churches, with a view to more 
united and more effective efforts to evangelise the people, and 
to establish the kingdom of God in tiie earth. Ajid the 
Council has been true to the spirit of its birth. It is beyond 
question that, above all and before all, its work has been 
spiritual. 

There were others who feared that the new departure would 
foster denominational indifference, if not denominational dis- 
loyalty, but these ten years have demonstrated that fidelity to 
this Council does not make us less Presbyterian, or less Con- 
gregational, or less Methodistic, but that it makes us more 
catholic, and therefore more Christian. This wider fellowship 
in worship and in service has extended the horizon of our 
spiritual vision, deepened and broadened our Christian 
sympathies, enriched our religious experience, and banded 
us together to serve the interests of the Church and kingdom 
of Christ in ways which would have been impossible in 
isolation. There is enough in our history to save us from 
self-complacency, yet sufficient to inspire us to thank God and 
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to take courage. We venture to say that much of ourpreachingr 
is more constructive, more definite, and more vitally evangelical^ 
and that the general life of many of our Churches is more 
catholic, more alert, and more active than ten years ago, while 
the union of stately Presbyterians, orderly Congregationalists^ 
cautious Baptists, and fiery Methodists in worship and in work 
has impressed the world with the real oneness of Christian life 
as perhaps nothing else has done for generations. This witness 
of catholicity and unity was never more important than no-w, 
when we are in the presence of a startling revival of clerical 
arrogance and exclusiveness, which we had fondly hoped was 
on the wane. We must continue this witness, or we shall 
share the responsibility of delaying the answer to the great 
prayer of our Lord for the oneness of His Church. 

No fair-minded man can now say that this Federation is a 
political organisation or an appendage of any political party, or 
that it tends to denominational disintegration. We fearlessly 
and gratefully proclaim that the dominating purpose of this 
movement is neither political, nor social, nor ecclesiastical 
ascendancy, but to save the sotils and the lives of the people, 
and to permeate every department of our complex human life 
with the righteousness, peace, and joy of the kingdom of God. 

At the same time, the Council has always declared that if the 
rights of Free Churches, or the interests of public morality, 
social justice, or national righteousness demanded political 
action, it would not hesitate to ask its friends to take the field, 
not as sectaries or as political partisans, but as Christian citizens. 
Hence we have been engaged in a fierce fight against one of the 
most reactionary and unjust Parliamentary measures of modem 
days. We have had against us in Parliament Conservatives, 
some of whom had no love for the education policy of the 
Government, but responded to the crack of the party whip 
sooner than face their constituents ; we have had against us 
Liberal Unionists, following a great leader who not long ago 
was a distinguished champion of Disestablishment, unsectarian 
education, and complete religious equality for all Churches and 
all citizens ; we have had against us Irish Nationalists, who in 
obeying the call of Cardinal and Bishops to come over and 
help Anglicans and English Catholics to " triumph over Non- 
conformists," ought not to have forgotten that Nonconformists 
were in the forefront of the battle for Catholic emancipation ; 
we have had against us privileged and irresponsible Peers, 
following privileged and irresponsible Bishops, who were afraid 
to trust the laity even when trained by their own clergy ; we 
have had against us a Cabinet bound hand and foot to Convo- 
cation by an arrangement or understanding which common 
people call a bargain ; in a word, we have had arrayed in 
opposition all the forces which the clerical parties in the 
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Anglican and Roman Catholic Churches could muster both in 
and out of F^liameni We have not been able to defeat the 
measure or to secure its amendment in any vital point. It has 
passed into law, on th^ whole, in a worse form from the citizen 
point of view than as first explained by Mr. Balfour. We 
tender our acknowledgments to editors, to contributors to the 
Press, to liberal-minded Anglicans, to members of both Houses 
of Parliament, and to all others who have stood for the rights 
of citizenship, not forgetting the grasp and alertness of Mr. 
Bryce, or the brilliant defence and statesmanship of Mr. Lloyd 
George. We have been repulsed, but we have some compensa- 
tion. The fight has helped to rouse the country from a deadly 
and dangerous torpor which threatened national decay, and we 
have gained experience which will be of service in the cam- 
paign that is before us. We have been repelled, but not van- 
quished. We are still in the field with unwavering faith in 
the righteousness of our cause, and with unabated confidence 
of ultimate victory. 

We are not fighting for reprisals, or for loot, or to put our 
hands into the public purse for the support of Nonconformity. 
We object to be taxed for Anglicanism and Romanism, as we 
would object to Anglicans and Romanists being taxed for Free 
Ohurchism. We are not afraid of paying for education. The 
cause of national education has been hampered for thirty years 
by constant appeals in the name of religion to the most sordid 
instincts of humanity. The bogie of the burden of rates has 
been continually held up to prevent the creation of School 
Boards and the erection of Board schools by parties who are 
responsible for this Act, which extracts the last possible penny 
from the pockets of the ratepayer. This policy, which the 
brave Bishop of Hereford said some people would call " a game 
of grab," has been so completely embodied in this Act that if 
the foundation managers make one purse, and put into it all 
that they will receive from the rents of teachers' residences, 
&om portions of school fees, and from what the Prelate just 
named called the confiscation of endowments given to the poor, 
they will have suf&cient to meet all demands, and have money 
to spare for the erection of new schools or the rebuilding of old 
ones. That is the much-lauded self-sacrifice of Anglicans in 
loaning their schools for secular education in return for the 
priceless privilege of having their own creeds taught by public 
servants at the public cost, and without any effective public 
control. This policy, especially after what has been called '' the 
wear and tear trick," will appear to many people more like a 
raid on the public purse than an act of disinterested benevo- 
lence for the promotion of education. Our answer is — ^We are 
ready to pay our share to rent or to purchase existing schools 
or to provide new ones, but we will not sell our birthright 
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for a meds of pottage or muzzle our consciences to save otu* 



An Act of this kind is not necessary to secure what has 
been called definite religious instruction, though this has 
been repeatedly urged, and sometimes in such a way as to 
tend to create a suspicion that Free Churchmen were in- 
different to religious teaching. We call history to witness 
that Nonconformists saved the spiritual life of England, and 
Nonconformists will have to save the Protestantism of England, 
for the Anglican Church, which once boasted that it was " the 
bulwark of Protestantism,** has become the home of emissaries 
of Rome, and the Bishops are indifferent, or unsympathetic, or 
helpless. Definite religious instruction could be given by the 
agents and at the cost of the various denominations if we had 
a system of unsectarian national education. But that is not 
wlutt the clerical party want. They wish to have the education 
of the children of the nation in their own hands, and this Act, 
to a large extent, gives them what they desire. 

We hold that it is the right of the parents, not of trust deeds 
or of parish priests, to determine the character of the religious 
teaching given to their children. And if this Act had given 
the parents the power to assert that right and the opportunity 
to secure their wishes, there would have been an end to the 
bitterness of this controversy. But the Act, instead of doing 
this, strikes at the roots of constitutional government, under- 
mines our rights as citizens, invades the sacred realm of the 
religious conscience, outrages the principle of religious equality, 
and stirs up strife and division instead of advancing the educa- 
tion of the nation and promoting peace and goodwill in the 
commonwealth. 

When a Government elected for one specific purpose sud- 
denly springs upon Parliament and upon the country a great 
revolutionary measure, touching the deepest convictions and 
the highest interests of the electorate, and, to use Lord 
Rosebery's phrase, "almost by brute force" carries it into 
a law which compels citizens of every class to support schools 
over which they have but a very partial and indirect control, 
such Government deals a heavy blow at the principle of 
government of the people by the people and for the people. 
This Act not only does this, but drives our children into 
schools in many of which the religious atmosphere and the 
religious teaching are utterly repugnant to our most cherished 
religious convictions. It also expects us to be silent while our 
sons and daughters who are candidates for the teaching pro- 
fession have their way blocked to head teacherships in 
thousands of schools wholly maintained by public rates and 
taxes, not because they are defective in character or in 
teaching ability, but simply and solely because they are 
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Nonconformists. We shall be recreant to the rights and 
interests of onr children, and will deserve to be branded 
as renegades and cowards if we surrender to the monstrous 
provisions of this Act. This. Act is on the side of monopoly 
and privilege against popular representation, on the side q& 
sectarianism against citizenship, on the side of the priest 
against the people, and we say, as Dr. Fairbaim said to the 
Premier, " We will not submit." 

Thirty years ago we did submit to a compromise which was 
entered into without our consent, yet we have been fidthful 
to the compact, while the clerics, who were parties to the 
compromise, have been unblushingly unfaithful. And now 
we are being charged with gross inconsistency because we will 
not be silent and inactive when the last shred of the compro- 
mise is cast to the winds, and allow a clerical monopoly in educa- 
tion to be extended and chained on the neck of tiie country. 

We are repeatedly told that national education in a country 
like England must of necessity be based on compromise. With 
whom and for what purpose ? The history of the last thirty 
years says. Beware of compromise. Anyhow, this Act 
is not a compromise. This Council, which represents one- 
half of the religious life of the country, has never been 
consulted. The views of Free Churchmen have been treated 
witii scant courtesy, and their wishes have been flouted. This 
Act, we repeat, is not a compromise. It is a challenge, a 
menace, an invasion of our rights as citizens, an arrangement to 
capture our children to increase the power of a sect. Well may 
Lord Rosebery say that if we tamely submit we shall cease to 
be a force in the public life of the country, and that if the 
country tamely submits the cause of freedom and progress will 
be put back generations. Surely no Free Churchman worthy 
of the name can ever dream of tame submission. It is 
reasonable to expect some divergence of opinion as to methods 
of procedure in a constituency which numbers millions. Some 
will withdraw their children from schools during the time 
devoted to sectarian teaching, and others may feel it to be their 
duty to refuse to send their children into the pernicious 
atmosphere which pervades some schools. All, we hope, will 
agitate and fight on every available occasion to create a public 
opinion which will demand the repeal or transformation of the 
Act. Some, in addition to this, will, as individuals, refuse to 
pay the sectarian rate, and others will combine for mutual 
coimsel and aid in a policy of passive resistance. We are all 
equally conscientious, and there are no recriminations. We 
agree to differ, and brotherly loVe will continue, and those who 
are hoping to see a great cleavage will be disappointed. There 
has never been in the whole history of this movement, so far as 
we can judge, more affection and more fervent zeal in your 
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Execntive than now, and we believe that the same spirit will 
be manifest in our deliberations and in our intercourse daring 
the next three days, and it will go forth to the nation that a 
united Free Church Council has to be reckoned with. We are 
absolutely one in our antipathy to this Act, and in our deter- 
mination neither to rest nor to hold our peace until public 
money is under public control, and sectarian tests for civil 
servants are abolished. The management of the provided 
schools under this Act is a miserable substitute for the popular 
control of the School Board, and the arrangements for the non- 
provided schools are a political injustice and a moral wrong. 
We see in this Act the parson, the priest, the sectary, and the 
Board of Education, but where are the people who find the 
money and to whom the children belong ? Definite proposals 
will be submitted for your approval at a later stage. In the 
meantime, we beg to say that if we are worthy of our ancestry, 
worthy of the principles we profess, worthy of the sacred cause 
in which we are engaged, for the sake of education, religion, 
and the nation, we shall never dream of putting off our armour 
until we have a national system of education based on 
citizenship and religious equality. One word more and I have 
done. WTiile fighting this battle with all our might, let us take 
care that we do not relax our efforts to purify our social life, to 
ameliorate the condition of the poor and the suffering, and to 
promote Sunday closing and other Temperance reforms to which 
we are pledged. Above all, it is important for us to cultivate a 
great compassionate yearning and a consimiing zeal for the 
conversion and ingathering of the Christless multitudes who 
swarm around our sanctuaries but keep outside. Our supreme 
equipment for our great and many-sided work is vital and 
constant fellowship with the ever-living, the ever-present, and 
the all-sufacient Christ, who " shall not fail nor be discouraged, 
till He hath set judgment in the earth : and the isles shall wait 
for His law." 

WELCOME TO BRIGHTON. 

Mr. J. Compton Bickett, M.P., D.L., President of the Sussex 
Federation, Alderman J. C. Buckwell, J.P., Mayor of Brighton, 
and the Bev. B. J. Campbell, M.A., President of the Brighton 
and Hove Council, addressed the assembly, welcoming the 
National Council to Brighton. 

Mr. Compton Bickett said he was deputed, on behalf of 
the Federation of Free Churches, to give them a hearty 
welcome to their county. It was Brighton, however, that 
had done the work, and Mr. Lane was the hub of the wheel. 
They were assembled there also through the organising ability 
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of Mr. Law, who, althoagh he did not come mach to the front, 
had, daring the past year, showed a statesmanship, a fertility of 
mind, and a capacity for adapting the forces of the Executive 
to changing circumstances that was beyond all admiration. 
They did not welcome them as strangers. They were not 
strangers to them, and, therefore, should they be angels, some 
of them, alas, with return tickets, they would not toke them 
unawares. They had come from the mill, from the business, 
and from the professions in which they had kept alight, 
some in lonely places, the candle of freedom of religion, 
and had come there to collect those flames together, to 
light a great watch-fire, which should be a light to lighten 
the Gentiles. He gave them a most cordial welcome in the 
name of Sussex. 

The Mayor of Brighton said that in the same way as his 
predecessor in the mayoral chair, Alderman J. E. Stafford, 
himself a Free Churchman, extended a cordial welcome to the 
Church Congress, so he (the speaker), a Churchman, extended 
a most hearty welcome to the Free Churches of England to the 
town of Brighton. So large a gathering, coming from all parts 
of the kingdom, could not but spread widely the advantages 
and beauties of the town of Brighton, and he hoped they might 
be so enraptured with the charms of the town that later in the 
year he might find them spending their holidays there, and that 
hereafter, when the labours of their daily life were over, they 
might come to spend their declining days in Brighton, and thus 
add to the prosperity of the town. But such meetings as these 
they did not, in Brighton, regard merely as commercial advan- 
tages to their town, although, like the Scotchman, they had a 
very keen appreciation of them. They recognised that gatherings 
such as these tended to rub off the asperities of different dogmas 
and doctrines, and tended to bind them into one unity of Church 
and religion. He believed in one broad religion ; he would 
like to see all differences of opinion sunk as far as possible, 
and Churchmen and Dissenters work hand in hand and side 
by side in the cause of that religion which was advocated 
some 1900 years ago. With this object he welcomed them 
there again to Brighton, recognising not only that it was to 
the advantage of Brighton that such large gatherings should 
take place, but with the best of hopes that when they went 
away from that town they would see the advantage of unity in 
religion such as he had advocated tending to Uie unity and 
peace of Christ's Church throughout the land. In conclusion, 
he hoped that when they went back to their homes they would 
carry with them the very pleasantest recollections of that town 
of Brighton, of which he, as Mayor, and all its population were 
so proud, 

4 
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The Rev. R. J. Cahpbbll said that seeing the chief amount 
of the work necessary in preparation for the visit of the Oonncil 
had been done in Brighton, it was, perhaps, fitting that Brighton 
should have a spokesman. But he could assure them that the 
wrong spokesman had been selected. He had done none of 
the work, and, in fact, knew very little about it. The man 
who deserved their meed of praise and thanksgiving, if they 
had any to offer, and who ought to stand in his place, was the 
Rev. S. B. Lane. He had done the most in prepcLring for the 
visit of the Council, to him belonged the chief credit for 
the excellent arrangements made for their reception, and it 
was not too much to say that better arrangements had never 
been made for the National Council anywhere. Mr. Lane had 
done all this work, while at the same time attending to duties 
so multitudinous as to frighten some of them at the very- 
thought. Mr. Lane had just been the principal means of 
achieving a notable victory for the Free Churches of the 
town in the constitution of the new education authority. 
He (Mr. Campbell) felt proud of his Nonconformity as he 
looked at that assembly, and believed it would be dif&cult 
to find an assembly in which ministers and laymen together 
presented so much solid strength, in appearance at least ; one 
had some hope for the future of England when they could 
raise a religious — ^he would not call it an ecclesiastical' — 
assembly of that kind. It was a notables! event that they 
were welcomed to Brighton by an Anglican Mayor, just as 
eighteen months, ago a Nonconformist Mayor, Alderman 
Stafford, was privileged to welcome the Established Church 
Congress. In conclusion, Mr. Campbell read a letter con- 
veying to the Council the cordial greetings of Brighton 
Unitarians. He hoped that a great spiritual impulse might 
be communicated to the whole nation through their meetings ; 
and when they came to prosaic details they should not forget 
that their primary aim was spiritual : they were there to 
promote the glory of God and the good of man. 

The President, in acknowledging the Council^s welcome, 
said they appreciated very warmly the large-hearted hospitality 
provided for them, and for the very convenient arrangements 
made for holding the various meetings of the CounciL They 
recognised that they were not simply indebted to members of 
the Free Churches, but to members of all denominations, and 
last, but not least, to the Mayor and Corporation of Brighton. 
On behalf of the Council, he heartily reciprocated the generous 
feelings so gracefully voiced, and of whici the preparations for 
their comfort so eloquently spoke. They had great subjects to 
consider, vitally affecting the life and work of their Churches* 
They prayed for Divine guidance and inspiration, that while 
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th^y emphasised tkeir Tiews and firmly asserted their rights, 
they might not overstep a spirit of charity towards all who 
differed from them, lliey hoped their visit would have a 
great blessinjg to the world-famed town of Brighton, and the 
historic county of Snssex. 

MEMORIAL SERVICE. 

A Memorial Service to the late Rev. Joseph Parker, D.D., 
and the Rev. Hugh Price Hughes, M.A., was ttien held. After 
the hymn ** Our God our help in ages past " had been sung, the 
Rev. Dr. Vaughan Pryce read the following Presidential 
Address which Dr. Parker had prepared : — 

EARLY TRAINING: 

its effect on thought and habit, 

By thb Late Rev. Joseph Pabej:r, D.D. 

In all controversy how much depends on standpoints ! How 
much standpoints are affected by training I We talk fluently 
about independence and private judgment, and the rights of 
conscience ; all that is well ; in the sense, if any, in which 
we use the words there is no harm in them, but are they 
not words that need qualification — ^words that are surrounded 
by an atmosphere — ^words that are of necessity limited and 
partial ? The most conflicting conceptions of things may 
be right from a merely individual point of view and utterly 
wrong from a point of view that takes in more field and light 
and air, more of time and space, more of history and ex- 
perience. It takes all men to make man, all knowledge to 
make truth, all sacrifice to make love. Only He who knows 
the whole " world " can ever imagine that it was worth dying 
for ; only He who knows- " all nations " can create a gospel 
big enough for them ; only He who rests in the bosom of 
th6 Father can wait until He has put all enemies under His 
feet. We are but fractions — splinters, not rocks — ^men, not 
man^ Let us be careful how we come to big conclusions — 
lest we overweight ourselves, and become popes whilst in the 
very act of claiming to be Protestants. At the best we see 
through a glass darkly. Each sees his own glint of truth ; 
no one star is the universe; no one candle is the sun. To 
know this is to learn how to be charitable, and patient, and 
hopeful. There is no pope so hateful as the Protestant who 
acts as if he thought himself infallible. 

Our Free Church training gives us our standpoint. We 
have been made »by others. We carry our cradle with us. 
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We are the product of our native air. Perhaps we are 
little more than the sum of our antecedents ; perhaps our 
independence when analysed will turn . out to be the last 
expression of our environment. We might have been different 
men if We had been born in India, — ^the same, yet not the 
same, — ^the fire might have penetrated farther into our blood 
and the heat of our imagination might have required corre* 
spending gorgeousness of language. ^' Judge not, that ye be 
not judged.'' If we had been born in Fiji we might have 
taken a different view of Church and State, and even of time 
and space, those strange quantities which are at once limited 
and immeasurable, — ^at once as approachable and as unap- 
proachable as God. 

Our own training— our own bringing up — ^as Free Church- 
men is responsible for much. Any otiier ecclesiastical language 
is a kind of foreign tongue, with which we have but a dic- 
tionary acquaintance, but it is really no part of our breath, 
our blood, our soul. Many men know just enough of a 
language to make blunders in it ; this is true not only of 
grammatical language, but of ecclesiastical language, ex- 
perience, and spiritual fellowship. Our bringing-up as 
Dissenters was a rough and hard training. It has, of 
course, left its deep mark upon us. We were not reared 
in kings' houses. We are most powerful when we are most 
ourselves. All aping is weakness. When I think of all our 
dissenting training I sometimes break down ; my tears are 
hot and bitter. Let us dwell upon some aspects of this 
training for a time. We were brought up amongst simple, 
unsuspecting believers. They told us that the Bible was all 
true. They called it " The Holy Bible," and they held it to 
be such. They told us that Eden was a real place, with real 
trees, and a real serpent. They told us that a four-branched 
river rolled through the sunny paradise ; we thought that 
Adam bathed in Hiddekel ; and that ,the gold that coloured 
the Pison stream was solid, and yellow, and marketable. We 
never doubted it. The place on the map was pointed out, 
with the assurance that if Eden was not there it was there- 
abouts. Some people believe this still. The Salvation Army 
believes it. Some primitive Primitive Methodists believe 
it — Spurgeon believed it. In its highest, deepest, grandest 
meaning I myself believe it. 

Our mothers are responsible for a good deal. They were 
not literal grammarians, but they were gigantic believers. 
They used to read to us the story of Joseph and cry over 
it, and made much of the coat of many colours, and when 
we came to "your father, the old man of whom ye spake, 
is he well ? " our brawny fathers sobbed and pretended to 
be only coughing. If anybody had then told us what some 
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people tell ns now, that there was no Joseph — no old man — 
no coat of many colours — ^no life in Egypt — ^no forgiving 
brethren — ^no family reconciliation; that it is all a dream, 
a fantasy, an illusion in colour ; I know not in what terms 
he would have been denounced and with what horror he 
would have been shunned. Some of us still believe in the 
history of Joseph ; and when all other " short stories " have 
run out, this story of Joseph will exact its tribute of tears 
from the eyes of far-off generations. 

Then in this matter of credulity our quaint old pastors were 
little better than our mothers. If some modem criticism is 
true those old pastors were unconscious impostors. They had 
not a " doubt " to bless themselves with. They read the Bible 
and actually believed it, and preached it without a stammer. 
They used to preach about Daniel and the lions' den, and make 
us feel heroic in the heroism of the brave young man. Now 
it turns out that there were no lions, there was no den, and 
worst of all, there was no Daniel. The Book of Daniel is taken 
away bodily. Yet we are told that the Bible has been given 
back to us by the critics, and that it is a better book than we 
had before. Some of us cannot yet receive this saying. At 
present we are suffering from a grievous sense of loss. Do not 
suppose, however, that all the higher critics are of one mind, 
or that they all pursue one method, and do not suppose that 
every minister has given up Joseph and his brethren, or even 
Daniel and the lions' den. Broad and indiscriminate state- 
ments are apt to be untrue and unjust on all sides of great 
controversies. * 

Our dea^ old pastors used to preach about David and 
quotingly call him "the sweet singer of Israel," and now 
according to some it turns out that David was no singer at all, 
and that he probably never heard of the Psalms which he is 
supposed to have written. Still more wide-spread is the havoc 
made by some ruthless sickles. It is bad enough to lose 
Joseph and his brethren, Daniel and his den, David and his 
harp, Jonah and his whale, but these are comparative trifles. 
There was, according to some, no Miraculous Conception, no 
ministry of Miracles, no Resurrection of Christ. All is idealism, 
poetry, dream, and hazy myth. Bethlehem and Nazareth 
disapx>ear from what we used to call the sacred page. In the 
old, old time when we were very young the Christian Church 
had a heaven and a hell, an immortal soul, a direct revelation 
from heaven, a book which it called " the Word of Gk)d." In 
those early days we thought ascended ones were "for ever 
with the Lord." We said, in a sob which was really a song, 
*' They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more, neither 
shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. The Lamb which 
is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and lead them 
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unto living fountains of vrater, and Qod shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes." We said that each of them had a 
crown, a hai^, and a white robe. Now we are told that all we 
supposed to be real was but faney, mirage, and " the stuff that 
dreams are made of." 

I want you to see that if we jdelded to these suggestions and 
demands we should be giving up a good deal. Do 'not suppose 
that it is easy for the soul to part with its very self-^with all 
the things which would, leave only emptiness and mocking 
echoes behind. We were sad when we saw the Bible thus 
depleted. We had really loved the Bible. It was literally 
everything to us. So when it seemed to go from us piece by 
piece, our hearts were grieved and our prospect was a great 
all-covering cloud. When we were asked. Why we were so 
sad ? we could not easily refrain from saying— each for himself 
— ^" Why should not my countenance be sad, when the city, the 
place of my fathers' sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof 
are bunded with fire ? " .We had so much — so vwy much to give 
up. Some of us have not even yet given up our faith. Blessed 
be God, some of us still believe in the whole Bible. We know 
that translation may have its faults, and that copyists may 
make blunders, and yet we hold to the whole book — ^we still 
call it The Holy Bible — it is to us in substance and in effect 
the veritable Word of God* All so-called higher criticism is 
not however of the same quality. There are higher critics and 
higher critics. Some of them are as lovingly Biblical as the 
best of us, and we thank them for all their noble and most 
useful service. 

Yes ; we have been asked to give up a good dear, and what, 
as I have already said, aggravates us most of all is that we 
have been asked to believe that the giving of it up has made 
the Bible more precious than ever to us* Genesis turns out to 
be mainly fable ; Abram is not a man but " an eponymoua 
hero " ; Joseph " is not " in another and deeper sense ; Shadrach, 
Meshech, and Abednego, are mere dreams and nightmares ; the 
books of Kings and Chronicles are removed bodily ; Ecclesiastes 
and Solomon's Song ought never to have been in the Bible : 
yet notwithstanding all tiiis we are to think of the Bible being 
" given back " to us more precious than ever. We cannot do 
so ,all at once. Our training blocks the way. Early impressions 
are often indelible. It is hard to regard supposed enemies as 
all at once our disguised friends. For example, many of us 
were brought up to believe that Tom Paine was an awful 
character — nothing short, indeed, of an infidel, blatant, pre- 
sumptuous, defiant. Tom Paine was a kind of moral typhus, 
or a malignant form of small-pox. Every man who had a copy 
of " The Age pf Reason " kept it in a secret drawer and lent it 
at night-time and under whispered vow of secrecy* To possess 
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*' The Age of Reason '* was eqnal to having an infections and 
loathsome disease. Bishop Watson answered ^^The Age of 
Season/* but the Bishop is now nowhere. Tom Paine^s ^ sonl 
goes marching on/' bnt the Bishop is forgotten as if his book 
were a mere escape of gas. Tom Paine showed wonderful 
insight, and in a manner anticipated all the higher critics. 

For example, Tom Paine said, "Whoever wrote thte Pentateuch, 
Moses had little or nothing to do with it." Bnt some who say 
this very thing have (^rthoctox chairs in English nniversities 
and dgn even more articles than thirty-nine, whilst Tom Paine 
is branded as an infidel and has no professional income. Tom 
Paine said there were at least two Isaiahs, in other words that 
the Isaiah who wrote the first part of the book never wrote the 
second, and perhaps never knew that a second part was written. 
Some higher critics say the very same thing to-day, whilst Tom 
Paine i& still regarded by orthodoxy as a most noxious beast. 
Poor Bishop Watson is on many sides treated as an evangelical 
milksop, whilst Tom Paine is lauded as a man of progress and 
of advanced and modem thought. Still we are told that Tom 
and his successors have given us " back " the Bible, and that it 
is now more precious than ever. It is not for me to revile Tom 
Paine ; but I take it upon myself to say that no Tom Paine, 
notwithstanding all his insight and foresight, ought to be in 
any Free Church pulpit, and if Tom Paine is there we ought to 
eject and denounce him as a man who is making a living under 
felse pretences. 

It is not to be wondered at that some of us still cling to the 
Bible after the illiterate and traditional manner of our fathers 
and mothers, and pastors. Blame our training. Take full 
account of our antecedents. We drew in our love of the Bible 
with our mottle's milk. The Bible helped some of us when 
the Neither died, and there was neither coal in the grate nor 
bread in tiie cupboard. It sanctified our poverty, our struggles, 
our desolation. It turned the grave into a garden-plot. It put 
heart into us when all other things failed. The Bible has made 
us men. We are not to be told that this consolatory (not 
oritical) Bible is still left to us. How long will it be left ? 
Still higher critics may possibly arise in distant years who will 
purloin this jewel also. Who can say how much of the Bible 
will be left in half a century ? We have . a right to be 
Bospicious. Where much has gone more may go. On the 
whole, tlierefore, I am of opinion that it is better to hold the 
Bible very much as we have always held it, to keep an open 
mind in relation to all competent and reverent criticism, to 
cling to the Bible in all its proved consolations and particular 
results, and to leave many difficulties and perplexities to be 
settled when in heaven we have more time and more light. 

There is one test to which I cannot but submit every creed, 
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every religion, every book. What kind of manhood has it 
produced ? What sort of men did the old Bible grow ? What 
of their aspirations, their service, their sacrifice ? They were 
grand men. Perhaps narrow-minded, perhaps austere, perhaps 
conservative, but they were honourable, determined, self- 
S9.crificing men. They were men who put themselves to a great 
deal of trouble for others. They gave away much money. 
They counted not their lives dear unto them. They liberated 
slaves, they smashed iniquitous monopolies, they founded 
missionary societies, they dared fire and sword, pestilence and 
cruelty. They had not the latest learning on the Pentateuch, 
Isaiah, and the Apocryphal books, but they gripped the Bible 
with a nerve of steel. They had immense and miracle-working 
faith. I believe in my heart that they were more self-sacrificing 
than many who laugh at their ignorance and condemn their 
narrovmess. They believed in the literal inspiration of the 
Bible, in the immortality of the soul, in eternal punishment, in 
the atoning death of the Lord Jesus, and they cried after, if 
finally they might attain, the holiness of God. They were not 
critics, they were great workers, not grammarians but generous 
givers, not pedants but unsparing in benevolence and sacrifice. 
I judge every religion by the men it makes, and so judged, the 
Bible has no need to be ashamed of its stalwarts and its heroes. 
Shall I offend scholars and critics, grammarians and pedants, if 
I frankly say that merely as such they have next to nothing to 
do with the Bible ? That the Bible has little or nothing to say 
to them in their academical capacity ? The Bible seeks and 
finds the heart, talks to the spirit when in the deepest humility, 
goes out after the soul in its penitence and mortal hunger. 
When the reader is least a grammarian he may be nearest the 
spirit of the book. " Thus saith the high and lofty One that 
inhabiteth eternity. To this man will I look, to the man that is 
of a humble and contrite heart, and that trembleth at My word." 
To '' tremble " is better than to parse ; in a deep and la^ sense 
salvation is not of grammar, else then only grammarians could 
have a high place in heaven. The plain duty of scholars, 
however, is to know the facts of the Bible as they really are, 
and to follow them with honest resolution. We must 
distinguish between fact and fable ; we must buy the truth and 
sell it not ; we must, if needs be, crown Tom Paine and depose 
Bishop Watson ; at all costs and risks we must know the &cts, 
and if needs be turn our back upon the most venerated super- 
stitions. But we must be sure that alleged facts are real facts, 
and we must every day live in the large and charitable temper 
of inquiry and sympathy and truthfulness. We must love the 
sunshine, and the fresh air, and the growing day. Working in 
this spirit Gtod will keep back from us nothing that is good for 
the soul. I hope we are all willing to put aside the Bible as a 
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book outworn on condition that a better book, more fully 
authenticated, more evidently from God, be first put in its place. 
We hold the old Bible we know until a better one has come. 

In further considering this subject of training we must at 
once make a broad distinction between old men and young 
men. We have not had the same training for our work. We 
belong to different generations and must be judged accordingly. 
Of my young brethren I may say, as many seniors can say, 
" They must increase, but I must decrease." All that I ask 
from men who have enjoyed the highest university advantages 
is gratitude to the men who placed such advantages within 
their reach. We were not, as Nonconformists, fifty years ago, 
permitted to enter the universities, but we were determined 
that our sons should enter them. From those sons I expect 
gratitude. Do not mock the old men who have won your 
liberties. We may not be so learned as you are, but we made 
learning of the highest kind possible to you. If we do not 
bear the Oxford brand or the Cambridge brand, you know 
why ; and you will neither mock us nor permit us to be 
mocked. You young men owe all you have to old and resolute 
Nonconformity, and you are not the men — ^the contemptible 
and soon-to-be-forgotten creatures — ^to remind us of our lack of 
technical culture. God has been graciously pleased to own 
ministries that the universities have either laughed at or 
ignored, and has given them sheaves in the day of harvest. 
We have worked to the best of our ability, and God has judged 
our desire to please Him. We should not, however, like the 
ungrateful contempt of some of our own children. Spare us. 
We cannot be long here now. The next generation will do 
better. Erudition loses nothing by modesty. Let Gk)d choose 
His own ministers. Always leave Him room in His own 
Chnrch. For myself I do not propose to follow any learning 
which would create, perhaps with a degree of ostentation, a 
golf between the pulpit and the pew. Learning should not 
divide, but unite. It is poor learning that makes men cynics 
and sneerers. I pray God for " the tongue of the learned, that 
knows how to be a word in season to him that is weary." 
That is the great learning I That is the learning of experience, 
of bitter sorrow, of sharp pain, of lonely Gethsemane. I pray 
Gk>d to continue to send into the ministry of the Free Churches 
men who will provoke the question : " How knoweth this man 
these things, seeing he hath never learned letters ? " Letters, 
if they stand alone, are the poorest and meanest of all learning. 
We must not disparage letters ; we speak of them in this 
connection when they are letters only, grammars only, lexicons 
only. When they are saturated with the spirit of prayer, they 
are an acceptable sacrifice and a sweet smelling savour to God. 
We must pray for the inspiration of the Almighty. " The gold 
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and crystal catinot equal it, and the exchange of it shall not be 
for jewels of fine gold : no mention shall be made of coral or of 
pearls ; the topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal it/' and as for 
rubies, they are in comparison as ashes thrown out as 
worthless. 

There is only one thing that I dread more than self- 
important learning, and that is self-important ignorance. I 
dread the minister to whom preaching is easy. I hate, with 
religious and even holy hatred, the sermons that are shaken 
out of the coat sleeve on a Saturday night. We do not want 
such men in the ministry of the gospel. Preaching should be 
a shedding of blood. Preaching is not a trick in plans, in 
cunning outlines, in shapely sculpture. There is a cant phrase 
now in vogue which I dislike. We say of such and such a 
man, "He is the greatest sermon-builder in the modem pulpit.'* 
Preaching is not sermon-building, it is sermon-growing ; it is 
the eloquence of a redeemed and grateful soul ; it is the glow 
and the radiance of a wise exposition confirmed by a holy and 
satisfying experience. Never regard the gospel as " simple " in 
the sense of being shallow ; rather be overcome and prostrated 
as by " a light above the brightness of the sun," a baptism of 
glory at the Damascus gate of the pulpit. Never preach in 
haste. Study much, not to make the sermon obscure, but to 
make it as clear as crystal, and when you have done your very 
best always remember that you have not yet penetrated to " the 
secret place of the tabernacles of the Most Hi^," and thdt 
far beyond all star-routes and orbits immeasurable, and all 
shadows " dark with excess of light," there is a mystic path 
infinitely brighter than the milky way, which the vulture's eye 
of the sublimest power and genius hath not seen. I say again, 
therefore, that we do not want the help of men who boast of 
their ignorance and offer their crude vulgarities as a sacrifice 
unto the Lord. 

I observe, with curious interest, that some men even of Puri- 
tan training are anxious to have their *' orders " recognised by 
the Anglican Church, as the Anglican Church is anxious to 
have its orders recognised by Papal Rome. This is the feeblest 
nonsense. Let our spirituaJ work be our indisputable recog- 
nition. No doubt there are men in the Anglican Church who 
are prepared to recognislB the " orders " of Nonconformist 
ministers. This is a piece of wholly gratuitous magnanimity. 
I should be ashamed of any Nonconformist who has been asking 
for hierarchical recognition. Surely no trained Nonconformist 
can stoop so abjectly. Speaking for myself alone, lest I should 
even seem to involve others, I say, I stand or fall by my work 
done at the bidding, and done in the strength, of God — ^'^ called" 
to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God for the will- 
ing service of the cross, an apostle not of man, neither by man, 
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but by Jesns Christ and by God the Father who raised him 
from the dead. Brethren if we are true ministers we are not 
licensed by a community, we are commissioned and anointed 
by Gk>d, and therefore the true minister is like a tree planted by 
the rivers of water, and the blessing of heaven, continual and 
unstinted, guarantees its amaranth and its fruitf ulness. Let us 
80 pray and serve' and suffer that for official men, whose 
"orders" are written with pen and ink, to deny our orders is 
to discredit and forfeit their own. 

Many Anglican priests are as faithful to their environment 
or antecedents as we are to ours. In hating us and our ways, 
they think they are doing God service. They are sincere 
opponents. They think we are awful and hopeless characters, 
and they think this conscientiously. Take an extract from 
Gace's Catechism. " We have amongst us various Sects and 
Denominations who go by the general name of Dissenters. In 
what light are we to consider them ? 

"Answer: As heretics. 

** Is then their worship a laudable service ? 

" No ; because they worship Gk)d according to their own evil 
and corrupt imagination, and not according to His revealed will, 
and therefore their worship is idolatrous." 

What do you members of the National Council of Evangelical 
Free Churches say to that ? You answer it with mocking 
langhter, and say wisely — ^*'Poor old Gace, vicar of Great 
Barling 1 " That is the best thing you can do. The Barling 
vicar knows better now, for he has seen the Lord — both his 
Lord and ours. But why not " let bygones be bygones " ? 
Simply because they are not bygones. The very self-same 
things in even yet more offensive language are said to-day. 
The sacerdotal press hates us with a hearty relish. Do not 
suppose that the sacerdotal temper has changed. Rome never 
changes. We are willing that bygones should be bygones, but 
they must first be bygones. Rome never changes. I can pro- 
duce sacerdotal language used to-day quite as ignorant, quite as 
malicious, and quite as shocking as the vicar of Barling ever 
naed. Rome never changes. 

But have not many concessions been made to Dissenters ? 
Not one. Everything we have has been taken at the spear- 
point Remember that. What has b6en done in churchyards, 
in univerwties, in church rates, in corporations, has been done 
by our own hand. Remember that. If Acts of Parliament 
have been abolished ; if liberties have been increased ; if status 
has been secured ; — ^it is, under Gk)d, solely the work of our own 
hand. Remember that. We owe literally nothing to the 
Established Church. If we are charitable towards it we d|^lay 
a magnanimity created and sanctified by the cross of Christ. 
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MEMORIAL RESOLUTIONS. 
The Rev. THOMAS LAW read the following resolution :— 

*' This Annual Council of the Evangelioal Free Churohes of England and 
Wales de^ly deplores the loss of its Presldent-Eleot, Dr. Joseph Parker. 

"The Council recognises in him one of the foremost preachers of the 
century, a trusted leader of the Free Churohes, a valiant defender and 
advocate of the Evangelical Faith. They will treasure the memory of his 
brilliant genius and of his large-hearted and manifold service as an honoured 
tradition. 

** Whilst sorrowing for his absence, they rejoice at his deliverance into the 
joy of his Lord." 

The Rev. J. CLIFFORD, D.D., in moving the resolntion 
said: — 

" He being dead yet speaketh." " God is not the God of the 
dead but of the living, for all live unto Him." We miss the 
President-Elect, we mourn his absence, we sorrow, "not as 
those without hope," but as those who have received the gospel 
of Jesus Christ — ^a gospel which abolishes death and brings life 
and immortality to light. We mourn, but it is as those who 
have received from God a great gift — ^a gift unspeakable and full 
of usefulness, a gift that has wrought immense and reproduc- 
tive results for the Free Churches of this country, and for the 
kingdom of God all over the world. Our first and our most 
welcome duty, on this occasion, is to express our thanksgiving 
to Him, " from whom proceedeth every good and every perfect 
gift." We are, some of us, grateful with a gratitude that 
cannot find expression in speech, because we knew* Dr. Parker ' 
as an intimate, an attached, and a beloved friend. He was ever 
bubbling over with humour ; he was strong in his sympathy ; 
wide in his outlook ; courageous in his loyalty of conviction ; 
true in his allegiance to Jesus Christ ; fervent and consecrated 
in his zeal for the establishment of righteousness and goodness 
upon the earth. Myriads there are scattered over this wide 
earth who recall the City Temple as a harbour of safety for the 
young, as a refuge into which the weary went and found 
refreshment and consolation, as a House Beautiful to which 
the pilgrims of the Land of Beulah resorted when travelling 
through Vanity Fair, and they found there that which strength- 
ened confidence, heightened ideals, and constrained them to 
give fuller and truer service to God. He helped men to get 
back again their grip of God. 

We think of him, in a gathering of this sort, as a typical Free 
Churchman and Free Church minister. He was bom into the 
Free Church life in a time of storm and stress, and he bore the 
marks of his birthright through his life, and in the address to 
which we have listened this morning, we have had indications 
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of their inflnence upon him. His father had to part with his 
furniture to pay a Church-rate, and Joseph saw it. He preached 
sermons which we can never forget, and he gave utterance to 
the truths to which he was absolutely loyal. He was bom for 
Free Church life. He was an Independent of the Independents. 
He had not a fibre in him suited for an Ecclesiastical Court. 
He could not be managed by any committee. He looked upon 
committees and institutions, especially those of the ecclesiastical 
sort, as arrangements for the suppression of individuality, the 
saf^uarding of caution, as machines to damp out fire, as 
mechanical arrangements by means of which the speaker's lips 
were fettered, and he himself prevented realising the ideal he 
had formed for himself. He was a true Free Churchman in 
his absolute independence of spirit and in his assertion of the 
right of the individual soul to enter into the presence of Gk)d. 
We have had evidence of another Free Church characteristic 
in his statement read to us to-day. He was big-hearted, but he 
hated priestism and Popery because they crippled the soul, 
blinded the intellect, hindered civic progress, and were barriers 
in the march of humanity to the God-predestined goal I Oh, 
the scorn he had for the individual who went to a bishop for 
the recognition of his orders I It was one of the basic convic- 
tions of his life, as it is of ours, that when Ood has called a man 
to this ministry, he wants no other call, and he is absolutely 
indifferent as to whatsoever may be said concerning his order. 
I first knew him as an advocate of religious equality, as a bold 
prophet speaking in behalf of the Church that she might be 
freed from Parliamentary tyranny ; and he always insisted that 
in the interest of the Church, and in the interest of humanity, 
there should be a complete separation between Church and 
State. 

But another feature was recognised by those who were closest 
to him as pre-eminently characteristic, and that was his intense 
sympathy with the poor and the needy. Many a minister's 
heart was made to leap for joy by a gift of books from him, 
and by the bold, strong words with which he encouraged him 
amidst the troubles of a rural pastorate. Those who knew him 
best knew the generosity of his spirit. It was not made public, 
but it was known to those who were the most needy, for to 
them he sent messages of light, and healing, and gladness. By 
the side of this tender sympathy was the utmost strength of 
nature. The impression of this was made the more deeply by 
close contact with him. He was the very incarnation of force. 
He had strength of intellect, strength of will, strength of con- 
fidence, strength of conviction for work ; the whole man was a 
complete exhibition of force, of great power redeemed by 
Christ and dedicated to the establishment and the extension 
(^ His kingdom on the earth. He was a typical Free Churchman. 
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It will be a sad day for this eotintpy when she ceases to pro- 
duce Free Churchmen like him in strength of symf^athy, and 
in strength of desire for the complete freedom of the Church 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the s^ngth of their hatared to 
priestism, and in sublime independence of spirit and of 
character. 

He was a typical Free Church preacher. We have not his 
genius, each one of us. Genius is of two kinds, and he had 
both. He had the kind of original, creative genius, that of the 
artist and the poet, which does not know which step to take 
next. He had also the sort of genius described by Carlyle, as 
" an infinite capacity for taking pains." If asked the secret of 
his power I should say it was his love of God and hard work. 
If we do not understand completely the love of Gk)d we become 
incompetent to act as interpreters of that love to the world. 
He was a great worker. In the very last conversation I had 
with him, when he was within a few days of his decease, we 
were talking on his habitual theme of preaching. The Doctor 
referred to an individual who had passed from us, one remark- 
able for the way he bore his years, and he spoke thus concerning 
him : " His work scarcely took anything from him. It was 
mainly dental." (And with humour and sarcasm he uttered 
that word dental^ ** It was from the teeth outward ; there was 
no soul in his preaching." And preaching without soul is not 
the type the Free Churches of this country must supply, if they 
are to fulfil their mission. As a preacher he went straight to 
the essences of things. He tried to comfort the heart of man 
when in sin, when bereaved and aflBlicted. Ever there was this 
note in his preaching, " Comfort ye, comfort ye, iny people.'* 
In the ministry of Dr. Parker deep pathos and irresistible force 
characterised the utterances of the pulpit. His ministry was 
(as a Free Church minister's must be) evangelical as well as 
Biblical. Whilst it was evangelical as well as Biblical, it was 
always based on the experiences of the soul when it tasted that 
Gk)d is gracious. Whilst his ministry was characterised by the 
qualities just mentioned, there was another that certainly 
attracted the young manhood. He made men not afraid to 
reason. Whilst he was tender in his sympathy, his sermons 
glowed with a natural logic. They were built on a sound 
basis of reasoning. Men felt that he was addressing the 
intellect and the heart, and conquering both by the truths 
presented. Amongst the services he rendered none stand out 
more conspicuously than his service to the young manhood of 
the city. They gathered in numbers to hear, him, and they 
revered the man for his loyalty to the truth of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, for the strength of his convictions, and for the 
strong sympathy which he had with them in tfe^ir battles wi^ll 
the evils of Metropolitan life. 
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He has passed away from us. " Absent from tlie body, he is 
present with the Lord.'* Gknl removes the workers but He 
carries on the work. Ood has called Dr. Fftrker to his eternal 
rest And Ood has called Reginald John Campbell to his 
pulpit. It is the voice of Ood. We sympathise with Brighton 
in losing his services. But I am speaking on behalf of the 
whole of the Free Churches of this country when I say they 
wHl welcome with thankfulness and joy our friend to this high 
and responsible post. And with one heart, and that heart 
having one faith, and one prayer, we beseech our Ood to have 
his successor in His keeping, to uphold him in the discharge of 
his work there, and to make his work a praise and a glory in 
the earth. 

The Rev. CHARLES H. Kbllt said Dr. Parker had passed on, 
and if he were present, as probably he wks, he (the speaker) 
had no doubt that he would strive to impress upon the members 
of that great Federation the duty of individual work. He was 
a leader, a great man, but great works, hard battles, were not 
fought entirely by great men and by leaders. For success 
Grod's cause depended under His grace upon the many and not 
upon the few, and he thought that probably the message Dr. 
Parker might give that day would be a message of personal 
faithfulness and exertion, and the exhortation each to do 
what he could. He remembered the first time he heard 
him preach. It was on the Sunday night when he took the 
pastorate in Manchester. His text was, " I am not an 
eloquent man, but slow of speech." The tendency of the 
sermon was to impress upon the people the fact that the 
great work of the Church of Jesus Christ would not be 
done by popular preachers, by great speakers, by eloq^eJlt 
men, but by each man, each woman, in his or her place, 
doing that which Ood enabled each to do. That was the one 
secret of the hope for the future. Thank Ood they could do 
what the great leaders would have them do I Their work 
would be continued. The great principles for which they 
struggled and were prepared to die would be asserted. He 
"was not dead, but gone before. He thought if they realised 
the fact that they did not work and speak in the presence of 
each other merely but in the presence of the sainted, the 
angels, and the Master Himself, they would do better work. 
He prayed that the spirit of those who had passed before might 
rest upon them all, that their great Federation might be bap- 
tized with the power of the Holy Spirit, and that they might 
each one of them go forth, not merely for the purpose of 
securing victory here and there, but for the purpose of securing 
the great will and work of God ; and if they secured these, ttie 
principles so dear to their hearts were assured of sucoess. 
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The Rev. Silas K. Hocking briefly stated some of the 
experiences of Dr. Parker which he had gained during the 
last ten years, during which he had known him intimately. 
He might have seemed at times theatrical and affected, but 
beneath it all was the deepest earnestness and sincerity. He 
had impressed the speaker somewhat as being a lonely man. 
That was because he lived in another atmosphere. He ijiought 
if anything could win Dr. Parker the children did. In all his 
strength of character there was that which was infinitely tender 
and beautiful, and those who were brought into contact with 
him loved him supremely. His (the speaker's) love for him 
was great, and his love for his successor was great also, and, as 
he loved Dr. Parker with increasing affection the more he got 
to know him, so he trusted and believed that his love for his 
dear friend, Mr. Campbell, whose beautiful spirit touched their 
hearts, and whose eloquent preaching moved their spirits and 
imaginations and sympathies, would increase the more he knew 
him. He trusted that his ministry in the City Temple might 
continue as it had begun, and that the glory of that great 
church and all associated with that great church might be 
greater in the future than it had been in the past. 

The Rev. THOMAS Law read the following resolution with 
reference to the Rev. Hugh Price Hughes : — 

" This annual Ooonoil of the Evangelical Free Churches, under the severe 
bereavement it has sustained in the death of the Bev. Hugh Price Hughes, feels 
that its first act should be one of reverent submission to Almighty God. The 
great loss the Oouncil has sustained reminds us of the gratitude which is due to 
the Head of the Church for the gift of such a servant to the Churches, and our 
gratitude encourages us to trust that the Lord will send men, not to refill the 
empty place, but to serve the kingdom of God, qualified and devoted for their 
service as was Mr. Hughes. Mr. Hughes was one of the most conspicuous 
originators of the Federation movement. His enthusiasm for it, his power of 
kindling and sustaining the enthusiasm of others, his wisdom in committee, 
and alertness in perceiving the lines which should be followed on critical 
occasions, his loyalty to those with whom he was working, his love of peace 
among brethren, which was as marked as his love of truth, and his perception 
of the larger issues which might follow the work of the Council in relation 
to tJie kingdom of God won from those associated with him a confidence which 
closer personal contact ripened into love. The Council respectfully assures 
Mrs. Hughes and her family and the Wesleyan Methodist Church of uie tender 
sympathy which the National Council and the local Councils feel, and earnestly 
prays that the peace of God, the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
coznforts of the Holy Spirit, may support and console them." 

Dr. Guinness Rogers said : Mr. President and Christian 
friends, — ^The first observation that occurs to me as I occupy 
this place to-day is that, apart from Hugh Price Hughes, there 
is no reasonable ground to believe that there would have been 
a Federation at all. Of all me^ to whom we should do reverence 
he stands out conspicuous and pre-eminent. He was good 
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enoQgli to ascribe to me the credit of snggesting it. All that 
I did was first to talk with him and then to start the idea of 
the Free Church Congress in The Methodist Times. But I am 
bound to say this : it needed a man from his particular section 
of the Church ; it needed a man with courage as dauntless as 
that by which he was always possessed; and, above all, it 
needed a man with consecration to Christ as complete as his 
to stand forward to do the work which has residted in the 
gathering of this day. I thank Gk)d that I have not to-day 
to enter into any analysis either of the power or the character 
of the success of my departed friend. Of course, we did not 
always agree — I should not thank you for that friendship of 
which that could be said ; the dearest friend one ever had was 
Robert William Dale, but there was a time when even he and 
I did not see eye to eye. So with Mr. Price Hughes. But then 
what I felt was that, whether I differed or whether I agreed, 
here was a strong man, a true man, a Christian man. I 
remember going down to him one Sunday evening at St. 
James's Hall, and I said, ^' My dear fellow, I am here to-night, 
I had nothing to do particularly, and I have come down here 
to-night simply because you have been so abused. It is not 
that I exactly believe with you in all that you have done, but 
I want to show you that, whether I do or not, you are a man 
whom your Mends trust and for whom they would do a very 
great deal.'' That is the man that was needed to bring us 
together. I say I am not going to analyse his qualities ; that 
does not belong to this Federation. We must always remember 
that, if there is a great army, there are also regiments in the 
anny, and, as you all know from the example that is before us 
in another army, the regiments are so determined to see to their 
own dignity that they have peculiar means of enforcing their 
absolute rule. Well, but in this Christian army there are regi- 
ments as well as the host. The Methodists are very proud of 
Mr. Price Hughes. How could they be otherwise ? He has given 
this Federation life, he has given Methodism a new life in the 
country, and I don't wonder that they would be jealous if we 
attempted to pay the kind of tribute which ought to be paid by 
them. Therefore, as time is short, I simply restrict myself to 
speak of his services to this Federation. Now what has he taught 
ns ? Well, he has taught us that we have a stronger affection 
for one another than a great number of people at all believe. 
He believed in the freemasonry of Christian hearts, and he 
knew, whether we were Methodists or Calvinists or Independents, 
whatever we were, that there was one strong bond of union 
which nothing could break, and his one desire was to develop 
and strengthen that, and he did it. Then he knew right well 
that deep down in the hearts of members of the Free Churches 
—I don't care to what section they belong — ^that deep down in 

5 
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their hearts, despite a few odd appearances now and then as to 
admiration of Tom Pain<3 and the like, that down deep beyond 
anything else lay the love of the gospel of Jesns Christ. 
What matter does it make to us after all whether the prophecies 
were written in one century or another ? What matter does it 
make whether there was one Isaiah or two ? The one thing 
that does matter is that we know as a truth that no one can 
dispute that Ood loves the world, and that Jesus Christ came 
into the world to save sinners. Now tiiat was what Price 
Hughes always meant and always felt. He was a man singu- 
larly disinterested — it is a quality that cannot be dwelt upon 
too strongly — disinterested almost to a fault. It seemed to me 
that he never thought about himself. Well, of course, he 
thought about his opinions. If we stand up and maintain our 
principles and our rights,^ people think that we are a little self- 
assertive. But our loyalty is not to ourselves ; our loyalty is 
to the truth that is greater than ourselves. But in the matter 
of all selfish aims and ambitions Price Hughes was singularly, 
beautifully noble. He was marked by an utter absence of that 
which mars the glory of great service wherever it is done. So 
we rejoice that he was able, in his courage, in his love of the 
gospel, in his disinterestedness, in his f orgetf ulness of himself, 
to do such a work. He has not left the work of Christ in 
London as he found it. The West End Mission is itself a great 
fact, and a great fact in which he forgot himself from first to 
last for the sake of the Churches, but above all for the sake of 
his own people. So what can we do but pay him honour to-day ? 
I do not know whether we should not be in a position to do 
him more honour if we were a hundred years apart. I fijid 
that when we are close to even that sainted dead there is so 
much of a faith in this living present that we forget what we 
owe. We remember what we owe to the Puritans, but even 
Puritans never fought harder battles than have been fought 
during the last century, and they have been growing in keen- 
ness and intensity as the century has rolled on. The position 
of things has changed. Price Hughes was one of the men who 
did much to change them. I thank (Jod that he lived and 
worked in connection with a service like this. I thank God 
for the hallowed hours which I have had in fellowship with 
him. My love for him has made me a broader-hearted and 
truer Christian, and I thank God for it. 

Dr. H. S. LUNN said : Mr. President, — On behalf of those who 
loved our dear friend who has gone, I desire to express our 
appreciation of the terms of this resolution, recognising as it does 
the difficulty with which we bow in submission to that strange, 
mysterious blow which has fallen upon us in this our hour 
of trial, but at the same time summoning us to a grateful recog- 
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nidon of the gift wMch God has given to us, and to the whole 
Church of Christ, in the one who has left us during these months 
that have just passed by. We recognise that his gift came at 
a moment in the history of the Christian Church in our land 
when such a man was supremely needed. For the first time 
since the Reformation divisive influences were waning, the 
centripetal forces, forces that made for the centre, the true 
centre of Christian unity, our Lord Jesus Christ, instead of th^ 
centrifugal forces, the forces of division, these centripetal forces 
were making themselves felt. The men of the Oxford Move- 
ment had taught the great truth of the unity of the Church, 
but they had taught it with sad limitations. It was for our 
friend who has gone, and for another who when we remember 
him ought not to be forgotten in naming him — his friend, his 
brother, his colleague, Charies Berry — it was for these men 
together to emphasise the great truth of a unity greater and 
grander than that of which Newman and Eeble and Pusey 
dreamed. These men imagined a unity which left outside their 
communion the millions of those who did not accept the 
episcopal form of government, the unity which was denied to 
them by the great Churches of the East and the Latin Church ; 
but Hugh Price Hughes afiGurmed, with that great saint IrenaBUS 
of days gone by, ** TJhi Ohristus ibi ecclesia " — ^Where Christ is 
there is the Church. That was his message, and he came at a time 
when we Free Churchmen, if we were to maintain our position, 
needed leaders who should af&rm at once our catholicity 
and our churchmanship. And for such a purpose it was 
necessary that he should be what he was, first a theologian, 
and, secondly, an ecclesiastical statesman. He was devoted 
to theology, and he has left his mark upon the history of our 
movement. How great an importance he attached to that Free 
Church Catechism over the deliberations for which he presided 
with such devotion, I myself am in a position to know. Time 
after time, after those memorable discussions, he would go out 
with me and would rejoice that in contrast — in glorious contrast, 
may I say ? — ^to some of those Councils in bygone ages which 
we call the Great Councils, the proceedings had been marked, 
not by bitter animosities, not by terms of opprobrium and 
abase, as happened in those former days, but by a spirit of true 
brotherhood, and the decisions arrived at in defining our faith, 
the &ith of all the Free Churches of England, in the Church, 
in the value of those ordinances which Christ instituted, and in 
the doctrine of saving faith and other truths. These decisions 
were arrived at, not by a vote of a majority, but with absolute 
tmanimity. Those were great facts over which he rejoiced. 
And, then, I say, not only was he as a theologian of great value 
to this movement in guiding the deliberations of that committee, 
but also he rendered great assistance to this movement-— our 
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revered friend is right in saying that our successors a hundred 
years hence would know better than we do how great — ^in. 
insisting that this movement should at the earliest possible 
moment take upon itself a representative character, that it 
should have a definite constitution, that instead of being like 
the Church Congress, a concourse, as Mr. Hughes often used 
to say, of fortuitous atoms, it should be a great representative 
and deliberate assembly ; and we owe that in no small measure 
to his and Charles Berry's insistence. But the Free Church 
Council also owes our departed friend a great debt because he 
ever insisted that it was the duty of the Church of Christ to be, 
not a citadel, but a camp. Ttat is the origin of the term, the 
Forward Movement. He was ever insisting, and that forward 
movement is not the possession of Methodism alone ; thank 
God it has extended to all evangelical Churches : he ever 
insisted that it was the duty of the whole Church of Christ 
to be on the attack ; to be aggressive ; that when once the 
Church began to entrench itself within its fortifications it was 
in great (Singer, and that if it was to be aggressive it must 
insist with all earnestness upon two things : first, what Seeley 
has taught us in Ecce Homo^ that if the Church becomes a mere 
educational institution, that if it forgets that the article of 
conversion is the true articulus stantis aut cadentia ecclesice^ 
it may remain a useful institution, but it is most likely to 
become an immoral and a mischievous one. But where the 
power of conversion remains — and oh I how he did insist upon 
the necessity of that — ^then whatever else is passing it can yet 
be said, " The tabernacle of God is with men." I can never 
forget as a young student at Headingley College his first visit 
during my time ; what a new stimulus it gave to evangelistic 
methods to know that our most cultured minister was our most 
famous evangelist, the one who had had the most complete 
university training was the one who had had the greatest 
success as a soul-winner. And I say, and use the words 
reverently, that he did much to bring into vogue — ^and I attach 
some importance to vogue, for what is vogue but the Zeit-geist, 
the spirit of the age ? — to bring again into vogue the passion 
for the conversion of souls which had marked our forefathers, 
but wa^ then in danger of passing away from us. And this is 
a benefit which has accrued to all the Free Churches. And 
then, on the other hand, whilst he insisted that the soul of all 
improvement is the improvement of the soul, he was never 
tired of affirming that complementary truth that the great aim 
of the Church should be the reconstruction of Society upon a 
Christian basis. He taught Social Christianity in its fullest 
form. As I think of him and all that he has done for us who 
are assembled here, and as I think of Berry, his friend and 
mine, I feel, indeed, that we have not lost them, they are here 
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assuredly with us to-day. That is a thin veil that separates 
the Church militant from the Church triumphant. Surely 
there is a fuller meaning than we sometimes think in that 
great article of the Creed, " I believe in the Communion of 
Saints.'* And as we think of them we say : — 

"Ye appear in oar van. At yoor voice 
Panic, despair flee awaj. 
Ye march through the ranks, recall 
The straggler, refresh the ontwom. 
Praise, reinspire the brave. 
Ye fill up the gaps in oar files, 
Strengthen the wavering lines, 
Stablish, continue our march 
On to the bounds of the west, on to the city of God." 

And as we lift our hearts heavenward to-day in the spirit of 
that resolution and in those noble words from the prayer for 
the Church militant, we exclaim, ** We thank Thee, Father, 
for these Thy servants departed this life in Thy faith and fear, 
beseeching Thee to give us grace so to follow their good 
example, that with them we may be partakers of Thine ever- 
lasting kingdom, through Christ our Lord." 

Mr. Percy W. Bunting said : A great poet has said of 
the funeral of a great pagan, " We come to bury Caesar, not to 
praise him.*^ But it was a pagan sentiment. We are come to 
praise and not to bury. We don't believe in burial. The body is 
buried in peace, but the soul lives evermore. And we are here 
to praise, and we praise without any false modesty, without any 
hesitation. For, while we know that all the gifts and graces 
of our late friend came from above, there they were ; they 
were graces, and they were graces which were largely of 
his own development, and for which his great character 
receives the praise. I don't care much to praise the great gifts 
of a man ; those are given — ^he can do very little to make 
them. It is the virtues of character alone which challenge 
our praise ; and if I mention one or two it is all I have 
time for. Mr. Hughes was a man of extraordinary directness 
and simplicity of character. He was whole-souled. Even in 
his public work you could see that his force came very 
mach from the fact that to the task of the moment, to the 
thought of the moment, to the work of the moment, he was 
entirely devoted. He was always all there. He had no 
hesitation, no doubts, no diversion of mind, no vacillation 
of thought, but absolutely set his whole mind, his whole 
flool on the task of the moment. But that was a charac- 
teristic of all his life. Where did he get it from ? He got it 
from the simple and entire surrender of his whole being in his 
early yoi;tb to the ^avipur who was his Master throughout. It 
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was the wholeness of the surrender which made the whole- 
ness of the life, and it was absolute and clear. You never had 
any doubt about it, either as to his motive or his objects or his 
meaning. It was that which gave him such extraordinary 
power in working out whatever he had to do. His thought 
was clear absolutely, his intent and purposes were clear abso- 
lutely, !and he went to the point with a directness which carried 
him through, with the force of character which now we all 
admire. But that very simplicity which gave him so much force 
in his public work was also characteristic of his own private 
life. He was one of the devoutest men I have ever known — 
and it was not everybody who knew, when they saw him eager 
and even fierce in debate, from what devotion that eagerness 
and fierceness came — devout always in presence of his Master, 
always realising that Presence, always absolutely determined on 
carrying out the great work which he had set himself to do. 
He brought the power of a devout spirit into the whole of his 
life. That is why he was so clear and so strong. And one 
thing more. That great simplicity of character gave him, in 
spite of all divergence, all business cares, absorption in public 
tasks, the love of those who worked with him. They couid see 
straight through the outward to the soul. They felt it deeply. 
You know what they have said in their resolution. I know 
they all feel it,; that he challenged their love, and got their 
love in spite of the fact that he sometimes gave a strong lead 
which it was not quite easy to follow. But of the testimonies 
to the lovingkindness of our Mend Mr. Hughes there is one 
which some of you may know, which, to my mind, is the 
strongest of all. A poor woman — ^a member of his Mission — 
on the day of his funeral had managed by some stroke of luck 
to get threepence which she did not expect out of a week's 
earnings. She spent it in buying a bunch of violets, and 
the day after the funeral she walked several miles up from 
her poor home to the graveside at Highgate to lay them on 
his grave. She found the grave heaped up with floral testi- 
monies of affection from fsu* and wide, and hesitated whether 
her little bunch was worthy to stand by the side of those 
beautiful wreaths. But she thought, " Well, he loved flowers, 
but he loved most of all the love which is behind the gift ; I 
will leave it there for him." While she stood by the grave 
three gravediggers, employed in the ceremony, came up and 
said to her, " This must have been a great man, for so many 
people have been to see his grave." "Oh yes," she said, 
" great indeed." " Well, what was it ? " And she tried to 
give some account of it. " Can you tell us one of his sermons, 
missis?" " I am afraid I cannot remember. But if you will 
come to his memorial service at our Cleveland Hall next Sunday 
you will hear about it, and it will, do you good.". They said, 
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**And when is it ? " "Well, I do not know jnst when it is,.but 
I will bring yon the papenu" She waited a week, and then her 
next half -holiday ^turday got hold of some of the papers 
announcing the serviee, and marched np again to Highgate to 
get these three gravediggers to come and hear the service, and 
hear about her Master, in hope that they too might come in. 
That is the kind of testimony which a minister of Christ 
wants and I would rather have, ths^ all our resolutions, and 
all our own feelings, which mix so much of what is merely 
thoughtful and intellectual with the pure affection of the 
heart. 

Both resolutions were accepted in silence, and the service 
concluded with the Benediction. 



TUESDAY AFTERNOON. 



THE FEDERATION REPORT. 

The Council reassembled at 3 o'clock. After devotional 
exercises, conducted by the Rev. F. Hall, of Scarborough, the 
Prbsidbnt called upon the Rev. Thomas Law, the General 
Organising Secretary, to submit the Organising Report. Copies 
had already been distributed to all the representatives, and Mr. 
Law said that he would not, as in previous years, read any 
extracts from it. The past year had entailed some of the 
heaviest work which had been experienced since the movement 
commenced, and as far as the officials were concerned it had 
been the most trying year they had had to face in their history. 
They had been magnificently served by their retiring President, 
who had visited practically every part of the kingdom, and he 
acknowledged the splendid work done by the hon. secretary. 
Dr. Monro Gibson, and the treasurer. Alderman Evan Spicer. 
He also desired to bear testimony to the great help he had 
received from the paid staff, every member of which, he 
bdieved, was at heart with tiie movement. The Report is 
printed in full in this volume,, beginning on page 167. 

In moving the adoption of the Report, the Rev. J. MOBGAN 
GhsBCUr observed, that without doubt or cavil the past year had 
been a remarkable one^ for it had presented to the mental 
Tidon an England oi^nised for Free Church ideals, such as no 
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man had ever seen and few men had ever dreamt of before. 
The Education measure had applied a very searching test to the 
reality and quality of the Union upon which the Federation 
rested, and the test had revealed two things. One was that the 
Federation was absolutely unanimous in condemnation of the 
measure, and the other was that there was a very wide divergence 
of view in the Federation as to the precise methods which 
should now be adopted in order to defeat the measure. Here 
and there a voice had been raised to bless both the Act and its 
authors, but these few dissentient voices had but served to 
bring out with greater emphasis the chorus of condemnation 
and disapproval. That astute observer and vigilant student of 
Nonconformity, the Duke of Devonshire, from his watch-tower 
on high, had signalled to his Government, waiting in great 
anxiety beneath him, that the omens were good, that the 
billowy flood of opposition was now beginning to abate, and 
that that which had been opposed as a Bill would be submitted 
to as a law. He (the speaker) imagined that he had already 
seen Dr. Clifford employing his spare time in studying " Half- 
hours with the best Authors " with a view to an improvement 
in the style of his next pamphlet, that he was prepared to 
report that Dr. Robertson Nicoll was already experiencing the 
qualms of philosophic doubt, and that at the next dinner of 
Unionist Liberal Nonconformists a prominent feature would be 
Mr. Lloyd-George doing penance to the offended majesty of 
Birmingham. There was, however, no reason for alarm. Tlieir 
agitation was just running its normal course, as the doctors 
would say. They had made some noise, and, whatever was the 
method they adopted, they were in honour bound to make their 
words good, or they would be surely and deservedly despised. 
There still obtained among them differences of opinion as to the 
precise method of attack, but there was no difference of opinion 
at all as to the attack being made. They had given a pledge that 
they would not submit, and they must not submit, and they would 
not submit. Neither would it be rational for them to be satisfied 
with the ancient grounds, and he was delighted to see a resolu- 
tion was to be submitted in condemnation, not only of this Act, 
but of that incestuous union of Church and State, which was 
the parent of the Act, and which, unless they destroyed it, would 
be prolific of measures like unto it in the future. The axe must 
be laid at the root of the tree, and he moved this Report as a 
kind of interim Report, in the hope that before very long, by 
the action of the Federation and the blessing of Gtod upon it, 
their Secretary might yet be privileged to read a Report which 
should tell them that absolute religious equality had been 
achieved here in England ; that the forces of this Federation, 
which were now being detained and employed in endeavouring 
to win fair play for themselves, should be set entirely free for 
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that which was their normal objective, viz., the fighting against 
unbelief and sin and sorrow in this land* 

The Rev. J. H. Shakbspbabe, MA., seconded the adoption 
of the Report He first congratulated Mr. Law on the way in 
which the story of the year had been presented in the Report, 
and went on to allude to a number of instances in which the 
Report showed that very satisfactory progress had been made 
in the right direction. In the first place, he said, it showed 
that the Council was making more real and more effective 
the absolute oneness of the Churches, and making it sure 
that they should face together the problem of how to prevent 
the waste of their forces, of how to use men and money to 
the best possible advantage, and, he hoped, in the near future, 
how to deal with the problem of village religious life and 
religions probation. Then the Council had been singularly 
fortunate in its missions and missioners, and had done during 
the year a great deal to carry the gospel to the people and 
inspiration to the Churches. He had also read with peculiar 
pleasure the pages of the Report dealing with the Girls' Guilds. 
There had been a weakness here in the past, and he was very 
glad to see that this was gradually being repaired. In regard 
to the Education Act, Mr. Shakespeare said it was not &eir 
&ult that they had been brought into serious collision with the 
Church of England. It had been forced upon them by men 
who had no sense of public justice, and who did not believe 
that they had any right to exist, and it had become clear that 
the Council had come into existence not one day too soon. 
They were opposing the serried ranks of Free Churchism against 
this crowning iniquity. The Nonconformists had had the 
making of England for the last three hundred years ; they had 
contributed to its highest well-being, and without them the 
page of England's history for the last three hundred years 
would have furnished a sorry tale. England had trod 
the path of honour, strength, and Empire through that evan- 
gelical patriotism that they had shown. They had stood for 
liberty of conscience, and they were not going to see these 
principles butchered, to make a "Roman holiday." Mr. 
Balfour had not consulted the Nonconformists, but had chosen 
rather to put himself against or to ignore that spirit which had 
never been broken, and he hoped would never be cajoled, and 
he would pay the price. As sure as the sun was in the heavens, 
when this measure was laid in its ignominious grave, this 
epitaph would be put above it, " Killed in infancy by the Free 
Church Council." 

The Rev. JOHK MoNbill said that he felt that the 
atmosphere that afternoon was somewhat electrical, and 
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although he was known everywhere as the incarnation of 
calmness, he felt he shotdd, perhaps, go much farther than he 
cared to go if he let himself loose on the topic that was in all 
their minds. It seemed to him that their evangelistic work 
linked itself on to the great political religious spiritual topic that 
was in all their minds — the Education Act, its antecedents, and 
consequences. At present they were all deploring a certain 
lukewarmness in religion. The great wave by which they were 
striving to attack this was this great unity feature of the Free 
Church work. Every one would agree that the Free Churches 
deserved credit for these united evangelistic meetings. He 
rather thought those who were engineering this Education 
movement were Counting upon the existence in Nonconformity 
of that fatal thing known in the Bible as Laodiceanism, and if 
evangelistic work did anything to raise the religious temperature 
they got their best weapon in fighting this Education problem. 
It was a deeply spiritual question. He was rather disappointed at 
the old Free Church of Scotland seeming to swallow this Act. 
It was most deplorable, and he hung his Scottish head with a 
feeling of shame. Mr. McNeill went on to allude to the year 
1843. " There are," he said, " only two dates in history — 1314 
— ^that's Bannockbum — ^things began then — and 1843 — that was 
the disruption, and things began again. If we hold those two 
dates firmly you have the north and the south poles and every^- 
thing swings in between them." In 1843, he continued, 
politicians talked down the preachers, the same things were 
said about them then, and it was all gloriously falsified, and he 
believed it would be gloriously falsified again. They had 
discover^ed in these days that earthworks made the best fortifi^ 
cations, in which the heaviest artillery buried its shot helplessly, 
and he thought it was the earthworks of the village, the vjllage 
Hampdens, and the mute but not inglorious Miltons, quiet, 
obscure men, but with a rooted antipathy to Pope and Popery, 
against whom, in the hour of trial, they would find that all 
this bearing down in its insulting might would break itself to 
pieces. 

The Rev. W. J. TOWNSBND, D.D., wished to emphasise one 
or two things in the Report. One was that they had in no wise 
neglected the religious side of their work, which had never had 
more prominence or success than in the past year. The first 
item in their programme was to cultivate religious and evan^ 
gelistic work. They had sought to do that and had succeeded, 
notwithstanding that the year they had recently passed through 
had been a tremendously strenuous one. Another point he 
wished to emphasise was the success attending Mrs. Benham^s 
efforts in extending the Girl's Guild movement. He urged them 
to cultivate it more than in the past. The Girls' Friendly 
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Society was doing an enormons amount of good for the Church 
of England, but tiiey did trace in many places an injury done to 
their Nonconformity through the kind of work carried out by 
that organisation. They ought to think of their Free Church 
girls and mend this weak place, as it was called, in their 
Nonconformity, He looked upon the Report as a chapter of 
English history that would be preserved for future reference, 
and that future historians must consider and consult. It also 
contained a policy that they must carry out in days to come, 
and on the Education question he would like to remind them of 
Lord Rosebery's words that " he never spoke truer words in his 
life than when he said that if Nonconformists did not resist and 
destroy this Bill there would cease to be a living force in 
Nonconformity in the future." They intended to fight this 
battle and carry on this war, even if it was prolonged for thirty 
years. In conclusion, Di*. Townsend bore his tribute to the 
staff at the Memorial Hall. 

The Report was unanimously adopted. 

THE BALANCE-SHEET. 

Alderman Evan SPIGBB, J.P., Chairman of the Finance 
Committee of the National Council, submitted the balance- 
sheet^ which is printed at the beginning of this volume. Mr. 
Spicer explained that the balance-sheet, as a whole, was not 
quite so good as it was last year. The donations and collections 
were over £1,000 better, but that and more they had spent over 
the educational campaign. The subscriptions were about the 
same as last year, and there was a slight increase in the special 
donations for federation grants. In conclusion. Alderman 
Spicer referred to the magnificent pecuniary support given by 
Mr. Cadbury, and to the admirable work of the Secretary, Mr. 
Law, who had largely organised the Free Church Councils 
throughout England and the educational campaign. 

Mr. W. P* Hartley, J.P., moved the adoption of the state- 
ment. He regretted that it was somewhat worse than last year, 
and personally expressed the opinion that it was not insig- 
nificant having regard to the claims of their Free Church 
Council work throughout the country. He appealed to them 
to rise in every respect to their financial responsibility. 

Mr. HjipwoHTH, who seconded the proposition, announced 
that he would have great pleasure in supporting the fund by a 
gift of £100, 

The Financial Statement was adopted unanimously. 
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The next business was a paper on— 

THE MODERN MISUSE OF THE LORD'S DAY. 
By Rev. 0. Silvester Hornb. 

Mr. President, my dear Friends, — It is no new problem 
that is to engage our attention this afternoon ; but it is an old 
problem that is with us to-day in a very acute form. I do not 
suppose that any one will question the statement that so far as 
attendance at public worship is concerned the tendency of the 
last ten or twenty years 1ms been distinctly retrograde. I 
will say at the outset that the cause of this is mainly, in my 
judgment, that the old reasons and motives for the religious 
observance of the Sunday have ceased to be authoritative ; 
and we have not yet supplanted them with other and sounder 
ones. The old Sabbatarianism is dead. It was inevitable that 
it should die. You cannot permanently sustain a Christian 
institution by Jewish sanctions. The old view was too 
negative ; and we need nothing more to-day than a Christian 
" Thou Shalt," which shall supersede the " Thou shalt nots " of 
the Old Testament. "The question of keeping the Sunday," 
said Dr. Dale years ago, "is a question of privilege and not 
of duty." Allow me to add that it can only present itself as a 
matter of duty where it is defended as our duty to the higher 
life of the nation. That the higher life of the nation must 
suffer irretrievably if the present tendency to make Sunday 
sacred only to athleticism and social recreation continue, we 
in this assembly are, I doubt not, convinced. Therefore the 
movement to inspire a new reverence for the Sunday as the 
supreme opportunity for the cultivation of the highest and 
worthiest life, is in the best sense of a hardly used word 
patriotic. 

I will not abuse your patience, but I wish to remind you in 
a few sentences what has been our historic testimony on this 
question. The early Puritans were the first to rebel against 
the law which compelled all citizens to attend church on the 
Sunday. In the fight for freedom of worship they challenged 
the theory that it was a fit and proper thing for the State to 
coerce its subjects into certain forms of religious observances. 
We are all aware that every privilege that has ever been won — 
and this one was dearly bought — has been liable to gross abuse. 
Our fathers purchased the privilege under which betting and 
sporting papers exist to-day. The privilege of the suffrage is, 
as we are sometimes painfully reminded, the privilege to vote 
for the wrong man. And the privilege of worshipping God 
according to one's own conscience involves the privilege of not 
worshipping God at all. The men and women who protested 
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against the attempt to make the nation religions by Act of 
I^liament were not unaware that when the practice of public 
worship was a purely voluntary act, many people would forsake 
the assembling of themselyes together. But at least, they 
argued, if there is more outward neglect, there will be less 
public hypocrisy. So far then the testimony of our fathers 
was on the side of freedom. But that this did not mean 
indifference to the serious observance of Sunday became 
equally clear by their attitude to the Declaration of Sports. It 
has been pointed out by Mr. Gteirdiner that by this Declaration 
any one who attended the parish church in the morning might 
amuse himself during the rest of the day, provided he did not 
play at bowls, or bait either bulls or bears. In other words, 
the Declaration " bribed men to worship God by the alluring 
prospect of a dance in the afternoon.** Now the men who had 
been most earnest in their protest against compulsory church 
attendance were equally earnest in their protest against what 
they felt to be the degradation of the Day of Rest. Their 
protest was, to quote Mr. Gardiner again, ^* that man has 
higher objects in life than dancing round a Maypole or 
carousing at a tavern.*' I do not think I shall misrepresent 
the feeling of this assembly when I say that we hold by these 
two positions still. We have little faith in making men 
Christians by law. We realise that when we have secured for 
a man the privilege of a free Sunday he may very possibly 
abuse the privilege, but we believe he is none the less entitled 
to it. We are in favour of every possible restriction of Sunday 
labour by legislation so that a man may be free to obey the 
highest instincts of his nature if he will. We object absolutely 
to the privilege conferred by law upon the trade which is the 
greatest enemy of the moral and spiritual life of Englishmen. 
We protest that even publicans and barmaids have souls, and 
are entitled to the opportunity of Sunday. And we affirm 
that no more diabolical custom ever stained the reputation 
of a Christian State than the custom of this country which, 
on the one day when its citizens are most at liberty, turns the 
whole tide of life into the doors of the public-house. 

I submit to you that it is in accordance with our witness for 
freedom of worship that we should make our voices heard 
to-day in favour of the proposition that men and women should 
be free upon the Sundays to worship God if they will. There 
is a province of activity here for our civic and political 
influence. I am of opinion that the State will have to deal 
drastically with the great railway corporations. The increase 
of Sunday traffic in recent years has been enormous. Nobody 
can pretend that it is necessary. If it did not exist there 
would be little or no demand for it. Men and women are 
tempted to travel because trains run ; and the trains run very 
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largely because Sunday tripe make for railway dividends. 
Every inorease of traffic means that somebody loses liis 
Sunday privileges, as well as that scores of people are tempted 
to neglect theirs. Supposing the postal authorities decided 
that letters should be delivered in London on the Sunday, 
a whole army of postmen and others would lose their day of 
rest. Because the practice is against a Sunday delivery 
nobody wants one. If no passenger trains were run on 
Sunday nobody would travel, and in a short time nobody 
would complain ; whereas, at the present time, there seems 
to be a keen competition among railway companies as to which, 
can provide the most popular Sunday excursions. I maintain 
that it was never contemplated when large powers and privi- 
leges were conceded to the great railway companies by 
Parliament that they would seek to swell their dividends 
by breaking up the religious habits of the community, and set 
a pernicious example by the multiplication of Sunday labour. 

I pass now to the difficult question of Sunday amusements. 
So far we have avoided the opening of racecourses or theatres 
on the Sunday. But we are perilously near that point, and 
I do not know anything thit has helped to carry us further in 
that, direction than the rapidly growing custom of Sunday golf. 
We all know what happens. Golf clubs are being established 
in all parts of the kingdom, and especially at seaside resorts 
and quiet inland villages within reach of large towns. These 
clubs are not supported by the residents, and as a rule the 
residents are helpless to protect themselves against them. 
The week-enders invade the place from Saturday till Monday, 
with the result that everywhere the people are becoming quite 
femiliar with the idea of Sunday as a day to be devoted to 
sport. This desecration of the Lord's Day is an unspeakable 
scandal and offence to simple, earnest. God-fearing people ; 
and it is to be feared it is having a most demoralising effect 
upon the younger generation. In this case, as in the case of 
various other fashionable amusements, such as boating, motor- 
ing, and so forth, I cannot see that anything can be done 
simply along negative lines ; although I take it for granted 
that such influence as we possess will steadily be used 
against the practice of keeping golf clubs open seven days a 
week. But there can be no doubt whatever that we have got 
to teach the people to use their day of leisure to nobler advan- 
tage. In other words the only real cure is a revival of religious 
interest. If we can bring home to them that this devotion of 
the Sunday to amusement means the loss of something vital 
out of life, we shall do more to discourage effectually this 
secular tendency which we all deplore than by any mere 
denunciations or prohibitions. 

Give me leave to say it is a shallow question whether this or 
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that form dt amttsemaait is sinful in itself ; and it is a shallow 
argoment that if it lis innooent it is no more vrrong on 
Sunday than oh any other day. We can settle nothing that 
nvay. Some people will appeal to the supposed &0t that John 
Calvin played bowls on the Sunday in order to prove that ihey 
are jns^ed in doing nothing else. If they spent the rest of 
their Sunday as John Calvin spent his they mig^t perhaps have 
ih&vt game of bowls and be forgiven. The people who might 
fairly claim to be excused if they indulged in some innocent 
recreation on the Sunday are the very people who do not 
need to claim absolution. The people who shelter themselves 
beneath the authority of John Calvin in this respect never appeal 
to Ills authority in any other. There is a great deal of cant in 
the common excuses that are urged in justification of absence 
from public worship. If men and women were quite candid, 
they would admit tliat they prefer amusement and recreation — 
the golf-course,, the river, or the novel ; but they don^t like to 
say 80, and so iiiey usually allege that churches are draughty or 
that churches are stuffy, that they are waiting till the music is 
better, or that they cannot be expected to go and hear Mr. So- 
and-So preach — ^his manner is so distressing. We shall not 
<leal with this apathy which is the real cause of the neglect of 
the higher uses of the Sunday until we are quite sure ourselves 
why we expect people to go to church. Let us be frank. They 
dc»iH go, or they oughtn^t to go, for any aesthetic reasons. 
That is certain. They ought not to go just because the music 
is good or the ritual fine. After all ^ey can hear better music, 
and see nobler art, pictorial or dramatic, elsewhere. To go to 
church for the same reasons for which you go to a high-class 
concert or a first-rate play is, if I may only use the plainest 
argument, to cut yourself off from the privilege of public 
worship except when you liappen to be just where you can 
enjoy a service magnificently rendered. The instinct of com- 
mon worship is not given us for rare occasions. Do you 
remember the striking testimony of Carlyle at the end of his 
long life ? He was describing the little Burgher congregation 
in Ecclef echan. Its humble minister was, he says, the ^^ priest- 
liest man I ever, under any ecclesiastical guise, was privileged 
to look upon *' ; and he goes on, *' This peasant union, this little 
heath-thatched house, this simple evangelist together consti- 
tuted properly the Church of the district ; they were the 
blessing and saving of many ; on me, too, their pious, heaven- 
sent iiSuences still rest and live ! '' 

Then he goes on, ** That poor temple of my childhood is more 
sacred to me than the biggest cathedral then extant could have 
been ; rude, rustic, bare, no temple in the world was more so ; 
but there were sacred lambencies, tongues of authentic fiame, 
which kindled what was best in me, what has not yet gone 
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out.^' So wrote one of the greatest literary figures of the last 
century, tracing back the pions heaven-sent influences of his 
life to that rude meeting-house and those rustic worshippers ; 
all of which he had lost if he had not united himself to them 
in worship, and shared in the power of this higher life. Cer- 
tainly it was no craving for aesthetics that drew him there. 
How crude and tuneless was many a Scotch psalm! How 
heavy and narrow many a discourse I But the congregation of 
worshipping spirits received the tongues of authentic flame : 
the gift of Ood's own presence and illumination to those who 
worship Him in spirit and in truth. Alas 'for the nature that 
can find satisfaction without this experience ! 

I put it to you, my hearers, that we of the Free Churches 
must set forth the highest ideal of worship if we are to counter- 
act the modem tendency to neglect it. We must make it 
known that the power of a Church is less even in the power of 
the pulpit than in the power of the pew ; the power of the 
worshipping congregation. The spirit of worship is less to get 
than to give. I have often said that in the worshipping con- 
gregation, doubt may be made impossible. The answer can be 
provided there to all the doubts and misgivings and perplexities 
of a restless age. The hour of worship can be made over- 
whelming in its demonstration of the presence of (Jod in His 
Church. You can hear better speaking any day in great public 
meetings ; you can hear finer music any day in the concert-room 
— ^which is no reason, mind you, why either preaching or 
music should be less than our best — but you can't get any- 
where else what you can and do get when a congregation meets 
in this spirit — ^the demonstration of the presence and power of 
Gk)d. 

I could of course say more — much more. I could speak of 
the necessity for making it evident to all people that the 
Churches stand for brotherhood, sympathy, love ; that they are 
not indifferent to the legitimate ambitions of the working 
classes, nor unduly considerate of the rich because they are 
rich and powerful. Also I should have liked to insist that we 
should make it equally evident to all thoughtful and cultured 
people that we are not obscurantist ; and we do not believe 
that the message of religion to the reason is that it should 
abdicate its functions and stultify itself. We of the Free 
Churches believe it to be our duty to seek to interpret the will 
and mind of Christ to our generation and in the language of 
our generation ; and that this is the best service we can render 
to the Commonwealth. The problem before us is not an im- 
possible one. Even the least favourable statistics provided by 
the London census show us that it is not an impossible problem. 
The worshipping population of the metropolis is large enough 
to arrest its.secularisation if it will. Only I urge, as I close, tluit 
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we most cease to employ the old and obsolete Sabbatarian 
argnments, cease to rest Christian institutions on Jewish sanc- 
tions, and seek to demonstrate that these meeting-houses of ours 
are for the cultivation of the fuller and higher manhood, the 
experience of " pious, heaven-sent influences," the knowledge 
of God, and the satisfaction of the soul. 



EVENING SESSION. 



At 7.30 the Council assembled to hear what is known as the 
Council Sermon, which was delivered by the Rev. R. J. 
Campbell, M.A. : — 

THE PROPHET IN PRAYER. 
By Rev. R. J. Campbell, M.A. 

*'I will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me."— Gek. xxxii. 26. 
" God forbid that I should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you.''— 
1 Sam. xiL 23. 

May I venture to speak to-night principally to my brother 
ministers, and not as a censor, but as a brother, on the subject 
of The Prophet in Prayer ? 

In these two striking passages, the utterance of patriarch and 
prophet, we have a source of inspiration, a mark for our 
guidance, and a subject for heart-searching. Here are two 
strongly contrasted crises of spiritual experience, the experience 
of the servant of God in all time. Let us compare them a little 
more closely. 

In the first the patriarch Jacob is before us, an erring, sin- 
ning, suffering man. He has been for a generation an exile 
from his father's house, dwelling amongst strangers. He is the 
possessor of a heritage obtained by fraud, and it has profited 
him nothing. As George Eliot says : " It was not worth doing 
wrong for — ^nothing ever is in this world." After the lapse of 
80 many years one might have thought that his sin was expiated, 
and the very memory of it wiped out. We have no record of 
the way in which it affected himself ; it is not recalled in the 
pages of the book from which we have read. Great changes 
have taken place since the sin was committed. Jacob is no 
longer alone. With his staff he passed over Jordan ; now he 
has become two bands. He is returning to the land of his 
&thers, but right across his path comes a reminder of the day 
of his guilt. The shadow and retribution is over him ; Esau 
hifl brother, from whom he has nothing to expect but vengeance, 
ifi coming to meet him with a strength greater than his own. 

6 
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Then the memory of the past awakes in the breast of this man, 
and not for himself only is he anxious now. He could bear 
the worst that his brother could inflict, were it not that he is 
father and master. He has a household to think of. Not to 
himself alone does he stand or fall ; but if he be punished, 
some shall be smitten whom he holds dearer than his own life. 
He tries every means to propitiate his brother. He has but 
little hope of succeeding, so he falls to praying. Alone he 
wrestles until the breaking of the day. But in that dark vigil 
Esau was vanquished before the meeting took place ; the sinner 
became triumphant ; he had saved not only himself but those 
he prayed for when he prayed for himself — ^f or true penitence, 
let me say, always contains an intercessory element. If a man 
prays for forgiveness for himself alone, and if selfishness be the 
most prominent feature in his prayer, his penitence is false. 
Jacob wrestled till the breaking of the day with breaking heart 
because of his dread for his own. He was thinking of the 
wife and the little ones behind him, and that was the reason he 
was so urgent, and beat against the breast of God, saying, " I 
will not let Thee go except Thou bless me." And the blessing 
came : the sinful, buffering, erstwhile mean-spirited trickster 
becomes the prince who has power with God and with men, 
and has prevailed. In short contrast with this is the case of 
the prophet Samuel. Here is one whose own account of 
himself we have heard in the lesson we have read, who from 
his childhood upward had served the Lord. He had had no 
interest of his own ; the people of Israel had been his flock, 
his children, his very life. We see him now, in the hour of his 
failure. All his efforts are fruitless. His entreaties have gone 
for nothing, his labours have returned upon him empty. A 
rebellious and ungrateful people stand upon the one side, and 
the prophet and his God stand upon the other. Now it is his 
duty, stern and hard, to denoimce them and warn them of the 
terrors of the law« It is a sublime moment in his life, but 
it is a question whether the prophet saw its sublimity — ^has 
any prophet ever seen the sublimity of the supreme moment of 
his life ? Here speaks one who had no interest of his own to 
serve. He had forgotten himself in solicitude for his people ; 
and yet he had failed — ^failed. And as he warns them of a 
wrath to come, and they plead with him to entreat with God — 
"Pray for us that we die not" — ^we can almost see his de- 
meanour as he answers, " Pray for you ? All my life has been 
given for you ; I have laboured for you, and laboured in vain. 
But God forbid that I should cease to pray." 

Here, then, in these two utterances we have compassed for us 
the extremes of experience, the experience of every servant of 
God to whom souls are committed in tru^ And I venture to 
say that you must be Jacob before you can be Samuel, and the 
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prayer of penitence of the man who had got as low as he can m 
pleading with God ifor his own soul is like unto the prayer of ' 
the prophet Who stands between God and the souls of other 
men as a mediator. Here, then, we have two things : we have 
the shmer become the prince, we have the mediatorship of the 
prophet. 

The greatest need of the present day, I take it, is the need 
for stewards of the mysteries of God. We have ministers of 
Christ in abundance, faithful ministers, honest and true, but 
we have not many stewards of the deep things. We have 
practical men, public servants, leaders of thought, champions of 
the faith, but not many men with a vision of things unseen. 
We have been warned sometimes that the multitude is deserting 
the house of God. The statistics published recently by the 
Daily News have alarmed many of you who worship in this 
place to-night. It may be that their significance is somewhat 
exaggerated ; nevertheless they give us cause for some searching 
of heart. Can we be complacent if the great mass of our 
ooimtrymen remain outside the radius of organised Christianity, 
and care nothing for the public worship of the Lord's day or 
the message of him who preaches the good tidings of great joy ? 
We occupy ourselves earnestly about other things, we must 
needs think about this thing. 

Again, it is true that in many cases the pew sits in judgment 
on the pulpit, and we are warned that the day of the pulpit is 
over, that now the prophet speaks by the printed page rather 
than by the living word. If so, some of us are arraigned at the 
bar of God to-night. It ought never to be so. The living man 
speaks the living word; we always take precedence of the 
printed page, unless that page be the Holy Book from which 
we have read our message to-night. Again, how often we 
ourselves have felt — ^I speak as a hearer now — ^when we have 
entered a place of worship that the man in the pulpit might 
have been living in another planet ; he never comes near to my 
life, he is speaking in an unknown tongue. He has nothing to 
give me, and yet he himself is hungry, and if he were in the 
pew he would know when the bread of life was given to him 
to eat. How often it seems as though the preacher is trifling 
with the souls before him. His sermon has cost him infinite 
pains ; how long it may have taken him to build it no one but 
himself can tell ; and yet somehow when this sermon, built 
with so much labour, so much self-sacrificing toil, is presented 
to the people, they turn away indifferent. He does not speak 
with the prophet's voice who uses the words of Holy Writ. 

How often it seems, again, as though those who are listening 
to us missed in our voice the accent of conviction. I know of 
nothing more awful than that position of a preacher, who for 
daily bread declares Sunday after Sunday truths that do not 
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spring from the depths of his own experience, truths which he 
only half believes or doesn't perhaps believe at all. I have 
been told that men are placed in this position, and one is almost 
compelled to believe it — ^that you go on talking when your own 
heart is dry because of the wife and the chilcLren at home who 
must be fed. But if ever a man was placed in a Oethsemane, 
surely you are that man placed in a position like that. Then, 
again, the note of authority is missing. We want it back — ^the 
note of spiritual certainty. Was it not Dr. Clifford who said, 
" The shadow of the priest is upon the land ? " Why, Doctor ? 
It is because the prophet is so seldom seen ; and brethren, it is 
indubitable that wherever the prophet stands the priest has little 
power. Why do people turn to the priest ? Why do we find 
it necessary to denounce priestcraft, and to try to stand between 
the children and the confessor who would claim their souls ? 
It is because people long for the ring of certainty, for the voice 
of authority, and if the prophet is not there to give it in the 
accent of conviction they will turn to the priest, with the 
spurious claims ; but where the prophet stands forth with 
tongue and heart of fire the priest they will not endure. 
Where can this accent of authority come from ? It must come 
from the living experience of the prophet himself. When we 
dare to stand up to speak about the deep things of God we must 
be sure that we know them, and to know them we must begin 
at the bottom and not at the top. The true prophet will never 
dare speak down. Having been down, he stays there in the 
valley of humiliation that he may help souls who find them- 
selves in the same place. How often it is that a man comes to 
us — should I say often? — ^but how has it been when a man 
comes to us with broken heart and a burden of guilt, and a 
lurid past, and an awful fact in his life with which he cannot 
deal ? And we have nothing to tell him and nothing to give. 
" Oh," you say, " we have." But you have not ; for he comes 
away again and says you have not helped him. Speaking from 
experience, I can say with humiliation no pain in my ministry 
has been so great as the pain of failure to bind up a broken 
heart and to heal a moral wound. Was there something that 
one did not know? In Dr. Fairbaim's last book, '*The 
Philosophy of the Christian Religion" — a profound but 
beautifully human book, such as only a spiritual scholar could 
write — there is an instance given of this. That great thinker 
and master of the Free Churches of this country says he once 
knew a man of great promise, of unmistakable genius, of 
powers, from whom everybody expected much, who had 
acquitted himself to the satisfaction of his professors and his 
fellows in class before he went out to tell the great world the 
message of his Master. But the first time he stood up in a 
pulpit and saw before him the men who were really living life, 
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and the women who were bearing bnrdens, a sense of the 
overwhelming horror of it, of the little man can ever do to cope 
with the forces of evil, with the deep sorrow for which there 
appeared to be no remedy that he knew of, stmck him dumb ; 
he had nothing to say ; but he silently deckred to God that if 
he could escape from that awful place he would never lift up 
his voice again until he had something to tell about a mystery 
behind the mystery — ^good tidings to save. And, brethren, he 
never did speak as prophet again — silenced by the problem of 
human woe. When I read that passage I felt a great dread 
grip my heart, the dread lest one had been unfaithful, even 
unconsciously, by treading on the surface of things, unconscious 
of the depths below; and the question was asked and 
answered. Do I know the deep things of God, or am I only 
prattling about them as I stand face to face with sinning, 
suffering men ? We must know before conviction and 
authority become part of our message, and men are won. And, 
brethren, we can only know by doing as Jacob did. We may 
have served for a generation and thought we were doing well, 
that we could claim the promise of God to make us a multitude ; 
but the day comes, perhaps, when we find ourselves stripped of 
illusions and face to face with the bare facts of life. Then woe 
to our souls if we trifle I Would we deal with sinners, we 
must know som^ithing of the mystery of the Cross. It is not 
sympathy that is wanted in the pulpit ; at any rate, not chiefly 
sympathy. Sympathy may be a counsel of despair. What is 
wanted is identity of experience with the men to whom you 
would speak. If a man comes with a burden of sin are you a 
man who said, and Iqiew what you meant when you said, " God 
be merciful to me a sinner " ? We may learn something from 
the silences of the pulpit, and I fear often that the accent of 
conviction is wanting in the messs^e of redemption, because 
the prophet has not been himself redeemed. Brethren, we 
have to get into the depths here, and it is only done in the 
vigil, in the darkness, the wrestling until the break of day. 
** God be merciful to me a sinner ! " sometimes means, God 
show me my sin and the way out, and give me to point 
that way. 

<* Beneath the Cross of Jesus 

I fain would take my stand, 
The shadow of a mighty rock 

Within a weanr land ; 
A home within the wilderness, 

A rest upon the way, 
From the burning of the noontide heat, 

And the burden of the day. 

**I take Thy Cross, O Saviour, 
For my abiding place, 
I ask no other sunshine 
Than the sunshine of Thy face ; 
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Content to let the world go bji 

To know no gain or lo68» 
My sinful self my only shame, 

My glory all the Gross." 

You may learn that late in life, but learn it you must before 
you will speak to sinful men with the power of a Spurgeon or 
a Parker. We must get down before we get up, be like nnto 
the sinner that we may remain by him all the days of our life. 
Then it seems to me, brethren, that the note of communion is 
largely absent to-day. Our fathers had it — ^have we lost it ? 
There never 'was a time more fruitful in Christian efforts than 
to-day ; there never was a time of greater activity, never were 
there so many conventions, demonstrations, federations, 
congresses, and what not. But there was an old type of 
evangelical life, a solitary and a self-sufficient type, which did 
not and could not tell all it knew, no, not to the nearest and 
the dearest ; a time when men waited upon God, not always 
begging and beseeching, but communing. Our fathers may- 
have been short of something, but they were right in having 
that. To be powerful with God you must remain with Him. 
And to-day is the result of our activity <5ommensurate with the 
energy put forth ? If not, it might pay us to withdraw from a 
little of it and get into the holy place, and be alone till the 
breaking of the day, till we can wrench a blessing as it were 
from the unwilling hands of God. 

Sometimes Gk>d makes the giving of His greatest blessings 
hard, and when we have got them we are glad that it was so. 
Jacob wrestled as for life and death, praying few his own soul 
becsause he knew that with his personality was bound up the 
spiritual destiny of others. The worst punishment that ever 
fells upon guilt is the punishment which is borne by the inno- 
cent in the sight of the guilty. And no man fallethto himself ; 
therefore by what we are not some suffer, as by what we are 
some gain. Into the holy place I With violence, heavenly 
violence, take the kingdom by force. " I will not let Thee go 
except Thou bless me." The prophet's mediatorship is of niany 
kinds. It is a loneliness. All prophets are lonely. There is 
something that this assembly will not do for you, brethren, 
not for any of you. You will go back as lonely in the deepest 
things as when you came here. If from the word that is so 
feebly spoken from this platform to-night you are getting good 
you will never be able to tell to the preacher himself what 
good ; you will feel as though he were thrust out of the 
operation, and God laid a grip on your soul. There is a 
mediacy in spirituality if it is to be value, and that is purchased 
at a price. 

Brethren, mark the contrast between Samuel and Jacob. 
Jacob stood between his people and the consequences of his 
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sin ; Samnel stood between his people and the consequences of 
theirs. When once you have known what true repentance 
m^ans, when once the burden of souls is laid upon you, you 
will often play the part of Samuel, you will be thrusting your- 
self between your people and their own sin, and the suffering 
that comes therefrom. Breti^en, here is the spirit of prophecy 
that merges it in priesthood. Never be afraid of the spurious 
priest ; if you have the mediatorship of the prophet you will 
be laid upon the altar of sacrifice, counting not the cost for love 
of Grod and sympathy with men. As Samuel wrought, so will 
you. For if you have ever been into the holy place bearing 
your own sins before God, you will know the way again for 
sins that are not yours. 

What things matter most ? Let these meetings show before 
Thursday night comes. We shall to-morrow morning be dis- 
cussing with vehemence and heat the effect of the Education 
Act upon the future of Nonconformity. Well, brethren, let 
me not diminish one jot or one tittle of your earnestness, but 
beware that you know what you mean in your statement of 
terms. It is not Nonconformity that matters, Lord Rosebery 
notwithstanding. It is what Nonconformity stands for. The 
Free Church Federation might be broken into pieces, yet the 
work of God would go on. He does not need our organisations 
and institutions. The soul of one little child is of more im- 
portance to the great scheme of things and the Master of 
them than any Council of State or international treaties. The 
things that matter are souls. But how few know to-day what 
it is to travail for a soul I We feel an interest in men and an 
interest in sermons ; we have a great deal to say, and we say it 
with earnestness ; but often it does not matter much when the 
saying is over what becomes of the souls to whom it was said. 

brethren, if we can just alter that, England will be stirred to 
heart an,d centre before the twentieth century has gone far. 

1 care not what form it may take ; it all depends upon the 
prophet's prayer, the prophet's mediation, whether there be a 
revival at all. Some of you have read, perhaps all of you have 
read, Victor Hugo's " Notre Dame." The most harrowing scene 
in the book oomes near the end, and I confess without shame 
that I did not sleep for two nights after I had read it. It is the 
scene in which the mpst interesting character in the book, a 
&ir young girl, is put to death aa a witch after she had just 
met and discovered her mother. It wotdd be too long to quote 
it I shall not try. This fair young girl is the victim of the 
filthy brutes who take away her life, though as pure as a lily. 
That worst of monardis, that superstitious devil, Louis XL, 
gave her to the gallows. The officers of the so-called law came 
up to seek her, and an old hag to whom she fied for refuge 
would have given her up with cynicism and mocking laughter, 
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but she discovered she was her own child long lost. Oh, hew- 
that mother changed I The divine in her woke up. Inch by 
inch and foot by foot she fought for her daughter's life with 
talons and with tongue, with the storm of denunciation, and 
with the pleading eloquence of agony that melted the hearts of 
the executioners. And had it not been that their own life 
would have paid the forfeit they would have let their victim 
go. But it was all in vain. The daughter was hung, and the 
mother perished at the foot of the scaffold. She won — she 
won I " In death they were not divided," and it may be that 
vicious old sot, whose life had been given to vice and infamy, 
was saved in the moment of her death by the intercessory 
striving for the daughter's life. God gave it to her in heaven. 

Brethren, I may be speaking to a man who knows a little 
about what that means ; one who has fought vdth death for his 
boy. You lost that battle ; the Prince of heaven prevailed 
against you, and your child is safe in the arms of Jesus. Can 
it teach you how to fight with hell for somebody else's boy ? 
Ah, the eloquence born of experience I If you have been near 
to the mouth of the pit of destruction yourself even in prayer ; 
if you have wrestled till the break of day for the blessing 
without which prophecy is hypocrisy, you will know how to 
stand between God and your people, and plead for a life that 
is dearer to you than it is to themselves ; and not to do it — 
not to do it is sin. "Where is the point where the prophet's 
labours stop — with the sermon ? Why, they don't even begin 
there. The sermon is made in the secret place. With the 
labours ? The labours are of no use without the prayers. If 
you are mighty in prayer God will take care of your tongue. 
Brethren, let us take care to pray ; in the Holy of Holies be 
familiar with Gk)d, and you will be fearless before men. The 
pews sit in judgment on you ! Man of authority, let the man 
tremble, let the prophet burn, scorch, and wither them. They 
will forget to sit in judgment on you. Even when they hate 
you they will know that you are true. Never keep anything 
back ; declare the whole counsel of God, as it is given to you. 
Never trouble with self-pity, or strike the plaintive note. You 
who come from the outposts, who know what it is to suffer 
where there is no brotherly sympathy to help you, you are not 
alone ; for if men forget, or never remember, still God is there 
— is there. And when labour is fruitless, still there is prayer. 
God forbid that we should sin against the law ; for when 
labour is vain we have ceased to pray. 

" O power to do ! O baffled will! 
O prayer and action, ye are one. 
Who may not strive may still fulfil 
The harder task of standing still, 
And good bat wished with God is done." 
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WEDNESDAY. 



MORNING SESSION. 

The Council reassembled at 9 o'clock. The devotional exer- 
cises were conducted by the Rev. R. F. Horton, D.D., who 
preached the following sermon : — 

CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST. 
By Rev. R. F. Horton, D.D. 

" I have been crucified with Christ : nevertheless I live ; yet not I, bat Christ 
liveth in me : and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of ^e 
Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me." — Gal. 11. 20. 

These are the words of Paul, Paul the Missionary, Paul the 
Apostle. They are not my words. I wish they were. I wish 
I could speak them to myself in their entirety. Perhaps some 
of you, my brethren, are able to do so. If so, blessed are ye, 
for the age demands, and the world needs, and the Church 
should pray for, a multitude of men and women who can say 
these words. For myself, I confess with sorrow that they go 
beyond me. There are faint gleams of resemblance in them 
m my experience, but in their entirety they seem to be in 
another region. When Paul tells me tlmt Christ was crucified 
for me, and that He bore my sins and took them away, I can 
believe that, I must believe that. But when he says, " I have 
been crucified with Christ," there I hesitate. I turn to these 
records of the Crucifixion. I look down the familiar details, 
and I say. What part have I had in things like these ? When 
did I stand before the Judge, a multitude howling at me, and a 
robber and a thief preferred before me ? When did I see the 
lodge wash his hands to show me innocent, and then hand me 
over to the fury of the mob ? When was I stripped by soldiers 
who parted my garments and cast lots for my raiment ? When 
was a crown of thorns put on my brow, or when did I suffer a 
cruel mockery worse than thorns ? When was I hanging on 
the Cross, watching the people wag their heads and saying, 
"He saved others. Himself He cannot save ? Let God deliver 
Him if He delights in Him." 

When I read these details of the Crucifixion, I cannot say I 
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have been crucified. Or again this confident statement, " Christ 
liveth in me." Dare I say that ? If I were disposed to say it 
for a moment, immediately a thousand passages in my life 
start up to rebuke me. If Christ had been living in me, how 
could I have been so cold, so callous to the sin and the suffering 
of the world ? If Christ had been living in me, how could 
these words have escaped my lips which wounded the souls of 
men or injured the cause of Gk>d ? If Christ had been living 
in me, the train of unhallowed thoughts, how could they have 
passed through my brain ? I dare not say it, " Christ liveth in 
me — ^yet not I live." I find it is all I — I — I — I. On every 
page of my life's history it is that ominous letter, the upright 
beam without the transfixed section of the cross. Not I ? It 
seems all I I It seems, brethren) if I try to speak, I must at 
the very outset disclaim the word as mine. I must remind you 
they are the words of Paul. But what I say is this — I do most 
fervently desire that these words might be mine, and not only 
so, but that they might be yours, and that we might as a great 
union of Churches and ministers be able before long to take 
these words and say them and write them as Paul did without 
any exaggeration, without any insincerity. To get at the 
words, we have to meditate on them. I am not sure at a gather- 
ing like this, a crowded and excited assembly, that it is 
altogether the best opportunity to get at such words. You 
want to go into the secret chamber with them and let them 
burn upon your soul. As the "Imitatio," says : "In silence and 
in stillness the devout spirit profiteth and learneth the hidden 
things of the Scripture ; there she findeth rivers of tears 
wherein she may every night wash and cleanse herself that 
she may be so much more the familiar with her Creator by 
how much the farther off she liveth from all worldly disquiet." 
I thought that though we cannot here do the work of the 
closet, Christ might enable me to say a word, inclining my 
brother to go into the secret places and shut the door and with 
this text upon his knees, ask, " Can I say this text ? And if 
not, how may I learn to say it and to mean it ? " If you look at 
the references you get a little light on the meaning of the text. 
If you turn, for example, to Colossians ii. 14, you see by 
Crucifixion is meant that the law, the ordinances that were 
against me and were contrary to me had been in a sense nailed 
to the Cross. If you turn to Eomans vi. 6, you see that he 
means that the old man had been crucified^ that the body of sin 
might be destroyed. If you turn toi Gralatians v. 24, you find 
he says, the flesh has been crucified with the affections and 
lusts ; and then finally, if you turn to Qalatians vi, 14, 
you find he says, "That the world has been crucified 
unto Him and He has been crucified to the world." What a 
crucifixion, what a death, what an annihilation of the law I 
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Mie laWy the old man^ the fleah^ the worlds Paul MmMlf^ all 
crocifiecL TJw.laWy by which I tindergtand him to mean all 
irrttation, the tiresomenees of the legal religion, and all the 
hardn^esB and the Pharisaism which it produces, nailed to the 
Cross. The old mariy by wUch I understand him to mean the 
human being as he starts with the heavy weight of his inheri- 
tance, the tendency, the characteristics that are meant — nailed 
to the Cross. The flesh with its affections and lusts, by which 
I understand the personality as deyeloped as the result of desire 
and emotion running in certain habits, illicit or unclean, nailed 
to the Cross. And the worlds by which he means the general 
scene and order of things as we see them as organised against 
God, nailed to the Cross. And Himself nailed to the Cross. 
Can a cross, can nails, can a spear, can a crown of thorns do 
this ? He said, ** I have been crucified," but there follow on 
the words in the amazing progress and paradox, ** Crucified, 
crucified," he said, " nevertheless I live." It is amazing, 
because crucifixion is not only the most intolerable suffering, 
but it is inevitable death. " Nevertheless I live." It is like 
the fabled martyrdom, where the smiling saint, St. Sebastian, 
standff bound to the tree and the body is riddled with arrows, 
yet he lives. In just the same way, the nails of the Cross in 
St Paxil have been driven through the malignant living things 
in him which hindered life, and it is a life out of death, the 
law, the body of sin, the flesh, the world. The man crucified, 
yet I live. Nay, for that -very reason I live. And then these 
three words, " Yet not I, but Christ liveth in me." You notice 
that l^iese words in English scarcely give the force of the 
original — fw ^c, ovKtri iyw fjf, ^£ iy ifioi Xpiardg (Gal. ii.. 20)— which 
would be rendered more* exactly if we said. What is living in 
me is no longer the ego but Christ. The point is that egotism 
is gone, is dead. We, most of us, have read " The Egotist," by 
the greatest of living novelists. You remember how in the 
portrait of Sir Willoughby, George Meredith has given us the 
man who is free from all the vices and is possessed of all the 
virtues, and yet he is more insufferable, more repulsive than 
the most degraded man. And the reason is that, enthroned in 
the centre of that man is the Ego, the irreproachable Ego, but 
still the Ego. It stands there, dominating the situation. It 
brings all the virtues within its borders and makes them 
virtues because they serve the Ego. It loved, as it were, but 
simply because love fed the Ego, and you know how the man is 
the failure, that he must inevitably be, how joy vanishes, love 
vanishes, the woman he would woo, who was attracted to him 
after a fortnight's knowledge of iiim, flees from him in disgust, 
because he is the Egotist in a world of altruism. I remember 
after reading that book how I shuddered, because I saw there 
the portrait of myself. How. little any one, of us. knows the 
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egotist within him, though he is all egotist ; and because he is 
all egotist, he will neyer suspect that that fatal crime is the 
centre of his being. St. Paul says when egotism is dead, the 
Ego has gone, the Gross has taken the place, and — ^blessed 
exchange indeed I — another person has taken the throne, another 
power rules the life, and so in the language of the hymn, not 
only " some of self, and more of Thee," not only ** less of self, 
and more of Thee," but " none of self, and all of Thee." 
And yet, if we finish the text, where does he live ? What is 
the sphere of his life ? Yet I indeed live in the flesh, I am still 
in the flesh, I am not an angel, transported to another sphere, 
but still live the life of a man, and still have weaknesses and the 
temptations of men. He sleeps and eats and puts on clothes, 
living in the flesh, and to all appearances an ordinary man. You 
pass him in the street and you would not distinguish him from 
the crowd of hungry men. He has humiliating cravings of the 
body and lives in the flesh. " But the life I now live in the 
flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave Himself for me." While He lives in the flesh His whole 
being is looking upward and outward, his eye is fixed upon 
the Cross, his heart is yearning towards the Christ, and his 
being within him streams upward to Christ, and there is a 
reciprocal action — Christ streams into him, Christ loves him and 
gave Himself for him, and streams in him, and He has moved 
amongst men. He is the embodiment everywhere of all 
methods that seek to save. His giving and His getting are self- 
crucifixion. " I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me, and the 
life which I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me." There is 
the portrait, luminous though misty, of a great personal 
experience. 

And, brethren, this morning I am closing by putting the 
question again to myself and to you, How is that experience to 
be mine ? How is it to be yours ? As you followed it in 
these plain words of exposition, I think you felt with me that 
we were treading on the heights of the morning, that we were 
up there in a rare atmosphere, where it was difficult to breathe. 
But it should be a familiar atmosphere to the Christian life. 
Oh, how is it to be done ? How may I be crucified with 
Christ ? Now notice, I did not pause to point out what seems 
to be so obvious — that this is evidently something different 
from merely believing in the Cross as an atonement, or in 
Christ as a substitute. I did not pause to point out how 
evidently this language goes through and beyond that first 
principle of the gospel. I have assumed all through when 
Paul says, " I have been crucified with Christ," he means 
something perfectly definite and something which goes a long 
way in Christian experience, which seems as if by an eflEort of 



THE EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCHES. 77 

faith he associated himself with every feature of the Crucified 
One, and his life is become in a sense a reproduction of the 
Crucified Life. " Let no man trouble me." I wish we had to 
say that. ** Let no man trouble me." Why ? ** Because I bear 
in my body the stigmata of the Lord Jesus." That is, not the 
mere marks of nails, as St. Francis of Assisi is said to have 
borne the stigmata, the lineaments, the features, the experience, 
the i)ower, the grace, the Cross and the Crown of Jesus Christ. 
" Let no man trouble me, for I bear in my body these stigmata." 
How is it to be done ? If I am to be crucified with Christ, who 
is to do it ? Must I do it ? Must God do it ? Must the world 
do it ? Who is to rear this Cross ? Who is to nail me on it ? 
Oh, surely for this grave task God and the world and I must 
co-operate I God will do His part. He does it. If it pleased 
Him to see His well-beloved Son on the Cross, He greatly 
desires to see you and me upon the Cross with Him. (Jod is 
doing His part, and often we see that all the tendency of the 
gospel and the influences of the Christian Church, so far as the 
Church is a Church at all, may be said to be God proposing the 
Cross to the soul of every believer. And the world will do its 
]>art. The world is always ready for a Crucifixion. It will 
always join a procession to Calvary. The world is always 
prepared to give to the man, whoever he is, the full cup over- 
floi^ing with its bitter disappointments, with its sufferings of 
body, with its open graves, with its vacant places, which never 
can be filled, with its taunt, its misunderstandings, its con- 
tempts, the world will do its part in crucifying you. It will 
always have the crown of thorns for you. The crown of thorns 
is so much more common than the crown of glory, and the 
world's crown of glory so often proves to be a crown of thorns* 
The world will do its part. Life is doing its part to crucify 
you. You did not perhaps see the meaning of it, but that was 
the meaning of it ; that is the reason why disappointment waits 
on the work and why health and strength are taken away, why 
the losses and failures, why the bereavements — it is the world 
taking its part in the procession to the Cross that you may be 
crucified there. God will do His part — the world will do its 
part — then will I do my part — ^will you do your part ? For 
neither God nor the world can crucify me with Christ unless I 
choose to be crucified. I must say what my Master said — " No 
man taketh away my life, I lay it down of myself." The 
question to me is, whether I with God and the world will take 
part in the Crucifixion of me. 

And now as I leave the question with you this morning, I 
venture to close with an illustration taken from the Mission 
Field, because as you see, this is a Missionary Sermon, and 
nothing but a Missionary Sermon. If we except St. Francis's 
legendary visit to the Sultan, the first missionary to the 
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Moslems was one bearing the familiar name, Raymond Lull* 
He was bom in the same century as St. Francis, in the year 
1266. He studied for nine years to learn Arabic so as to speak 
to the Moslems. Then he sought to move every Government, 
and all the Church, and even the Pope himself, to do the work, 
and when no one would do it he went himself. He crossed 
the sea ; he stood in the streets of those Mo^em towns ; he 
argued with the people ; he challenged them to discussion ; he 
testified again and again ; he visited the towns and pleaded 
with the people until at last in old age he had the crown of 
martyrdom. They turned in irrepressible fury on him and 
killed him in the streets because he preached Christ to them. 
Now what was the origin of that life of commanding sacrifice ? 
Raymond Lull was a courtier who was a careless, sensual, self- 
indulgent man. One evening he sat on the couch playing on 
the zither and composing a song to a Court married lady who 
had rejected his addresses. As he was playing his zither, he 
saw on his right hand the Crucified Lord, and the blood was 
trickling from the brow, and the hands, and the feet, and Jesus 
looked at him reproachfully. He was horHfied. < He placed his 
zither down and left the room. Eight days passed, and the 
impression wore away, and again he took up the zither and 
tried to complete the song of unrequited love. Again he saw just 
at his right hand the crucified Jesus, the blood trickling down 
from the brow and the hands and the feet, and the look of 
reproach. He put down his zither, he left the song uncompleted, 
he said to himself, " That is the greatest unrequited lover in 
the world." He gave himself to Christ, he loved Him, and 
because the great missionary in the power of the Cross. You 
can't be a missionary unless you are crucified with Christ ; nor 
can the Church be a Missionary Church unless she is crucified 
with Christ. And we cannot enter into our inheritance as 
Christians until that power of the Crucified Lord has taken such 
possession of us that it is a light thing to give up everything in 
order to win the world for him. Oh, I wonder if I may say, as 
I close this morning (I dare not say it with fulness, but with 
your help and prayers I strive to say it, and you too strive to 
say it), "I have been crucified with Christ : nevertheless I live ; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me : and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of Grod, who 
loved me, and gave Himself for me." 

RESOLUTIONS ON EDUCATION. 

The next business was the consideration of six resolutions 
on the Education Question. 

The Rev. J. CUFFOBD, D J)., moved s— 
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I.— PEOTBST AGAINST THE EDUCATION ACT, 1902. 

** Thai this Council deems it to be its duty to express its indignation that the 
House of Commons which was elected in 1900 on one specific and entirely 
different issoe, and with no mandate to reverse the edncational policy of the 
nation, shoold have passed into law, in spite of the unmistakable manifesta- 
turns oi public feeling against the measure, and in defiance of the protest of 
the members of the Free Churches, uttered with unexampled force and 
unanimity, an Education Bill which, apart from its other grave faults, wounds 
the consciences of a large number of law-abiding citisens so deeply that they 
are constrained, for conscience' sake, to refuse to pay the rate, and to submit 
to the q^iling of their goods rather than have any complicity with what they 
believe to be an unrighteous law.*' 

This resolution, said Dr. Clifford, stated two incontro^ 
vertible truths : In the first place, the Education Act of 1902 
had been passed directly and immediately in opposition to the 
will of the people. In the second place, it was not only in 
opposition to the will of the people, but in defiance of it, and 
what was still worse, in defiance of the justice, and righteous- 
ness, and equality, and progress of the people. The conscience 
of the people of this country had been affronted and insulted, 
as well as wounded. This did not merely apply to Free 
Churchmen. There were many belonging to the Anglican 
Church who had been greatly wounded by that iniquitous 
measure, as he knew by letters he had received. The Bishop 
of Hereford did not stand alone ; he was the representative of 
a great many of the Anglican laity, but not, he was sorry to say, 
of the Episcopate, which seemed entirely devoted to " wear and 
tear." The Education Act was a measure saturated with 
injustice, sectarianism, irreligion, and with fraud. A number 
of members of the House of Commons belonging to the Tory 
party, to the Liberal Unionist party, had spoken against it as 
being of a low morality. *' No Church," continued Dr. Clifford, 
*• can do this sort of thing without being punished very severely, 
and no State can engage in such things as these, which are called 
by tiie man in the street wanting in high ideal and in true 
loyalty to great ethical convictions, without injuring the State 
and injuring the whole of the community. It is not surprising 
that Mr. Asquith should say, ^This measure lacks all moral 
authority," and a measure which lacks all moral authority 
la-w-abiding citizens are justified in resisting. It lacks all 
moral authority, and it insults the moral sense. This is a 
measure which is framed in iniquity, and therefore is to be 
resisted by every man who prizes righteousness and to be 
resisted to the death." That had been done which had 
afiEronted them as citizens, but mainly and chiefly they were 
aflbronted in their consciences by a sense of compulsion which 
was being put on them. By the Act they were compelled 
to become accomplices in bribing pupil teachers and assistant 
teachers to forsake the faith of their fathers. Were they going 
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to submit to that ? They, who were the children of freemen, 
were they going to become accomplices in that sort of iniquity ? 
Were they, a I^otestant host, going to become accomplices in a 
fresh endowment of Romanism led by Cardinal Vauglmn, on the 
one hand, and the Bishops of the Anglican Church on the 
other ? Their Protestantism revolted against that. Moreover, 
they were to be compelled by that Act to light the fires which 
were to bum up the Nonconformist faith. Had they got their 
faggot ready ? Would they commit themselves to that sort of 
deed ? Surely all the fidelity they had to the faith of their 
fathers would constrain them to refuse the payment of that 
sectarian rate. 

Dr. Clifford went on to quote the following observa- 
tions from Blackwood's Magazine: "The Nonconformist 
Conscience is as flexible as indiarubber, you can pull it any 
way you like, and you will find it always stretches away from 
truth or honesty. Never has the Nonconformist revealed him- 
self with so little reserve as in the controversy which has been 
waged about the Education Bill. In six months we shall have 
him accepting the Education Act with a sort of injured com- 
placency." They did not know us, said Dr. Clifford. What 
had they done already ? The Congregational and the Baptist 
Unions had passed resolutions by overwhelming majorities in 
favour of passive resistance. Dr. Pairbairn had told Mr. 
Balfour, " We will not submit ! " Were they going back on 
those things ? They were not going to back down one jot. 
They presented an undivided front. They did not agree in 
methods of attack. They were willing to go on in lines 
that promised the defeat of that iniquitous measure, or it« 
transformation so that the inequalities in it were completely 
taken out. They were told that they would lose their votes. 
What of that? Or what if they lost those magnificent 
initials, J.P. ? It was not any question of expediency, 
although he was prepared to maintain that the noblest fidelity 
to conscience was the highest expediency in the long run. It 
might be a very long run, but it was always the highest 
expediency. They were told that they were conspirators. But 
a man who was called a traitor and all sorts of other bad names 
did not trouble about being called a conspirator. They were 
conspirators, so was Oliver Cromwell, so was John Penry, and 
they hanged him at Tyburn ; and so was John Bunyan, and 
they put him in gaol. It might be conspiracy. He thought it 
was from the very beginning. It was a question of conscience, 
and they would go to gaol, if necessary, in order that conscfence 
might be honoured and not insulted. 

Dr. Robertson Nicoll said : I count it a great honour to 
second the resolution moved by Dr. Clifford. Let me remind 
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you, in a word, that ont of 489 Free Ohurch Councils no less 
than 412 declared themselves in fayonr of passive resistance, 
and this after reading a ftdl statement <^ the difficulties. 
With practical unanimity, such great assemblies as the Con- 
gregational Union, the Baptist Union, and representative bodies 
of Methodists declared themselves of the same mind. We said 
to Mr. Balfour, *' Nonconformists will not submit I " — ^words 
which should never have been used save in the full integrity 
of their meaning. It is to those who took part in passing 
those resolutions, and to no others, that I address myself 
to-day. 

1. The (Jovemment have given us no pretext for withdrawal. 
It is told in the days of martyrdom in Japan, that when the 
martyrs were fastened to the stake the cords were purposely 
left loose, so that if any of them, overcome by the pain, wished 
to apostatise, nothing was easier for him than to slip his hand 
through the knots and pass out. The Government have done 
nothing of this kind. In reply to Nonconformist reasoning, 
appeal, remonstrance, and warning, they have simply tightened 
the cords. 

2. We asserted, in affirming our adherence to passive resist- 
ance, the great principle that some things are not Cassar's, and 
that if he invades the templfe of conscience he must be repelled 
at vrhatever cost. This is a first principle, not of Noncon- 
formity, but of Christianity. We have two kings, Cassar and 
God. Each is entitled to obedience in his own sphere, but the 
claims of Csesar must not override the claims of God. If we 
are found too faithful to the earthly king, we shall be denied 
by the other in that day. So we said that when asked to pay 
for an atmosphere to be created by teachers and clergymen not 
of our own faith, an atmosphere fetal to our faith, when we 
are asked to pay money for teaching our children to mock and 
despise what is dearest to us, we refuse. We shall submit to 
the consequences, to robbery, and to persecution, but we shall 
refuse to Caesar, so far as our active consent is concerned, the 
things that are God's. 

3. If the present demand upon us is not contrary to con- 
science, then I should like to know what is contrary. If we 
are to acquiesce now, what are we to do when further demands 
are pressed upon us, as they certainly will be pressed ? The 
most persistent of our foes want much more than this Act 
gives them. . They will be satisfied with nothing less than the 
control of the education of the whole coxmtry. They are 
demanding now the right of entry to all schools. If we do 
not resist them at this point, we shall find it impossible to 
resist them when, with arguments sufficiently plausible, they 
plead for greater and still greater facilities. Already the 
Council schools will, in the majority of cases, be governed by 

7 
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Chtirchinen, and a few more steps will bring them to th^ gmd. 
I do not speak uncharitably of bur chief opponents. There is 
much that is attractive aesthetically in Bomanism atid the 
imitations of Bomanism. But always, and inseparably, they 
are associated with intolerance. . Their aim is to destroy 
Nonconformity in this country by the absorption of Dis* 
senters into what they call the one true fold, and if they 
cannot succeed with us they hope to succeed with our children. 

4. This conflict so far ought to have taught us that it is to 
ourselves we must look. Not to the Evangelicals — ^they have 
forsaken us. Not to the Liberals — many of them will help us, 
but to many the question appears unimportant. Not to the 
vast public outside of the Churches. If we prove ourselves 
worthy of our past, many will be with us. 

5. We are pledged, and the world knows it, the man in the 
street knows it, America knows it, the Oolonies know it. Few 
understand the Act, but all understand that. The evil done by 
this Act, if it is allowed to work, will be deep and wide, but 
nothing in comparison with the evil which our surrender would 
result in. If we drew back, then Nonconformity would have 
earned, and would receive, the contempt of the country and of 
the world. " What would you say," said one to a devout old 
woman, " if after all your trust in Gk>d He were to banish you 
from His presence at last ? " " Even so," said she, " if He did. 
He would lose more than I would. I would lose my soul, but 
He would lose His honour." Were we to look back, Noncon* 
formity would have lost its honour, and we should be dead, 
as detected card-sharpers are dead, never fit again for the 
humblest plac^ among the soldiers of freedom. 

6. To-day we are come to the Church of the first-bom. 
Beligious freedom in the measure in which we possess it has 
been bought by the sacrifices of our fathers. If we &il, it does 
not follow that the priests will succeed. There will be, sooner 
or later, a secularist uprising as there was in France, but we 
shall be gone. ^^ Enlargement and deliverance shall come from 
another quarter, but thou and thy father's house shall be 
destroyed." 

7. If we stand fast to our pledges, there are enough of us 
now to defeat the operation of any Act. We can, if we stand 
by our colours, bring the people of England and the people of 
the world to recognise that conscience cannot be overridden, 
and in the process if we lose much we shall gain much. There 
will be in our hearts a singular and separate joy known to those 
who not only believe, but also suffer for Christ's sake. In this 
way, too, the vast and growing multitude outside will be drawn 
to the Church again, will believe that we have not followed 
cunningly devised fables, that we are charged with a message 
of peace and truth to high and low, that the Lord hath indeed 
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built Zion, and that the poor of His people may trost in it 
There will be, donbtlesB, 

'*A remnant barred from the betrayal 

Close in His Carmel where His oaves are dim; 
As manj knees as haye not bowed to Baal, 
As many lips as have not kissM him." 

There will be more. There will be, before the fight, a great 
hofit banded together in brotherly love to lift np the hands that 
hang down, and confirm the feeble knees. Let the old banner 
flow forth to the winds, and let the battle begin. 

Mr. R. W. Perks, M.P., next moved : — 

IL— ELECTOBAL DUTY OF FBEE CHURCHMEN. 

'* This Council of the EvangeUeal Free Chnrches maintains and reasserts 
its determined hostili^ to the Edaoation policy of the Government ; and urges 
all Free Churchmen, by the resolute exerdse of their rights as citizens, in Sie 
election of Members of Parliament and of municipal and other public bodies, 
and otherwise, to continue to work in every possible way for a really national 
syBtem of Education, popularly controlled, unsectarian in its religious teaching, 
mad in which religloos belief shall be no bar to civil employment ; and to claim 
that national training colleges, open on equal terms to all students of improved 
qoalifioation and character, and free from sectarian tests, be placed witmn the 
reach of candidates for the teaching profession." 

Before proceeding to speak to the motion, Mr. Perks said he 
desired, on behalf of tlie many sections of Nonconformity, 
to express the debt of gratitude which they owed to Dr. 
Clifford for the skill and self-sacrifice and devotion to the 
great cause of religious liberty whidi he had shown in this 
great conflict. There was another man, too, to whom they 
-wrere under a great debt of gratitude — Mr. Lloyd George — and 
lie lioi>ed when the great Liberal i)arty again returned to power, 
as be believed it was destined to, they would find Mr. Lloyd 
George occupying not a low place but a very high place in the 
next Liberal administration. Proceeding, Mr. Perks said he 
was not afraid of the Nonconformist-Unionist alliance, but 
th^^ was another alliance which he was a little concerned 
about, and that was the Irish alliance. Do not let there be 
any misapprehension. They had to fight Roman Catholics 
as well as Anglicans, and it was no use their expecting any 
educational reform from any political party which depended 
on the Lrish vote in the House of Commons. There were 
three cardinal points referred to in his motion, and they 
conld not keep them too prominently before the people. They 
were the three main weak points of the Bill. They must urge 
the abolition of idl sectarian tests for teachers, they must 
claim absolute x>opular control of all popularly supported schools, 
and they must urge in connection with the whole of their 
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elementary education the giving, not of sectarian religious 
instruction, but of plain Bible instruction by the teachers 
whom they trusted. They probably asked, " But what about 
the position of the Wesleyan Methodists ? Were they going 
to stand true ? " It was correct that they had passed some 
resolutions which seemed to break away from those of the 
other Free Churches, but he thought when their Conference 
met in Cornwall they would find that resolutions would be 
adopted of a very different character to those which had 
already been passed. The resolutions they had carried did 
not satisfy him, and if no one else did he should himself 
take the earliest opportunity at Camborne of putting the 
question plainly before the Conference. He did not believe 
it was morally defensible for any Wesleyan school to accept 
aid from the rates. What would be his position if he allowed 
his Primitive Methodist neighbour to be distrained upon for 
rates for the support of a Wesleyan school ? There was, 
however, another position, which the Wesleyan Church could 
take, and wherever they were satisfied that the schools would 
be governed in accordance with the views they held he 
would instantly propose the transfer of their public elementary 
schbols to the public authority. He was not afraid of this 
great controversy. They must remember they had a final 
appeal, and that appeal was not an appeal to the legislature, 
to the Crown, or to any worldly power, but they would go 
straight to the God of their fathers, and they were not afraid 
of the result. 

The Rev. Dr. MONRO OlBSON, in seconding, said that a few 
days ago Lord Londonderry was prophesying that the High 
Church lion and the Nonconformist lamb would lie down 
together. He was very glad Lord Londonderry recognised 
which was the lion and which was the lamb, but it was worth 
considering whether that would be a safe solution of the 
question so long as the lion's teeth, or the clause with regard 
to the managers, were not drawn I It would be more reasonable 
to give four of the managers to the lamb and the other two to 
the lion, but what they wanted to do was to give i^l to the 
people to whom they properly belonged. The resolution spoke 
of the Education policy of the Government, but that was only 
by courtesy ; he should call it their anti-education policy, 
because their policy was undoubtedly denominationalism, and 
that meant the subdividing of our educational resources and 
a frittering away in a multiplication of poor inefficient schools 
fostering sectarian rivalry. What a different thing it was to 
stand for truly national education I And then the extraordinary 
thing was that the Church party accused the Nonconformists 
of sectarian jealousy when their whole contest, from beginiung 
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to ^id, was against sectarianism. He thanked The Times for 
its condemnation of sectarianism, only he wished they would 
deliver it to the right address : it ought to go to the Cecils 
and the Bishops — ^always except one — and not to the Noncon- 
formists. They were also told that the Education Question was 
a chosen battle-ground. Who chose it ? Did they ? They had 
only acquiesced too easily in the past, and the Government 
charged them with that now. Their policy was sprung upon 
them without any declaration of war beforehand to put them 
on their guard. The Times also said the children would have 
to suffer in the stunting and disruption of their mental growth. 
That was just what the denominational dystem meant, but the 
Nonconformists had no sectarian aims to serve. Not one of all 
their Churches asked anything of the State. His Committee 
(the Presbyterians) had unanimously recommended that their 
schools should be handed over to the authority to become 
national schools, provided that it was guaranteed that they 
should continue and not change into sectarian schools. Some 
might rely on one form of resistance to the Act and some on 
another, but the great thing was to maintain the fight along 
the whole line : they wanted to encourage the use of all the 
means at their disposal, and he hoped the splendid work the 
Rev. S. B. Lane had done at Brighton in reference to the 
constitution of the Education Committee would be followed in 
other parts of the country. A determined effort was to be put 
forth by their opponents to make all new training colleges 
denominational. Think of all the Churches starting their own 
training colleges : what a chaos, what a rivalry of sects, what 
petty one-horse institutions would be springing up all over the 
land I And the Anglicans would need a great variety. 

The resolution was then adopted unanimously. 

Mr. BOBERT Whytb introduced the next motion : — 

in.— VIGILANCE COMMITTEES; SAFEGUARDING THE CHILDREN, 
AND TRANSFER OF SCHOOLS. 

" The National Coanoil strongly urges that a Vigilance Committee be formed 
at once in every Council area to watch the administration of the Act in the 
interests of educational efficiency and religious equality. It also recommends 
Free Church parents, wherever possible, to send their children to * provided ' 
schools ; and wherever objectionable religious teaching or practices prevail in 
seoiiuian schools, to withdraw their children and report the particulars to the 
Vigilance Committee of the Free Church Council in whose area the school is 
ftitnated. It further recommends, in view of the provision in the Memorandum 
issoed by the Board of Education on December 20, 1902, that a school let to a 
local Education authority, becomes a * provided ' school, subject to the * Cowper- 
Temple dause,' that whenever it be possible to effect a transfer on proper 
terms, elementary schools under the control of Free Churchmen should be 
transferred to the local Education authority, under Clause 23 of the Act of 
1870, which is still in force for that purpose.*' 
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He quoted Mr. Bryce's worda spoken at Birmingham : " Bad 
as the Act is, it may be made much worse or much better 
according to the spirit or the vigilance with whioh it is ad- 
ministered " ; and said that while the " spirit " of the Free 
Churches would move them to sweep the Act away altogether, 
that need not hinder them from looking after the administration 
of it with the vigilance that would be needed to prevent its 
doing serious injury to themselves and to the cause of Educa- 
tion. It would want watching everywhere, and especially in 
the single-school areas, where it would take a great deal of grit 
in the village Hampden to stand up to the parson. Therefore 
let them see that in every Council area a Vigilance Committee 
should be appointed, formed of men awake, alert, courageous, 
fully conversant with the Act, and in close touch with the Legal 
Committee of the Free Church Council. Thus the wrongs done 
in the villages would find a voice on the front bench of the 
House of Commons. 

Contending that Education should be the care, not of the 
Churches, but of the State, he urged that wherever Free Church 
parents had a choice they should withdraw their children from 
denominational and send them to the provided schools ; and 
argued that, in the interests of a National system of Education, 
schools which till now had been maintained by the Free 
Churches should be transferred to the local Education authorities 
whenever that could be done safely. 

The Eev. J. Hirst Hollowell seconded the resolution. 
The idea, he said, was to act justly and to love mercy. They 
meant to have 'that ideal in educational aflEairs. As to this 
Education Act, it put Roman Catholicism, ritualism, sec- 
tarianism and all the other " isms " into the government of the 
country, and threw the cost upon the municipal budget. It 
made the Councils of England the ministers of sectarian 
monopoly ; ifc called upon them to pay the salaries of tens of 
thousands of teachers whom the Councils could not appoint, 
whose servants they were not, whose liberty of conscience the 
Councils could not protect, and whose dismissal for sectarian 
reasons the Councils could not prevent. It was an outrage. 
There was only one answer to it. They would not submit. 
Municipal government was to be sectarianised and sectarianism 
was to be municipalised ; but the Free Churches were not going 
to be hypnotised. England to-day was being largely ruled by 
two men, one an amiable sophist, who could always see the 
needle in the haystack but had never yet seen the haystack that 
surrounded the needle. The other, a man reared and nursed in 
Nonconformity, but who had sold the Free Churches in the 
open market of political preferment. No, he would not say 
sold ; he had arranged for the sale, but the goods had not yet 
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been deHveired. Why were they that day -^here they were ? 
Becaase they had not^tood up to these tsifo men as they wotdd 
have to stand up to them. They had not called them by their 
name. Some of them had cultivated a reputation for not being 
political in the presence of a State Church th^t was political to 
the core and finger-tips. They had prided themselves upon 
having avoided a i)olitical life. God save them from a type of 
piety 6iat involved the neglect of national duty I Some of 
tiheir own side, he was sorry to say, had given comfort to the 
sacerdotal enemy. They did not know them, and they would 
not follow them. It was their duty not to refuse to give, but 
to oflEer to the public authority every school that the ratepayers 
and taxpayers had to keep. The worst difiBculty, the most 
appalling ambiguity, would be for Free Churchmen to take 
public money for Nonconformist institutions and give Cardinal 
Taughan an argument that would corroborate his own. They 
were told to rely upon the fair-mindedness of the clergy. They 
would rather not. That was a fair-minded clergyman in Lanca- 
shire the other day who said to a friend of the speaker's, ^^ You 
are visiting your flock, are you ? " " No," he replied, "I have 
been visiting our new Baptist minister." "Oh," said the 
clergyman, " I haven't seen him yet. Is he a religious man or 
is he one of Dr. Clifford'd sort ? " That was the fair-minded 
clergy I What could they expect from the narrow-minded ? 
Were they to pay rates to the men whose atmosphere in the 
school would be like .that ? Never. They had been hard hit 
lately. Oodjiad seen fit to take from them almost in one day 
both Elijah and Elisha, the chariots of fire in which they passed 
(arossed the hills almost together, but although they had lost a 
Parker and a Price Hughes almost at one disabling blow tl^Lcy 
said that day, as they looked after them, " My Father, let a 
double portion of Thy Spirit fall upon us." If that happened 
then they would soon show the Government that this burden 
which they had laid upon them was a burden they would not 
bear. They would cast it into the abyss where the execrated 
tyrannies of the past had been cast and Qod would remove the 
rod of the oppressor as in the day of Midian. 

The Bev. E. H. ElliS, of the East London Tabernacle, related 
an instance which had come to his knowledge of the action of 
a certain Roman Catholic priest iti respect of a Nonconformist 
child attending one of the London Board schools, which he said 
had opened his eyes to the possibilities of the new Act. He 
also mentioned that he had received a letter headed by a skull 
and cross-bones^ with the following message : ^^ Kensit was 
killed last week, and if you dare to speak against the Holy 
Mother <tf the Catholic Church you, will be served in the same 
way." 
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The Rev. S. B. Lanb also told of the suocesaf ol action taken 
by the Brighton Free Church Council in respect of the con- 
stitution of the new local education authority. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

Mr. D. Lloyd Geobge, M.P., moved the next resolution : — 

IV.— ACTION OP COUNCILS TOWARDS SECTARIAN SCHOOLS. 

** This Council, being deeply oonvinoed of the injustice of teaching sectarian 
dogmas at the public expense, and the serious results upon the minds of the 
children of such action, earnestly suggests to the Education authorities, that 
they should refuse to give money out of the rates to support sectarian schools 
unless, and until, the following conditions are secured : — 

** I. — That teachers be appointed by the local authority without reference to 
any sectarian test or qualification. 

*'II. — That teachers shall not be required to give instruction in any distinc- 
tively sectarian dogma." 

Mr. Lloyd George said there were two ways in which the 
County Councils could approach the schools. One was to say, 
" We humbly beseech you to do this justice, but if you cannot 
see your way to do it, it cannot be helped, and in any event we 
are your most obedient servants." That had been the original 
suggestion. The second and better way was to go to the sacer- 
dotal gentlemen who managed Voluntary schools and say to 
them, " By the dispensation of a wise Providence, which has 
overruled the wicked designs of man, we, the County Councils, 
are your masters, and you must give us fair play, for if you 
don't, we will put you on a reduced diet." That was the reso- 
lution which he now moved. In exalted quarters a bold 
policy had been endorsed. He had been glad to see that at a 
dinner of the Liberal League — ^where a bold policy was not to 
be expected — Sir Edward Grey said that his policy was a 
good one, that it was the old Whig policy. Well, if the Non- 
conformist policy did not exceed the policy of the Whigs — ^he 
would not proceed with the sentence. Did they propose to 
defy the Act ? Not at all. He simply suggested that they 
should walk round it. That did not trouble his conscience, 
being a lawyer — it had been his business all his life — in fact it 
was what lawyers lived on. 

The Act said they must levy rates. There was no single 
thing in the Act saying what they must levy the rate for. The 
Council had the duty of maintaining and keeping the schools 
efficient. They could not maintain efficient any institution or 
business over which they had no control. They could not 
enforce an impossible contract ; and when they got two maxims 
of the law, what was a poor ordinary person to do ? The Welsh 
County Councils said they would resort to the ancient and 
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constitational method* What had been said was that the 
inspectors appointed by the Board of Education had abready 
reported that those schools were efficient. Since they were 
M^isfied, why shonld they worry them to give more rates? 
They said, " You are all honourable men, and when you say 
these things are efficient you surely must have believed it 
honestly, and we will take you at your word, and we will 
maintain them just as efficient as you handed them over to us/' 
This was perfectly constitutional and legal. 

It was said that this would end in a mandamus. What was 
a mandamus ? It sounded very formidable. It was simply a 
piece of blue paper. What would the Education Department 
have to do before issuing it ? It must first of all institute 
inquiry. Then a case would come before it of a parish where 
four-fifths of the children were Nonconformists, and where no 
Nonconformist had been allowed to become a teacher, except 
on the express condition that he betrayed the faith of Ms 
others. The managers of the school would demand an 
additional sum of money for the appointment of another 
teacher, and the County Council would say, " Yes, if you give 
us the appointment of that teacher.'' The managers would say, 
" No, that is not what the Act of Parliament means." The 
County Council would say, " We cannot see it is necessary for 
the efficiency of that school that anything more should be spent 
npon it." The Board of Education would then say that they 
would have to spend more money. The County Council would 
say it was a piece of reckless extravagance. The Board of 
Education would say they must do it ; but that would take 
time, for they could not move a Government department like a 
motor car. The Board of Education would write letters to the 
County Council. 

** But we meet once a quarter," continued Mr. Lloyd George, 
" and we have so many things to look after. There are bridges, 
roads, bye-laws, and no end of other things we must see to 
under Acts of Parliament older than the Education Act. So it 
-will be first come, first served. We meet at one o'clock, and 
tKe last train to anywhere goes at four. At four o'clock we 
come to * Communication from the Board of Education about 

School.' The Chairman will take his watch out, and say, 

*I'm very sorry, but we can't possibly attend to this now,' and 
some one will move that we adjourn to the next meeting, 
-which will be in June. Who says we are defying the law ? 
We are proceeding in a legal and regular manner. There is no 
Act of Parliament which says that you must put it first on the 
agenda. That is what we mean when we say, * I am afraid 
that the path of this Act will be an exceedingly difficult one.' 
I^roceeding deliberately and in due form, at the end of twelve 
months we reach the matter, and the County Council say, ' We 
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cannot see otur way: to do this,^ and. they suggest certain things 
to the Board of Education. There might possibly be a deputa- 
tion. At last the Board of Education says, * You must do it.* 
Then they must hold an inquiry, and in this all the eyidenoe 
as to the treatment of Nonconformists comes out; all the 
facts are elicited and (>ace*s catechism is read. That is the 
evidence from which they must get their mandamus. Having 
got it, we must consider what we must do. There is no man- 
damus which can compel a quorum, and the Tories on our 
Council do not constitute a quorum. Oh, you have no idea how 
difficult an Act it is to work ! '' 

They would have only one thing on the agenda, and the 
meeting would be summoned in great haste, at seven days* 
notice, to consider the mandamus issued by the High Court. 
But how many members would be there ? There was nothing 
to compel a County Council to attend. Every Tory would be 
there, but they would not constitute a quorum. They had no 
idea how difficult an Act this was to work I But let them 
suppose it was possible to get a quorum together, and the 
County Council declined to act. What would happen then ? 
He was afraid they might put the Chairman in HoUoway, but 
their Chairman was a Conservative. Or, perhaps, they would 
issue their mandamus against the County Treasurer, but he 
also was a Conservative ; in fact, he believed all their officials 
were Conservatives. They would naturally be very sorry to 
see them go to HoUoway, but it would be for conscience* 
sake. That was the advan^ge of being perfectly fair to their 
opponents ; it gave them a chance of sacrificing themselves 
and exhibiting real patriotism. This was the Act, and it was 
really a great Act. For nine months he had watched that Act, 
and he saw it grow. He could see the possibilities of it, and he 
never felt merrier in his life. They could not work it. It was 
a hopeless task and undertaking, and he was not telling them 
this simply to chaff them or as a joke or jest. It was a hox>e- 
less Act of Parliament, and if the County Councils of Englsmd 
did what the Councils of Wales meant to do the Government 
Act would be a dead letter. And they knew it. When did a 
Government department ever take upon itself to mandamus a 
County Council representing the people of the country ? And 
the present Government, he could assure them, was not a very 
plucky one. They needed Germany to help ihem to bully 
Venezuela, and when they attacked the Welsh County Councils 
they would need a combination of the European Powers. 
They would have to put it before the Concert of Europe. But 
he was told " This was all very well for Wales, but what about 
poor little England ? " Just fancy England talking like this — 
England of the Puritan fathers. When he heard this he asked 
himself if English Nonconformity had lost its nerve. Thank 
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Heayen the monntain breezes were still invigorating the nerves 
of Welsh Nonconformity, and if the English Nonconformists 
had not the strength and nerve to insist on this policy being 
carried out Wales meant to stick to it. Their County Councils 
i;^re practically unanimous. They owed much to English 
Nonconformity — ^more tiian he could tell. Their fathers fought 
for freedom of conscience when, he was sorry to say, his own 
countrymen were swelling the ranks, of the oppressors, and 
when there were only one or two Welshmen like John Penry, 
who^ ashamed at the part their countrymen were taking, said 
the only thing they could do was to contribute their poor lives 
to the cause of the English puritans. But if English Noncon- 
formists meant now, in this great crisis of its history, to 
humble themselves under the rod of the priest simply because 
it was wielded by an officer of the law, he said let them do it, 
but resolutely he told them they must part company. He 
appealed to his English friends to join hands with Wales. 
Let them bring the English Councils into line, and he ventured 
to say that in three years' time, the priests would have lived to 
regret the insolence that had made them demand this Act of 
Parliament. 



Dr. Massie, in seconding the resolution, observed that he 
would begin where Mr. Lloyd George left off. Wales was 
a fatherland, of which Mr. Lloyd George was justly proud, 
even as the fatherland was justly proud of him. Wales, with 
its vigorous local patriotism, was bold enough to stand up 
and face the arrogant pretensions of an exotic clericalism. 
The Welsh County Councils were showing the English County 
Councils the way, and it was not a moment too soon. It was 
high time that, as in days gone by, they should stand up 
for rights which had been surrendered to an inefficient and 
intriguing ministry by an unrepresentative and servile majority. 
When Wales saw sectarian barriers blocking the way to State 
service she tightened her purse-strings. Would the English 
County Councils be liberal enough, enlightened enough, and 
stalwart enough to follow the lead of Wales ? He was sorry 
to say he saw but little sign at present. He denied that 
democracy had made this law : it was conceived in sin, shapen 
in iniquity, and introduced by a breach of faith to the 
electorate. The passing of the Bill was a criminal act, and 
what respect was due to it from them ? Where was their 
obligation towards it ? They were told to wait till the 
General Election, and the drowning Government were clinging 
to two lifeboats — ^the forgetfulness of the electorate, and a 
chapter of accidents. The longer the act remained the firmer 
iivoald be Its fetters, and they could not w$at nor <^nce 
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attendance upon the next Government ; they must force the 
hands of this one. 

Mr. Albert Spicbr stated it might be said that Non- 
conformists were not fighting this measure in the way they 
had been accustomed to fight legislation of which they did 
not approve, but he maintained that this Act had not the 
same moral claim upon them that ordinary Acts of Parliament 
had. If they asked him for proof he pointed them simply 
to the Bishop of Manchester's amendment — ^the celebrated 
wear-and-tear amendment. As a man of commerce he said 
that if any one treated them in business as the Bishop of 
Manchester treated Psirliament, who accepted the amendment, 
they would show him the door and tell him never to enter 
their premises again. An Act passed by such means had no 
moral force with him, and therefore he maintained that the 
resolution now before them was justifiable. The Vigilance 
Committee would give them the opportunity of inspecting 
the Voluntary schools— a duty they had neglected in the past. 
He believed that if the education authority administered the 
Act honestly there were very few Voluntary schools that 
could be taken over. He had visited a number in Sussex 
recently, and had seen only one school among many that, 
so far as regarded the internal arrangements, would be satis- 
factory to any of his Majesty's Inspectors who were inspecting 
Board schools. Yet he did not fiiid one of these schools in 
which the highest grant had not been earned. Either the 
arrangements required by the Inspectors for Board schools 
must be vel'y extravagant for buildings or staffs, or, as seemed 
very clear, there were two standards adopted for the two 
sets of schools. He asked the Vigilance Committee to pay 
special attention to these points, believing that if they did 
this " spade work " there was only a small minority of the 
Voluntary schools that could be honestly taken over by the 
local education authorities without an expenditure on them 
which he believed it would be impossible for them to incur. 

The motion was then put and adopted unanimously. 

Mr. Alderman THOMAS Snapb, J.P., proposed the next 
resolution : — 

v.— FUTUHE EDUCATION POLICy. 

** The Kational Council of Evangelical Free Chnrches declares that the fact 
of the Education Bill of 1902 having passed into law, has in no wise altered 
its conviction that no system of education can ever be accepted in England as 
national which is not under complete and effective popular control, unsectarian 
in its religious teaching) and entirely free from theological tests. 
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" The Goonoil therefore instmots the Ezeoative to oarefuUj consider and to 
formulate, on that basis, a definite educational policy to place before the 
country; and it calls on all citizens who place the interests of the nation 
before those of sect or party to refuse their electoral support to every candidate 
who will not pledge himself to support that policy." 

Alderman Snape pointed ont tiiat the resolution asked the 
Executive to construct for them a definite educational policy 
based on the three heads they had already sanctioned by 
resolution; and it should be a national system of education 
to be under popular control but unsectarian and free from 
theological tests. 

The Rev. JAMES PiGKETT, in seconding, said this resolution 
pointed specifically to the polling booths, and now the question 
had reached the point it had, the hub of the universe, educa- 
tionally considered, must be the hustings. They could only 
hope to rectify the wrong and introduce a system which would 
be satisfactory to national educationists by turning out the 
present Government, and by changing the constitution of the 
administrative bodies in the counties. The policy of the Free 
Church Councils should be the education of those who not only 
choose the Members of Parliament but also County Councillors 
at the polling booths. He emphasised the importance of this 
with regard to rural England, because whatever injustice might 
exist in great centres of population the injustices were most 
unjust in the thinly-peopled regions. Let them fiing the 
present muddle into an unhonoured grave and bring in an 
Act which would give to the children the best education for 
which they had capacity, and it should not only be efficient, 
but free and absolutely unsectarian. 

This resolution was also adopted unanimously. 

The Rev. J. ScOTT LiDGBTT, M.A., moved : — 

VI.— PBOPOSED EDUCATION BILL FOB LONDON. 

'* That this Goimcil declares that it will offer the xaost strenuous opposition 
to any proposal to extend to London the principles embodied in the Education 
Act, 1^. In particular it protests on the ground both of the rights of 
conscience and of constitutional principle, against the granting of aid from the 
rates to denominational schools without complete public control. 

*' It is strongly of opinion that the Education authority for London should 
be directly elected by the people ezdusiyely for the administration of all 
grades kA Education. 

"The Council caUs upon Free Churches throughout the country actively 
to oppose by all legitimate means any measure inconsistent with this, its 
dedared policy." 

In doing so, he said time was too short for him to introduce to 
them the intricate problems of London local government ; bat 
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he asked them to remember that it was impossible for them or 
their representatives in Parliament to be indifferent as to what 
takes place upon this most important question in London 
during the present Sessi<m of Parliament. London had a 
school population larger than that of the whole of Scotland. 
The Education authority which was to be created would have to 
control the expenditure of some six or seven millions per 
annum. They were going to confine their fight during this 
Session to the question of what should be the authority to 
administer London education, and he asked every one concerned, 
the provinces as well as London, to take a solemn vow that 
every issue raised last Session should be raised with equal and 
unfaltering courage, and with all the persistency the forms of 
the House would permit when this London Bill was introduced 
into the House of Commons. Having stated that the resolution 
laid down a great administrative principle, and paid a tribute to 
the excellence of the work hitherto carried on by the London 
School Board, Mr. Lidgett said that if there were reasons why 
the School Boards in the provinces should not be destroyed 
there were a thousandfold reasons' why the London School 
Board should be preserved. The great problems that faced the 
educationist and administrator in London at the present 
moment were fraught with the highest significance to the 
religious, social, and moral progress of the world. They must 
maintain the union of London and the absolute control of the 
central authority, or inefficiency and jobbery of the most 
flagrant kind would ensue from the breaking up of that 
institution. Inefficiency here and halting counsels yonder 
would deprive them of the chance of solving the problems that 
were bound up with the imperial significance and importance 
of London. The brethren of the provinces could not afford to 
stand by and see not only sectarian injustice extended in 
London, but a reign of inefficiency inaugurated, and he, there- 
fore, asked them not to leave them to fight their battles alone, 
but to call upon their representatives in Parliament, and all the 
public influence they could arouse to stand for the great 
principles they had set before them, and determine that London 
might be legislated for in the spirit of righteousness and 
wisdom, so that the highest interests of progress might be 
secured. 

Mr. Gbobgb White, M.P., seconded the resolution. He 
declared that the least they could do to show their gratitude to 
London for what it had done in the cause of Education in the 
past was to help in the coming fight. The Duke of Devonshire, 
he remarked, laid the flattering uuction to his sleepy soul that 
they had had enough of fighting ; but he (the speaker) could 
assure him that they were perfectly ready to fight th^ battles 
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again, because they knew they were battles in favour of consti- 
tuMonal principles and religious equality. They fought them, 
not simply as Nonconformists, but as citizens, and he hoped the 
same sympathy would be extended throughout the length and 
bread^ of the kingdom to this London Bill as London extended 
over a Bill that did not apply to them. He hoped that in 
fighting this second battle they would do it with at least equal 
courage to that which they manifested in the last battle, because 
he was sure they had the main bent of public opinion on their 
flide. He hoped their action in Parliament would encourage 
those in the country to continue this contest with increased 
vigour, and that in ParliaiAent and out of Parliament they 
would* continue to wage this battle with unabated courage and 
confidence. He hoped the country would support those who 
had done such noble work in London. 

The Rev. 0. SiLVBSTBK HOKNB, M.A., said that although 
direct attack upon educational London had failed, an effort was 
being made to ca.rry out the designs upon Education by a flank 
movement. The only safety was to stand by the ad hoc 
authority, and that was th^ir only way of saving unsectarian 
education. 

The resolution was then put and carried unanimously. 



RESOLUTION ON DISESTABLISHMENT. 

The Rev. T. J. Whbldon, B.A. (President of the Calvinistic 
Methodist Conference), moved the following resolution on 
Disestablishment : — 

" This Council desires, the more exaphatically in view of the passing of the 
Edoeation Act, to again repeat its protest against the existence of an Established 
Church. It believes it to be unsoriptaral, as subordinating the spiritual to the 
temporal power ; as giving to one favoured Church privileges and monc^lies, 
greater to the detriment of other Christian denominations ; as being a frequent 
impe£ment in the path of liberty and progress ; and as a constant parent of 
injustice and ine<|uality. It therefore calls upon all Free Churches to be 
vigilant in resisting attempted encroachments by the Establishment in any 
direction; to seek to train young Free Churchmen in the history and principles 
of the Free Churches ; and to use every possible endeavour to obtam at the 
earliest day a Church free from State entanglement and control," 

The speaker said he was going to put the axe to the tree. They 
thought that those in England had lost their guiding star, that 
they had got into a military Jerusalem which had hid the star 
from their eyes. He was glad to see that now they were 
coming out of that Jerusalem. The Church of England was 
becoming something to all of them which they dreaded, and 
they must stand firm against the power which sought to 
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bring their children under sacerdotal influence. The Estab- 
lished Church in Wales gained few adherents except people who 
desired to improve their social position or tiresome people 
who wanted in their Churches to be first in everything except 
in prayer and in the exercise of the gifts of grace. If the clergy 
of the Established Church were descended from the Apostles, 
then he thought the descent was very great in Wales. 

The resolution was seconded by Mr. W. R LuKB, J.P. The 
resolution, he said, was the corollary of all the other resolutions 
they had passed that morning. They had been dealing with 
gigantic evils and flagrant injustices, but the source and origin 
of them all was the establishment of the Church, and until the 
Church was disestablished those evils would be chronic. If 
they sent out a full and clear note on the subject they would 
get the thoughts of the Free Churches upon it, and the time 
would not be far distant when the State stigma would be 
removed from their Nonconformity, and Free Churchmen 
would be in the enjoyment, as citizens, of complete religious 
equality. 

The President then said: All the resolutions of the 
morning have been carried unanimously. There has hardly 
ever been such a Session in the history of the Free Churches or 
of any other Church. 

The Session was closed by the pronouncing of the Benediction 
by the President. 



WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON. 

The Council reassembled at 2.45. Devotional exercises were 
conducted by the Rev. G. Watt Smith. 

During the first half -hour of the Session the voting papers for 
the election of the Committee were distributed and collected. 
Rev. Thomas Law announced the following as the scrutineers : 
Revs. Geo. Hooper (Chairman), W. Armstrong, A. Graham 
Barton, Mr. A. A. Bryan, Revs. H. J. Crouch, J. Surman Cook, 
C. A. Fellowes, Mr. T. H. Fleming, Rev. J. E. Flower, M.A., 
Mr. Walter Hall, Revs. S. B. Handley, W. F. Harris, I. 
Hartill, Mr. C. Hayward, Revs. J. Heath, J. G. Hopkins, 
T. Broughton Knight, W. Lansdell, R. H. Lord, M.A., J. K. 
Maconachie, Mr. Wesley North, Mr. G. A. Herbert Price, Revs. 
G. S. Smith, W. W. Foulston, H. Varley, B.A., Mr. H. P. 
Millway, Revs. E. B. Woods, B.D., A. E. Killon, Mr, Geo. S. 
Hirst (Convener). 
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

The Rev. THOMAS MITCHELL (President of the Primitive 
Methodist Conference), moved the election of Mr. R. W. Perks, 
M.P., Mr. George Cadbnry, and Alderman Evan Spicer as Hon. 
Treasurers for the year 1903-4 ; also the election of the Rev. 
Dr. Monro Gibson as Hon. Secretary for the same period. 
These gentlemen, he said, occupied a high position in the con- 
fidence of the Free Churches of this land, being all tried men 
and true, who had rendered splendid service to the Council in 
days gone by. The originators of this great movement were 
building wider than they knew, and its success had probably 
exceeded their most sanguine expectations. 

In seconding, the Rev. M. J. BiRKS (President of the Metho* 
dist New Ooimexion Conference) predicted for the officers a 
year's work as abundant and as arduous as that of last year. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 
The next businesa was a paper on — 

HOW FREE CHURCH COUNCILS MAY PREVENT 
DENOMINATIONAL OVERLAPPING. 

By Rev. Alfred Rowland, B.A., LL.B., D.D. 

The existence of different denominations has no doubt 
served a Divine purpose. They have probably constituted an 
essential phase in the religious development of this country. 
They have provoked one another to love and good works ; and 
pride in one's own denomination, though by no means the 
loftiest motive, has certainly not been an unmitigated evil. We 
may at least say of it what Paul said of the preaching of some 
of his opponents — it ^^has turned out rather for the furtherance 
of the gospel." Nor can any one deny the fact that in smaller 
Churches the sense of personal responsibility is more easily 
developed, and some of their members have been called to 
exercise their gifts as teachers, or as officers, who might have 
been overlooked in larger communities. 

Further, each section of the Church has served to emphasise 
some trutiis which, but for it, might have been overlaid or 
forgotten. Methodism, for example, began its existence as a 
passionate protest against prevailing lethargy, and its burning 
evangelism necessarily compelled it to break free from the 
Established Church. The Baptists emphasised the individual 
responsibility of which no man can rid himself, in the judgment 
of God. Quakerism was a revolt against official caste in the 
Church, and a 49ii3Land that every member should be free to 

8 
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follow the leadings of the Spirit. To Presbyterians we owe the 
reassertion amid freedom of orderliness and method ; and to 
Congregationalism the maintenance of the indefeasible right of 
any Christian community, conscious of the Lord's presence, to 
independence of ecclesiastical and even theological authority, 
extraneous to itself. 

It may be confidently assumed that every member of this 
Assembly firmly believes that the practices and methods adopted 
by his own section of the Church are nearest to his ideal. But 
I trust we are all equally convinced that a vigorous religious 
life, which can effectively combat prevailing ungodliness, is far 
more important than the form of its development. Wherever 
there is suf&cient population, each denomination may still 
wisely maintain its special witness-bearing, though even there 
we must abjure every attempt to supersede each other, or to 
weaken each other, by mere sectarian competition ; for we are 
not called of God to propagate a form of Church government, 
but to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

But what is the condition of things in some of our rural 
districts ? Are we conserving our forces, or are we scattering 
and squandering them ? Do we take a comprehensive survey 
of the religious needs of the country, so ttiat no village or 
hamlet is left destitute of the Evangel ; or do we crowd one 
another in certain places, glorying " in another's province, in 
regard of things ready to our hand " ? Are we willing to 
disregard non-essentials, for the sake of the great verities of our 
faith ; or do we boast of the needless multiplication of tiny 
tabernacles, which a former Dean of Bangor scathingly 
described as " Polychurchism " ? Such are the questions I ask 
you to consider. 

I have gone carefully into them ; and though I must not 
occupy time with statistics, I am prepared to show that we are 
sadly over-churched. Horace Mann estimated that 58 per cent, 
of the population could attend worship at one time, and 70 per 
cent, if two services were included ; but recent statistics show 
that in the Metropolis not 70 per cent., but only 20 per cent., 
are in actual attendance, counting both services. Even if we 
allow that three times as many worshippers may be found in 
rural districts, though I gravely doubt if it be so, even then 
accommodation is extravagant. Yet where this is beyond 
question, new buildings are sometimes erected which are the 
offspring of mere sectarian zeal. Only last Sunday I was told 
of a village where one church more than sufficed for the 
population, yet a recent comer, who is a zealous denomina- 
tionalist, is persuading a dozen members of that struggling 
community to detach themselves from it, and form a second 
congregation. This ought not so to be. It is the result of a 
theory which I hold to be unwise, and even un-Cliristian, that 
every denomination should be represented in every place. 
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If our Free Ghoroh Councils are to gain and hold the 
enthnfllaatio support of sane Christian men, they must do all 
that is possible to prevent this suicidal policy, and to rectify its 
disastrous effects. No other body can afford such a platform 
for unbiassed discussion and dh*ect initiative as this. We 
cannot reasonably expect that deacons or stewards, ministers or 
members, should of their own accord take action which might 
extinguish by absorption the Church they love, and which they 
serve with splendid self-sacrifice. Suggestion and persuasion 
must come from outside, from men trusted and honoured by 
all the Churches ; and withdrawal on the part of one denomi- 
nation, must be compensated for by reciprocal sacrifice elsewhere, 
on the part of others. 

The evils arising from the present condition of things are 
manifold. There is obviously serious waste of men and money. 
How can one expect a handful of poor villagers to do aggressive 
work in neglected hamlets, or to support foreign missions, when 
they are already straining every nerve to maintain their 
minister and keep up their place of worship ? And there are 
ministers among them worthy to stand in the foremost 
ranks, who are painfully conscious that any gain to their 
own congregation only weakens another. Talk of *^ village 
Hampdens,*' and " mute inglorious Miltons " — ^we have them in 
our village churches, and some of them are breaking their hearts 
over a cruel competition which, at any sacrifice of denomina- 
tional anwur proprey ought to be swept away. 

Think, too, of the losses we sustain by the refusal on the part 
of many to identify themselves with Free Churches, which 
have been made weak by needless subdivision. Families 
which have been the strength of our city and suburban 
congregations often move into the country. They find in the 
neighbourhood three or four little chapels, which are necessarily 
dependent upon the services of casual and occasionally of 
mentally inefficient preachers. The services do not attract 
tiiem or spiritually uplift them, and soon they drift to the 
Established Church. They do not always do this for the sake 
of social advantage, but sometimes with sincere reluctance ; 
and I hold that their temptations would be enormously lessened 
if there were one Free Church within reach ; self-supporting, 
vigorous, and effective. 

I will only hint at more subtle evils to which our present 
system tends, such as narrowness of religious outlook, the 
exist^DLce of envying and jealousies, and the use of unworthy 
means to secure adherents, temptation to which is far stronger 
than jMTOsperous Churches imagine. 

The necessity for the affiliation or union which I am urging 
is growingly apparent. The rural population is far smaller than 
it was, although the Churches are not less nimierous, and the 
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members of these are no longer the independent yeomen and 
the well-to-do shopkeepers, who once constituted the backbone 
of Free Churchism. The Education Act has made it more 
than ever necessary that we should combine our forces, and I 
believe that although it has sadly deepened the chasm between 
us and the Established Church, it will bring us much closer 
together for mutual defence. And religious indifference is seen 
on every side, if not in hostility to our common faith, at least 
in callous disregard of it, and none of us can combat it single- 
handed. Surely it is time that we acted in the spirit of Joab 
when he said to Abishai his brother, " If the Syrians be too 
strong for me, then thou shalt come and help me ; but if the 
children of Ammon be too strong for thee, then I will come 
and help thee. Be of good courage, and let us play the man 
for our people . . . and the Lord do that which seemeth Him 
good." 

The signs of the times, so far as they point to further federa- 
tion, are distinctly hopeful. In our Free Church Councils we 
see in actual existence what appeared not long ago to be no 
more than "the baseless fabric of a vision." Ignorance of each 
other and alienation from each other — those " earth-bom clouds '* 
are fast diminishing, and will soon vanish away. A spirit of 
unity is rapidly spreading apart from any action or volition of 
ours. If a Price Hughes or a Joseph Parker is taken from us, 
we all mourn together as over a personal loss. We are already 
realising the truth of Paul's words, "All things are yours, 
whether Paul, or ApoUos, or Cephas — ^all are yours, and ye are 
Christ's, and Christ is God's." 

As to our theological differences, they have practically dis- 
appeared, so that we no longer have the chief reason our fathers 
had for continued separation. Indeed, as a matter of fact, in 
almost every Free Church of considerable size, members of all 
these bodies are habitually worshipping and working together, 
without the slightest difficulty or friction. 

Why, then, should not this practical union exist in our villages, 
where it is specially required ? I am firmly persuaded that if 
a standing committee of sanctified, sensible laymen, took this 
in band, in every county or district, in. ten years it would no 
longer be regarded as an insoluble problem or a visionary 
project. 

In all such movements progress must necessarily be slow, 
especially at first, but so long as evolution is in the right direc- 
tion we can afford to be patient. To attempt to enforce this 
from a central committee would be properly resented, and 
would prove disastrous ; but we can do much to create the 
atmosphere for closer union to grow in. For example, we may 
distinguish more clearly, and practically, between the essential 
and the accidental. We may subordinate the part to the whole, 
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the denominational to the Catholic ; and we should use to the 
utmost all possible opportunities of mutual fellowship and 
co-operation. When a conference of Christians was discussing 
the question, " Shall we know one another in heaven ? " one 
brother pertinently suggested that meantime we should learn to 
know each other on earth. Our annual gatherings, and our 
united Missions have done something in this direction, but I 
should like also to see at least one united service monthly in 
every village — thus preparing for closer federation, and setting 
free some of our ministers to preach the gospel in the country- 
side, which is often given over to indifference or to priestism. 

Most of all, let us eagerly pray for a fuller and more domi- 
nant Christian life, which will make self-sacrifice, and even 
denominational self-sacrifice, more easy and natural, for the 
union of Christendom is awaiting a revival of Christlikeness. 

I trust that I have not made too much of what is outward. 
I would not willingly pose as an Erastian ; but I am equally 
eager not to appear as a Pietist^ because I for one am not content 
that our professions of unity should never have a visible incar- 
nation. Union without unity is a body without a soul, but 
unity without union is a soul without a body. 

The Council then heard papers on "How Free Church 
Councils may promote Aggressive Religious Work," (a) In 
Villages, by the Rev. Charles Joseph, (6) In Towns, by the 
Rev. C. A. Fellowes. 



HOW FREE CHURCH COUNCILS MAY PROMOTE 
AGGRESSIVE RELIGIOUS WORK— IN VILLAGES. 

By the Rev. Chablbs Joseph, of Cambridge. 

In these days, when we measure distances by minutes, and 
not by miles, no English village is very far from an English 
town ; and in this assembly, which is composed so largely of 
men who are village-bom, it is unnecessary to say that aggres- 
sive religious work, such as we contemplate, cannot be expected 
in the depleted English village of to-day unless the Free 
Churchmen of the towns are ready and willing to help. 

Sectarianism flourishes in the village, and tradition takes 
deep root in its little-disturbed soil. Life is all visible there, and 
neiUier faith nor unfaith can long be hidden. If one be 
grieved by his brethren he cannot find another church of his 
denomination within easy reach of his home. He must stay 
and fight out his differences, or sulk and let all the village know 
the reason why, or else he must give up the faith i of his fathers 
and wrench himself away from the associations of a lifetime. 
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Individualism is emphasised. The townsman grows like a tree 
in the wood, shaped, and forced upwards by the pressure of 
crowded life. The villager grows like ai lone tree in the park 
— noticeable, characteristic, sturdy I It is not easy therefore to 
unify village causes, however small they may be ; and it is 
almost as difficult to initiate any new work among men who 
are " slow in the uptake," and who are always a little suspicious 
of outside interference. 

Still, it can and must be done. The need cries aloud to all 
who have ears to hear, and He who " went through the villages " 
with His gracious ministry, has shown us how to do it, how 
that need can best be met. 

It is clear, however, that I am not expected to deal with the 
wide, and fascinating, general question, nor to expound any 
theory of village evangelisation, for I am to tell you, in fifteen 
minutes, how " Free Church Councils may promote aggres- 
sive religious work" in these same villages. I take refuge 
in my own recent experiences ; and beg permission to tell an 
unadorned tale of what has been attempted in this direction by 
the Free Church Councils of the borough and county of 
Cambridge. 

We have held numerous conferences and public meetings in 
the villages, as well as special evangelistic missions. There has 
also been a good deal of useful aggressive work stimulated and 
supported along ordinary denominational lines by the action of 
the Free Church Council. 

We have also attempted aggressive work along undenomina- 
tional lines, and have built two Free Church Mission Chapels 
which to-day are free from debt, and are the homes of happy 
and flourishing Christian conamunities ; and we have purchased 
a site, fixed the trusts, and passed the building scheme of a much 
larger undertaking which we hope to see completed during the 
present year. The first of .these buildings is situated in a 
village two miles from Cambridge, the second in a remote part 
of the county, and the third will be erected in a new district a 
mile and a half from the centre of the county town, where no 
Free Church worship has yet been established. 

Let me give a mere sketch of these three enterprises. The 
first was undertaken, four years ago, in that ancient place which 
Chaucer, in the least readable, or most t^nreadable, of his tales, 
calls "Trompington near Canterbrig." In this pretty and 
classic little village of Trumpington there existed — till our Free 
Church Council displaced them — ^two feeble and struggling 
Missions — one a Wesleyan, the other a Baptist. It required 
some tact and no little patience, first to incline and then to 
enable our Wesleyan brethren to relinquish their niission-room. 
Methodists are trained in the art and science of acquisition ; 
but they are bad hands at giving in, or giving up, although 
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they are not bad at giving in general. However, the mission- 
room at Trumpington had very nearly given them np, and was 
of no great service or credit either to their Church or their 
Bedeemer. Nevertheless it existed, and was a recognised 
portion of their circuit work, and could not be parted with till 
all the sanctions were duly obtained. A Free Church friend, 
who lives in the village, offered a suitable site free of cost, and 
expressed his willingness to contribute largely toward the 
erection of a suitable building if the two causes could be 
unified. As the result of prayerful counsel, and by simply 
*' seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness,'* the 
two little bands of believers were made willing to unite. 

The inadequate old mission-rooms were abandoned and a 
beautiful little chapel took their place. The new building is 
called " The Free Church," and here all the Free Churchmen 
of the village now meet in perfect harmony for work and 
worship. The Baptists, although they were the stronger party 
and had found most of the money required for promoting the 
scheme, agreed that baptism by immersion should neither be 
practised nor taught in the new building ; and they went much 
further still, for, inasmuch as their Wesleyan brethren had been 
accustomed to bring their children to the font in their old 
mission-hall, they are permitted to continue the practice in the 
new chapel. This was considered reasonable, because Baptist 
candidates, being able to walk, could come to town for baptism, 
while the Methodist subjects generally have to be carried, and, 
lest if they tarry till they're bigger, they may never come at 
all, the point was conceded. 

Here, then, at Trumpington is now a truly happy, united, 
and flourishing Christian community, worshipping in a build- 
ing which is a credit to the village and to Nonconformity. 

Our second effort was made in the remote village of Rampton, 
which has a purely agricultural population of 300 souls. There 
was no chapel, mission-room, or other building in which Free 
Church worship could be conducted. The typical parson-and- 
squire influence reigned supreme, and the Episcopal Church, 
lacking the healthful stimulus of Free Church influence, was 
almost entirely abandoned by the villagers. No other place of 
worship existed within two miles of Rampton, and so the Free 
Church Council determined to take some step to bring the 
gospel to this neglected spot. A capital site was obtained in 
the centre of the village and a suitable chapel and vestries 
erected. The building seats a hundred worshippers and cost 
£206. It was opened in August last and is entirely free of 
debt. From the very first day of its opening it hais been a 
success, both financially and in regard to the attendance of the 
villagers. 
In both of these cases the trustees of the property are 
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appointed by, and from, all the neighbouring Free Churches 
in membership with the Federation, and the supply of the 
pulpits and the general oversight of the work are supervised 
by the ministers of those Churches. 

Our third enterprise is unlike either of those already referred 
to, and in some respects more dif&cult to deal with. On one 
of the main roads, leading out of Cambridge, and quite cut off 
from the town by the railway and the broad and far-extending 
yards of the three railway companies, there has arisen quite 
suddenly a new neighbourhood. It is neither urban nor 
suburban, and yet it is not quite a village. Many Free 
Churchmen live in this thickly populated new district, but, 
while all the denominations have representatives there, no 
Church has a sufficient number of adherents to enable it 
to build a chapel or even to found a successful Mission in 
the locality. Meantime a new ecclesiastical district has been 
formed and a new Episcopalian Church built and filled. The 
local Free Church Council felt that if we could unite all the 
resident Free Churchmen of this district a strong cause could 
be established there. As preliminary steps, drawing-room 
meetings were held, and conferences convened. The result 
has been the purchase of a central site, which has been paid 
for, and money is now being collected for the erection of a 
Mission chapel and schools — or perhaps at first a "school 
chapel." The most interesting feature of this particular 
undertaking is its Trust Deed. I cannot, of course, give a 
full account of this truly important document, but I may 
indicate its object and sketch its chief arrangements. It is 
to be remembered that we were not dealing with a village, 
pure and simple, and yet we were considering the claims of a 
helpless community; but, as the population is very rapidly 
increasing, it is exceedingly likely that, in the near future, 
denominational extension will be undertaken by one or other 
of the Churches ; and we have no wish to stand in the way of 
church extension. The Trust Deed, therefore, is so drawn as 
to anticipate such developments. 

The trustees are appointed by the Free Church Council and 
two-thirds of the worshippers may at any time, if they think 
fit, determine that the work and the property shall be handed 
over to any one of the denominations in membership with the 
Council. In that event, however, the chosen denomination 
must pay back to the Free Church Council the money which 
was originally raised and spent in the establishment of the 
Mission Church. The sum of money thus released is to be 
employed by the Council in similar work in other new districts. 
It was felt that this financial provision would prevent hasty 
action on the part of any section of the worshippers and would 
be perfectly equitable in respect to the claims of the other 
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Churclies which had originally contributed to the scheme. These 
three, I think I may claim, are typical cases. There are hundreds 
of Tillages like Trumpington, where unification is needed and 
where it is possible if brotherly love continue and prevail. 
There are thousands of benighted villages and hamlets in rural 
England like Hampton, where practically the great Redemption 
is nnpreached and almost unknown ; and in the outskirts— on 
the utmost fringe— of almost every growing town in this 
conntry there are districts like the estate at Cambridge, to 
which I have referred, where Free Churchmen languish in 
neglect, and where denominationalism fails to meet the earliest 
needs of the situation. Surely here is work that needs to be 
done, and it seems to me that the Free Church Councils have 
come to the kingdom for such a time, and such a work as this I 



HOW FREE CHURCH COUNCILS MAY PROMOTE 
AGGRESSIVE RELIGIOUS WORK— IN TOWNS. 

By Rev. C. A. Fbllowes. 

" Aggressive Religious Work " is a very comprehensive 
phrase. It covers a vast multitude of activities aud describes 
a great diversity of operations. 

The question as to how Free Church Councils may promote 
this many-sided work is by no means new. It has been 
frequently discussed by Local Councils, and on at least one 
previous occasion (at Sheffield, 1900), it has been considered 
by the National Council. But while lacking the charm of 
novelty, the problem is possessed of perennial interest and 
unrivalled importance. For is not the chief end of a Free 
Church Council the promotion of aggressive religious work ? 
A Council may do many things, but this one thing it must do. 

The subject before us, therefore, is of the first magnitude ; 
and its reintroduction to the notice of this Assembly at the 
present moment is singularly opportune. Circumstalices over 
which the Nonconformists of the country had no control com- 
pelled our Free Church Councils last year — ^f or the first time in 
their history — to enter the political arena. This they did, not 
willingly, but of necessity ; not blindly, at the bidding of some 
parliamentary party whip ; not light-heartedly, " just for the 
fun of the thing " ; but conscientiously and prayerfully, in the 
fear of God, and in obedience to the sovereign call of duty. 
The action taken by the Free Church Councils with reference 
to the education question needs no apology ; but does not the 
very zeal and earnestness with which they have thrown them- 
selves into this conflict constitute a possible peril ? Is there 
not a possibility of the Education Act engrossing the attention 
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and absorbing the energies of our Councils, to the temporary 
exclusion, at any rate, of matters of even greater moment ? 
For ** the things which are political are temporal ; the things 
which are spiritual are eternal." 

Nothing could be more seasonable just now than an appeal 
to our Councils to put " first things first," ani keep them there. 
The " Spiritual Express" must not be shunted on to a siding 
to allow even a " Special Goods " to take precedence on the 
main line of our system. An Act of Parliament, however 
unconstitutional, unjust, and mischievous, must not be allowed 
to fill our horizon. The Evangelisation Question is greater 
than the Education Question ; and active obedience to tiie law 
of (Jod is more to be desired than passive resistance to a law 
of the land. Participation in political controversy may 
occasionally be unavoidable, but it must always be the 
'* strange work" of Free Church Councils, whose main business 
and constant occupation should be the promotion of aggressive 
religious work, the need of which is so pointedly demonstwtted 
by the facts revealed in connection with the recent Religious 
Census taken in London, Liverpool, and other large towns. 

My contribution to the solution of the problem before us will 
take the form of a narrative, in which the results of personal 
experience, observation, and meditation are woven into a con- 
nected story that tells how various forms of aggressive religious 
work were promoted by an imaginary Council, in an imaginary 
town. 

Here is the story as it came to me : — 

The Free Church Council of Town was at first a sort 

of Mutual Admiration Society. Its meetings were principally 
occasions for the interchange of pretty compliments between 
representatives of different denominations. Its members 
seemed to think it a really remarkable thing that brethren 
should " dwell together in unity," and were never weary of 
calling attention to their own virtue in this respect by exclaim- 
ing, ** See how we Christians love one another I " 

At length one of our members rather startled the Council 
by saying, ''Brethren, instead of talking so much about our 
love for each other, ought we not to set about showing love to 
others ? We have been called not merely to * dwell together 
in unity,' but to be * workers together, with God.' Have we 
forgotten the words of the Master, ' Other sheep I have which 
are not of this fold ; them also I must bring' ?" 

That set us thinking about those " other sheep " ; and the 
conviction grew that it was the duty of the Council either to do 
something itself or to get something done for those " not found 
yet." A passion for souls took possession of us, and in the 
white heat of that Divine enthusiasm sectarian jealousies and 
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rivalries melted away ; our Chttrches ceased to look " every one 
upon its own things"; considerations of denominational advan- 
tage were 8ubor<finated to the interests of the kingdom of 
Christ ; co-operation became possible. 

But what should we do ? We had " a zeal for God," but we 
wanted it to be directed " according to knowledge." So the 
Council resolved to set apart a season of prayer for Divine 
guidance. That was a good beginning. From the Day of 
Pentecost until now all aggressive Christian work has begun 
in a prayer-meeting. The burden of our petition was, " Lord, 
what wouldst Thou have us to do ? " And in response to 
our tmited supplications, it was clearly shown us what we 
should do. 

A XTkitbd Mission was unanimously and enthusiastically 
decided on. The services of one of the National Council's 
Evangelists were secured. Most thorough and prayerful pre- 
paration was made for his coming ; and it was further agreed 
that immediately the Central Mission closed, every Church 
should devote a week to the evangelisation of its own parish. 
The Mission was a great success. The town was stirred as 
never before ; but what surprised and encouraged us most was 
the fact that the inquirers dealt with at the Parochial Missions 
were just twice as many as those resulting from the great 
Central Mission.* Nor was this all. The effect of the Mission 
on our Churches was most marked. Evangelistic fervour 
characterised them as it had hever previously done. Every 
one of them became the centre of aggressive religious work. 

When next the Council met an ardent desire for another 
united " Forward Movement " was expressed. What form 
should it take ? The matter was laid before the Lord ; and, as 
a result, the Council determined to organise a series of popular 
Sunday evening THEATRE SERVICES. By this means a great 
number of those who never enter an ordinary place of worship 
were brought under the sound of the gospel. 

The winter was now coming to an end ; but the Council felt 
that the work of the Lord must go on all the year round. In 
the Holy War no truce could be proclaimed because "the 
summer was nigh." So it came to pass that an Open- AIR CAM- 
PAIGN was planned for the summer months. Once a week an 
evening meeting was held in the Market Place, the most 
prominent ministers and laymen taking part. Dinner-hour 
services for working men were also arranged. These lasted 
only for twenty-five minutes, and were held at various centres, 
where groups of factory hands were in the habit of loitering 

* This actually oooarred in Birmingham. The Nine DavB' Mission bondnoted 
by Dr. Cliftord and Gipsy Smith, in 1901, produced 1,400 inquirers. The next 
wiaek SO Churches engaged in the work of evangelising their own *' parishes " ; 
and, as a result of seven days' effort, 2,800 inquirers were dealt with. 
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away the last half of their dinner-hour. In addition Slum 
Services were organised by the Council. A special band of 
workers was got together, who once a week went into the 
courts and alleys of our town, carrying the evangel of purity 
and peace, sometimes using the lantern as an auxiliary, but 
always making the service bright and attractive with plenty of 
good singing. 

These Slum Services had a reflex influence on our Council 
that was wholly unexpected, and which led to developments 
never contemplated when we started work in the lowest 
quarters of the town. We, of course, kept the members of our 
Council informed concerning the various departments of our 
open-air work, and from time to time invited them, and the 
members of the Churches with which they were connected, to 
come and see for themselves what the Council was doing in 
their name. The result was that quite a number of well-to-do 
Christian people who had never entered a slum in their lives, 
and who had no conception of how the poor live, were induced 
to accompany our band of slum-workers to some of the lowest 
haunts of the town. When they saw the wretched hovels in 
which " the submerged tenth " live, when they witnessed the 
poverty, the overcrowding, the squalor, the vice and violence 
which surrounded them in Slumdom, they were first appalled, 
then moved with compassion ; and they said, " It is not 
enough that our Council should bring the ' glad tidings ' into 
these sad neighbourhoods just for an hour once a week. 
Surely the combined resources of all our Churches would 
enable an organisation which represents and serves them all to 
have an agent constantly at work amongst these poor people, 
many of whom are practically heathens." So it came to pass 
that the Council was led to employ a Christian brother, who 
spends his whole time amongst the slum-dwellers, combining 
the duties of Colporteur and City Missionary. 

This departure soon led to another. It became evident that 
only through the gentle ministry of a Christian woman could 
the hearts of our sisters in Slum-land be reached, their suffer- 
ing be assuaged, their lives made brighter, and their souls saved. 
The Council, therefore, resolved upon the employment of a 
Free Church " Sister," who unites in her ministry the functions 
of a Bible Woman and District Nurse. 

About this time, through the commendable action of the 
magistrates, a number of licensed houses in the p^oorer parts of 
our town were closed. That was good so far as it went ; but 
our Council felt that the action of the magistrates in closing 
certain of these houses needed to be supplemented by action on 
the part of the Christian Churches in providing counter- 
attractions to those which remained. The closing of public- 
houses of the old and evil type needed to be followed by the 
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opening of public-honses of a new and better order. So it was 
resolved, by way of experiment, to acquire one of the whilom 
"pubs" and convert it to social and religions uses. In order 
that the house might present a familiar appearance to its 
former hdbitv^^ the exterior was allowed to remain unaltered. 
The sign-board was not even taken down. But the interior 
was entirely transformed. A wholesome Refreshment Bar 
took the place of the old Liquor Bar ; one apartment was 
turned into a Reading Room, and kept well supplied with 
papers and illustrated n:iagazines ; another was devoted to 
draughts and dominoes and other table games ; ping-pong, 
bagatelle, and billiards were also provided; what had been 
the Club Room was reserved during the week for meetings, 
discussions, sing-songs, and occasional lectures, while on 
Sundays it was used in the afternoon for a Slum Children's 
Sunday School, and, in the evening, for a bright Evangelistic 
service. Thus, on returning to their old haunt, under its new 
management, the customers found all the attractions of a public- 
house, minus the drink ; light, warmth, comfort, and amuse- 
ments were provided for them, with opportunities for social 
intercourse, intellectual improvement, and religious instruction. 
The Council's Public-house was well patronised from the 
first, it soon became self-supporting, and is unquestionably a 
centre from which t radiate most salutary influences. *' Where 
sin abounded, grace much more abounds." 

Other means adopted by our Council for the Promotion of 
Aggressive Religious Work include a Saturday Night Gospel 
Concert ; a Midnight Mission to the poor " unfortunates " ; 
Children's Open- Air Services ; occasional meetings for particular 
bodies of men, such as the Police, Railway Employes, 'Bus a^d 
Tram men, &c., and last, but not least. Free Church services in 
various public institutions, such as the Workhouse, Cottage 
Homes, Industrial Schools, and the like, which are chiefly 
maintained by the voluntary help, most cheerfully rendered, 
of a large number of local preachers. 

In the course of a great military campaign there are 
positions which must be occupied, and duties which can best 
be discharged by individual regiments or companies ; there are 
also occasions when all the several regiments are required to 
unite in a combined attack upon the enemy's stronghold. The 
same is true in the Holy War. There are forms of religious 
work which undoubtedly belong to, and can best be accom- 
plished by, individual Churches or denominational effort ; but 
there are also occasions which call for co-operative action, 
where all the regiments of the Free Church Army must unite 
in a combined attack upon the strongholds of Sin and Satan. 
The aim of our Council is to further aggressive religious work, 
first by promoting the spiritual efficiency of each individual 
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Church, and then by utilising the strength of our united forces 
whenever and wherever co-operative effort is capable of 
accomplishing more than could be achieved by denominational 
action. 

With regard to the financial aspect of the question, our 
CounciFs experience is that the best fulcrum for its lever 
when raising money is a record of Aggressive Religious Work, 
either promoted or accomplished. Let our Free Church Councils 
do something which appeals to the imagination, the sym^pathy, 
and the common sense of the Christian public, and they will 
not then appeal in vain for pecuniary support. 

Thus the story ends. 

By its aid the subject under discussion has been presented 
"partly in the daylight of fact, partly in the limelight of 
fancy." Let me anticipate one criticism. It will prpbably be 
said that some of the foregoing suggestions are Utopian, 
idealistic, and " not within the range of practical politics." My 
reply is that what Free Church Councils may do in the future 
to promote Aggressive Religious Work is not to be limited by 
what they have done in the past or are doing in the present. 
They have not exhausted their latent possibilities. What is 
prophecy to-day may become history to-morrow. 

The Rev. JOSEPH Odbll said that the greatest difficulty they 
had in the matter of overlapping, and he confessed it as a 
Primitive Methodist minister, arose almost entirely, in many of 
the villages, by the divisions in Methodism. Three or four 
men were required every Sabbath where one might do better 
work; there were three or four scattered companies of 
worshippers where the spiritual atmosphere and the true 
momentum of Christian work would be absolutely more than 
tripled if there was only one congregation instead of three or 
four. This condition of things ought to be improved as 
speedily as possible, and he thought they might this year pray 
at their Methodist Conferences for such a baptism as would 
result in something real and practical being done on the lines 
of a United Methodist Church. 



The Rev. F. W. Bourne also believed that one of the first 
steps which ought to be taken to prevent overlapping was a 
union on fair and equitable terms of the Methodist Church. 
They ought to aim at, and it ought to be possible for them to 
have one Methodist Church in this country, but if it was not 
possible to secure this they ought to see to it that there were 
not more than two. 
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Mr. David Shephbrd said lie was afraid the Methodists of 
the country were responsible for a great deal of the overlapping 
that existed, and he trusted that before long they would see 
something in the way of union among the Methodists of the 
country. The present position of affairs reminded him of the 
Methodist who was asked, " How are you getting on at your 
chapel ? " His answer was, " Well, not very well, but, thank 
the Lord, the Baptists across the way are no better." He was 
hopeful that the discussion that afternoon would have some 
effect, and that before many years they would see, if more than 
one, not more than two Methodist Churches in England, Ireland, 
Scotland and Wales. In conclusion, Mr. Shepherd advocated 
the importance of open-air work. 

The Rev. R. HARDING indicated by an anecdote the attach- 
ment of people to their particular chapel, which in many 
districts they would regularly go miles to attend. They 
must, he suggested, allow time for the idea that had been 
ventilated to grow. 

The next business was a paper on — 



THE PLACE OF WOMEN IN FREE CHURCH COUNCIL 

WORK. 

By Mrs. W. S. Caink. 

The main object of the Free Church Council movement is 
formally declared by its Constitution to be "to promote the 
application of the law of Christ to every relation of human life 
by fraternal intercourse and co-operation among the Evangelical 
Free Churches, to encourage the spiritual ILfe and religious 
activities of the Churches, to protect and extend New Testa- 
ment doctrine, and to defend the rights and liberties of Non- 
conformists." 

To ask the question. What is the place of women in such a 
movement as this ? can only bring one answer from any Free 
Churchman : Everywhere ! 

Women form the majority, and in some cases the over- 
whelming majority, of every congregation of Christian people. 
This has been made abundantly clear by the figures of the 
Religious Census of London, recently undertaken by the Daily 
News. In Lambeth, for instance, where my own Congrega- 
tional Church of Wheatsheaf Hall is situated, the proportion of 
women to men in the Nonconformist Churches was 10,926 to 
7,746 — 4Q per cent, more women than men. The test of 
phurch membership brings out similar results, and it is well 
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known that in Sunday-school work women largely pre- 
dominate. 

This is not the time or opportunity to inquire into the cause 
of this great predominance of women among the Free Churches 
brought under the influence of the Council, but it furnishes a 
powerful reason why women should take an active and leading 
part in the great work which the Free Church Councils have 
undertaken. 

At present women either exclude themselves or get such 
scant encouragement to identify themselves with the local 
councils, as to amount to practical exclusion by men. I cannot 
claim a very wide knowledge of the personnel of many local 
councils, but what knowledge I have tells me that women are 
lamentably few, and that often they are not to be found at all. 

The Officers and Committee of the National Council are made 
up of 32 ministers, 25 other men, and 3 women I 

An examination of the members of the Seventh National 
Council held at Bradford last year shows clearly enough that 
women at present have practically no place at all in this great 
and powerful organisation. The National Council was com- 
posed of 60 representatives from its own officials, of whom 
3 were women, 90 delegates from 32 Federations of whom 
none were women, and some 1,300 delegates from 366 local 
councils, of whom 14 were women. 

In the case of one local council — that of Callington, in Corn- 
wall — ^the entire delegation were two women. It remains there- 
fore that only 1 per cent, of the last National Council consisted of 
women. But all these local councils and federations have secre- 
taries. Out of the whole 400, only two — Hendon and Downton — 
have had the good sense to elect women. Miss Manning, the 
capable and energetic secretary of the Downton Council, is well 
known to many of my audience, and I can speak of her work 
with the enthusiasm which comes with knowledge. I am 
quite sure, however, that there is not a local council in the 
country which could not find plenty of capable women willing 
to co-operate in the all-important enterprises undertaken by 
local councils, and my first recommendation is that the execu- 
tive bodies of all these councils should include a strong woman 
element, and wherever possible there should be a joint 
secretariat of both sexes. 

A glance at the various subjects selected for discussion at the 
last and the present National Council meetings strongly 
emphasises the great need of the co-operation of women, in the 
carrying into effect of the policy laid down, and urged by the 
central authority on all its local councils. Gteanbling, intem- 
perance, the housing of the poor. Sabbath desecration, girls' 
guilds, the revival of family worship, the, revival of personal 
religion, the outside masses, and indeed the attitude of Free 
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Cliurcli Councils to every sort of social problem on the solution 
of which hangs the home life of the people, and indeed the 
whole kingdom of heaven upon earth. It is, of course, a mere 
truism to say that women are interested in and affected by 
every one of these problems. They all affect intimately the 
home life of the people, and to exclude the Mothers of Israel 
from active co-operation in everything that touches home is* 
folly indeed. Yet I think I have shown that, except perhaps 
in minor details, the whole executive force of the Free Church 
Councils is in the hands of men only, who form the minority 
of the Churches declaring themselves by our Constitution to be 
responsible for the public and private action aiming at the 
solution of these problems so vital to all that affects the king- 
dom of Christ. 

One great and important exception exists, however, in the 
Girls' Guild, which is almost entirely managed by women, has 
sdready proved of inestimable value, and is growing in its wise 
and beneficent influence every year. In many of these Guilds 
instruction is given in the principles and history of the Free 
Churches, and it is certainly most desirable that similar teach- 
ing should be given to all our younger members, and indeed to 
many of the older ones I 

The Twentieth Century Pledge-Signing Crusade was also 
greatly helped by women who have thrown their energies into 
the Temperance movement with such enthusiasm and notable 
success. And I know instances where the campaign would 
have been infinitely more successful if women had been 
associated with the Free Church Councils and had brought 
their experience and knowledge of the district to assist in the 
preparations for the crusade. 

Of all the various denominations of Christians making up the 
Free Churches of the country, the smallest in numerical strength 
is the Society of Friends. Yet who will dare to assert that in 
proportion to its members, any other body of Free Churchmen 
has had such a powerful influence in securing that very 
religious liberty which our Council exists only to enjoy, 
develop, and defend. Quakers have been in the van of all 
religious progress for the last 300 years. In the removal of 
every religious disability, in the abolition of slavery, in the 
advocacy of peace, in the establishment of the mighty Temper- 
ance Reformation, in everything that has made for freedom, 
national righteousness, social betterment, and pure and undefiled 
religion, the Society of Friends has led us all for centuries. 

Do you need to ask why ? Surely it is because from its 
foundation the Society has fully recognised the equality of sex 
in the work of the kingdom of heaven upon earth, admitting 
women freely to its ministry, its committees, and to every 
responsibility, great and small, on absolutely equal ground 

9 



M4 MICHTII NATIONAL COmctLOP 

with men. I advise any one who doubts this statement to 
read the reports of the Friends' yearly meetings for the last 
fiye years, and note how much women lead in their delibera- 
tions and influence their discussions. If all other i Free 
Churches, recognised their women in the same way it would 
be like a resurrection in the new and vigorous life which would 
be imparted to their organisations. I do not know of a single 
woman who is a recognised minister in any Free Church exc^t 
the Society of Friends. How many of our Free Churches 
elect women as deacons, elders, or other ofBcenbeai^ers ? I 
am glad to say I am myself a member of a Congregational 
Church that from its formation has thrown every ofBce open 
to women, who have proved themselves over many years as 
efficient and zealous as any of their men colleagues. Surely if 
we are right in our Free Church contention that every believer 
in Christ, regardless of sex, is a descendant of the Apostles, and 
is with every other believer responsible for the work which 
devolved from Christ upon the Apostles, and from them to 
every Christian, women have as hjgh a place in the Church 
as men, and to deny them that place is to be false to the very 
foundation principle of Free Churchism. 

A few years ago my husband and I spent some months in 
the United States, during which time we gave very earnest 
study to the methods by which Americans are trying to solve 
these same problems which make up the work of the Free 
Church Councils. Nothing impressed me more than the very 
large share, in many cases the predominating share^ which, 
women enjoyed in frank and full partnership with men. An 
American Temperance Society, Peace Society, Board of Educa- 
tion, a league for any sort of social betterment or development 
of moral and religious influences has its executive largely, com- 
posed of earnest women, whose counsels are respected, whose 
good sense and tact are helpful, and who invariably make jbheir 
influence felt in all its operations. In many of these problems 
the Americans are far ahead of this country. 

\ think we might draw a lesson from the children of this 
world who, in their generations, are often wiser than the 
children of light. The most powerful and influential politacal 
organisation in this country is the Primrose League, which 
was formed mainly for the purpose of bringing the influence 
of women to bear on the fortunes of one of the great political 
parties in the State. In that movement women are treated aa 
the equals of men, and rise to high office in its counsels. I 
do not hesitate to ascribe much of the success of ^Sub Conserva- 
tive party in recent years to the existence of this organisation, 
which at once compelled the Liberal party to recognise the 
value of woman's influence in politics. The Liberals, however, 
instead of wisely following the example of their opponents by 
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frankly and cordially welcoming women into their Ldberal 
Associations on equal terms with men, organised separate 
associations of women only. 

In politics, social enterprises, and religion alike men and 
women are most effective when they are working together on 
terms of equality with mutual confidence and respect. Though 
widely apart as the poles, the Society of Friends and the 
Primrose League owe their successes mainly, if not entirely, 
to their practical acceptance of this doctrine, and the Free 
Chtirch Councils will do well to adopt it. 

When, therefore, I am asked, " What is the place of women 
in Free Church Councils ? " I can only reply, " The same place 
exactly as that taken by men." When a Council approaches 
detail, no doubt it will be found that certain work can be best 
done by committees composed entirely of either sex separately, 
wMle other work is best in the hands of a mixed committee. 
For instance, what could be more useful in any centre of popu- 
lation than committees of Christian women to carry on Evan- 
gelistic work among domestic servants, especially among the 
poorer and meaner classes of them. There is no more awful 
and terrible problem facing the Church of Christ than that 
army of two hundred thousand fallen women who tramp the 
streets of our great cities, unheeded and uncared for by the 
Clmrch as a whole, and barely touched by a few Christlike 
women, who are willing to darken their whole lives for the 
sake of their fallen sisters, for whom Christ died as surely as 
for any of us. The charnel-houses which devour these poor 
lost souls would soon vanish before a persistent crusade of 
Christian women, backed by the moral, social, and religious 
force of the Free Churches. 

The Council urges on its local branches the systematic and 
effective visitation of every house in the district for evangelistic 
effort on the parochial system. It is little use looking to men 
for this most important work : it must be done by women or 
not at all. 

The Church has long learned to depend mainly on women 
for effective help in Temperance work, Sunday Schools, 
Christian Endeavour, tract distribution, the raising of mis- 
sionary funds, and a host of other details. Is it fair, when a 
great and powerful organisation has been formed by the Free 
Churches, whose enterprises have hitherto been largely in the 
hands of women, that they should not obtain on the executive 
of that organisation the fullest representation and recognition 
that can be given them ? 

I conclude as I began : The place of women in the Free 
Chnrch Councils is — Everywhere. Women and men, hand in 
hand in God's service, will conquer the world. Either without 
the other is doomed to hopeless failure. 
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Mrs. Louise B. Swann briefly touched upon the privileges 
which women enjoyed as members of the Society of Friends, 
and said that if this system were adopted in the Free Churches 
women would automatically come into their proper place. She 
thought that woman largely owed her discovery in many of the 
Churches to the chapel debt. She urged that there was no 
branch of work in which women could not ably take part, and 
declared that it would strengthen all the Churches if women 
were to take an equal part with men in all matters connected 
with the work. 

The afternoon Session then closed with the Benediction. 



THE SECRETARIES' CONFERENCE. 

A Conference of Secretaries of Free Church Councils was 
held at 5 o'clock in the Music Room of the Royal Pavilion. 
The attendance numbered about 300. Alderman J. E. Stafford 
(ex-Mayor of Brighton) provided tea and entertained the 
company. The Rev. THOMAS LAW, as General Secretary of 
the National Council, presided. The proceedings were private, 
but we may say that many matters of interest were discussed, 
chiefly relating to the Education Question, &c. The Con- 
ference was open and unrestricted, no programme of subjects 
or speakers being submitted. A vote of thanks to Alderman 
Stafford for his hospitality was passed. 
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THVBSDAY. 



MORNING SESSION. 

The Council reassembled at 9. After devotional exercises, 
conducted by the Rev. J. Tolef ree Parr, a sermon was preached 
by the Rev. John McNeill. 

ROYAL FAITH IN CHRIST'S POWER TO SAVE. 
By Rev. John McNeill. 

« And munediately he arosei took up the bed, and went forth before them all, 
insomnch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw it 
on this fashion." — Mabk ii. 12. 

First of all I am glad to read that they were surprised. We 
are sometimes apt to think that we have fallen upon a nil 
admirari generation. Our older friends are continually telling 
us what used to be when they were young, with the inference 
that the glory is departed, and that these are dull, still, and 
stagnant times. I don't want to quarrel with the old people. 
I am glad to hear that everything was so bright and beautiful 
when you were young. I have no doubt '* Bliss was it in that 
dawn to be alive, and to be young was very Heaven." The 
only thing I say is. Don't grow too old. I say. Be like the Bible, 
the grace of God, and the work of God, and grow old along 
with Him. "The best is yet to be, the last of life for which the 
first was made." I am glad to think that whatever you see 
here on this historic occasion to cause this universal ascription 
of praise, adoration, and glory, all the rich elements are 
permanent and abiding in the Church of Christ. The Lord 
Himself was the spring and the fountain of all the wonder, and 
He is with us still. We must never sink down to think that 
the best days are all behind the Church of Christ. Grand as 
things were in the past, and glorious things are said of thee, 
City of God, the grandest things are to come yet. The best 
preachers are yet to come — ^although there is no harm in some of 
us holding the field until they arrive. The best listeners are 
yet to come — and there is a great deal in the hearing. The 
gospel prosperity lies in the hearing. "Take heed how ye 
hear." And let t\b as preachers take heed what ye hea^r. T^^ 
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best listening, singing, praying, are all to come yet. Students 
of sense and reason as well as of the Scriptures, if the best 
promises are to be implemented, know that the best days are 
ahead and not behind. I should like to live another fifty years 
(though I know I won't), to see the things that are coming — 

** With mercj and with judgment the web of time he weaves, 
And that roaring loom is roaring on 
Most mightily with every dawning day." 

I am glad to find that these people could wonder. " They were 
all amazed and glorified God, saying. We never saw it on this 
fashion "—even in Israel. Think of the wonder, preachers of 
supernatural miraculous things, and then remember that they 
were in a dull, dreary, ditch-water time. Don't think that 
lapsing began with us. It is an old complaint. At the very 
time of our text, people no doubt were dwelling mournfully on 
the past. The older ones were saying, " What is religion 
coming to ?" They were complaining that Israel was deserting 
her God, neglecting His altars, forsaking the Temple, the 
Tabernacle, and the Synagogue ; and the sting of the complaint 
was in its truth. They were telling to the people what used to 
be, and they were mourning over the dreariness. It was a dull 
time. Many were forsaking the Word of God, the ordinances 
of God altogether, and amongst those who went there was a mere 
dreary formality. It had become a vast kind of social witness, 
a vast kind of political confusion and strife, and God's real 
genuine work seemed to be at a low ebb, and we should not 
wonder if the people harked back on the past, and to forget the 
dreariness of the present, dwelt on the glories that used to be. 
But suddenly, in the midst of all this, stept a prophet, '^ Yea, I 
say unto you, and more than a prophet," the last, the greatest, 
the best of them all. The wind that blows off the Hills of God 
went with Him wherever He went, that caller air, as it is called 
in Scotland ; and over the dreary, and the dull, and the fallen, 
and the blackslidden, and over everything that was in the 
Church, the social and domestic life, there was a ripple and a 
freshness, and the dull, grey fog that settles on everything 
churchy went to pieces for the moment, and men were com- 
pelled to see things in the light of Eternal God and Eternal 
Truth. The Lord give us the old days back again, for He is 
with us, and we can look for them and expect them. The one 
thing that we can be sure a.bout is that when things are at the 
blackest they will brighten, and when they have touched the 
bottom they will begin to rise, for the Lord is with us. The 
ever-living, the ever-loving, the ever-piresent Saviour, He is 
with you at Slocum-in-the-Marah, where there seems to be 
nothing but squire and parson or a combination of the two. 
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But yon and this Jeans are contemporaries in 81ocnm-in-the- 
Marsh. Then speedily let Him loose and don't tie His hands. 
Yon are in an overwhelming majority when the living Christ is 
with yon, and wonders may breaJc ont in Slocnm-in-the^ 
Marsh, beoanete yon are there, and this Jesus also, in the power 
of an endless life. Don't let ns hark back too mnch on the 
past, bnt thank Gtod for it. May the Lord prove Himself to be 
in our midst, and then men shall mb their eyes and shall say, 
*' We never saw it on this fashion." It is sometimes a little 
depressing to hear people say, " Ah, Mr. McNeill, I remember 
dear old Doctor So-and-So when he preached on that text." I 
tliink that we are jnst on the edge now when former things 
sliall not come into the mind. Now that is wonderment 
CTiIininating at the end. Bnt take the text back over the story 
to find some of those elements which justified this universal 
ascription and outburst at the close. 

TRiei first wonder was a great crowd of people gathered to a 

preacher. *** Ajidstraightway Tnany were gathered together, in- 

sonoEttch tbal^' th^re was no room to receive them, no, not so 

much astibont the doori tod He preached the Word unto them." 

There ii the first wonder, and afterwards, "wonder heaped on 

-woiide^V h^ad."' What was the ^cplanation of the wonder- 

xES&ii^ ? It was Jesus. Without Him we shall never be able to 

lift (Ourselves out of ditch-water dulness. We may as well try 

to lift ourselves by pulling at our boot-heads. It does not 

matt^ that you have a time-honoured orthodoxy. I am most 

rigorously orthodox, and sometimes I think " I, even I, only am 

left, and they seek my life to take it away." But with God's 

blessing I think we can survive. When the Lord is with us in 

power, that is the cure for formality, Laodiceanism, for the 

miserable statistics of non-church goers. I have been urged to 

use the language of to-day, and to say that Jesus Christ is the 

biggest draw yet* It was noised that He was in the house. 

They did not even appoint a committee. My blessing on 

combiittees. May the prayer be answered. They did not 

appoint a committee. It was noised. There was a sooch, like 

the sighing of the wind in the hedge on the summer's evening. 

The people rose arid ran and crowded into the courtyard to hear 

the very thing they were tired of hearing — ^preaching I There is 

no&ing so dull ds preaching when it is dull. I confess I have 

taken my share in that kind of preaching. It is a marvel that 

the people come out as well as they do. But thank God nothing 

is so all alive as preachihg when it is alive ; and here it was. 

The explanation of the crowd was not the miracle, for that did 

noft draw the crowd. The miracle was a kind of surprise. The 

crowd was gathered by Jesus at His best, arid that is not whep 

He is working miracles of heal^in^, but He is at His best in the 

po?wer of His preached Word. That was the Jesus they had, 
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and that was the explanation of the crowd, and the crushing, 
and the immediate change, and the overflowing tumnltnous 
interest. Lord give us that sign of Thy presence back again. 
And He will, for He is not exhausted. The grandest days are 
yet to come when we shall have Jesus in the power of His 
preached Word — that Word which magnifies Him above His 
Name, that Word is greater than a physical miracle that gave 
sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, cleansing to the leper. 
That Word raises the dead to walk in newness of life as much 
as Lazarus did. Even the enemies of Jesus testify thereto. 
Jesus at His best, glory to His Name is, as we have Him to-day, 
the risen Saviour, in the power of His Mighty Word. Oh, why 
are things so dull? Oh, why does Israel get discouraged? 
" Cry out and shout thou inhabitant of Zion ; for great is the 
Holy One of Israel, in the midst of thee." He deserves a 
shout. We don't see Him, because our eyes are holden. We 
only see too clearly the empty benches, and the dreary statistics, 
and the streets of our towns crowded with young life when all 
the churches are empty. God help us to see deeper, and to see 
still the Mighty One is in the midst of us. Let us cease to tie 
His hands through unbelief, or by harking back to the past 
times. Then in the midst of the wonder, there is another 
wonder. When the Lord is present you may expect wonders. 
When Christ is present in power, and not merely in name and 
form, then you will never know what will happen next. The 
thing that has become so still and stagnant, and almost con- 
temptible, suddenly wakes up. Preaching, and all that is 
connoted and denoted by the name, when Jesus casts off the 
bonds, suddenly wakes up in power, and compels the world, 
the Church, and the devil, to say, " Why ever could people say 
that the pulpit has lost its power, and that the gospel was an 
exploded nostrum ? " Moody used to say, in his sharp American 
way, " I often hear it said the gospel is dead. All I've got to 
say is, it is the liveliest corpse that ever I saw." How often its 
enemies have buried it, and have taken it to the grave to bury 
it and it was home before them I 

The next wonder is four men carrying a fifth to the preacher 
Is it not a wonder ? Even we never saw it like this, four men 
carrying a fifth to Jesus. You older people who came out of 
the ark with Noah, did you ever see it ? I have seen four 
carrying a fifth to a hospital or to a jail, but I don't think I 
have ever seen four carrying a fifth to a preacher. Believe me, 
when the Lord is present in power I don't care how dreary 
things have been up to then, the tide is rising and the darkness 
is lifting, and the revival is coming, and not only is coming, but 
is come. The pitiful thing is we are always on the edge of 
that. God help us over the edge into the blessing. Four men 
carrying a fifth — what is the explanation of that wonder ? 
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Well first, midst, and last, Je»as. '^ All glories to the Lord of 
hosts through whom all glories are.'* But on the human side— 
these four must have had a royal faith in JesuSy just what you 
mean when you say that you have faith in a man. They had 
a royal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that He could do every- 
tiling. They so believed in Him that they thought if they 
could only bring their palsied friend to Him it would be all 
ri^ht. Do I believe in Him that wa^ ? Don't we climb the 
pulpit sometimes with the heart of a hare or the heart of a 
hound in us ? Have we not a dreary, depressed, dejected, 
miserable feeling when we say, What is the good of it ? The 
Lord lift us out of that blasphemy ! The Lord give us that He 
gave to these four — a royal faith. Men might have said these 
four were deluded and carried away with fanaticism about 
Jesus. We have all that kind of thing to listen to. God help 
ns to have this big royal faith in Jesus that we can never 
exaggerate the saving power of Jesus. Whatever were the 
^wild thoughts of the four as they started out, when they got 
their friend to Jesus, the wildest dreams turned out to be less 
than the truth. The half was never told of Him. A woman 
slipped out of the crowd after a weary curriculum of a living 
death, and she thought, ^^ If I may but touch His clothes I shall 
be made whole." She said nothing to anybody. Her dearest 
friend might have discouraged her, and have said that she had 
an exaggerated idea of Christ's power, that she was carried 
aw^ay by excitement and hallucination. But she darned her 
way through the crowd and touched the tassel at the end of 
the fringe of His garment, and immediately, swifter than the 
lightning, she was healed, and her wildest notion was less than 
the truth about the power of Jesus. It seems impossible to 
exaggerate the saving, instantaneous healing power of Jesus 
Christ. Have we that big royal faith ? The Lord kindle it 
to-day, and add fresh fuel to the fire if it is burning low, for 
we lose everything if we lose that. If we lose heart we lose 
everything. If we lose heart then the pulpit loses power, 
though it never had any, for it is only an awkward invention 
of wood, and I am glad that I have escaped it to a large extent. 
The real reason for this wonder must have been that these 
four men loved that man. A committee won't do. Kid-gloved, 
smiling people won't do. Says one, " Won't you take a class in 
the Sunday School ? You belong to an influential family which 
should have a young lady in the Sunday School like you." That 
is what is called tact in our days. Eid-gloved daintiness and 
prettiness, and shop-walker's smiling, do not do this. There 
must be love to bend the backs. You will get no encourage- 
ment from the streets. Many a youth smiled and went by 
whistling and making fun at the four men carrying their 
friend. The courage of the four would have fled had they not 



i:S2 £iaff7ff NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 

had a big faith in Jesus and loved i^e man in need. I hear 
about the Enthusiasm for Humanity, written with a big E and 
a big H, but it is the weakest drivel that was ever drivelled. 
We want to get at the heart behind the mouth.. We must get 
rid of the committees, and the kid-gloved Atheism, and lay 
hold of those who live all about us. We work at the same 
bench, we sit at the same table, we sleep in the same bed with 
the lost, and we lift our heads and say, How are we to reach 
them ? There is no record of these four men having a weary 
conference how they were to reach this particular lapsed and 
collapsed man, but they carried him to Jesus. 

And then the disappointment. When they came to the door 
there was a great mob of people, and nobody wanted them. 
When there is a mob of people waiting to get in to hear the 
preacher they don't want you to be pushing. If four came 
with the burden, and all the audience were clinging to the 
preacher's lips, they would hate to be disturbed when listening- 
This, would be to the four another wet blanket. Th^y laid 
him down for a moment to lay their heads together to discovei! 
how they were to oveipcome the difficulties. If they were like 
some, the story would have stopped before it had begun, as the 
Irishman said. It would have been a story of failture that 
would have brought no glory to Christ and no blessing to the 
man. That would have increased the criticisms of the gain- 
sayers, and they were loud against Jesus and His mighty power, 
A stone wall could have been scaled ; but when they came to 
this living wall which turns round angrily and says, " Where are 
you shoving ? " how were they to get over it ? Like some people 
I know, they would have resigned. Some people whom I have 
known in Church work (ministers not excluded), are mighty 
strong in resignation ; but it is graceless resignation. Is there 
any little difficulty in the Sunday School ? "Mr. McNeill, I 
resign." Noble fellow I Is there any little difficulty in the 
choir ? " Mr, McNeill, I just resign.'' Noble again ! 1 You 
ought to have the Victoria Cross for executing strategic move* 
ment on the rear ! ! I We smile, but it is a heartless business, 
a shameful business. I resign, I resign. To whom did you 
resign ? Who took you on the job ? Was it not He ? Then 
Send your resignation to Him, and you won't send it. He does 
not accept it. There is to be no resignation to the last. Wheu 
on the deathbed you will still be praying with your latest 
breath, ** Thy Kingdom come," and you will never put your 
breath to a mightier use. I heard a Professor say a sarca^tio 
thing. He said, *^ Ours is a very swell West*End church. . We 
used to livse down in the City, but we have come out West and 
dropped the old church down in the City, and there. »re no 
slums and poor people about us. The fact is we are a company 
of retired Christians*" There are no such Christians. They 
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do not retire and resign, and they do not say, We have done our 
best and we can do no more. It was a blow ov«p the heart 
when yon thought you had got the drunkard and he reels past 
as drunk as ever. It was a sore blow over the breast, but you 
did not resign and give in. You got a drink from His bottle, 
a drink from Jesus, a refresher and a reviver from. Him, and 
you get at it again. Don't say that you have done your best. 
We shall do better than our best if iJie Lord is with us and we 
are working to bring the individual specimens to His feet. It 
is love we need, and not more learning. Not that I am against 
learning. In that matter I am a thorough-bred Presbyt^ian. 
In the matter. of learning, the Church of, England clergymen 
can take q& their hats when a Presbyterian comes round. I 
am not against learning and scholarship ; but we need more 
love. If we loved poor sinnears more then we riiould have 
more patience, more persistence, more of the stick-in and 
never give up until we have landed him in the Saviour's 
grip. I do womjer that so many of our commentators have 
joined the nil admirari crowd. They say, "The houses in 
the East were different to ours in the West. This house had 
a flat roof, and there is nothing to be wondered at here." 
You would think that people always came into the house 
through the roof or down the chimney. They were Orientals 
bom and bred who said, "We never saw it on this fashion 
before," glory to God I The Lord lift the nil admirari from 
the commentators as well as from the common people. If you 
have a fresh idea, hand it up and pass it on. A warm heart will 
mean an inventive head. More love is what we need. Then 
will come ingenuity and resourcefulness. I think I see my 
Master the preacher, and the audience. Listen, there was 
something unusual. They break up the roof and take off the 
tiles, so it was a fixture. It was wonderful and unusual. It 
was a new idea. They broke up the roof and let down their 
friend. I see Jesus the Master who took in the situation at a 
glance. If I had been there the thread of my discourse would 
have been broken. But Jesus is not impatient. This is what 
He is preaching always. The end of His preaching is this, 
getting the individual siiiner in all his lapsedness into His own 
great capacious heart. The Lord make that the end of my 
preaching, and Christ will work with me and crown me with 
success, and giving success after His own mighty heart. The 
palsied man on his bed they lower, lower, lower, until he is 
staretched at His feet. " Thank you, friends. He is all right 
now. He is in My hands." Oh, the hands of Jesus I Nothing 
will ever slip from them that is put into them. Work for 
that, and remember since that man was lowered literally into 
the hands of Jesus, they have the pricks of the nails that 
have been driven through them, and they have only roughened 
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them so that they grip all the tighter. " None can pluck them 
out of My hands." 

I have to stop in the middle of the wonder, but you know 
the rest. The greatest of all the wonders, the forgiving of his 
sins, and then the lifting of the body into new vigour so that 
he went forth before all, and immediately (for Mark who was 
there was the keenest-eyed reporter who ever attended a public 
meeting, and he was struck at the immediateness of the cure), 
immediately he arose and the people made a lane for him. 
This man cried, "Glory I" and another said, "Hallelujah!" and 
another, " Amen I " and " The ranks of Tuscany could scarce 
forbear to cheer." And the great "crowd" on earth and in 
heaven united in a great cry, "Glory to God, it was never 
seen like this in Israel." The Lord shall work amongst us 
and shall repeat His former mercies that we shall forget the 
former days in the tumultuous praise of the days that are 
upon us. 



THE NEW COMMITTEE. 

The Rev. THOMAS Law announced the result of the ballot 
for the election of members of the Committee (consisting of 
fifteen ministers and fifteen laymen), voting for which had 
taken place on the previous day : — 



Rev. C. F. Aked, D.D. 

„ F. W. Bourne. 

„ D. Brook, M.A., D.C.L. 

„ B. J. Campbell, M.A. 

,, J. Morgan Gibbon. 

„ Silas E. Hocking. 

„ J. Hirst HoUowell. 

„ G. S. Home, M.A. 

♦, Dr. Horton. 

,, J. D. Jones, M.A. 

„ J. H. Jowett, M.A. 

„ S. B. Lane. 

„ J. Soott Lidgett, M.A. 

„ F. B. Meyer, B.A. 

„ J. H. Shakespeare, M.A. 



Mrs. George Cadbory. 

„ W. S, Caine. 
Mr. Robert Bird, J.P. 

„ P. W. Bunting, M.A. 

„ D. Lloyd George, M.P. 
Dr. Rendel Harris. 
Mr. W. P. Hartiey, J.P. 
Dr. J. Massie. 
Prof. A. S. Peake, M.A. 
Mr. J. Oompton Rickett, M.P., D.L. 

„ David Shepherd. 

„ J. Bamford Slack, B.A. 

„ Albert Spicer, J.P. 

„ Aid. George White, M.P. 

„ Robert Whyte. 



The next business was a discussion on " The Free Churches 
and the Outside Masses," opened by the Rev. J. Brierley, B.A., 
and followed by a paper by the Rev. J. S. Banks, D.D. Dr. 
Banks not being able to be present, his paper was read by Rev. 
Enoch Salt. 
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THE FREE CHURCHES AND THE OUTSIDE MASSES. 

I. 

By the RBV. J. BHIBBLBT, B.A. 

(" J. B.," 0/ tU " Christian World.'*) 

Mr. Chairman, — I am in an evil case this morning. For 
an Englishman to follow a Scotchman is a serious bnsiness, and 
when the Englishman has only a thin voice, and he has to 
follow John McNeill, the case is desperate ; but I must do 
my best. Mr. McNeill poked some of his fun at our poor little 
Conference this morning, but for all that it means serious 
business. We have had discussions of immense importance 
in our previous sessions, but I would venture to say we are, 
in the matter before us, at the very pith and marrow of 
our business. This question of the Free Churches and the 
outside masses is a question of life and death, not simply for 
the Churches, but for the nation itself. I think we owe a 
great debt of gratitude to the Daily News of London for those 
statistics which have been published week by week. That 
census has been a revelation to us. It has made it impossible 
for us henceforth to live in a fool's paradise. We are now face 
to face with the fact that unless we speedily and radically alter 
our Church methods we shall, in a given space of time, as a 
nation, have ceased to be a worshipping people. I need not go 
at any length into those statistics ; I suppose the figures are 
as well known to you as to me. I would have you observe 
that they derive their significance from comparison. And I 
think now, whilst speakiag of indebtedness, we owe a great 
debt of obligation to Dr. Robertson NicoU, the distinguished 
editor of the British Weekly^ for instituting a census sixteen 
years ago which we can compare with the results of to-day. 
When we compare these results we discover the pass to which 
we have come. I might take out of many one typical list, 
that of a district of South London — Southwark. We find an 
enormous slump in Church attendance all around. A great 
number of the Anglican Churches have a diminution of one- 
half. A prominent Baptist Church has a diminution of nearly 
one-half. Perhaps the largest of the Wesleyan Churches has a 
diminution of nearly one-third, and the Metropolitan Taber- 
nacle, where Thomas Spurgeon is fighting so nobly, has a 
diminution of nearly two-thirds. Now, of course, we know 
all about the extenuating and explanatory circumstances. 
We know about the shifting population, about people moving 
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from the centre to the suburbs ; that many people are passing 
from the old central churches and are to be found in the 
new places of worship. That is to be taken for granted, 
but whatever explanation for the diminution has been urged, 
is there a man who is contented with the condition of things as 
they are ? With a population continually growing and expand- 
ing, the Churches are dropping into, the rear; and they will soon 
be out of sight altogether. But don't misunderstand me. I 
am not going to pose as a religious alarmist or pessimist. Far 
otherwise. I believe we are not here to toll the knell of a 
dying cause. We are here rather to organise Victory. I firmly 
believe that if we wake up and adopt the right methods the 
outside masses are to be won, and that speedily, and I have 
that conviction from observation in two different directions ; 
first inside, and second, outside the Church. First, as we look 
at what is going on inside the Church amongst the Christian 
people, who make, under God, the religious history of a 
generation, we see that there has been established a new 
religious certitude. I look back thirty years and I see a 
difference in the mental attitude to-day of the leaders of 
Christian thought as compared with the leaders of Christian 
thought thirty years ago. What was the attitude then ? One 
of alarm and uncertainty. We were afraid of three things. 
First, of science, with the doctrine of evolution ; second, of 
philosophy, with the prevailing materialism ; third, of Biblical 
criticism, with its revolutionary tendency as we thought. But 
where are we to-day ? The Church has swallowed evolution, 
and found it is not a penny the worse for the process. As for 
materialism, there is ilot a philosopher in England, in Europe, 
or in America, with a reputation to lose who would call himself 
a materialist. As a writer says, " The preamble of religion 
has been proved that man is a spiritual being in a spiritual 
universe." And then as to Biblical criticism. Well, I have 
given my days and nights to the study in England and on the 
Continent, and I say that solid Biblical criticism has been a 
new revelation to us, and has brought us just where the first 
disciples were about whom Mr. McNeill has been talking. 
Solid Biblical criticism has brought us into the immediate 
presence of Jesus, and it seems to me as though the glow 
and thrill which passed through the first disciples has passed 
through us, that vision of immortal beauty has again risen 
upon us. We realise with a new certainty that in tJie words 
and teaching of Jesus, we have the ultimate laws of the spiritual 
life, and that the whole secret of victorious living and dying is 
found in the possession of the mind that was in Christ. 

And what about the observations outside the Church ? 
Despite appearance to the contrary, there is amongst the 
outside masses a new and growing religious interest I find 
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it everywhere. You talk to th^ man in the street ; you read 
the newspaper, and it is full of religion. Even sporting papers 
get hold of it. I had one sporting paper sent me (I am not an 
habitual reader of them\ and in it there was an article by 
a gentleman who signs himself ^^ Merlin.^* He had written a 
previous article on the religious question, and the one ^ent to 
me. was a commentary on the. reception of it. He says, when 
writing on the ordinary topics — spqrt, drama, literature, or 
what not — ^he has an attentive constituency, but he discovers 
when he. writes on the subject of the inner life and human 
destiny his postbag is full of letters of eager appreciation and 
earnest inquiry. As. I read I was astonished, delighted, and 
ashamed. "What I" I said to myself; "is this the state of 
things, then, that while the people are outside the place of 
worship— avoiding them as if the plague were there — ^they are 
nevertheless so interested in religion that when some man talks 
in their own fashion to them on these central questions they are 
most eager to hear ? What a tragedy and blunder is this, if 
these people with their lifie problem and the Church lof, God 
with its answer shall, after all, never meet ? " 

The question here, then, is one of Church efficiency. Just 
as they say of John Bull and his commerce — ^he has an article 
of good and solid worth to offer, but he is a perfect child in 
getting it on the market. They say his travellers do not learn 
the languages of the peoples amongst whom they do business. 
They say he has got a ridiculous system of weights a^d measures 
which no one can comprehend. I don't know about John Bull 
and his commerce, but I am sure it is true about John Bull and 
his religion. The. Church has the best article to offer, but is a 
perfect fool at getting it on the market. I will indicate the 
way of a new departure. First of all, as covering the whole 
question^ it seems to me that definitely and for ever we should 
give up the worship of convention and take to the business of 
saving men. At a time when manufactories do not scruple to 
throw costly machinery to the scrap-heap if it is out of date, 
shall we go on doing things, holding our services in this and 
that way, because our fathers did so before us? That will 
never do. I am thankful to feel that the Churches are waking 
up ta this fact, and our Wesleyan brethren are taking a splendid 
1^ in the matter. I rejoice in those great mission centres, 
one of which Mr. Chadwick is leading so splendidly in Leeds 
(What a grand speech that was of his last night I), which are 
superseding the worn-out circuit system. Our Methodist 
brethren are showing us the way. I almost wish that, at lea^ 
in our contact with the outside masses, we could drop the word 
" church," which has got so churchy in its associations. Let us 
think of the church as a place where we have to do business 
for God and our fellow-men, and then let us put these places of 
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business where they are wanted, and built in the way they are 
wanted, and that will not always be in the Gothic style. Those 
astute people, the builders of music-halls and theatres, do not 
build in the Gothic I No. Gothic spells thirteenth-century 
Catholicism and sacerdotalism — ^that is its meaning. We want 
something for our own century, something that shall spell the 
boundless aspiration, the joy of living, the sense of immeasurable 
possibility, which belongs to the twentieth century. When we 
have got our place of business for Gk)d and humanity ; — in the 
services we hold there, in the classes, the institutions, the forms 
of recreation that grow around it, we must make it a thing that 
the working man shall realise as a home and a centre of living 
for him. We have got in our business to meet the publican on 
his own ground and give him points and a beating. We are to 
have in that home such an element of interest, an element so 
human, so social, so attractive, that the working man shall 
come to us rather than go to the gin palace. We are to meet 
the working man, the outsider, just where he is, and from that 
point open up for him ways that shall lead him to the topmost 
heights. 

I have one more word, and I exclude from it the Methodist 
brethren, because they don't need it. It is for you miserable 
Congregationalists and Baptists and Presbyterians ! You are, 
in one department at least, in the slough of a rotten system. 
You are to be delivered from the slavery of turning out three 
brand-new sermons per week. Find the man who will deliver 
you from this rotten system and make him your Moses. It is 
such a prodigious waste of time. They would not stand it in 
manufactories or in a newspaper office. You must get a little 
combination. Pool your interests, pool your Churches. If 
there are four Baptist Churches in a town, make one Church 
with four ministers, and then each minister can preach a 
sermon four times over. I venture to say that Mr. McNeill 
has preached that sermon we listened to just now four times 
over I The sermon will constantly improve in its progress. 
All manner of subtle spiritual distillations will come into it 
in its movement from the first to the fourth time of delivery. 
It is thus that we can save time to get at the people by going to 
visit them. You know it was in this way that Baxter won 
Kidderminster, as you can find out by reading the " Reformed 
Pastor." You say you have not time. Lord have mercy on 
you ! You take all the time to write the sermons. Where can 
you better get sermons than by visiting the people ? Sir 
Walter Scott, Dickens, and Thackeray got the material for their 
works by getting down to human nature. If they got their 
splendid works of fictipn by immediate contact with human 
nature and life, you are to get something better by inmiediate 
contact first of all with Jesus Christ and his gospel, and then 
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by coining down to the infinite varieties of human life and 
conditions. The doctor does not heal the people by talking 
about medicine, but by visiting and prescribing for the people 
individually. It is a poor business, that, you say, going down the 
mean street which looks so mean, the houses all alike ; but go 
into house after house and carry with you a sympathetic nature, 
and listen to the still, sad music of humanity, and you will 
find every life is a poem. Here are idylls, broad flashes of 
humour, here are comedies, here are biggest tragedies, and the 
man who goes down to the depths of human nature and listens 
to these stories of human life, and from these cottage homes 
goes to the place of secret prayer and lays before his Father in 
Heaven these great burdens of human sorrow, and sin, and 
sighing, and tears, and realises the boundless human aspiration 
and the boundless possibility, that man goes to the pulpit with 
a message the people will be glad to hear. Yes, brethren, let us 
get to this work. Let us get out and wake up and give over the 
worship of convention and get to the business. Let us realise 
that we are to-day at the parting of the ways, that the greatest 
cry for efficiency is in our own Church life and work ; let us go 
to this work with our minds full of a new, holy inventiveness, 
and with hearts fired with a Divine eternal passion of love for 
suffering man, and we shall by and by, instead of gathering 
together to talk about statistics of despair, be able to talk about 
the glorious evidences of the grandest spiritual revival witnessed 
since the days of Christ ! 



II. 

By Rev. J. S. Banks, D.D. 

Let us first notice several great advantages which the Free 
Churches enjoy in approaching the masses outside the Churches. 
The first is the full recognition in Nonconformity of the laity 
in Church life and work. I say " full " recognition. It is not 
matter of grace, but of right. The laity are an integral part of 
the Church. Both in financial and spiritual work their position 
is more co-ordinate than subordinate. The difference between 
them and the minister is more one of function than of order 
or class. Their rights are part of the common law. They are 
entrusted with preaching and pastoral duty, as well as with 
secular work. This frank and cheerful recognition of the 
layman's place in the Church is difficult, if not impossible, 
in Church systems founded on the principle of authority ; it is 
only possible on the principle of freedom, such as is f oiind at 
work in the Book of the Acts. Nonconformity has always 

10 
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stood on this recognition of the rights of the Christian 
commonalty. 

Another element of strength is the prominence given to the 
preaching of the Word. Rite and ceremony, even when viewed 
as symbols of truth and channels of grace, appeal primarily to 
the sensuous in human nature. Preaching appeals to reason, 
conscience, affection, will. It treats man as rational and moral, 
not as physical, — ^as a man, not as a child, — ^as a freeman, not as 
a slave. Preaching is thus free to avail itself of all the influence 
which cultivated speech has always exerted in the world. The 
place given to preaching is often indeed disparaged as unduly 
exalting man and turning worship into tadk. But the true 
Protestant conception is that the Divine Word speaks, argues, 
pleads through the preacher, who is merely the mouthpiece, 
the prophet of the Most High. The prophet, not the cere- 
monial priest, is his prototype. Preaching is not a carnal, but 
a moral and spiritual weapon. The message is first, the 
messenger second. 

Another great advantage is our spiritual conception of 
religion and Church life. We are as far removed as possible 
from the material and formal. Christ's kingdom is not of 
this world, and therefore should not remind us of earthly king- 
doms. The spiritual mind ranks high in Nonconformist 
thought. Nonconformity arose as a protest against doctrines 
and practices which put convention and law' before spiritual 
faith and life, i.e., put means for ends. It stands for direct, 
face to face intercourse between man and God. On this 
account it is often reproached with exaggerated individualism. 
But when Nonconformity arose, it was time that a protest 
should be made. Salvation en masses by incorporation in a 
community, instead of by personal surrender to Gk)d, is a 
standing menace to spiritual religion. 

If these principles are among our soturces of strength it 
behoves us to keep them always in front. Never let them 
be obscured or forgotten. 

In order to succeed in winning the masses to God a right 
initial standpoint is of greater importance than the question of 
method. That standpoint, I venture to think, is the constant 
recognition of the missionary character of the Church as much 
at home as abroad. I do not overlook the importance of 
internal edification, the building up of saintly personal 
character. Still the Church's main work is aggression. It 
has to leave the ninety and nine in the fold and go after the 
one lost sheep. Unfortunately the one lost sheep stands to-day 
for masses. We must go for them and go to them in missionary 
sympathy and toil. Through us Jesus Christ is to seek and to 
save the lost, our lost countrymen. We need more than 
special evangelists of fire and force, we need that all Christians, 



preachers and people, should put aggressive eyangelism in the 
front line of our work. This is not work for a few, but for 
the whole Church. The entire Church, under Gk)d, is equal to 
the tremendous task, but nothing else is. I thankfully a<^ow- 
ledge that the Church in all its branches is more awake to this 
duty than it ever was before. But in many places indifference, 
as a strong man armed, keeps his goods in peace. The Church 
is held to exist for itself instead of for others. This spirit of 
slumber must be got rid of, the universal Church must be 
awakened and kept awake. The ordinary minister must be a 
missionary. Secure this initial condition, and the question of 
method will answer itself. 

The experience of the past shows that the main power of 
evangelism lies in the central truths of Christianity. The 
revival of the Reformation of the eighteenth century, and every 
other revival, were effected by the preaching of these truths in a 
way which made them equivalei^t to a new revelation. A great 
revival of religious life is never the work of the preachers — 
Luthers, Wesleys, Whitfields, Moodys, Drummonds, Spurgeons 
— ^but of the great spiritual ideas which find a voice in them. 
There is no evidence that these truths have lost their spell. 
They need to be stated in new forms, but in themselves they 
are as unchanged as the moral needs which they meet. 

At the same time while the substance of the gospel remains 
the same, the way in which its claims are presented is deter- 
mined in part by the spirit of the age. Two marked charac- 
teristics of our age need to be taken into account by the 
apologist and evangelist. One is the demand for the proof of 
experience, the other the ethical spirit of the times. On both 
grounds Christianity has a strong case. Experience both of 
the individual and the community abundantly confirms other 
arguments from history and philosophy. It is noteworthy 
that schools of thought among us rest the whole case of religion 
on the testimony of experience. In the course of centuries 
Christianity has been put to every possible sort of test, with 
results which are obvious to all. A long cloud of witnesses 
attest its truth and undecaying power. 

The argument for Christianity on ethical grounds has never 
had full justice done to ifc. Ethics, it is often said, is the weak 
side of evangelical teaching. Even if it is so, it is scarcely the 
weak side of evangelical practice. Moral reform always follows 
in the wake of religious revival. The life of entire neighbour- 
hoods and classes has been transformed by great spiritual 
awakenings. Moralists have theorised about ethical revival, 
religion has accomplished it. Christian ethics has no need to 
fear comparison with philosophical morals. It springs from 
motives, and presents issues far higher and richer than a 
morality of expediency and utility can show. This subject 
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still waits for adequate exposition. Meantime the ethical 
history of Christianity supplies arguments of the greatest 
value in popular advocacy. The multitude will readily respond 
to reasons drawn from character and life. Christian biography, 
Church history, the reform of law, of national manners and 
usage, the raising of moral tone everywhere, will supply rich 
material. 

Public questions, affecting the moral life of the nation, such 
as temperance, purity, education, the housing of the poor, take 
a far more prominent place than formerly. The remarkable 
advance in public opinion on all these subjects is due in large 
measure to Christian influence ; and it is of high importance 
that the Church should continue to lead public opinion. I 
have little doubt that the greater respect in which religion is 
held in our day is owing to the sympathy of Christian men 
with questions so deeply affecting the public welfare. We 
cannot afford to be indifferent. Silence is sinful. In season 
and out of season we must denounce sins that eat away the 
life of the nation. We must refuse to be deterred by the charge 
of political action from doing our duty as Christian citizens. 
The business of the Church is to educate the conscience and 
so conserve the life of the nation. 

I will mention, without lingering on, one or two points of 
method. While the services of special evangelists are of the 
highest value, the minister should as a rule be his own 
evangelist. The people will often rally best round their own 
pastor acting as missioner. Such special missions, while not 
frequent, help to bring to a point impressions that have been 
long forming under the regular ministry of the Word. — Open- 
air preaching needs to be carried on with more system and 
thoroughness. It has the highest sanction in the Gospels. The 
part it has played in the Church is well known. To be 
successful it requires the best talent the Church can give to it. 
For weak hands it is worse than useless. — Among the working 
classes the policy of free seats is the right one. Even in the 
case of settled Christian congregations, the opposite method, 
although often necessary, makes against the equality which 
should prevail in God's house ; but it must be a serious 
hindrance where strangers have to be won to attendance at 
worship. 

There is no more hopeful sign than the revival of the 
Evangelistic spirit in our days. Every Church has caught it. 
The great City Missions are only more conspicuous instances 
of a universal fact. Every Church aspires to be its own 
Salvation Army. Here lies our hope for Christianity and the 
nation. The salt has not lost its savour, the light is not hidden 
under a bushel, the leaven of goodness is working against the 
Bins that bring destruction on nations. 
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The next business was a paper on — 

ARE WE LOSING OUR YOUNG MEN ? 
By Rev. W. J. Dawson. 

My only competence to speak on this question is derived 
from three sources : that I have devoted, in common with 
many other ministers, a very considerable portion of my public 
ministry to the service of young men ; that I have written 
books especially addressed to them ; and that for more than 
twelve years I have received, month by month, a very large 
number of letters from young men in every quarter of the 
globe. In this monthly correspondence the most marked and 
common feature has been the discussion of intellectual diffi- 
culties in the way of Christian belief and of social ethics. From 
these thousands of correspondents I have been able to judge 
in some degree of how the young men of our day regard life, 
what are the problems they find most difficult, in what respect 
they most need help and guidance, and how far they are able 
or willing to regard the Church as friendly to them. 

Before asking the question whether the Churches are losing 
their hold on young men there is another question to be put : 
Has the Church ever had any real hold on young men ? The 
recent census of Church attendance in London gives a pro- 
foundly discouraging reply to this question. So far as the 
Free Churches are concerned the proportion of men attending 
public worship is relatively large ; but any optimism that 
might be derived from such a fact is at once rebuked by the 
revelation of how slight a hold the Church as a whole has on 
the metropolis. In my own borough of London, where the 
average of Church attendance is by no means the worst, the 
total of worshippers stands at 70,000, against a quarter of a 
million non-worshippers. The sooner that we get rid of the 
delusion that London is a Christian city the better. The plain 
fact is that it is a pagan city with only a moderate leaven of 
Christianity at work in it. And it is slipping back deeper into 
paganism with every decade. The general trend of life in 
great cities is more and more toward freedom from social 
restraint, materialistic aims, the passion for pleasure, the 
covetousness of wealth, and a general callousness to the finer 
spirit of life and the nobler kinds of idealism. Young men 
i]iaturally suffer most from these tendencies, because the mind 
of youth presents a very sensitive surface to the influences of 
the time. But this very sensitiveness of youth makes the work 
of the Church among young men easy, if the Church can only 
bring itself into touch with them ; for youth is quite as sensi- 
tive to the good influences of a time as the evil. 
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The problem is first of all within the Church itself ; does 
the Church keep its own young men, the youth of its own 
families, who have grown up under its own ministrations ? 
In a great number of cases, No. There is nothing more 
common, and certainly nothing more distressing to a minister, 
than to find how apt the chilch'en of the most useful members 
of the Church are to drift away from the influences of the 
Church. Some attend the church with a kind of sullen 
acquiescence ; others rather out of respect to the wishes of 
their parents than from any active interest of their own ; and 
when from any cause they find themselves able to follow their 
own desires their attendance at public worship ceases altogether. 
For this state of things several reasons may be assigned, such 
as the following : First, the failure of the Sunday School. 
The Sunday School should be the Church of the Young, in 
which they are trained in religious knowledge and fitted for 
religious service. But the average Sunday-school teacher is 
but poorly equipped for his work. He is less competent to 
give Bible instruction than the Board School teacher ; he is 
not at pains to master his subjects ; he is seldom a student ; 
and with the more recent problems of religious truth he has 
no acquaintance. It is quite obvious that under these circum- 
stances the Simday School cannot attract or influence the best 
life of the Churches, and a most valuable means of initiation 
into Church life is thus wasted. A second reason often alleged 
is the order of worship in the Free Churches. In an age when 
art and music have profoundly affected society to a degree 
unknown in any previous period of our history, it is scarcely 
surprising to find that young people of culture feel the 
deficiency of an order of worship which is bald and trite — 
a service which may have the spirit of holiness, but has none 
of the beauty of holiness. The historian of the future will 
probably describe the twentieth century as the period of 
English Renaissance, when the sense of beauty was greatly 
quickened among the whole people ; and in such a period it 
is not surprising to find that an ill-rendered, slovenly service, 
destitute of all human grace, is repellent to the young, who 
have unconsciously absorbed the spirit of this Renaissance in a 
degree little suspected by their elders. 

A third reason lies with the pulpit itself. It is a common 
complaint among thoughtful young men that ministers will 
not discuss honestly the real problems of religion which are 
eagerly debated elsewhere in books and reviews. A young 
man gets some hasty and probably erroneous smattering 
of ideas about the Higher Criticism, and would be thankful iS 
his minister would guide him in his perplexities ; but when 
he finds that not a word is said from the pulpit on themes 
which seem to- him vitally important, or if anything is said 
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it is a timid or contemptuous reference only to such themes, 
he naturally feels that there is little to be gained by him in 
going to church. A fourth reason is that many Churches are 
very poorly equipped for social service. Now, if there is one 
thing more than another that really attracts a young man of 
ardent temperament to a Church, it is the opportunity it offers 
him of doing good. In active philanthropic work among the 
poor he recognises a duty and a crusade ; and he probably 
prefers a religion founded on charity to one founded on dogma. 
But in many cases a Church seems only to exist for the grati- 
fication of its own adherents ; it is a select club dedicated to 
spiritual culture ; its contributions are devoted to its own 
comfort ; and hence it seems to a youth of ardent temperament 
that such a Church is but a decorative institution, and a bur- 
lesque of what a Church, founded on the social example of 
Jesus Christ, should be. 

These four reasons do not cover the ground of the alleged 
alienation of the youth of the Churches from the Church, but 
they may at least serve to indicate it. As regards the first 
reason, very much may be done to improve the Sunday School, 
and the Young Men's Bible Class may become, in the right 
hands, a most valuable means of atoning for its deficiencies. 
As regards the second reason, while I do not argue for a more 
ritual form of worship in the Free Churchee, yet I would 
express my most earnest conviction that it is our duty to do 
the utmost that we can to make our form of worship beautiful 
and attractive. There is no inherent reason why ecclesiastical 
freedom should be associated with aesthetic ugliness ; it would 
be as reasonable to argue that because Christ was born in a 
stable we ought to worship Him in a barn. It is a religious 
duty to use the highest forms of music in the service of the 
Church, and there is no reason why the worship of God should 
not be both simple and beautiful, an aid to the spiritual nature, 
and not an offence to the aesthetic sensitiveness. As regards 
the third reason, the need for greater honesty and freedom in 
the pulpit treatment of the great problems of Christian truth, 
I trust that this is something upon which we may all agree. 
We have nothing to lose, and everything to gain by a fearless 
adherence to truth. As a rule it will be found that the 
ministers who most boldly discuss the central problems of 
Christianity wield the most influence over young men. The 
Higher Criticism has not weakened the authority of the Bible ; 
but it has made the Bible infinitely more intelligible and 
attractive. But even if it be granted that many problems 
raised by the Higher Criticism are not suitable for pulpit 
discussioh, very much can be done by a competent minister in 
special Bible-class instruction. I was recently the guest of a 
Presbyterian minister in Brussels, who made it his practice to 
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hold a weekly Bible Class of young people, in which all the 
results of the most recent Bible scholarship were honestly 
discussed, and he told me that he found that nothing but good 
had been the result. Might not many young men in the 
Churches, who have a much deeper interest in Christian truth 
than they acknowledge, and whose sole source of alienation 
from public worship is the triteness of the usual pulpit minis- 
trations, be greatly attracted and helped by such a Bible Class 
as this ? As regards the fourth reason, religious questions are 
so inextricably inwoven with social questions, that the Church, 
which is doing nothing for the poor scarcely has the right to 
exist at all. It is an active propaganda of Christian service 
which is most likely to arouse the enthusiasm of youth. The 
smug, easy, comfortable, selfish Church, which has no relations 
with the poor, does not deserve to be called a Church, and one 
sometimes is made painfully aware that there is much more of 
the spirit of altruism amongst men of the world than in these 
little eclectic communities which disgrace the spirit of Christ 
by their social exclusiveness. The first work of every Church 
is to mobilise its forces for social service, and if we cannot 
Christianise our secular socialism, we can at all events socialise 
our Christianity. Let this be done, and let the other causes of 
offence to which I have alluded be removed, and there is little 
doubt that the young men of our own Churches would be as 
much attracted by the Church as they are now alienated. 

But there still remains the much larger problem of the mass 
of young men outside the Churches, whom we have not lost, 
because we have never gained them. What reasons can be 
alleged for the total indifference to religion of this vast 
multitude ? Here also I would suggest four outstanding 
reasons. The first is the love of pleasure. The enormous 
growth of recent years of theatres and music-halls in our great 
cities is significant of this. The second is the debilitating effect 
upon the mind of that Tit-bitty sort of journalism which 
appears to possess the secret of unbounded popularity. The 
mind used to this sort of fare, soon becomes incapable of the 
least consecutive or strenuous thought. Hence any kind of 
religious teaching, unless it is expressed in the most sensational 
form, is found unspeakably tedious. Let any one who travels 
by trains much used by city clerks observe what they read, and 
he will soon discover that the papers which they most eagerly 
peruse are the most worthless trash, and often that kind of 
trash which skirts the borders of indecency, and wallows 
unabashed in the mud of vulgarity. 

The third is the materialism of thought, also partly due to 
the press. A youth cannot be perpetually reading of the doings 
of millionaires without absorbing the Gospel of Mammon. He 
ppmes to think th^t the n^akjpg of moj^ey |p th^ gupreipe ^ina 
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of life, and those loftier ideals of life, taught by the greatest 
thinkers of the race — the life of high thinking and simple 
living ; the life spent in search of truth rather than of riches ; 
the life devoted to human service rather than personal fame or 
comfort — ^these noble ideals are not perceived by him, or if 
they are, are only perceived to be scorned and derided. And a 
fourth reason is the conditions of life in a great commercial 
community. Life is an incessant rush and drive for the youth 
who has his way to make. He is the drudge of Mammon and 
has little incentive to serve (Jod. And to this may be added 
something else which one is reluctant to say, yet it must be 
said : it is that Christian employers often carry surprisingly 
little of their Christianity into their business life. .A^n and 
again young men have spoken to me with great bitterness on 
this subject, and have alleged that some of the City firms, 
whose heads are most conspicuously identified with Christian 
philanthropies, are the firms where young men are treated most 
unsympatheticiEdly, often with injustice, often with meanness, 
and often with the harshest spirit of commercial avarice. I do 
not venture to discuss the question whether, upon the whole, the 
business morality of Christian men is less lofty than the morality 
of worldly men ; but it is quite certain that great numbers of 
young men would much rather serve under employers who 
make no profession of religion, than under employers whose 
names are well known in the Christian world ; and even if 
there be but a considerable element of truth in the accusations 
which they make, it is obvious that young men have no great 
cause to love the Church or to be attracted by it. 

The problem of how to gain even the ear of this mass of 
young men is the gravest problem of our time. It is practically 
the problem of whether or no our cities are to become pagan. 
And it is a problem on which it is most difficult to offer any 
helpful suggestions. Nevertheless there are some quite obvious 
things that may be done. We must increasingly endeavour to 
make our Churches the club-houses of young men. Pleasure 
young men will have ; let the Church endeavour to provide 
reasonable forms of pleasure. The young man often flies to 
base forms of pleasure because the nobler forms of pleasure are 
not offered him. But let a Church have its gymnasiums, its 
reading- and club-rooms, its societies of culture and recreation, 
its associations for the cultivation of literature and science, and 
let them be governed in no grandmotherly spirit of irksome 
supervision, and young men will soon be attracted by them. 
The question of reading is more difficult, but it resolves itself 
into the effort to displace evil by good. The Church should be 
closely identified with all the best forms of culture, and if it 
can quicken and foster the intellectual interests of young men 
the poorer forms of journalism will soon lose their charm. 
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The remedy for the materialisation of thought lies in the 
same direction. The Church is directly called upon by all 
its traditions to expound and foster all noble ideals of life, to 
teach unworldliness, to inculcate simplicity of life, to oppose 
foolish luxury, and to make men feel that a man's life consists 
not of the abundance of the things which he possesses. But 
this can never be done by public teaching only ; it must be 
done by example. The purse-proud, greedy, financially-minded 
member of a Church is the greatest obstacle to Christianity. 
He often succeeds in poisoning the entire life of a Church by 
making financial success appear of more importance than 
spiritual success. As to the world of business in which the 
nominal Christian moves, it is alarming that so few employers 
recognise the truth that the administration of a great business 
house offers a much wider field of Christian ministry than even 
the most popular pulpit. Here it is possible to get at close 
quarters with young men. Here the direct influence of a truly 
Christian example may be exercised with the greatest potency. 
The youth who is made to feel in his daily contact with his 
employer that Christianity does enforce and maintain a much 
higher ideal of honesty, kindness, and consideration than is 
common among men of the world, has the strongest possible 
incentive to an interest in religion ; but it is little wonder, 
when he finds that the reverse is the case, that he votes 
Christianity a sham and looks upon Churches as the temples 
of hypocrisy and falsehood. 

My conclusion after twenty-five years' ministry, which 
has been largely addressed to young men, both through the 
pulpit and the press, is that young men are not naturally- 
hostile to the Churches, or averse to Christianity. They are 
easy to win if we go the right way to work. They are 
lonely, especially in great cities, and set a high value on 
ynere friendliness ; they are often perplexed in thought, and 
turn eagerly to any true teacher ; they are exposed to great 
temptations, and are profoundly grateful for an^ social help 
which gives them anchorage and defence. They can be won 
for Christ, and they must be won, unless we are prepared 
to see the Church sink in the next generation into a mere 
eclectic cult, without evangelistic force or national signifi- 
cance. No Christian man can contemplate a disaster so 
immense with equanimity ; but if it is to be avoided, the 
Churches must revise their methods, must be infected with 
a new and real enthusiasm, must assimilate the new social 
spirit which is abroad, must adapt themselves to the needs 
of the time, from their present incompetence learning the 
wisdom of a new efficiency, from their confessed defeat 
coining new victory, and on the stepping-stones of their dead 
past rising in renewed life to accept the burden and inherit 
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the glory of the- New Future which awaits them. The immense 
army of youth — ^perpetually reinforced from the best blood of 
our race, agitated by a thousand wild ambitions, vexed by 
doubts, misled by foolish desires, and often lost to good 
through lack of wise leadership — ^needs a spiritual Captain, and 
it will be the fault of the Christian Churches, if that Captain is 
not Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Gipsy Smith said that they had only to win the confi- 
dence of the man in the street and they would get him into the 
Church ; that was what they had to learn to do. Largely the 
fault of his not going to church was in the Church itself. 
There had grown up in the mind of the man in the street the 
idea that the Church was not for him, that it was a close cor- 
poration. If even a minister went to a suburban church, would 
he take a seat unless invited ? He would not ; and it was the 
same with the man in the street. If methods did not succeed in 
business they were changed, but often this was not so in the 
churches, and if men conducted their businesses as many 
religious organisations were conducted, they would be bankrupt 
in twelve months. 

TJie Rev. G. HOOPER said that the masses who did not go to 
the churches were, to a great extent, those who had been in 
the Sunday Schools, and who had not been suflRciently im- 
pressed by the Churches with the importance of religion. One 
of the reasons why the people of to-day did not go to the 
churches was that home religion was neglected. If they 
wanted to get the people they must get the homes of the 
people. 

The Rev. E. GRIFFITH JONES said he had preached a sermon 
in his church on the religious census now being carried on, and 
had asked his people to send him as many personal testimonies 
as possible from persons who did not attend religious worship. 
One of the statements most commonly made was that the 
ministry was inefficient, and that when they did go, the service 
did not attract them. He could not say whether these state- 
ments were true, but they were made by persons who did not 
go to churches. If the ministry was inefficient it was largely 
the fault of the occupants of the pew ; there was no form of 
commercialism so degraded as the commercialism of Christian 
people who thought the ministry was not good enough for their 
best boys. 

The Rev, Jos. Odell held that it was the man behind the 
method that was the important thing. If they would convert 
men, they must not only be converted, but be consecrated. 
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Mr. J. Hbpworth, speaking as a master for the past thirty 
years, protested that the masters had taken all the interest they 
possibly could in the workpeople. He urged that ministers 
should take interest in young men. 

Mr. Evan Spicbr, J.P., said that to a large extent the 
Churches had made the man in the street. He had been in 
their Sunday Schools, but they had driven the Sunday Schools 
out of the Church into separate services, so that when children 
became too old to go to Sunday School they had never taught 
them to come into the Church. The noise of the children had 
been too much for them. They must, however, bring the 
children into the Church ; they must find room for them there 
and train them to come, and as they got older they would fall 
into the custom of coming. He urged them to have done with 
pessimism and have some hope. 

The Rev. Thos. Phillips said they wanted more meetings 
for the deepening of the Christian life and the strengthening of 
spiritual manhood — ^more Keswicks, but Keswicks Cliffordised. 

Mr. George Morgan, M.A., appealed to his fellow Church 
members to support a minister, if they had a minister who 
would take the advice given them by Mr. Brierley, and intro- 
duce any kind of new principle into his Church. In matters 
theological and doctrine, the cry was to be up-to-date. 

THE LATE REV. W. J. WOODS. 

At this stage the Rev. THOMAS Law said he had an announce- 
ment to make which caused him the greatest possible sorrow. 
They 'had seemed for some time to be travelling in deep 
shadows, and he was exceedingly sorry to say that there was 
another loss to record. He had just received a telegram 
announcing that the Rev. W. J. Woods, the Secretary of the 
Congregational Union, who was taken seriously ill the previous 
day, had passed away. He could not trust himself to speak, 
but others would say a few words. He had known Mr. Woods 
as an intimate friend for many years ; and the more he knew 
of him and the longer he knew him the more he loved him. 

Dr. TOWNSBND said he had known Mr. Woods since he was 
a boy, and had the greatest respect and esteem for him. He 
felt the matter was too sacred and too solemn to say anything 
further, but he would move the following resolution with the 
deepest possible sorrow : — 

*'This National Conncil of Evangelical Free Churches hears, with deep 
regret, of the death of the Bev. W. J. Woods, B.A., Secretary of the CJongre- 
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gational Union of England and Wales. It desires to express its sincere 
sympathy with the sorrowing family and with the Congregational Union, 
whidi has lost one who formerly in its'pastorate, and later in its Secretariat, 
rendered faithfnl, devoted, and valuable service." 

Dr. Townsend added that he endorsed that resolution with all 
his heart. 

The Rev. J. H. Shakespbarb, in seconding, said he repre- 
sented the sorrow of a sister denomination, and also a personal 
sorrow. Though they had seen shadows gathering around Mr. 
Woods for some time, they had hoped that after his retirement 
there were many years of happiness and usefulness before him. 
He (the speaker) was brought into constant and close connection 
with him, and he knew him to be a man who gave his very- 
best to the work to which he had been called. 

The resolution was passed in silence, all rising. 



THE NEW LICENSING ACT. 

The Rev. W. Rbdfbrn (President of the United Methodist 
Free Church) moved the following resolution :— 

"This Ck)uncil views with satisfaction the action of the Government in 
passing the Licensing Act, 1902. It trusts that the placing of the retail off- 
Ucenses under the control of the licensing authorities will lead to the partial if 
not entire refusal of applications for new grants of this class of license, which is 
the cause of much intemperance, especially amongst women. It regards the 
registration of drinking clubs as an opportunity for bringing more fully into 
public notice a source of intemperance that has hitherto been almost beyond 
control. This Council urges the members of the local Councils to put forth 
every effort to intelligently organise and secure the proper enforcement of the 
Aci It, moreover, expresses its sincere gratification at the recent action of 
licensing magistrates in various parts of tne country in reducing the number 
of licenses, and, in view of the fact that almost everywhere these are still largely 
in excess of reasonable demands, it hopes this wise and humane policy wiU be 
continued." 

This resolution, he thought, followed as a suitable addendum to 
the interesting discussion in which they had been engaged. The 
religious and social questions of the hour were very complex, 
and struck their roots very deep, but he was sure that one cause 
of the decline in the attendance at public worship was to be 
found in the drinking habits of the country, and if when 
another religious census was taken there could also be a census 
of the number of people seen to enter a public-house, he fancied 
it would be found that the worshippers of Bacchus could claim 
a substantial majority over the worshippers of Almighty God. 
If they could close their public-houses from eight o'clock on the 
SaturcUiy evening till eight o'clock on the Monday morning the 
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whole prospects and outlook of religion in England woxdd be 
altogether transformed, and he held that the present moment, 
when the public conscience was awakened to the evils of intem- 
perance, was exactly the time when, so far from relaxing their 
energies, they ought to work with both hands for the passing of 
a Bill for Sunday closing. He had sometimes asked himself, 
with reference to this Licensing Act, how it had come to pass 
that a Government, so deeply comihitted to the drink trade, 
should have passed such a measure at all, but he thought the 
true explanation was that it was compelled to do so by the 
public conscience. He expected very little that was good from 
the Tory party. He knew there were good temperance men on 
that side of the House, and he did not grudge the fullest 
recognition to the services of Mr. C. T. Ritchie, who piloted 
the Bill through the House. He also acknowledged the magni- 
ficent services rendered by Lord Peel on the Royal Licensing 
Commission, whose Minority Report had exercised such a 
powerful influence on right-minded men on all sides of 
political life. But long before that Report was issued there had 
been going on a slow training of public opinion, and they now 
saw that the temperance teaching of the last thirty years had 
been after all not so much idle breath. There was sdso another 
fact. When the large brewery firms were turned into limited 
liability companies, and the public-houses were made what they 
called tied houses, there was an uneasy feeling created that the 
drink trade was rapidly becoming a huge tyrannical and un- 
manageable monopoly, and that, to use Lord Rosebery's phrase, 
if the nation did not throttle it it would throttle the nation ; 
personally he believed the trade had overreached itself. They 
were all acquainted with the provisions of the Bill, but he 
should like to lay stress upon one fact which was to be found 
in the forefront of it, and it was this : that for the first time in 
their history drunkenness was branded as a crime. Drinking 
clubs were brought under the more effective control of the 
people. Then, too, the Bill was on the side of womanhood. It 
protected the wife from the hopeless drunkard, and, on the 
other hand, the provision with regard to grocers' licenses placed 
checks on these women who were themselves forming habits of 
drunkenness. The resolution he was moving specified two 
duties : One was the enforcement of the Act, and the other 
was the reduction of licenses. With regard to the enforce- 
ment of the Act he was sure the magistrates could do very 
much to reform the nation if they would only exercise their 
present powers, and they might call the attention of the magis- 
trates to the necessity of abolishing side doors which provided 
facilities for secret and sly drinking. They could also ask the 
magistrates to abolish singing-rooms, as they had already done 
in several towns, and the magistrates might further do well to 
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follow the example of the Glasgow magistrates with reference 
to the employment of barmaids. 

With regard to the reduction of licenses Lord Peel said in the 
Minority Report that the maximum proportion ought to be one 
public-house for every 400 people, and if that modest proposal 
were only carried into effect in all the provincial boroughs 
outside London, there woxdd at once be a reduction of 22,000 
licenses. The magistrates, in carrying out their present policy 
of reducing licenses, must not be allowed to make any bargain 
with the brewers. The brewers must not assume that they 
had the right to retain their licenses, or assume that they had 
any right to compensation. He believed in local option him- 
self, and he rejoiced in this measure because it brought local 
option nearer. Now that all the rubbish about people not being 
made sober by Act of Parliament and about not interfering 
i0vith the liberty of the subject had been so summarily swept 
away by this present Act, he held that the time was come when 
the i)ower of dealing with the drink traffic shoxdd be placed 
once for all in the hands of the people. 

Mr. George Toulmin, M.P., seconded the motion. He 
pointed out that the Act, although containing a number of 
useful and valuable features, was chiefly punitive and palliative 
in its character rather than curative of the individual. It was 
a good Act, so far as it went ; but it did not provide a cure. 
The individuals must be saved and redeemed one by one, in 
order to effect a cure. He admitted that it was a great 
advantage to have drunkenness stamped with public disgrace, 
for it was a public wrong, debasing public ideals, and therefore 
it seemed well that persistence in it should be stamped with the 
disgrace of the Black List. But it was not curative, and there 
still remained the problem — ^which would have to be faced by 
tliat audience and the whole Church if the State did not— of 
^what became of the individual misdoer. He agreed that it 
contained many valuable steps, so far as they went, in the 
direction of bringing licensing under one control, the regis- 
tration of clubs, &c. ; but the resolution was something like his 
Majesty's Government, it avoided to a certain extent the crux 
of the question, the number of pre-'69 licenses. There would 
"be no real redress until all licenses were brought into line. 
He would like to emphasise what the preceding speaker had 
said as to the danger of bargaining. He was very much afraid 
of the brewers when they surrendered licenses. He thought it 
•would be wise not to make any arrangements that would tie 
their hands for the future. He strongly urged that the trade 
should compensate the trade, and those who reaped benefit 
from the reduction of licenses should compensate those 
-who lost their licenses, and expressed the hope that they 
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would not be governed by ancient shibboleths in considering 
any plan on the subject. 

Mr. William Crossfibld, J.P., supported the resolution. 
He said he was there as a licensing magistrate, and urged that 
when the subject of compensation came before them from the 
publicans they should put their heel upon it and stamp it out. 
He gave some details of the work carried on by the Liverpool 
magistrates in connection with licensing for a number of years 
past, and remarked that they had done something to anticipate 
the law, and indeed he claimed that they had done something to 
form the new law. During the last twelve years the Liverpool 
Bench had abolished. 420 licenses without one halfpenny of 
compensation, and, under the provisions of the new Act, had 
abolished 84 licenses. They had proved their power to 
abolish licenses, and had for some years past adopted the plan 
of dealing with the licenses by areas, and he suggested that other 
licensing magistrates would do well to study and adopt the 
methods of their Liverpool confreres. 

Mr. Adam Adams, J.P., of Lowestoft, expressed his pleasure 
at the passing of this " relief measure," which, he said, gave 
great liberty of action to the Justices who were known to be 
temperance reformers. The surprise to him was that such a 
beneficent measure ever passed the present House of Commons. 
They could, however, only accept the measure as a first instal- 
ment of temperance reform : the question of the licenses should 
be in the hands of the people and not a monopoly in the hands 
of the magistrates. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 



THE CONGO ATROCITIES. 

The Rev. Silas K. Hocking moved the following resolu- 
tion : — 

** This National Council of Evangelical Free Churches, being deeply moved 
by reports — ^too numerous and too weU founded to be disbelieved— of the terrible 
atrocities perpetrated on the natives of the Congo State by the agents of the 
Congo Administration — atrocities that are an outrage on humanil^, and a dis- 
grace to civilisation, would call upon His Majesty's Government (as one of the 
consenting Powers to the formation of the Congo State) to take such steps as 
shall bring to an end the barbarities complained of, and secure to the natives 
the benefits of civilised and Christian rule." 

This- was, he said, a matter that should be laid to heart by 
every Christian nw^n. He could not describe the atrocities — 
they were too terrible to be put into words in that assemblage. 
But let the delegates read the book of Mr. Fox Bourne on this 
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question, and the book called " The Cnrse of Central Africa," 
published a few days ago, and let them speak to missionaries 
who had been in the Congo region, and they would learn of 
atrocities more horrible even than those of Macedonia and 
Bxdgaria. The King of the Belgians was outraging their 
principles of Christianity and civilisation. It was because the 
people of England had not known of what was going on that 
nothing had been done. Unless people read about these things 
they could form no conception of the diabolical atrocities that 
^were going on in that part of the world. 

Mr. ROBEBT Whytb seconded the resolution, and said he 
knew the truth about this matter only too well, as he was the 
representative in England of an American mission to the region 
of one of the largest tributaries of the Congo, where these 
terrible atrocities had been perpetrated. If he could read there 
the letters he had received from missionaries whom he knew 
personally he should set the blood of his hearers boiling. 
Civilisation was scandalised and Christianity was defamed and 
blasphemed by these atrocities. England had a right to inter- 
fere, because die had consented to the f oxmding of the State in 
the interests of civilisation and commerce, and for the spread 
of Christianity. 



FORCED LABOUR IN SOUTH AFRICA. 
The Rev. W. RiLBY moved : — 

** That this meeting views with alarm the proposals that have been made in 
Sonth Africa to introduce forced labour into the mines, and calls upon the 
Oovemment to resist every such attempt as being inimical to the Christian 
sentiment of the British Empire, and contrary to the spirit and intention of 
anti-slaverv legislation. 

** It further contends that such forced labour is opposed to the best interests 
of the white population, and injurious to the native races.*' 

He said two reasons were given for the introduction of forced 
labour — first, that the low-grade mines could not be made to 
pay without it. Then they must be shut up, he insisted. 
Another reason was a philanthropic one ; there was to be a sort 
o£ new missionary society to teach the natives the dignity of 
labour. If the Churches of this country refused to deal with the 
question, their missionary work would be terribly handicapped. 

The Rev. G. Eayrs, F.R.H.S., seconded the resolution, which 
yfz& unanimously passed. 
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THE GAMBUNG EVIL, • 

The Rev. 4- D« Spong proposed the following resolutioii : — 

** That this National Council of Evangelioal Free Churdhes, recognising that 
the widespread and continuous growth of the gambling habit is socially and 
morally a danger to the community, welcomes the Beport of the Select Com- 
mittee of the House of Lords on Betting, and urges upon the Government the 
grave need of early legislation that shall embody the recommendations of the 
Committee." 

Mr. David Shepherd seconded the resolution, and said it 
waft the duty of all Free Churchmen to support such a paper as 
The Daily New8^ which had made such a splendid stand against 
the evils of betting and gambling. Let them support that and 
all such papers. 

The resolution was carried unanimously- 

SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION CENTENARY, 

Mr. F. F. BEliSBY, J.P., drew attention to the- Centenary of 
the Sunday School Union. He pointed out that nineteen- 
twentieths of its schools belong to the Free Churches, and 
80 per cent, of the Free Church members come from the 
Sunday School. He appealed to the Churches represented to 
assist in the Commemoration of the Centenary by church 
collections, &c. 

THE PRESIDENT-ELECT. 

The President then rose to nominate his successcir for thiB 
year 1904-1905. He said: "It is with joy I move that the 
Rev. F. B. Meyer (Christ Church, Westminster Bridge-road) be 
President of this National Council of Evangelical Free Churches 
for 1904-5. It needs no words to recommend him to you. 
The mention of Mr. Meyer's name is quite sufScient. His 
high Christian character, his eminent gifts, his wide culture, 
his fidelity to evangelical teaching, his proved defence of Free 
Church principles, and the distinguished services that he has 
rendered to the Church of Jesus Christ in many lands has not 
only won our admiration, but I think I may Say kindled our 
love. The election of Mr. Meyer to this post would give 
delight to Free Churchmen in every part of the world.*' 

The Council then rose en masse^ and signified their assent tq 
the nomination. 
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INVITATION TO NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 

Next Year's Congress. 

The Rev. WILLIAM GLOVER, as Secretary of the Northmnber- 
land and Durham Federation and the Newcastle Council, offered 
to the National Council a very hearty invitation to hold their next 
meetings in Newcastle-on-Tyne. They were inviting them, he 
said, to a city that never grew old ; it had been new for at least 
800 years. He was sure that the welcome that Tynesiders 
would give to the Council would equal any they had previously 
received. 



Mr. J. E. Miller, as President of the Northumberland 
Federation, seconded the invitation. Although, said he, they 
had many attractions to invite them to, they had no sea-front 
as at Brighton, and therefore they would not be tempted to leave 
the meetfngs. 

Dr. Monro Gibson moved the following : — 

" Thai the National Council of Evangelioal Free Churches meet in Newcastle 
on the 8th, 9th and 10th days of March, 1904, but the Council empowers the 
Ck>znmittee to alter the date if necessary. 

" The Council on rising from this its last business Session, solemnly thanks 
God for His manifest presence and help during these Sessions, and beseeches 
His continued inspiration that the National Council of the Evangelical Free 
Churches may be blessed to the well-being of the Churches and the advancement 
of the Divine Kingdom." 

For the first time, he said, the National Council wonld meet 
in a Presbyterian atmosphere, and in proximity to the Scotch 
air. The second part of the resolution he moved with a 
thankful heart. He confessed that he had looked forward to the 
meeting of this Council with some apprehension lest it should 
be characterised less by holy and heavenly experience. He 
rejoiced that he had been happily disappointed. 

Rev. Thomas Law seconded. He had, he said, spent five 
of the most important years of his life in Newcastle, and knew 
there was not a city that could better entertain the National 
Ootincil. 

The motion was unanimously carried. 
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VOTE OF THANKS. 

The Rev. W. JUSTIN EVANS moved the following : — 

** The National Council of the Evangelical Free Churches heartily thanks the 
friends at Brighton and neighbouring towns for their kind hospital!^, and the 
Local Committee and Secretaries for their local arrangements, which have 
contributed so much to the success of the Meetings. It further thanks the 
Mayor and Corporation of Brighton for generously placing the Dome and 
premises at the disposal of the Council, and the organist and choir for their 
efficient services. The Council thanks the Press also for the care with which 
the proceedings have been reported." 

They had, he said, received much warm and generous hos- 
pitality in beautiful Brighton and neighbouring towns, and 
to every one who had helped to make their stay there such 
a pleasure they gave sincere and hearty thanks. The Pavilion 
room had answered their purposes so admirably that he 
thought King George must have built it for their special 
purpose, and with regard to Mr. Lane — well, he had been as 
charming as a Devonshire lane, though not quite so narrow. 
The Press ha^d also served them nobly. 

The Rev. F. W. BOURNE seconded, and referring to the 
generous hospitality and extreme kindness with which they 
had invariably been received on the occasion of these annual 
councils, he observed, in conclusion, " that Brighton has ex- 
celled them all." 

The proposition was carried by acclamation. 

The Rev. S. B. LANE, the local Hon. Secretary, replied to 
the vote of thanks. He said that when the invitation was 
given last year he ventured to say that if they came to 
Brighton they would have a little sunshine. Some said that 
was a big promise to make, but it had been fulfilled. His 
name had been mentioned in connection with the arrange- 
ments, but while he had been spoken of as the hub of the 
wheel, there had been many splendid spokes in the hub. 
Councillor Button Briant had done splendid service as 
Chairman of the Reception Committee, and the Rev. A. D. 
Spong as Chairman of the Hospitality Committee ; and he 
also wished warmly to acknowledge the services of the Rev. 
David Davies, Messrs. Smith, Graves, Wells, Snowgrove, and 
Hands, the ladies and the choir, organist, &c., and Mr. Gillett 
and the stewards ; and they owed a great deal to the Town 
Council in lending them those magnificent buildings without 
one penny charge. Mr. Lane also mentioned the services of 
the police, and said that financially the local Council hoped 
to be On the right side. The Press had done well, especially 
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the Sussex Daily News^ which had rendered magnificent 
service. In conclusion, Mr. Lane congratulated the President 
on the ability, courtesy, and tact with which he had presided 
over the Conference, and as an expression of the Brighton 
Council's appreciation of his services and of their affection 
and regard, and as a memento also of his visit to Brighton, 
he asked the President to accept a writing-case. 

The President briefly returned thanks, and said he should 
always be proud of having received such a gift from the 
Brighton Free Church Council. 

The proceedings of the morning Session were concluded 
by the pronouncing of the Benediction by the President. 



THURSDAY AFTERNOON. 

DEVOTIONAL SESSION. 

The Council reassembled at 3 o'clock. The occasion was 
observed as a Devotional Session, papers being read by 
the Rev. J. H. Batt and the Rev. Dr. Forsyth, and a Com- 
munion Service held, preceded by a Communion Address by 
the Rev. Dr. A. T. Pierson. 

REVIVAL OF FAMILY WORSHIP. 
By Rev. J. Hbrridgb Batt. 

We reverently and firmly maintain the inviolable sanctity of 
family life. The question before us is. How to nourish it on 
its spiritual side ? The answer, in part, lies in our theme, 
** The Revival of Family Worship " where it has lapsed, and 
the steadfast preservation of the habit of family worship where 
it still exists. 

The habit of family worship is nearly related to the question 
of personal Christian life, and suggests connection with Dr. 
Forsyth's subject in this Session, " The Cultivation of Personal 
Religion." Households are dependent for the ease, pleasant- 
ness, mutual helpfulness, and sociability of their internal life 
on the individuals who constitute them ; in like manner, the 
freedom, spontaneity, and real advantage of family worship 
arise, in no small degree, from the spiritual sympathy of those 
who gather together to observe it. Personal religion is a factor 
in family worship. Dr. J. R. Miller, the devotional value of 
whose writings many know, has recalled Dean Farrar's words 
on his mother's habit of withdrawing every morning for an 
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hour to her own room for reading the Bible atid other devo- 
tional books, and for meditation and prayer. " From that 
hour, as from a pure fountain, she drew the strength and 
sweetness which enabled her to fulfil all her duties and to 
remain unruffled by the worries and pettishness which are so 
often the intolerable trials of narrow neighbourhoods. He 
says he never saw her temper disturbed, nor heard her speak 
one word of anger or calumny or idle gossip, nor saw in her 
any sign or any sentiment unbecoming to a Christian soul. 
Her life was ever strong, pure, rich, and full of blessing and 
healing. And he says it was all due to that daily morning 
hour spent with God in the place of prayer. You say you 
cannot find an hour every morning for prayer and communion 
with God. Well, if not an hour, find a few minutes at least. 
Ten minutes of real talking with Christ at the opening of the 
day — yes, five minutes — ^will change all the day for you. It 
will make you strong for duty ; it will put a quiet peace into 
your heart for all the day's turmoils and strifes ; it will give 
you fresh faith for the day's trials and struggles ; it will leave 
a holy light on your face as you go out into the world ; it will 
fill your heart with gentle thoughts and affections and sympa- 
thies, and make your hands deft and kindly for ministry of 
love. Praying, you will be transfigured." When the private 
devotion of the individual members of the family thus keeps 
them in accord with all worship, family devotion being one 
form of it — ^namely, that which appeals to all that is most 
tender and natural in human relationships and attachments — 
the presence with us before God of those with whom we live 
and who are most closely akin with us by ties of blood and 
affection — then we possess the ideal condition of family wor- 
ship, the condition created by the spirituality of each person in 
it. When every one has already knelt alone in secret prayer 
it becomes easy to meet together in Christ's name in family 
worship. " Praying, you will be transfigured," does Dr. Miller 
say ? I will add, " Praying together, your family life becomes 
transfigured." 

I go back for an instance of the high place that family worship 
holds in the best traditions of the Church to the acts of noble 
men of days long gone by. Among documents attached to the 
Assembly's Confession of Faith and Catechisms is one entitled, 
"Directions for Family Worship." The opening paragraph 
urges "the secret worship of each person alone and private 
worship of families." I cannot help quoting the expressive 
archaic words : " For secret worship it is most necessary that 
every one apart be given to prayer and meditation, the unspeak- 
able benefit whereof is best known to them who are most exer- 
cised therein ; this being the mean whereby, in a special way, 
■*,ommunion with God is entertained and right preparation for 
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all other duties obtained." Then follows "the exercise" of 
the family convened for worship in the home. Prayer should 
haye Eqpecial reference " to the public condition of the Kirk of 
Ood and the Kingdom," " the present case of the family and 
every member thereof." How beautiful in its ancient insist- 
ence I — ^^ The Kirk of Ood, the Kingdom of this Land, the Case 
of the Family," parents and children and servants. Thus is 
"right preparation for other duties obtained." 

A special section is given to the Lord's Day morning family 
worship when there is more leisure to wait on God together. 
" On the Lord's Day, after every one of the family apart, and 
the whole family together, have sought the Lord to fit them 
for public worship, the master of the family ought to take care 
that aU within his charge repair to the public worship, that he 
and they may join with the rest of the congregation." Families 
thug assembling, and with this spirit of preparation resting 
upon them, would ensure the atmosphere (^ worship from the 
commencement of the service and preclude the sense of chill 
that often requires a considerable portion of the service to 
surmount. 

La. the eager discussions evoked by the Religious Census and 
its revelations of non-church-g6ing, I have not seen it mooted 
tiiat a Family Worship Census might afford some explanation of 
the small proportion of the population ever found in the house 
of Gk>d. When the family neglects domestic worship, what 
wonder that it drifts into neglect of public worship ! Or, that 
when it occasionally or casually goes to the house of God ii 
feels awkward and out of place I A family does not usually 
feel at home in the house of God when it is not itself in any 
avowed way the home of God. How different is it when 
preparation is made by private prayer and domestic worship ! — 

** Snoh ever bring Thee where they come, 
And, going, take Thee to their home." 

The documents of the Assembly are not " obsolete " — ^as they 
have been styled — in those parts that treat of family worship. 

I know it will be said that all this implies leisure that does 
not exist to-day. There is a rush for the early City train or 
tram to the business quarter. But the business man who 
rashes for the early morning train usually rushes for the early 
evening train and is home early. If the home be Christian, it 
should be possible to observe home worship once a day — in the 
morning preferably, if not, then in the evening, and, in any 
case, once a week on the Lord's Day. 

ilwnily worship is a corrective of influences detrimental to 
religion ; it is a preservative of a wholesome home atmosphere. 
It aids the formation under the most natural ccmditions of 
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personal religious life, of high and noble character, of home 
habits in harmony with public worship and the weal of social 
and commercial positions in the Commonwealth. A family 
will not go far out of the way if it regulates its pleasures, 
amusenients, and social usages, by the family altar. The 
presence of the family altar tends to sweeten and tranquillise 
the whole home life, to lend to it charm, naturalness, modesty, 
simplicity, gladness, dignity — elements we would all like to 
foster in the family life of to-day by any means we knew. 

We base our plea, in part, on the ground that the nation is 
built round the family. " After their families," " According to 
their families," " By their families," were familiar formulsB in 
Hebrew national life. About the family were grouped the 
arrangements of covenant, civil and political life. And these 
formulsB embody a principle as vital and significant as ever. 
No bar-sinister will mar your family escutcheon in the heraldry 
of our ethical public life if your home has its altar, and if its 
associations be brightly sacred to its presence. 

A prophet in his wide and thoughtful outlook on days to 
come in the nation has said that a "house" established in 
righteousness is "a restorer of paths to dwell in," and that 
it "shall raise up the foundations of many generations" 
(Isaiah Iviii.). The fear of the Lord in family life does some- 
thing to give upward impulse to the new life of coming 
generations. Family religion is solid foundation work on 
which the fabric of a healthy public and national life rests. 
In the words of a great Puritan, " Doubtless many an excellent 
magistrate hath been sent into the Commonwealth, many an 
excellent pastor into the Church, many a precious saint into 
heaven, by the happy preparation of a holy education " given 
amid the genial sanctities of a Christian home. 

Well do I remember at the Annual Meeting of the Bible 
Society a few years since in Exeter Hall, the Rev. John McNeill 
in his speech reciting a selection from " The Cotter's Saturday 
Night," when the large Family Bible was put upon the table and 
read from, after general preparation had been made around 
the homestead in view of the approaching Sabbath, and 
describing the formative power of family worship upon him 
as all bent on their knees in prayer together. " I can hear our 
boots scraping the sanded stone floor of the kitchen as we 
turned to kneel now," he said, in his own lifelike way. A 
repetition of " The Cotter's Saturday Night " would have been 
in place in the programme of this afternoon. Many a kitchen, 
many a breakfast-room, is sacred in the memory of not a few 
to-day. A sanded stone floor, or a carpeted room, is alike holy 
ground because of the presence of " the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, from whom every family in heaven and on earth 
is named," to whom we bow the knee in prayer at the hearth 
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of our own joyous and unconstrained home life, where, by 
tenderest chords, we " touch afar " hallowed relationships and 
memories, and "the communion of saints" through all the 
ages. 

Thus have I sought, as far as fifteen minutes would allow, to 
emphasise the fact that personal piety lies behind the habit of 
family worship, and that public attendance at worship on the 
Lord's Day is largely dependent, both for its value and 
frequency, on what the spiritual character of our home life 
is and what is our custom in regard to its great claim on united 
worship there. 



THE NEED FOR A REVIVAL OF PERSONAL 
RELIGION. 

By Dr. Forsyth. 



I do not feel too much concern about the results of the 
Sunday census which are so valuable to the journals. We owe 
perhaps as much attention to the condition of those who do go 
to Church, as to the number of those who do not. The state of 
the non-religious is finally a question as to the state of the 
religious. And the subject put into my hands was the need of 
a religious revival ! It was not the need of a mission to the 
world. 

I have little faith also in the devices (so dear to the lay 
mind) to bring the crowds to Church ; to modernise services, 
as if the Churches were a journal to which circulation was 
everything ; and to attract custom, as if salvation were a busi- 
ness concern with branches everywhere. Amid all these 
suggestions do we not know and feel that there is still a 
locked chamber? There is something which has not been 
touched, and that something has the secret of our case. What 
we need most is not new knowledge, new flexibility, new 
devices, new methods, new machinery. After all these things 
do the Gentiles seek. It is new power. It is the kingdom in 
its righteousness. Is the righteousness of God the likeness of 
Christ, or faith in Christ? Is faith trusting ourselves to 
Christ's principle or to His person ? For these are two distinct 
and hostile gospels. In a word, what we need is more religion 
and better. And when I say " we " I respectfully mean the 
religious. From my heart I agree with those who say that 
what we need most is not a forward movement but an inward 
movement. 

The Church has always been greatest as a minority so long 
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as it was the right minority. The Lord's chief work has 
always been with a remnant. The Church is in the greatest 
danger when it is popular. There would be more cause for 
uneasiness if our buildings were every one packed than there 
is now. I assure you I am not striving after a paradox. The 
whole of the Bible and the soul of the Cross says ^hat I say^ 
I learnt it there. Woe to the Church when it is established. 
The Free Church message has a first message to the Free 
Churches. What they are suffering from is estajblishmjent, 
success. It is our own establishment that has given the 
Establishment its victory over us. We lose because we have 
fought in the enemy's country, and have succumbed to his 
climate. We have acquired in vast numbers the established 
frame of mind and faith. And our foes can handle that much 
better than we can. Ours is another gospel. It is not well 
with the Church when it is on good terms with the public* It 
was sent to be at war with the world, to be a stranger and a 
sojourner, a wilderness prophet, and a missionary pioneer. It 
is a rebuke to the world no less than a refuge. Its ache is 
something more than the Weltachmertz ; it is the Saviour's 
woe. "Christ is in agony to the world's end," says Pascal. 
" See to it that there be no sleeping." It is a vigilant suffering 
Church, a crucified Church, not chiefly a militant Church, but 
a sacrificial, a priestly Church, a Church that has not priests 
but is the world's priest — that is the Church that does the work 
of our great High Priest. 

II. 

The state of the Liberal party is beyond all political diagnosis. 
It is a symptom of disease in our spiritual morale. You cannot 
get figs from thistles nor public righteousness in the long run 
from worldly men. The backbone of old Liberalism was made 
of men who had' religious backbone. In creed they were not 
Liberals. They did not believe in our soft Church or our easy 
Gospel. Political Liberalism is the child of an evangelicid 
faith which regarded the differences and wrongs in Church and 
State as nothing compared with the wars and sins to be dealt 
with in the soul. If a liberal creed means a creed that has 
ceased to be evangelical it cannot continue to work out to a 
Liberal policy. There is no foundation of public righteous- 
ness for any nation but the revelation of the public righteous- 
ness of God in the death of Christ. The kind of stalwart that 
we need is only made by an inward humiliation which we lack. 
And we lack it partly because Christianity is being construed, 
dominantly in the interests of the young ; and humiliation, 
which is moral strength, is a youthful dread. It is true, 
where the Spirit is, there is liberty ; but there always comes a 
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seculariaation and tepidity when we care more for latitude 
than for obedience, for freedom than for faith. There are 
men who have drawn out of actiye political strife in a measure, 
because of their profound sense that their service must go to 
the radical remedy far behind the symptoms of the hour, and 
deal (as we do at this moment) with the Spiritual morale both 
of the public and of the Church. 

There are some ages in the history of the Church when the 
sense of the Gospel is greater even than the sense of human 
need. And there are others when the sense of human need is 
greater than the Gospel. The former are the great and f ontal 
ages like the Keformation ; the latter is a sad, distracted, 
sympathetic and ineffectual age like our own. We have an 
abundance of religious energy out of all proportion to religious 
influence, and we have a depressing sense of waste, and of 
losing, with it all. We are frittered by our very sympathies 
more than we are gathered by a ruling faith, or re-charged with 
a royal power. 

Bear in mind, too, that our duty is to complete the Reforma- 
tion, which is but half done. And you cannot finish without a 
deepening personal faith what began in personal faith, and took 
its whole key from a sinful soul's struggle into saving light. 

It is of more importance than ever that we secure our souls 
at a time like this, when we are stirred by the passion of a 
public wrong. No man can suffer wrong, and be better for it 
except by a &esh measure of God's grace. Personal religion is 
the only sweetener of public wrong, and the final condition of 
redress, especially when it comes from the hand of a Church. 

We suffer from three things at least. And on these my judg- 
ment must be taken as very general and wide. 

It would lead me too far even to open the subject of the effect 
on the Church of the great new money power, though it would 
take me deeper. The whole history of the Church grows out 
of its relation to the world-power. And the world-power is no 
longer feudal. It is finance. We are in the hour and power 
of tiie plutocracy. 

I. I will say for present purposes that we suffer from (1) 
triviality (with externality), (2) from uncertainty, and (3) from 
self-satisfaction. 

II. And to cure these the Gospel prescribes (1) for our 
triviality, a new note of greatness in our creed ; (2) for our 
uncertainty, a new note of wrestling and reality in our 
prayer ; and (3) for our complacency, a new note of judgment 
in our salvation. 

III. And these three remedies cannot be taken through mere 
outward enterprise (which will collapse for lack of them), but 
by the inward effort of more religion, more positive religion, 
and more personal religion. My point would be that a 
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sanctified Church would develop power, light, and method for 
dealing with the world which would do more than all the 
groping and flogging of the day can devise. 

III. 

1. As to Triviality. Religion has become for the public 
associated with the small side of the soul. Eternity is going 
out of faith as love comes in. Chtirches and preachers are 
choked with a crowd of paltry things and small people, 
unwelded by sure authority and secure power. Both ministers 
and Churches have as much of a struggle to get time for 
spiritual culture as if it were none of their business. And we 
are more anxious to cover ground than to secure it, to evan- 
gelise the world than to convert it. The minister's study 
becomes more of an office than an oratory, and committees suck 
the breath of power. Why need I diagnose ? Do not our own 
hungry souls tell us faithfully that all this vivid and ingenious 
chat about advanced and popular methods is excellent, is well 
— ^but 'tis not true. It is conversation. It is salon talk. It 
has not the accent of the Holy Ghost nor the piercing of His 
sword. It is not the truth, which goes to the reality of the case. 
The Churches have at least one foot off reality — ^and the other 
foot that remains is planted on the sea. 

For this there is no outward remedy. No new method will 
reorganise our own souls. We must regain our sense of %(ml 
greatness and its eternal price. We must feel how much more 
it is than even human happiness. God cares much more that 
we should be great than that we should be happy. And the 
Churches can do nothing permanent or final for human welfare 
till the soul gets its own. You cannot expect hungry people to 
do real good. And so many in our active Churches are hungry 
as to the soul, and spiritually ill-fed. 

This realisation of the soul's greatness cannot be fed on 
philosophies of its cosmic place, nor on psychologies of its 
mystic structure, nor on its epic heroisms, nor on its dramatic 
fates. Great religion cannot be sustained upon contemplation 
of the created soul at all, but only upon experience of the soul 
redeemed. And most of all by the sense so gone from our 
creed, quanti ponderis sit peccatum^ and what it cost the 
Redeemer to redeem. No estimate of the soul framed by itself 
is so true and great as His who counted and paid the whole 
cost of the great war for its recovery. If preachers .do not feel 
this the Church must. 

And to learn this cross we must give it time and silence to 
act on us, as we do not now do, before we presume to act with 
it on the world. It is a symptom of our case that I have but 
twenty minutes to carry this home. 
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IV. 

2. We suffer farther from uncertainty. The Church has less 
need, for the hour, of sanctity than of certainty. Or it might be 
better to say, that its first need is the certainty from which alone 
sound sanctity grows. An Established Church flourishes upon 
mere assent ; but we must have certainty, and personal cer- 
tainty. The forms of sanctity in vogue are pursued as a 
spiritual luxury rather than worn upon faith like a spiritual 
halo, as unf elt as our hair. They are conscious of themselves. 
And when Moses came down from the Mount he knew not that 
his face shone. We languish after ** peace, perfect peace," 
when we should be at godly war. The sinlessness we affect is 
often mere poverty of blood. It is the ansemic sanctity of long 
hours and bad food. And we sing mawkishly about " Angels 
of Jesus, angels of Light," when we should be wrestling with 
them for a new name. It is so easy to do Christian work, and 
so hard to pray it. Much of our religious bustle is narcotic. 
It is chosen as the easier way. It is taken up to evade the 
arduous concentration of spiritual toil ; it is pursued at the 
cost of sure spiritual insight and reality. There is something 
formidable, even in this great series of meetings. There is 
much to unsettle the soul's stability, for all there is to fortify 
sound principle. Without soul-certainty our principles have 
no meaning. And it is soul-certainty that the world cries for, 
even more than sound principles. It is soul-certainty that 
the ordinary able preacher of busy effort, good cricket, actual 
topics, recent reading, and ingenious prayers cannot give. 
Knowledge will give you convictions, and thought ideas ; con- 
science will give you principles, and the heart will give you 
sentiments ; but that soul-certainty which is life can only 
arise from something positive which turns the preacher's 
truths to the word of life, and the Apostle's power. What we 
need is not so much something pious as something positive 
which makes piety. We need fewer homilies upon " Fret not " 
or " Study to be quiet," and more sermons upon " Him who 
was made sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness 
of Gk)d in Him." That is the real incarnation — " The word 
made sin," rather than "The word made flesh." And the 
righteousness of Ood does not mean our success in doing Ood's 
will in the Spirit of Christ. That gospel is doomed to final 
ineptitude. It is at the root of much of our impotence now. 
Christ's gospel is the gift of a totally new righteousness, which 
begins with repentance, faith and forgiveness, and ends there. 
What is sanctity if it do not bring a deepening repentance ? 
What is the repentance of the young convert to that of the aged 
disciple ? What is sanctification but a perpetual conversion, 
Wid the realisation of pardon in extenso f 
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The soul of the age asks us to help it to footing. And we 
are so ill-found that we look anxiously to corroboration from 
science, instead of coming to science with a sureness that has 
nothing to gain as certainty, but all to give. The old material- 
ism is dead. The old agnosticism is dying. Science and 
conduct alike ask us for footing in the unseen, and above all 
for help and release there. A new presentiment of the unseen , 
has laid hold of the modern mind. I need but remind you of 
Sir Oliver Lodge and Professor James. All kinds of occultism 
exploit this passion for faith in the interest of their own hobby. 
They believe not Moses and the prophets, but they would 
believe if one rose from the dead. The rubbish of Christian 
science is a grave symptom. It is the scorisB of a volcano. It 
all means that the need of the hour is not truth, but reality, 
certainty, and power from beyond. It was truth in the days of 
mere science or mere orthodoxy. It is as the warrant of mere 
truth that Catholicism flourishes. But to-day it is reality that 
is demanded — the unseen not in the form of an idea, but as 
life-principle and power. Men ask to know from us not 
"What do you believe?" but "What helps you?" 

And there is but one way to that reality. The real help for 
life is redemption. 

The note of the higher age is moral realism, unsparing ethical 
realism. And the secret of the answer is the Cross, where 
6od*s holiness spared not His Son before the ghastly realism 
of guilt. Some faces fall ? " Are not Abana and Pharpar at 
our doors, better than that provincial old Jordan ? Are not 
artj science, ethic, sentiment, and philanthropy better ? Is the 
answer in the worn old past, and not in the modem mind ? " 
Yea, so. In the Cross or nowhere. " But we are so weary of 
the old theologies 1 " But I was not thinking of theologies. 
I had in mind a deeper weariness, and principalities and 
powers. It is the old curse, and it is the old cure. That 
which makes the Church is the key of the world. The 
sacrament is still the soul^s centre, and not the centre of 
worship alone. It is the centre of the evil conscience, which 
is the centre of the real world. When the Pope's concordat 
entered Paris in 1802 he demanded that as ususd it should be 
preceded by a golden cross. But Napoleon feared ridicule 
from the Paris of the Revolution. So by a compromise it was 
borne in a closed carriage. And that is how we often carry it 
in our attempt at a concordat with the age. Publish it. WTiat 
moral realism finds at the dregs of life is guilt. And the secret of 
its treatment is the cross. The secret of life is Christ, and not 
Christ's pity, but His moral mercy, moral judgment, and moral 
victory. To that we must return ; and not only so, but we 
preachers must steep our soul in that till we are heralds of the 
one power to which men bow at last, the power to redeem, and 
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the authority to forgive. That Church will be the ruling 
Church, whether bond or free otherwise, which frees man's 
conscience, and carries most of the power to forgive and 
absolve. Only thus can we make the spiritual life a world's 
power, and save it from convent and conventicle alike to be 
ecumenical. 

And again I say this ever-central power of the Cross goes 
not forth and comes not home save by prayer. The secret 
of spiritual realism is personal pardon and personal prayer — 
prayer as conflict and conquest with God. There is no reality 
without wrestling, as without bloodshed there is no remission. 
And it is only serious prayer that can keep the preacher real 
and save him from histrionics, and sentiment, and that fami- 
liarity with the holy which is the very Satan to so many 
forward apostles. 

I speak to and of the ministry, which is at once our despair 
and our hope. The Church will be what its ministers make it. 
A Church of faith like Protestantism must always be what its 
chief believers make it. And these foremost and formative 
believers are the ministers. If a Church has not its chief 
believer in the pulpit it is unfortunate. And if a whole Church 
of Churches fail in this there is something fatally wrong. The 
ministers are the experts in faith. They are the savants of 
prayer. If the Church of to-day is to be saved from the world 
it is the ministers that must do it. And they cannot do it 
except as men pre-eminently saved from the world. And no 
man has the seal of that salvation upon him but by prayer. 
No man has the stamp of supernatural reality on him but by 
prayer. He must do all his business in the spirit of prayer. 
The man of commerce may say he cannot. I will not argue 
that noiv. I will only say that the minister has this advantage — 
that he not only can but must, if he know his business^ And 
no man ought to take up this, or any, business unless he knpw 
it That is the minister's business. Prayer of the serious and 
evangelical sort is to faith what original research is for science 
— ^it is the great means of contact with reality. It is the soul's 
fruitful contact with that which for the soul is Nature — namely, 
6od. There are many temptations to unreality in the religious 
life, especially in connection with what is sometimes called the 
deepening of the spiritual life. The curse of much sanctity is 
its unreality. Our great peril is not the coarse hypocrisy which 
the common critic can see and scourge amid cheers ; it is the 
deadlier subtler unreality which may be hidden even from 
ourselves, and often hidden by the cheers. And the minister 
feels the full force of these temptations. At least, he receives 
the full force of them, whether he always feel it or not, from 
his expose posititon. . He is a dealer in wc^ds, and it is hard 
to keep them always f tdl of the Spirit. He is a popular leader. 
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and it is hard to lead the people without succumbing to the 
people. And he has the sophistries of his own egotism and the 
insincerities of his own heart, which are always most dangerous 
in the guise of devotion. Many preachers have evidently no 
confession, penance, and absolution in their souls* habit or 
history. Ephraim is a heifer unbroken to the yoke. Many a 
fervent prayer in the pulpit has but deepened the perdition and 
falsity of the unreal soul who uttered it. Against such things 
private, personal, searching prayer is the corrective ; and prayer 
whose keynote is Scripture, though its motives are in the 
experience of the soul. It is better and safer to pray over the 
Bible than to brood over self, even in God's sight. And the 
prayer that is stirred by the Cross is holier even than that which 
is moved by the sense of sin which drives us to the Cross. 
What really searches us is neither our own introspection nor 
Ood's law, but it is Ood's gospel as it springs from the merciless 
mercy of the Cross. 

V. 

3. The third vice of the Christian hour is self-satisfaction, 
well-to-do-ness, comfort. The voice of the turtle is heard in 
the land. 

I mean it in no bad sense. We live happily on the middle 
register. It is all so interesting — ^the day's doings, the world, 
the Church, the Bible, the meetings, the movements, the 
singing, the preaching, the reviews, the books, the music, 
the marrying and giving in marriage. The flood is already 
in the hills, and yet we sit down easily beside the modem 
man, with his mixture of refined materialism and scrappy 
culture, to whom religion is but a phase of his general interests. 
Religion is to-day debased to a mere means of human happiness 
and a social utility, as it never was before ; with the result 
of unfaith, or an affectation of faith. We are so healthy, so 
poetical, so kindly ; and so strange to heart-hunger or soul-despair, 
or passionate gratitude, or any heavenly home-sickness. Christ 
speaks the language of our civilisation ; our civilisation does 
not speak the language of Christ. And we will not hear of the 
fact that there is no reconciliation possible between the Cross 
and modem culture when both are thorough. 

I lately addressed a meeting of ministers on the necessity of the 
evangelical consciousness, by which I meant the central and daily 
life of forgiveness and its &uits, in contrast to what is vaguely 
known as the spirit of Christ. And I created some bewilder- 
ment ; for a minister came to me after and asked if he really 
understood me right, because the experience was one that few 
ministers to his Imowledge possessed. I need not say another 
word to explain my meaning, or to account for the los^ of 
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power, and the need of religions revival. It is not more 
religion that we need, bnt a better order of religion, and 
a more serions idea of salvation. 

For an ill like this there is bnt one cnre. It is a deeper 
daily sense, not only of onr own unworthiness, but of our 
perdition except for the mercy of Christ. And this will not 
come. It must be sought, courted, entreated. The deepening 
of personal religion I It is something much more than that 
we need. It includes the humiliation in which we forget 
about religion, the faith in which we forget about faith or 
works, the sanctity that knows not its own holiness. Every 
great revival in the Church has been associated with a new 
sense of Redemption, and not merely with a new wave of 
pity. The great need is not ardour to serve man, but courage 
to face God with our soul as it is, to face Him often, and win 
the power which serves man most of all. We can never fully 
say " My God " till we have said " My guilt." That is the root 
of personal religion. And that is the standing condition of its 
revival. 



THE LOSS OF THE SENSE OF THE SUPERNATURAL* 

By Dr. A. T. Pibrson. 

Mr. President and Beloved Brethren : — Nothing would have 
brought me here to-day, after the stress and strain of 
the most laborious winter of my life, but the opportunity of 
speaking to you for a few moments and touching, as I hope, 
the springs of a profound sympathy between myself and my 
brethren in the holy office of the ministry. I could but regret 
that the admirable and virile paper by Dr. Forsyth had not 
been continued and occupied the time allotted to me. I have 
seldom heard anything that has stirred me so deeply. It 
strikes one of the most important notes that I have heard in 
many days. It singularly dovetails into my address. I deter- 
mined that if I appeared I would speak on the greatest loss 
that I have observed in fifty years — the LOSS OF THE SENSE 
OP THE SUPERNATURAL. I am profoundly convinced that 
this is the deepest. source of all the ills existing in the Church 
and in the ministry of to-day. I remember the earliest experi- 
ments in science with which I was connected, as a mere boy of 
six or seven years of age, when my tutor, who was also an 
intimate friend of the family, placed me on the insulating 
stool and put in my hands the poles of the electric battery and 
charged me with the fluid. Immediately, on taking hold of, 
the poles, I became myself electrified, but I discharged the 
fluid when I stepped on to the earth again from the stobl. We 
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l^tve, I fear, left the insulating stool and got in contact again with 
the carnal and the worldly and so have lost the spiritual force. 

In Luke, the 8th chapter, we have recorded the unique miracle 
performed on the woman with the issue of blood. Jesus said 
when she touched His garment, " Who touched Me ? " And 
Peter remonstrated and said, "Master, the multitude throng 
Thee and press Thee, and sayest Thou, Who touched Me ? " 
But Jesus said with confidence, " Somebody hath touched Me, 
for I perceive that virtue hath gone out of Me." There is a 
touch that brings to us the consciousness of supernatural power. 
And there is another touch by which that consciousness departs, 
though, like Samson, we know not that the Lord has departed 
from us. That touch is not historical, ethical, emotional, intel- 
lectual, ecclesiastical, theological, or philosophical — it is spiritual. 
If I should lose the consciousness of the supernatural I should 
stop preaching to-morrow and never open my lips again until I 
regained the sense of God and of personal dealing and contact 
with Him in the spiritual sense of which I am speaking. In 
the early period of my ministry, when I came into some real 
knowlec^e of the dignity of my calling, I sought a personal 
contact with God, and I never rested until, in 1876, He gave 
me the first consciousness that I had touched Him so as to 
evoke virtue from Him. I beseech you, brethren, hear me. 
I am older than many of you and younger than a few. I 
never confront an audience without thinking that I may never 
see them again in this world, and that I am responsible to 
God for what I say. 

In the great mystery of prayer the profound secret is the 
touch that evokes virtue. Supplication is the least part of 
prayer. Revelation is the greater object. The place of prayer 
is not only to be the oratory, but the observatory. It is not 
that I should speak to God, so much as that God should speak 
to me. Moses went to speak with God, but he heard the voice 
of One speaking to him, and Moses kept silence (Numb. vii. 89). 
In the Psalms we read, "Wait thou only upon God." The 
Hebrew is, " Be thou silent unto God." One reason why we 
have so little revelation in prayer is that we are in so great a 
hurry. The tumults of the world are in our hearts, and cares 
and distractions of various kinds upset our calm and quiet. 
There are no opportunities for the heavens to be reflected 
in the tempest-tossed lake. If we do not wait long enough 
there will be no reflection of the celestial in our souls and no 
conscious touch of God. That touch of God in the closet is one 
of the richest experiences that can come to the human soul. 
You know beyond a peradventure and a doubt that you have 
actually touched God and evoked from Him the virtue that 
makes real everything that Dr. Forsyth spoke about, such as the 
certainty in spiritual life and prayer and holy living. 
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So with regard to the Word of God. Even the scholar's eyes 
may be holden. ^^Open Thou mine eyes that I may behold 
wondrous things out of Thy law " (Psa. cxix. 18). And when, 
not in the confidence of criticism, whether lower or higher, not in 
the supreme self-satisfaction of learned scholarship and linguistic 
knowledge, but in the humility of the little child, seeking the 
Interpreter's aid, we put our hands in the hands of the Spirit of 
Gk>d and allow Him to guide us into the mysteries of His own 
text-book, then we find words and sentences unlocking and 
opening like doors into the hidden chambers of mystery. 

So with regard to all preaching, Jesus commanded His 
disciples, "Tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem until ye be 
endued with power from on high." The power, the endue- 
ment is not in colleges or schools. It is not imparted by 
human contact, but is simply the result of the Holy Spirit's 
working on the human soul, without which the ministry is 
shorn of its power, authority, and efficiency. If you are filled 
with the Holy Ohost and touch God in such a way that the 
Divine enduement comes to you, you may not compel men to 
conversion, but you will compel them to make a decision. They 
cannot remain indifferent. They may gnash their teeth in 
rage and opposition, but they cannot remain in a condition of 
downri^t stagnation and apathy. Such mighty power in the 
minister will stir the people and compel them to confront the 
great realities of this world and the world to come, the fact 
and the guilt of sin and the need of salvation, so that, although 
they may evade making a saving choice, they cannot evade 
making a choice. 

There is a supreme touch that evokes virtue, also, in the 
matter of the renewal of the mind (Eph. iv. 23): "And be 
renewed in the spirit of your mind." We must go to God to 
be recreated in this most subtle part of our being. A man 
can make a flower, but he cannot create fragrance. A certain 
influence there is which goes with every man, a subtle, ethereal, 
inexplicable something which we all feel, but cannot define, 
which is only derived from God Himself. That power which 
is the secret of the transformed character, that which casts out 
malice and malignity, uncharity, impatience, irascibility, envy, 
jealousy, and all else opposed to the Spirit of God and instan- 
taneously changes the temper and disposition — all this is 
secured by the touch that evokes Divine virtue. 

We are here to celebrate the Lord's Supper. We laugh at 
the superstition of the Roman Catholic who talks about the 
Mass and the Real Presence. Have we lost in a higher sense 
the BEAL PRESBNOB ? Is this nothing but a memorial ? On 
what authority do you say that ? You do not believe in tran- 
substantiation with the Catholic or in consubstantiation with 
the Lutheran, and perhaps you say that you simply eat the 
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bread and drink the cup in remembrance of Christ's death. 
But Paul says, ^^ Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat 
of that bread, and drink of that cup." " We are to discern the 
Lord's body." His body is here in some mysterious, inex- 
plicable sense. Is it not barely possible that we may in the 
observance of the form out of which we have cast the spirit of 
superstition be losing a real spiritual presence ? Is it not barely 
possible that we evacuate the Lord's Supper of something subtle, 
spiritual, and Divine by which we might get built up in the 
spiritual life ? 

Every one who has to preach Christ is inclined to ask some 
such signs as Gideon did. You remember that he asked in the 
first place that the fleece might be drenched when all the ground 
around -^as dry, and in the second place that the fleece might 
be dry and all the ground around drenched. And we, as the 
children and the servants of God and the ministers of Christ, 
may ask some such sign. That which satisfies worldly souls 
should never satisfy us, and that which satisfies us should never 
satisfy them. We shall be full of God when the world knows 
Him not and we shall be empty of the world when carnal 
hearts are full of it. And I believe it is this secret, subtle 
touch of faith that brings out virtue from God, so that we 
may know it. You may not define it, but if you draw forth 
the virtue you will be conscious of it. ^ I remember once 
that Pastor Stockmeyer was asked the question, "If a man 
seeks the enduement of the Holy Spirit, may he receive it 
by claiming it as a covenant blessing and will he be con- 
scious of it ? " He said, " Not always." But he added, " He 
will be conscious that he has had a mighty transaction with 
God." It is that sense of a mighty transaction with God 
that is going to give to the mitiistry of Jesus Christ a power 
against which demons themselves will tremble and against 
which the gates of hell shall never prevail. 

But what I am afraid of in this age of superficiality, of 
philanthropy, of the magnifying of morality, of the study of 
sociology, and similar questions, is that we shall get out of 
supreme contact with Him who imparts virtue, who teaches 
us that prayer is a mighty power and Bible study an opening 
of the chamber-doors into the great mysteries, that preaching 
is a Divine enduement, and that all Church life is presided 
over by the invisible Spirit, and that we can trust Him to guide 
the Church life without our manipulation and wire-pulling. 

The Holy Ghost quickens and energises even the mortal 
body by His own presence within it, filling and thrilling it 
with His power. I have craved and claimed of God some 
such signs in my ministry. I have seen a man, in answer 
to prayer, straightway h^ed of the disease of which he 
seemed to be dying, which had perplexed the . physicians. 
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How many of us, in dealing with souls, have seen God lay 
His hand on the vile sinner, the adulterer, the blasphemer, 
and the drunkard, and we have seen them rise from their 
knees transformed I My brethren, beloved in Ood, let us claim 
<tf Gk>d the supernatural touch, the contact which evokes the 
virtue, and then in the closet, in the pulpit, in the home of 
sorrow and suffering, in the inquiry-room, in private Bible 
study, in the administration of Church ordinances, in our 
fellowship with each other as brethren, there will be a new 
savour and a new flavour, and we shall find the antidote to the 
triviality and the unreality, and to the spiritual conceit and 
egotism, and Christ will become to us an indwelling presence, 
and Heaven will be open before us and we shall have new 
glimpses of the things which shall be hereafter. 

The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper closed the last Session. 
The President presided, and visitors joined the representatives 
at the Communion. 



GIRLS' GUILD CONFERENCE. 

On Thursday afternoon a Conference of Girls' Guild workers 
was held in the Pavilion. Miss Marianne Pamingham presided, 
and brief addresses were given by Mrs. Charlotte Benham, the 
Oi^nising Secretary, the Rev. W. A. H. Legg, of Maidstone, 
Mr. E. D. Shelton, of Ely, Mrs. Tillyard, of Cambridge, and 
Miss Manning, of Downton. After a helpful discussion, 
in which many useful hints were given, the meeting was 
concluded in prayer by the Rev. W. A. H. Legg. 



PUBLIC MEETINGS. 

In connection with the visit of the Council to Brighton, various 
public meetings were held in the town and in neighbouring 
places. 

On Wednesday evening a young people's meeting was held 
in the Dome. Mr. Albert Spicer presided, and addresses were 
given by the Rev. Dr. George Hanson, M.A., the Rev. S. 
Chadwick, and Gipsy Smith. On the same evening a service 
was held at the Hove Town Hall, when the Rev. John Hunter, 
D.D., preaching from the text, " What must I do to be saved ? " 
dealt with the sense of sin and the meaning of true salvation. 
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At eleven o'clock on Wednesday night a Mission Service was 
conducted in the Dome. Preoediag the meeting, a procession, 
headed by the President of the National Gouncil^ made its way 
through the town. The Dome was ipaoked. Gipay Smith 
presided, and was supported by the President and ex-P5pesident, 
the Mayoress of Brighton^ Id&r* Compton Rickett, MJP^ D.L., 
the Rev. W. J. Dawson, the Rev.; Thomas Law (General 
Secretary), and others. Addresses were given by the National 
Council's missioners — Rev. J. Tolef ree Parr and Mr. W. R. Lane. 
In response to the appeal of Gipsy Smith, some forty or fifty 
proceeded to the inquiry-room. The meeting closed at a 
quarter to one. 

A mass meeting was held in the Dome on Thursday evening. 
Mr. J. Compton Rickett, M.P., D.L., presided, and addresses 
were given by the Rev. George Jackson, B.A., and the Rev. J. 
Clifford, D.D., whose subject was "Organised Religion in 
England in 1903." 

A mass meeting was also held the same evening at the Hove 
Town Hall, at which Mr. W. Runciman, M.P., presided, and 
addresses were given by the Rev. Joseph Hocking and the Rev. 
John McNeill. 

Public meetings were held on Thursday evening at Bognor, 
Burgess Hill, Chichester, Eastbourne, East Grinstead, Hastings, 
Hayward's Heath, Horsham, Lewes, Littlehampton, Newhaven, 
Sesiord, Shoreham, Uckfield, and Worthing. Those who took 
part in these gatherings included Revs. C. H. Kelly, J. Monro 
Gibson, M.A., D.D., D. Alexander Ramsey, B.D., Thos. Mitchell 
(President, Primitive Methodist Connexion), Dr. Oliver, 
J. M. G. Owen, W. Pierce, A. E. Killon, Henry Varley, B. A., 
Geo. Hooper, B. J. Gibbon, S. Cook, E. Henderson, W. B. Selbie, 
M.A., W. Stephen, W. J. Avery, W. Lansdell, J. Tolefree Parr, 
Geo. Eayrs, F.R.H.S., J. Turner, E. Griffith Jones, B.A.,Dr. Bruce, 
J. C. Sowerbutts, Silas K. Hocking, J. E. Flower, E. H. James, 
W. Glover, Chas. New, D. L. Ritchie, Enoch Salt, C. Pittman, 
E. H. Ellis, C. H. W. Cox, J. E. Tranter, J. Thomson, W. L. 
Carter, M.A., C. W. Clapp, W. C. Talbot, J. D. Davies, and 
Messrs. J. E. Sears, L.C.C., J. B. Wild, L.C.C., W. Crossfield, J.P., 
W. B. Luke, J.P., Robert Whyte, J. Stewart Reid, Albert 
Pickard, A. Newham, and E. C. Rtwlings. 
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INTRODUCTORY. 

THE past year has been the most remarkable in the history 
of the Federation Movement since its inception eleven 
years ago. The vast machinery of the 800 Councils and 
more than 40 Federations has been put to a severe test by 
the Education Campaign, which has been the chief work of the 
year. It is inspiring to report that the Councils everywhere 
have risen to the occasion. Never before in the history of the 
R:ee Churches has it been possible to present such a united 
front to any attack upon our rights as Free Churchmen and 
citizens, as has been witnessed during the past few months. 

Notwithstanding the vast pressure of work which the 
campaign against the Education Bill of the Government pro- 
duced, the spiritual side of our Movement has not been 
n^lected. The United Missions have been more numerous 
this year than in previous years, and in nearly every case great 
crowds have assembled and the richest blessing has been, 
realised. It has not been found at all impossible for education 
work and mission services to be going on at the same time. 
For instance, at Bristol on one night the large Colston Hall 
was crowded for an Education demonstration, and the next 
largest building in the city was equally crowded for a united 
evangelistic service, both under the auspices of the Council. 
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It will be seen from the Report that, in addition to the great 
Education Campaign and united missions, the Councils have 
during the year been engaged in a great variety of social, civic, 
moral, and definitely Nonconformist work. The scope of the 
operations of the Councils every year widens and the work 
itself becomes more real, vigorous, and united, and withal more 
deeply spiritual. 

The organisation of new Councils has also been proceeded 
with, so that we can now report that the Federations cover 
practically the whole of the counties in England, and there is 
scarcely a single town of any size in England or Wales without 
a Council. We have now an all but completed network of 
organisation. 

A glance at the map which accompanies this Report, and 
which has again been brought up to date, will show that these 
Councils have been formed in all parts of the coimtry. 

We take this opportunity of thanking our Secretaries, both 
of Councils and Federations, for their ready and invaluable 
help, without which the preparation of this Report in its 
fulness of detail would have been impossible. We can assure 
them that all the reports sent to us are carefully noted, and 
everything will be used for the promotion of our common cause. 

Sixty-six Councils have been formed during the year. The 
following is the list as far as it can be definitely ascertained. 
The Councils are placed in the order of counties : — 

NEW COUNCILS. 

Bedfordshire — ^Ampthill. 

Berkshire — Faringdon. 

Cornwall — ^Fowey and District, Kilkhampton and District. 

Cheshire — Marple, Congleton. 

Cumberland — Egremont and District. 

Durham — Staindrop, Dunston. 

Derbyshire — Tibshelf. 

Essex — Pitsea, Brentwood, Chelmsford. 

Gloucestershire — Warmley, Oldland Common, Thombury. 

Kent — ^Faversham, Tonbridge, Sidcup. 

Hampshire — ^Eastleigh, Alton, Cowes. 

Huntingdonshire — St. Neots, St. Ives, Ramsey. 

Hertfordshire — Hertford, Bishops Stortford. 

London — ^Willesden (West), Winchmore Hill, Chiswick. 

Lancashire — Church and Oswaldtwistle, Ramsbottom, Horwich, 

Padiham, Prestwich. 
Lincolnshire — Sleaford, Barton-on-Humber. 
Middlesex — Harrow and District. 
Northumberland — New Benwell, Cramlington. 
Norfolk — Hunstanton, Fakenham, Sedgeford. 
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Surrey — Epsom. 

Staffordshire — Quarry Bank. 

Worcestershire — Langley. 

Wales, North — Weston Rhyn and District, Prestatyn, Abergele. 

Wales, South— Bridgend, Pembroke Dock, North Gower, Porth- 
cawl, Llansamlet, Taffs Well. 

Yorkshire — Holmfirth, New Mill, South Cave, Eccleshill, 
Burnley Valley, Denby Dsde, Ardsley, Worsborough 
Dale, Ripponden, Mytholyroyd, and Northallerton. 

New Federations have been formed covering Huntingdon, 
Hertford, and Essex. 

DISTRICT FEDERATIONS. 

The work of the District Federations is becoming more real 
and important every year. As we stated in our last year's report, 
practically the entire coimtry is covered with Federations. 
Two counties where Federations did not exist then — ^Herts and 
Essex — ^are now coming into line. A meeting was held on 
January 22nd, when representatives were present from the 
Coimcils of Hertfordshire, and it was decided to form a 
Federation for that important county. The Constitution was 
adopted, and the necessary arrangements made. On February 
18th a second meeting was held, when of&cers were elected 
and the work of the Federation has now commenced. 

A m.eeting has also been held at Colchester of representatives 
from the Councils in Essex, and a Federation covering the 
whole county has been formed. There is every indication 
that the work will be taken up with real vigour in both 
counties. A conference is to be held at Ipswich in a few 
weeks to form a Federation for Suffolk. 

There has been some re-organisation of Federations. A little 
over twelve months ago, there was a large Federation for East 
Lancashire and East Cheshire, which covered a wide area of 
large Lancashire towns. After careful consideration, it was 
thought desirable, instead of having one Federation, to organise 
four or five. We have already reported the formation of a 
Federation for Manchester, including all the Councils of the 
city and suburbs, and immediate districts. Another one for 
Rochdale has been formed, including such towns as Bury, 
Littleborough, Bacup, Rossendale Valley, <&c. Mr. Charles 
Heap was elected President, and Rev. James Heath, Secretary. 
Alderman Duckworth, J.P., and Revs. J. Hirst HoUowell and 
D. 0. Davies are the Vice-Presidents. Another Federation has 
been organised with Bolton as the centre, which takes in all the 
immediate towns and villages. Mr. W. Brimelow is President, 
and Rev. R. H. Lord the Secretary. 



170 FEDERATION REPORT, 

It must be explained in reference to the brief outline reports 
which are appended that the Federations have been absolutely- 
united in the strongest possible resistance to the Education Bill. 
All of them have organised meetings, procured speakers, 
circulated literature, and in other ways stimulated the Councils 
under their charge. These efforts, so similar and so wide- 
spread, do not admit of detailed reports. We can but repeat 
that the Education Campaign has monopolised the attention of 
both the Federations and the local Councils. The following 
notes deal with a few of the various other activities in which 
the Federations have been engaged during the year. 

This Federation has been doing much good work in assisting 
the local Councils. A new Council has been 
Berks, South formed at Faringdon, and the Council at High 
Oxon, and Wycombe, which had been allowed to lapse, 1ms 
South Bucks, been revived. The Annual Meetings were held 
in Oxford, when Dr. Townsend, the President of 
the National Council, attended, delivering a sermon and an 
address. Dr. John Massie of Oxford is the President of this 
Federation, and the Secretary is Rev. W, Armstrong, M.A., of 
Reading. The Councils included are : Reading, Oxford, New- 
bury, Maidenhead, Marlow, Abingdon, Henley, High Wycombe, 
and Faringdon. 

One Council has joined the Federation since it was formed, 

and preliminary steps have been taken towards 

the formation of a Council at Horwich. At the 

Disteict? autumnal meetings held at Leigh, Rev. J. G. 

Greenhough, M.A., preached in the afternoon, 

and along with Mr. William Windsor addressed a 

large public assembly in the afternoon. Later in the month of 

November, a meeting was held in the Victoria Hall, Bolton, 

and was addressed by the President of the Federation, Mr. W. 

Brimelow (as Chairman), Rev. R. J. Campbell, M.A., and Dr. 

Aked. On this occasion the President kindly invited a large 

number of the representatives of the Federation and others to 

tea and a brief conference on the question of the hour. The 

Federation embraces Councils at Bolton, Chorley, Farnworth, 

Hindley, Leigh, Tyldesley, Westhoughton and Lostock. 

There are seventeen local Councils in this Federation. Three 

new Councils have been received during the past 

B ikdf pd d ^^^^ — ^^^^•' Sowerby, Eccleshill, and Burnley 

^DistricS"^ Valley. The Council at Idle is now included in 

the Bradford Council's area. Other Councils are 

just being formed at Ripponden and Luddenden- 

foot, and will, it is expected, be afQliated with the Federation. 
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The year has been a very busy one, and oflBcers and Committee 
alike: have readily and earnestly thrown themselves into the 
work. Oreat interest was aronsed, and a strong incentive given 
to Council efforts by the visit of the NationSd Council to 
Bradf<H'd last March. Numerous district meetings were held, 
and the series of evangelistic services brought clearly to the 
front the religious side of the work, and emphasised the 
primary object of our association. 

A successful mission was promoted by the Hebden Bridge 
Coxmcil, some 350 persons passing through the inquiry-room, 
and nearly 200 being induced to sign the Total Abstinence 
Pledge. The work at Menston Asylum has been continued by 
the Free Church chaplain, the Rev. T. Hamer, of Ilkley, and 
the report is most cheering. The Girls' Guild Movement has 
been under the careful consideration of the Councils and of the 
Federation Committee. 

This Federation, which has recently celebrated its fourth 
Anniversary, includes within its area the city 
of Bristol, some portions of Gloucestershire in 
and DiffMci *^® immediate vicinity of the city, and nearly 
the whole of Somerset. It embraces twenty- 
one Councils. During the year a promising 
Council has been formed in West Somerset, with Minehead as 
its centre. It includes a large tract of country, stretching from 
Stogumber to Porlock, and comprises all the villages nestling 
among the hills. Mr. William Stoate is its first honoured 
President, and the Rev. J. G. Irvine its indefatigable Secretary. 
Another new Council is situated in the extreme eastern limit of 
the district, with Oldland Common as its centre. A third has 
been more recently formed close to the banks of the Severn 
with the town of Thombury as a centre. Some of the Councils 
are probably too extensive, and might with advantage be sub- 
divided. This may be so in the case of Yeovil and Taunton. 
Four of the Councils have formed Girls' Guilds, namely Bristol, 
Taunton, Wellington, and Shepton Mallet. All the Councils 
are doing good work, and much life is manifested in the 
Federation. Rev. T. B. Knight, the Secretary, has spent a 
great deal of his time in travelling over the somewhat wide 
area of this Federation, in stimulating the work of the local 
Councils, and in forming new ones. 

Work among girls and young women inaugurated during 
the previous year was further fostered and pro- 
moted during 1902. Mrs. Benham's services were 

Oamliridge* secured for a Conference and meeting in con- 
junction with the annual Federation Meeting in 
January at Cambridge, with visits to two or three 
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otiier places. As part of the Summer Festival at the Leys, 
a conference on Uie Oirls* Ouild question was held; and 
there are useful results in the county, notwithstanding some 
set-backs. Evangelism also had some attention during the 
year, though absence of applications in the case of one agency, 
and disappointments about securing others, restricted these 
operations to some months' tent work by Mr. King Lambert, 
which was attended with signs of usefulness and blessing. It is 
impossible to make any record of the work of this Federation 
without specially referring to the efforts put forward by Dr. 
Rendal Harris, the President. He has constantly visited all 
parts of the county, and done splendid service to the Federation 
Movement. 

In consequence of the scattered population of this county 
united effort is dif&cult to organise. The Secre- 
tary, Rev. A. E. Killon, has visited Keswick and 
Camberland. Cockermouth with a view to establishing Councils. 
A campaign was arranged in the villages on the 
topic of the day, the Education Bill, and was very 
successful. The following Councils are included : Carlisle, 
Brampton, Silloth, Wigton, Workington, Whitehaven, &c. 

In spite of the stress and strain of the Education Campaign, 
the Federation has found time to carry on its 
Devon usual work and assist the various Councils. The 
iphrmou^ Spring Meetings of the Federation were held at 
Dhtrict). Tiverton in -May, and much interest was mani- 
fested. At the Annual Meetings at Crediton in 
January, the Secretary, Rev. C. Stedeford, reported that the 
Councils were nearly all in a state of healthy activity, and during 
the year had been very energetic in awakening and instructing 
the public mind on the Education Question. In some respects the 
Federation suffers under a disadvantage in covering so large an 
area, chiefly on account of the expense entailed in attending 
central meetings. But it is felt that it would not be advisable 
to reduce the area, as it seems necessary that it should coincide 
with that of the County Council ; especially in view of the 
operation of the Education Act. Nine of the local Coxmcils 
have been established since the formation of the Federation 
in 1899. 

In this Federation the Councils have been full of activity 
during the year. Meetings have been held in all 
E t N pf Ik *^® towns and villages, and much good work has 
been accomplished. A very successful Annual 
Meeting was held at Overstrand, Cromer, ad- 
dresses being given by Mr. George White, M.P., and the Rev. 
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J. Monro Gibson, M.A., D.D. The winter meeting was held at 
Lowestoft in December, when the Rev. W. J. Dawson rendered 
valuable service both by sermon and speech. 

Enthusiastic meetings in connection with the Federation 
were held in St. Mary's Baptist Church, Norwich. The Rev. 
J. D. Jones, M.A., B.D., of Bournemouth, preached on " The 
Incompleteness of Life." Dr. E. E. Blythe delivered a very 
able address. Mrs. Benham, the Organising Secretary of the 
Girls' Guild, brought this new department of the National 
Council's work before the Federation. 

This Federation has directed its attention to the Temperance 

Question, and action is being taken in several 

61 tA d ^^ *^® Councils in order to induce the magistrates 

HotSS^ in their district to decrease the number of 

licensed houses. Girls' Guilds have now been 

established at Dursley, Stroud, Hereford,- 

Tewkesbury, and Cheltenham. The Guild at the latter place 

numbers nearly three hundred members, and is effectively 

carrying on a very impiortant work. Mrs. Charlotte Benham, 

the Organising Secretary, has visited it twice during the year, 

and on each occasion with most gratifying results. The city of 

Gloucester re-established its Free Church Council in December, 

under the most encouraging auspices. There is no doubt that 

it will be a source of great strength to the Federation. 

Rev. W. Vincett Cook, the Secretary, reports that he has 
attended more than fifty meetings during the 
year in the interests of the various branches of 
Hampshire, the work of the Federation. Everywhere he 
foimd a great desire for information on the 
aims and achievements of the movement, and 
much interest was stimulated in its work. In addition to 
organising opposition to the Education Bill, the following 
departments of service are reported : Lectures on Free Church 
Principles and Ancestry, with classes and examinations for 
young people ; united evangelistic missions and open-air 
services, and services in workhouses ; efforts were made to 
secure Free Church candidates for School Boards and otl^er 
public bodies ; the preservation of the sanctity of the Sabbath ; 
Temperance Campaigns, and representation at Brewster 
Sessions in the interest of Temperance ; the observance of 
Citizen Sunday ; maintenance of religious equality, and opposi- 
tion to consecration of cemeteries in the interest of Anglicanism ; 
the distribution of Free Church pamphlets and literature ; the 
formation of branches of Free Church Girls' Guild; philan- 
thropic and relief work ; and Coronation services. 
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The Federation ha49 found its place, and its existence has been 
more than justified by the value and variety of 
work which it has been able to do. During the 
pJJJjI^ past year the Federation has arranged a Con- 
ference on the Girls' Guild question, and had a 
visit from the Organising Secretary, Mrs. 
Charlotte Benham. The whole matter has been pressed upon 
the attention of the Councils. A series of lectures on " Some 
Aspects of Free Church Life " has been given in the district 
under the auspices, and at the expense, of the Federation. 
These lectures have been of great value, and have given 
immense satisfaction. The Annual Demonstration at Hull 
aroused much interest in the work of the Federation. The 
Secretary is the Rev. J. E. Shephard, F.G.S,, whilst Dr. G. 
Gautby is the President. 



Formed only last year, much time has been occupied by 

this Federation in establishing relations with 

the Councils. The Federation carried on' a 

Hunts. vigorous campaign in the villages in connection 

with the Education Bill. The meetings have 

been largely attended and most enthusiastic. 

United Missions have been taken up by the Councils with good 

results. Meetings of a fraternal character have been held by 

the ministers of different denominations, and the Federation 

has helped and assisted the local Councils, which include 

Huntingdon, St. Neots, St. Ives, and Ramsey. The Secretary 

of the Federation is Mr. Robert Cater, and the President 

Mr. Bateman Brown, J.P. 



The meetings of the Federation have been most successful. 

The representation has been nearly perfect, 

notwithstanding the lack of railway facilities. 

Kent. It has been a year marked by largely increased 

interest in the work of the Federation, and 

there is great encouragement and hopefxdness in 

the many signs of progress. Two new Councils, Faversham 

and Tonbridge, have been formed and affiliated with the 

Federation. Another Council will probably be formed in 

the near future at Sevenoaks. In connection with the 

Education Crisis the Secretary has attended meetings in almost 

all the larger centres of the county, and also in the rural 

districts. The meetings have been remarkable for tie large 

attendance of men, almost without exception present in a 

majority, showing resolute unanimity in opposition to the 

Education Act. 
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Useful work in a variety of forms has been done by the 
Federation, such matters as the misrepresenta- 
^^ tion of the attitude and aims of Free Church 

iS^Sl Councils given in the Parish Magazines circulated 
by the Anglican Church, the use of the word 
" unconsecrated '* in public cemeteries, work- 
house chaplaincies, &c., being dealt with. The Annual Meeting 
was held at Wakefield, attended by the President (Rev. Dr. 
Townsend), the General Secretary of the National Council, 
Mr. J. Compton Rickett, M.P., Mr. J. Robinson, Revs. A. Smith 
(Batley), and T. Graham Tarn (Harrogate). Rev. F. B. Meyer's 
Conference at Harrogate in September was a great help to those 
who were there, amongst the speakers being the Revs. Dr. 
Findlay, William Medley, M.A., E. Armitage, M.A., and Mr. 
A. S. Peake, M.A. About 130 meetings have been held in 
connection with the Education agitation. Mr. T. H. Fleming, 
the Secretary, has during the year visited nearly every Council 
within the area of the Federation. 

In stimulating and assisting the local Councils this Federa- 
tion has been rendering good service during the 
La! tArahi ^®^^' "^^^ Councils have been vigorously at 
jRAdji^aiu^ work. Mr. George White, M,P., gave an interest- 
ing address at the annual meetings on '^ Social 
Problems in our Village Churches," He said he 
believed that the country districts were not less but more 
religious than they were fifty years ago. This, he contended, 
was largely due to the work of the Free Church Councils. One 
of the first requisites was to take over in districts where there 
were half a dozen Churches, with starving ministers, the whole 
half-dozen, and group them together, work them from a centre, 
at the head of which should be one competent man. 

Good work was done last season by several of the Councils 
in united open-air services on Sunday, especially at Lough- 
borough. Special conferences of the Federation were held in 
Leicester and other places with a view to arriving at united 
action in regard to the administration of the Education 
Act Alderman A. E. Wakerley is the President of this 
Federation, of which the Rev. E. B. Woods, B.A., B.D., has 
been the Secretary from the first. 

The Annual Meetings were held at Lincoln on March 19th, 
1902, and were addressed by the President, Rev. 
H. H. Carlisle, M.A., Rev. F. B. Meyer, B.A., and 
Lineolnshire. the General Secretary of the National Council. 
During the year the President has addressed 
meetings at Boston, Grantham, Sleaf ord, Chatteris, 
JIarch, Crowle, Scunthorpe, and Grimsby. Many of the Councils 
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have held meetings in opposition to the Education Bill, and are 
strong in their determination to oppose the Act. This Federation 
covers a very wide area, including a great many villages. Much 
work lies before it. Up to the present, its main work has been 
in forming new Councils and resuscitating a few that had 
practically ceased to exist. The Secretary pf the Federation 
is Rev. A. Bonser. 

This Federation was re-organised last year. The initial and 
subsequent organisation is still far from complete, 
Mancfaestep, l>^* ^^ energetic Secretary, Rev. J. Kirk 
Salfopdand Maconachie, has the matter well in hand. A 
District. unique event during the past year was the giving 
of four lectures on Jeremiah by Professor George 
Adam Smith. The Manchester Council arranged for these, 
and when the Dean of Manchester heard of the proposal, he 
offered the use of the Derby Chapel at the Cathedral. This 
kindness was heartily appreciated, and was accepted. Never 
before has a Scottish Presbyterian professor lectured in 
an English Cathedral under the auspices of a Free Church 
Council. The Derby Chapel and the adjoining Ely Chapel were 
crowded at each of the lectures by large audiences, which 
included many leading professors in the Theological Colleges, 
ministers, &c. Early in the present year. Rev. F. B. Meyer, 
B.A., conducted a week's mission in Manchester. The meet- 
ings were considerably varied in character, including devotional 
services, talks on social questions, and addresses of a more 
directly evangelical character. The mission was a source of 
much blessing. Rev. Dr. Mackennal, who has taken such a 
prominent part in the National Federation movement, is the 
President. 



An important project suggested by the Federation for work- 
ing by the Councils was the Simxdtaneous Open- 
air Mission. The Rev. F. B. Meyer, B.A., pre- 
Metpopolitan. pared an admirable circular on the subject, but 
for various reasons the date fixed was ratier late, 
and at the last moment it had to be made later 
still, and the weather on the appointed week was unfavourable. 
Nevertheless, many Councils took it up, and much good was 
accomplished. The half-yearly meeting took the form of a 
conference followed by a vigorous address by Mr. George 
Lidgett, J.P., on the " Civic Responsibilities of Free Church- 
men," with special reference to the workhouses and infirmaries 
in London, and it is interesting to know that this movement is 
making real headway. To the great regret of the Executive, 
the Hon. President, Dr. Parker, was laid aside for a considerable 
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portion of the year, but the Acting-President, Rev. F. B. Meyer, 
B.A., has rendered unprecedented service to the Federation. 
The Rev, J. Monro Gibson, M.A., D.D., is the new President, 
whilst the Bev. W. Darlow Sarjeant holds the position of 
President-elect. The Rev. J. Fletcher devotes nearly the whole 
of his time to the work of this Federation. 

Lantern lectures have been given in several places in 
the Federation area on the subjects, " The Pilgrim 
Fathers," " Progress towards Religious Equality," 
^ LwimT* *^^ " ^® History of the Struggle for Religious 
Liberty." In the autumn, the Secretary, Mr. 
W. H. Riding, introduced the subject of " Paro- 
chial Visitation," at a conference at Clitheroe. A very profit- 
able discussion followed. The work in the past has sometimes 
been rendered difficult by the scattered nature of the district, 
but the Federation is looking forward with much hope to the 
future. There are a few towns within the area of the Federation 
where Councils have not yet been formed, and efforts are being 
made to reach these. 

This Federation was only formed in February, 1902, and 
includes the following Councils : Preston, Fleet- 
wood, Blackpool, Banrow, Cartmel and Dalton, 
North Lanes, and Lancaster, &c. Mr. O. Toulmin, the 
M.P. for Bury, is the President. Very en- 
couraging meetings have been held, at which 
Rev. B. Nightingale, Mr. J. Compton Rickett, M.P., and the 
General Secretary took part. Some splendid meetings were held 
at Preston in November, at which Dr. Bruce gave an address of 
an inspiring character. The scattered nature of the district 
puts many difficulties in the way of the Federation. The best 
way to overcome these drawbacks is now being considered 
by the Federation. The Secretary is the Rev. Josiah Turner 
of Preston, who is endeavouring to visit most of the towns 
of the Federation. 

The efforts of the Federation during the year have been 

largely devoted to the resuscitation and en- 

MopihteoB couragement of existing Councils. As a result 

aad a most hearty and vigorous spirit now prevails 

Mopih Bucki. throughout the area. One new Council has been 

formed, and there is good reason to expect that 

others will shortly follow. The Aiinual Meetings were held 

at Buckingham, when encouraging reports were given of the 

work in the seveial districts. Mr. G. W. French, Buckingham, 

was unanimously chosen President in succession to Mr. J. W. 

13 
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Haley, who had filled the office for many years. The Treasurer, 
Alderman G. Harrison, and the Secretary, Rev. J. L. Cooper, 
were re-elected. A yisit from the Rev. C. H. Kelly, who 
preached a sermon of great power and eloquence, at these 
meetings, was much enjoyed. The Federation covers an 
almost purely agricultural district, and its work has not 
been easy to carry forward. 

The regular service of the Federation as a means of com- 
munication between the Councils and a stimulus 
and help in their work has been carried oh. during 
North Stafb. the past year with much success. Mr. 6. W. 
(Jarlick is the new President. When the Federa- 
tion was started in 1897, eight Councils were 
afEiliated, now there are nineteen. Rev. W. Lansdell, B.A., 
A.T.S., in the course of his interesting report, writes : " There 
is need of further extension of the movement in the villages. 
Here and there in the villages lying too far out to be effectively 
associated with the Councils of the towns, there are village 
Churches, which, if grouped together, might become a strength 
to one another." The following Councils are included in the 
area : Alsager, Audley, Burslem, Cheadle, Chesterton, Halmer- 
end, Hanley, Leek, Longton, Mow Cop, Newcastle, Newchapel, 
Silverdale, Smallthorne, Stoke and Fenton, Talke, Tunstall, 
XJttoxeter, and Wolstanton. 

Much good work has been done by means of numerous 
deputations to the local benches of magistrates 
in respect to the new Licensing Act. United 
North Wales, meetings have been held in connection with all 
the Councils with much success, and the Coxmcils 
are in better form and more active than ever. 

Rev. David Oliver, D.B., the Secretary, hopes soon to form several 

new Councils in places that formerly opposed the movement. 

By means of this movement North Wales is becoming a solid, 

organised Free Church force. 

The Secretary, Rev. William Glover, reports that the past 
year has been the busiest since ^ the Federa- 
Northumbep- ^^^^ began to exist. 140 meetings were held in 
land and the counties of Durham and Northumberland in 
Durham, connection with the Education Cainpaign. These 
meetings and all the influence they created were 
f ocussed in a great County Conference and Demonstration in 
Newcastle on October 9, 1902, when 900 representatives 
attended from 700 Churches and Societies, and the resolu- 
tions against the Bill were passed with perfect unanimity. 
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It was the most representative and influential gathering ever 
held in the history of the Free Churches of the North* It was 
attended by members of Parliament, aldermen, councillors, 
magistrates, ministers and laymen of all denominations. A 
Federation Sunday was held early in the year. Nearly every 
Free Church minister took part, and the service was greatly 
enjoyed. At the close of the evening service, the Churches 
were grouped, and united Communion Services held at about 
half a dozen places simultaneously. In connection with several 
of the Councils united missions have been held, resulting in 
much blessing. 

The Councils of this Federation have shown much evan- 
gelistic zeal, many of them having united missions 
to report. The Executive now meets quarterly 
Notts. in different parts of the area. Such gatherings 
have been held during the year at Long Eaton, 
Hucknall, Mansfield, and Sutton-in-Ashfield, and 
have served to make the movement more widely known. A 
new Council has been formed at Eastwood. 

The whole county is now covered with Councils, and these 
have been visited during the year by the Secretary, Rev. F. J. 
Fry. The annual meeting was held at Nottingham. A serlnon 
was preached by the Rev. A. R. Henderson. The evening 
meeting was presided Qver by the Rev. J. A. Mitchell, BA., 
and addressed by the General Secretary of the National Council, 
Rev. J. Pickett and Rev. F. A. Jackson. 

Formed only last year, this Federation has already been 

doing good service. Conferences and public 

Rochdale meetings have been held, which were very 

and useful in defining and enforcing the position 

IMgtpict. of Free Churchmen in relation to Temperance 

Reform, the Christian Church and Social Life, 

&c. The following Councils are included in the Federation : 

Rochdale, Heywood, Littleborough, Bacup, Bury and Rawten- 

staU. 

The work of the year of a public character has included an 
all-day conference for the deepening of spiritual 
^ life, the meeting in the morning being specially 

ffiwcfcf aJ™»fi:®<i f <>r ministers, that in the afternoon for 
Church members, and that in the evening for the 
general public ; a conference at one of the smaller 
centres, and apublic meeting to advocate the claims of the Federa- 
tion ; and a great public meeting addressed by the Revs. A. J. 
Ptdmer, of Folkestone, and R. J. Campbell, M.A., of Brighton. 
On nearly every subject of pressing importance to Free Church- 
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men the Federation has sought to influence public opinion. 
Rev. E. Carrington has been the Secretary from its formation. 

The history of this Federation during the past year shows 
what can be done by energy and determination 

South DeYon ii^ ^^^^^ of adverse circumstances. In spite of the 
and Bast somewhat large deficit which prevented the Secre- 
CornwalL tary from incurring the cost of visiting the 
Councils as much as in former years, adequate 
arrangements were made for organising the campaign against 
the Education Bill. Between eighty and ninety meetings were 
held in small towns and scattered villages. This speaks well 
for a district so thinly populated. A fighting fund was esta- 
blished which reached about £35, and was used to make good 
the balance of the cost of the meetings in addition to collections 
received. The Federation held two meetings during the year, 
one at Plymouth and the other at Bevonport. At the former 
they were served by Mr. W. S. Caine, M.P., and at the latter by 
Mr. R. W. Perks, M.P. The Councils in the district show signs 
of increasing vitality, and it is hoped much good will be 
accomplished in the near future in this part of the country. 
The Rev. C. Lupton Allen is the Secretary. The following 
Councils are included in the Federation : Plymouth, Bevonport, 
Liskeard, Holesworthy, Camelford, Tavistock, Kingsbridge, 
Launceston, Callington, Totnes, Wadebridge, Looe, and 
Calstock. 

A devotional conference and meetings were held in connec- 
tion with the Federation, at which the attendances 
were large, and there was much evidence of 
and Clmland ^P"*^*^^l power. A demonstration was held at 
' Middleton on May 28th, including a Conference 
on Sunday-school work in the afternoon. At the 
Annual Meetings at Barlington, the President of the National 
Council, Rev. Br. Townsend, gave a splendid address. The 
following Councils are included : Middlesbrough, Stockton 
and Thornaby, West Hartlepool, Hartlepool, Barlington, South 
Bank, Middleton-in-Teesdale, Redcar, Guisborough, Saltburn, 
Loftus, Staindrop and district. 

The work of forming new Councils still goes on within the 

area of this Federation, notwithstanding the 

South Wales Education Campaign. There has been an increase 

and Monmouth- of five Councils during the year, making the total 

shire (EaBtera 27, all of which are more or less vigorously 

DiYision). carrying on the work for which they were 

formed. In addition to an active Education 

Campaign, the Federation Executive arranged for a Central Con- 
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ference, which was held at Pontypridd on the 9th of October. 
Representatives were invited from all the Free Churches 
in the District (numbering over 700), to each of which a 
letter was sent direct from the Federation Executive. The 
Conference was a magnificent success, and must have had a 
great effect in the District. A Monster Meeting was held in 
the evening under the Presidency of Sir Alfred Thomas, M.P., 
and those who took prominent part were Mr. J. Compton 
Rickett, M.P., Rev. Geo. Jarman, Chairman of the Bristol School 
Board ; Rev. John Williamson, M.A., Cardiff ; Rev. Principal 
Edwards, D.D., South Wales Baptist College. Evangelistic 
Missions have been held in connection with several of the 
Councils, and the unity of the Churches is extensively mani- 
fested both in regard to these missions and the interclmnge of 
pulpits which frequently occur. The half-yearly Meetings held 
in Aberdare in November were well attended. The repre- 
sentatives were entertained by Mr. D. A. Thomas, M.P. In 
the afternoon Conference a discussion on the Education Bill 
was opened by Mr. Councillor Morgan Thomas, of Cardiff. 
At the evening meeting the President, Dr. A. (ferrod Thomas, 
J.P., of Newport presided, and addresses were delivered by 
the Rev. J. C. Carlile, of Folkestone, and Rev. David Davies, 
of Brighton. 

Much active work of a varied nature is reported in connection 

with this Federation. The Annual Meetings were 

Boaih Wales ^®1^ ^^ Neath in February, and the Autumnal 

^estem Meetings at Haverfordwest in September. ITnder 

DiriBion). the auspices of the Swansea Council, a course of 

lectures has been delivered with the purpose of 

grounding the people in the great principles of Protestantism 

and Nonconformity. New Councils have been formed at 

Cowerton and Llamsamlet, and the Federation has much 

extension work before it. 

Much vigour has characterised the work of this Federation 
during the year. The question of overlapping 
has been successfully dealt with, a standing 
Sussex. Committee having been formed to consider and 
consult in relation to all possible work in secur- 
ing of sites for foundation of churches, halls, 
or schools, and the avoidance of overlapping. Gkitherings 
for conference and prayer for the deepening of spiritual life 
have been organised, whilst workhouse services, open-air 
meetings, missions for the young, and temperance missions 
have received attention. The Annual Meetings were held on 
October 28th, and were most successful. The President, Mr. J. 
Compton Rickett, M.P., has given much talent, time, and money 
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to making the Federation a success, and Rev. S. B. Lane, the 
Secretary, has touched all parts of the county. 

Excellent work in the entire district has been done during 
the past year. In April last the Rev. J. Gregory 
Mantle visited the Federation, and addressed 
West Ck)niwall. meetings at Camborne, Newquay, Penzance, Red- 
ruth, and Truro, and preached at Hayle. The 
Executive called the attention of the Councils to 
the sale of newspapers on Sunday in West Cornwall, an evil 
which appeared to be increasing, and several of the Councils 
responded by appealing to the town and urban districts on the 
subject. The whole of West Cornwall is now covered with 
Free Church Councils, a fact upon which this Federation can 
look with satisfaction. The newly-formed Council at Camborne 
held a Simultaneous Mission in February last which resulted in 
the conversion of hundreds of souls, and in some instances 
secured the most glorious revival which several of the villages 
had ever witnessed. 

The Federation has held Spring and Autumn meetings, the 
former in association with the Birkenhead Coun- 
ty . cil in April, and the latter in connection with the 
LaneaBhlve Liverpool Council. At Birkenhead an important 
and West address was delivered on the earlier aspects of 
Cheshipe. the Education Bill by Miss Kate Ryley, of the 
Birkdale School Board. A sermon was preached 
by Rev. J. Pickett, President of the Hull Free Church Council. 
Addresses were delivered at a demonstration in the evening by 
Mr. Pickett and Rev. T. Rhondda Williams, of Bradford, and a 
number of local men. 

At Liverpool the local Council co-operated with the Federa- 
tion in November in promoting a Conversazione in St. George^s 
Hall, the Methodist Choral Union supplying a musical pro- 
gramme. Rev. J. G. Greenhough, M.A., was the principal 
speaker, sgad made the Education Question the subject of an 
eloquent appeal to Free Churchmen ; the gathering was 
thoroughly successful. 

The Rev. R. Veitch, M.A., quitted the post of Federation 
Secretary at the beginnipg of the year, on his election as 
President of the Federation, and Mr. John Grif&ths, of Chester, 
was elected to succeed him as Secretary. ThQ Federation 
placed on repord its sense of indebtedness to Mr. Veitch for his 
splendid services as Secretary practically from the time of the 
:^rmation of the Federation. No one pould have r^idered 
more devoted and untiring service to the Free Church Council 
Movement than Mr. Veitch has done. 
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This Federation has sustained a great loss in the sudden 
death of Alderman W. H. Hart, J.P., referred to 
elsewhere. Alderman Hart was a Past^President 
West Midland, of the Federation, having succeeded the late 
Dr. Berry in that Office in 1898. During the year 
the Committee has found it necessary to revise 
the constitution. Various modifications from time to time 
adopted have been collated and codified by a special sub- 
Committee. Good work is being done by the Text Book, 
published by the Federation in connection with its scheme 
for securing the better education of young people in Free 
Church history and principles. This has been adopted by the 
Primitive Methodist Connexion for its annual examination of 
Sunday School teachers. The East Birmingham and the 
Bilston Councils have taken up the scheme with great heartiness, 
and it is hoped that other Councils will follow suit, and that 
next spring a sufficient number of candidates will b^ forth- 
coming to warrant the holding of examinations at several 
centres. Important work has been done by the personal 
visitation of the local Councils, undertaken by the Secretary, 
Eev. C. A. Fellowes. The following Councils have received 
visits from the Secretary — ^Bilston, Burton-on-Trent, Worcester, 
Old Hill, Cannock, Cradley Heath, Stourbridge, Tamworth, and 
Rugby. Conferences were held on the work of the Federation, 
and one result was a unanimous adoption of the 'pro rata 
principle of subscription, as recommended at the Annual 
Meeting. Indirectly these visits have afforded an opportunity 
to the Secretary to come into personal contact with the several 
Councils and to become acquainted with their officers; and 
while he has learned in this way much concerning the work 
and difficulties of the several Councils, he has been able to 
impart some information concerning what the Federation has 
done and is doing. 

Mr. George Cadbury has rendered the Federation great 
service both financially and otherwise. He has placed at its 
disposal a large tent capable of accommodating about 300 
persons for the free use of any of the affiliated Councils. 

This Federation has had to mourn the death of its able and 
devoted Secretary, the late Rev. A. T. Osborne, of 
King's Lynn. His successor, the Rev. C. Houghton, 
West Norfolk, has been actively engaged in furthering the work 
of re-organisation. It has been found impractic- 
able to form Councils by grouping several villages 
together, and the work has been carried out on the lines of 
affiliating all the village Churches in some convenient and 
strong centre. With this object in view, the Secretary has 
paid several visits to different centres. The results have been 
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the formation of two new Conncils, namely, Hunstanton and 
Fakenham, a district with between twenty and thirty village 
Churches connected with it« Free use has been made of the 
local press, both in reporting the yarious meetings and propaga- 
ting those distinctive principles which are the common heritage 
of the Free Churches. The Secretary edits the weekly column 
of Free Church Notes in a local paper, and thus helps to further 
the influence and to advertise the activities of the Churches in 
the district. 

The activities of this Federation have multiplied during 
the past year, and the Secretary is in constant 
association with all the local Secretaries. A new 
Somemi^* district in the neighbourhood of Market Lavington 
and Littleton is being connected with the Devizes 
Council. Another Examination Scheme has been 
arranged for the young, and the Text Books are Palmer's 
Catechism, Part II., Houlder's "Short History of the Free 
Churches," and " Protestant Principles," by Dr. Monro Gibson. 
Two thousand circulars have been issued. Arrangements have 
also been made with the Rev. W. D. McLaren, M.A., to give 
lectures at Trowbridge, Warminster, and Frome. Those given 
at Swindon and Devizes were very successful. EflEorts have 
been made to secure Nonconformist services in workhouses. 
Quarterly reports of the work done by the several Councils are 
read at each Executive meeting and at the half-yearly meetings 
of the Federation. At the municipal election at Salisbury, in 
1901, the Free Church Council displaced a brewer, a wine 
merchant, and the holder of a grocer's licence. The Council 
is still energetic in securing the right men for municipal 
elections, and the members of other Councils are alert in the 
matter. At the Spring Meetings of the Federation the Secretary 
announced that he had collected £38 12s. as a testimonial for 
the Rev. H. Sanders, the Secretary of the Trowbridge District 
and President of the Federation. This, with an illuminated 
address, was presented to Mr. Sanders. The Secretary, the 
Rev. S. 6. Stribling,has addressed many meetings in connection 
with the Federation all over the district. 
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THE 

EDUCATION 

CAMPAIGN. 

BEFORE THE BILL. 

The energies of the National Council and the local Councils 
during the past year have, to a great extent, been monopolised 
by the campaign against the Education Bill of the Government. 
The National Council has from the first given close and 
vigilant attention to the educational problems of the country. 
The previous attempts of the Government to force through 
measures subjecting the School Boards to Committees of 
Borough and City Councils were successfully resisted, but the 
Cockerton judgment, seriously restricting the activity of the 
School Boards in the matter of Continuation Schools, &c., 
made the education problem acute. When the Government 
undertook to bring in a comprehensive measure dealing with 
this great subject, the General Committee, after careful con- 
sideration, issued a manifesto, urging the local Federations and 
Councils to vigilantly examine the measure, and stating that, 
"Being of opinion that the only satisfactory solution of the 
Education Question is the creation of one local and directly 
responsible authority in areas of sufficient size for all grades 
of education, we shall resent the creation of any local educa- 
tional authority, whether for secondary or for elementary 
education, which is not elected by the direct votes of the rate- 
payers, and we claim the abolition of all ecclesiastical tests in 
schools and training colleges provided or maintained by public 
funds." 

At the time of the meeting of the last National Council at 

Bradford in March, 1902, the Government measure 

^Inridions ^^ ^^^ ^^^ introduced, and it was impossible 

Snttettioii of to foreshadow its {provisions ; but a general sense 

ConTooatioii.'* of uneasiness was manifest, Mr. R. W. Perks, M.P., 

expressing it in the significant words, ^^I hope 

we shall keep a sharp eye on that insidious suggestion of the 

Convocation that they should receive from the Government the 

whole cost of their Voluntary Schools (giving a delusive form of 

representation) and still retain the appointment of the head and 
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most of the teachers of the school." The following resolutions 
were carried at the sessions : — 

1. That the National Coonoil reaffinns its resolutions of last year upon the 
subject of education primary and secondary. 

2. That being of opinion that the education authority should be one directly 
responsible to the ratepayers for the provision and management of all grades of 
education, this OouncU pledges itself to oppose to the utmost any legislative 
attempt to tamper with the principle of direct responsibility to the ratepayers, to 
withfi aw from the administration of education the publicity which is essential 
to efficiency and progress, or to burden public bodies, elected for totally different 
purposes, and on which women may not sit, with duties which, in the opinion of 
this Council, they cannot adequately perform. 

3. That the Oouncil will strenuously oppose any proposal to destroy the 
School Board system or to curtail l^e existing powers of School Boards. 

4. That the Council condemns any proposals to apply the local rates to the 
establishment or maintenance of denommational schools, privatdy managed, 
whether primarily or secondary, and, in particular, protests against any arrange- 
ment which, while relieving voluntary societies of the cost of madntaming their 
schools, would leave the appointment and dismissal of teachers in their hands, 
and also against any illusory proposals that would give a semblance of govern- 
ment to public bodies, while retaining the effective management in private 
hands. 

5. That the Council, entertaining the strongest objection to any arrange- 
ments which would emphasise denominational distinctions or introduce 
ecclesiastical influence into the public schools of the country, pledges itself to do 
all in its power to defeat any attempt to repeal the Cowper-Temple Clause, 
which provides that ** no religious catechism or religious formulary which is 
distinctive of any particular denomination shall be taught" in any school 
provided by a School Board. 

6. The Council directs that copies of the foregoing resolutions shall be 
sent to all the members of His Majesty's Government and to all Members of 
Parliament. 

The fears of the Council proved only too true. The motions 
passed by Convocation were taken up by the Government, and 
the subsequent measure proved to be almost wholly on the 
lines suggested by the Church of England. No attempt was 
made to consult Free Church leaders as to their views on the 
question, although the compromise of 1870, then in force, had 
been arrived at between both parties. 



THE BILL INTRODUCED. 

On March 24th, Mr. Balfour introduced the Bill into the 
House of Commons. In so doing, a number of catchwords and 
phrases were made use of, which at first led many minds to 
regard the measure with favour. Several members of the 
Opposition were inclined to welcome it, until it was realised 
what the proposals really were. Mr. Balfour spoke of " the 
co-ordination of education," "popular control," and " the ending 
of the religious difKoulty," but when the Bill was examined 
its promises and professions proved to be utterly delusive. 

The main provisions of the Bill were for the establishment 
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of a local edacation authority, which, might — ^this at first being 
optional — ^take over the work of the School Boards, and have 
control of the sectilar education in Voluntary Schools. Whilst 
School Boards might be abolished, the managers of the Volun- 
tary Schools were to remain, aided by a minority appointed by 
a Conoimittee chosen by the local authority. The whole cost of 
maintaining these schools, however, was to be met out of 
State funds, except that the managers, ^^ out of funds provided 
by them,'* should keep the school in repair, and make necessary 
alterations and improvements from time to time. 

The Nonconformist opposition was concentrated on two or 

three main points. The first and cardinal objec- 

tion was that it would compel Free Churchmen 

OUe^onB? ^ P^y ^*®^ ^^^ *^® maintenance of schools in 

which doctrines were taught that they abhor, and 

against which their very existence was a protest. 

Further, the Bill perpetuated the exclusion of Nonconformists 

from the teaching profession in eight thousand parishes in 

England. Added to these, the vast majority of the Training 

Colleges, though to be maintained out of public funds, were 

still to be closed against all those who would not submit to a 

sectarian test. 

In order to consider the crisis thus created, a joint meeting 
of the Education and Organising Committees was held on 
March 26, 1902, two days after the introduction of the Bill, 
and the following resolutions were passed : — 

That this Committee, having carefully considered the Edacation Bill 
introdaced by the Government, strongly oondenms its provisions, among other 
grave reasons — , 

1. Because it proposes an Edacation aathority, which, so far as its con- 
stitation is concerned, is in no wise representative, is not responsible to the 
pablio, axid will be largely controlled by sectional ' interests ; and which is 
pecoliajrlj nnsoited to take the place of School Boards as an Aathority for 
Elementary Edacation. 

2. Because it provides for the maintenance of the Voluntary Schools out of 
the rates, unaccompanied by any real and effective public control. 

3. Because while it confirms the ecclesiastical ascendency in thousands of 
sdiools, from which Nonconformists have suffered in the past, the proposals as 
to the ereetion of new schools which are offered as mitigating tms injustice, 
will, in practice, prove to be largely inoperative, would generally be educa- 
tionkllv mischievous and would lead to the multiplication of sectarian schools 
at public cost. 

ST. JAMES'S HALL CONFERENCE. 

At the same meeting it was resolved to hold a Conference of 
representatives from Free Church Councils and Federations in 
England and Wales on April 15th, to further consider the Bill 
and to make arrangements for combined action in opposition 
to it. 
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Accordingly a meeting was held at St. James's Hall on 
Tuesday, April 15th. It was originally intended to hold this 
Conference at the Holborn Restaurant, but it was found that 
the numbers likely to attend would necessitate a larger building 
being used, so the St. James's Hall was secured. A very 
crowded and enthusiastic gathering was the result. In some 
respects it was the most remarkable gathering ever held 
in the history of the Free Churches of this country. Dr. 
Townsend, President of the National Council, presided, 
amongst those speaking being Rev. Hugh Price Hughes, Dr. 
Rogers, Dr. Clifford, Dr. Monro Gibson, Rev. R. J. Campbell, 
M.A., Rev. C. H. Kelly, Rev. J. Hirst Hollowell, Mr. Lewis 
Williams, Mr. R. W. Perks, M.P., Mr. Albert Spicer, M.P., and 
Mr. George White, M.P. The platform was crowded with 
some hundreds of prominent leaders of all denominations. 

The representatives, to the number of 1,100, from all parts 
of the country, sat in the central area seats, and the rest of the 
building, even to the remotest galleries, was occupied by earnest 
Free Churchmen, prominent either locally or nationally. The 
meeting represented the Councils and Free Churches through- 
out the country, and remarkable unanimity was shown. This 
was the more emphasised when a representative of the Maiden- 
head Council moved, as an amendment, the substitution of the 
word "amendment" for the word "opposed" in the resolution. 
His statement that the Bill provided an excellent local authority 
was received with deafening disapproval. 

The amendment did not even find a seconder. 

The following resolutions were practically unanimously 
carried, only one hand being held up against : — 

I. 

This Oonferenoe, representing tlie Evangelical Free Church Councils of 
England and Wales, condemns the Education BiU now before Parliament 
as an entire reversal of the leading principles of the settlement of 1870, and 
as a violation of public justice, seeing that it destroys the direct popular 
management and the unsectarian character of schools wholly maintained by 
the ratepayers. Further, the Conference declares that the revolutionary 
changes of the Bill were not submitted to the country for approval at the 
last (General Election ; and that consequently the present Parliament holds 
no mandate from the people either to destroy School Boards or to charge upcm 
the rates the cost of schools, either primary or secondary, that are sectarian in 
management, instruction, and staff appointments. 

n. 

The Conference indignantly protests against the Bill because it compels Non- 
conformists to pay rates and taxes to spools whose teaching is repugnant to 
their conscience ; perpetuates the unjust subjection of a State-paid teaching 
profession to sectarian tests, thus closing a large majority of the possible 
appointments against Nonconformist teachers otherwise eligible, and threatens 
to extend the sectarian training college system ; and, further, because it would 
certainly lead to the multiplication of sectarian schools ; and though it may 
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seem to permit the provision of andenominational schools under the local 
authority, the conditions attached to the permission are so difficult to fulfil as 
to render it illusory, and hence the Bill -would completely fail to redress the 
injustice from which the Free Churches have suffered too long. 

in. 

This Conference recalls with gratitude the spendid services rendered to 
national education, and especially to the industrial classes, in face of great 
difficulties, by the popularly elected School Boards. It protests against the 
policy of withdrawing from the general body of the electors and ratepayers 
the right to choose those who shall manage the schools which their children 
attend, and the whole cost of which they themselves provide. And, while the 
Conference would warmly approve of a single suitable authority controlling all 
grades of education, in a sufficient and not too large area, it is emphatically of 
opinion that the Committees, indirectly appointed and co-opted, which the Bill 
proposes will not so jealously guard the public interest, or so efficiently promote 
public education as Boards specially elected and directly responsible to the 
ratepayers. Therefore the Conference demands the maintenance and extension 
of popular authorities directly elected to manage schools. 

For the reasons set forth in the foregoing resolutions the Conference calls 
upon all who value efficiency in education, all fair-minded Englishmen, 
whether Nonconformists or not, and especially the Free Church Councils, 
whose first duty it is to defend the liberty of conscience for which our Non- 
conformist fathers contended and suffered, to oppose the Bill at every stage by 
public meetings, petitions to Parliament, letters and deputations to members, 
and by every form of legitimate action in their several districts. Finally, the Con- 
ference declared that Free Churchmen can never agree or submit to the conditions 
laid down in the Government Bill, which are calculated to still further hinder edu- 
cation, greatly increase the rates, inflict injustice, and create religious bitterness. 

The report of the proceedings in the Daily News said : 

" This meeting was more impressive, revealed an 

ImpressiYe, agitation more thorough, and inaugurated a 

Thoroa|h, and movement more resolute, than any this country 

ReBoInte. j^as witnessed for some time past. It took one 

back in imagination to the old days, when the 

people won their political liberties. It showed the old country 

was still possessed of the old backbone. . . . The meeting 

revealed British Nonconformists — our first line of Imperial 

defence — ^f ull of fire and fight. Speaker after speaker made it 

clear that this time the attack on religious liberties is going to 

be met with something more effective than protesting speeches 

and condemnatory resolutions." 

Reports of this Conference were given at considerable length 
in all the principal papers throughout the kingdom, and a great 
impression was made by a meeting, which, in the words of the 
TimeSy " was characterised by the greatest unanimity and en- 
thusiasm." The throb of this meeting was felt throughout the 
entire country, and the influences of it will last for many years. 
It was epoch-making. ' 
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It ought to be stated that the Conference was preceded by 
a luncheon given to the representatives at the Holbom 
Restaurant by Alderman Evan Spicer, J.P. 

A pamphlet containing a full summary of the speeches and 
the adopted resolutions was prepared by the National Council, 
and was circulated by tens of thousands. 

The campaign thus initiated at St. James's Hall was taken up 
all over the country. Meetings to protest against 

Meetings *^6 proposals of the Government were held in 
in the every town and village, and everywhere the 

Country. utmost indignation was aroused. Everything 

possible was done by the National Council to 

inform the public mind as to the true nature of the Bill. 

Eight leaflets issued by the Council reached the enormous 

circulation of millions. They were brief, clear, and trenchant 

— ^admirable weapons in the great battle. Dr. Townsend, our 

President, wrote on " How to Defeat the Education Bill " ; 

Prof. J. S. Banks, President-elect of the Wesleyan Conference, 

on " The Duty of the Nation " ; Mr. George White, M.P., 

President-elect of the Baptist Union, on "An 

Unwarranted Attack on Free Churchmen " ; Rev. 

Litepatape. J. Scott Lidgett, M.A., on " The Education Bill 

and Secondary Education " ; and Dr. Clifford on 

"Clericalism and the Education Bill." There 

were also leaflets on "Endowing the Parsons' Schools," and 

" Reasons for Ending the Education Bill." 

Letters were sent to everj' Free Church minister in England 
and Wales strongly urging him to bring the 

Appeals to Educational proposals of the Government before 
^^dMeSSew^^® members of his congregation. The letter 
of Parliament, stated : " It is scarcely necessary to point out to 
you the gravity of the situation that now con- 
fronts us. If the danger is to be averted, every means must 
be adopted to bring pressure to bear upon the Government, 
and our Committee are convinced that this can only be done 
by united, concentrated action, and therefore they venture 
to submit the above suggestions for your consideration, in the 
hope that you and your Church, realising the crisis that is 
before us at this moment, will put forth every effort to defeat 
the disastrous proposals of the Government." 

A letter was also sent to the Councils suggesting the 
desirability of their memoralising those Members of Parlia- 
ment who were either known or supposed to be in favour 
of the Bill. Thousands of personal letters expressing dis- 
approval of the Bill were sent to Members of Parliament 
from influential electors in their constituency. 
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DEPUTATIONS TO POLITICAL LEADERS. 

The <Jay following the St. James's Hall meeting a depu- 

tation from the National Oonncil waited on Sir 

Camp^^ Henry Campbell-Bannerman, to lay before him 

Bannermaii. ^^ grounds of the Nonconformist opposition 

to the Bill. 
The constitution of the deputation was important and 
representative, and the Free Church views on the Bill were 
ably expressed by Mr. J. Compton Rickett, M.P., who intro- 
duced the deputation. Dr. Townsend, Rev. R. J. Campbell, 
Rev. J. Scott Lidgett, Rev. James Travis, Rev. Dr. Bruce, Rev. 
Dr. Horton, Rev. Silas K. Hocking, Mr. Alfred lUingworth, 
Mr. W. S. Caine, M.P., and Mr. Robert Whyte. 

Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman's reception was friendly in 
the extreme, and showed that he fully understood the Free 
Church position. 

He stated that the religious difficulty was perpetuated, 
accentuated, and extended by the Bill. " The true kernel of 
the Bill," said Sir Henry, " is the endowment of Voluntary 
Schools. I should object to any Education Bill which is 
really a mere Church Bill in disguise." 

From April to June were busy months. The opposition in- 
creased in force in every part of the land. Nonconformists, 
eminent and obscure, braced themselves for the fight. Their 
determination was concentrated in the memorable statement, 
*' To the legislation which creates an ecclesiastical monopoly in 
the schools of the people we will not submit," made by a depu- 
tation which waited upon Mr. Balfour at the 
House of Commons on Thursday, June 12th, to 
^2^^^ protest against the Bill. This deputation was un- 
questionably the most influential and representa- 
tive from tiie Free Church standpoint that ever 
waited upon a Minister of the Crown. The following address to 
the Prime Minister, which had been carefully discussed and 
approved by a special Committee of the Council, was read by 
Dr. Fairbaim : — 

Sib, — ^We desire to thank you for your courtesy in consenting to receive us 
as a Deputation of Free Churchmen interested in Education ; but we also feel 
that our coming to yon at such a time and on such a question is a step so 
onusued as to be oapf^ble of justification only on the grounds of civil obligation 
and public duty. The Churches we represent — Baptist, Congregational, 
Hethodist of all branches, Presbyterian, Society of Friends, and omers — may» 
with an modesty but with perfect truth, claim to comprehend one-half of the 
Christian people of England ; and we can also say that tney are the heirs of men 
and principles that have for upwards of three hunored years rendered conspicuous 
service to religion and the State. These Churches, except for a small minority 
in a single denomination, are absolutely united in their opposition to the 
Education Bill now before Parliament, and united in a degree and with a 
determination without any parallel in their separate or collective histories. 
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We object to the Bill, especially so far as it relates to Elementary Ednoation, 
not in part or in its details, but as a whole ; to its purpose, to its principles, and 
to the means by which it proposes to realise them. We did not willingly sabmit 
to the Act of 1870 ; on the contrary we should have preferred that Parliament 
had made School Boards universal, education national, ev^Twhere the concern 
of all the citizens rather than of the Churchman of any denomination. But« 
though we failed to obtain what we wished, we did not refuse what was given. 
Because of our desire to see education legislatively sanctioned and established, 
we submitted to a double compromise, on the one hand as regards religions 
teaching, and on the other as regards the continuance of Voluntary Schools as 
schools supported by the State. To that compromise we have, in spite of our 
original aversion and chronic dissatisfaction, honourably and loyally adhered — 
for no attempt to disturb it has ever proceeded from us ; but, notwithstanding 
our loyal and honourable adherence to the settlement then achieved, we are now 
— after a series of provocative derangements of that settlement through legis- 
lative benevolences to Voluntary Schools — threatened with a final disruption of 
it. We are, therefore, faced by a situation which, had we foreseen, we should 
have striven, ah initio, with all our power, effectually to prevent. And the 
situation thus created, though it deeply concerns us, comes upon us not as a 
proposal for a second series of compromises, but as legislation which the State 
is invited to enact and enforce as if we had no standing ground in the matter, 
no children to educate, no liberties to conserve, no rights which Parliament is 
bound to consider and to guard. 

We further object to the Bill because — ^for extensive and even populous 
districts of the country — it entrusts to a Church which embraces only a portion 
of the people, functions and duties affecting the people as a whole and belonging 
emphatically to the State whose concern is with us all ; because it excludes the 
parents from the management or any direct share in tiie control of the schools 
where their children are taught ; because it tends to shut out from the teaching 
profession, to its immense impoverishment, multitudes to whom religion is the 
supreme matter of conscience and the master reality of life ; because it increases 
the range, the burden and the disqualifying force of ecclesiastical tests ; and 
because it endows out of public rates and taxes and establishes in the schools a 
class that may be termed the minor clergy of an already endowed and 
established Church. 

These are points which touch the character and quality of the education 
besides affecting large classes of the community. This Bill would present to 
many men of sensitive character an inexorable moral barrier in the way of 
applying for educational posts bound up with the acceptance of the Anglican 
creeds ; and such men of sensitive conscientiousness are often, by reason of this 
very quality, the best teachers. Where tests reign education siSffers ; you. Sir, 
know well the effect they had on both the teachers and the teachings of the 
Universities, and the benefits that came from their repeal. And we do not 
need to argue that what proved disastrous to the higher education cannot be 
good for the lower. The reasons against tests in Universities apply with greater 
force to their retention in Elementiiy Schools. For they can be retained there 
only by the help of public money raised, by taxation or rating, from persons who 
conscientiously object both to the tests and to the formularies they are intended 
to guard. It is no answer to say that the State does not pay for the teaching 
of the formularies or the religion ; for this delicate distinction cannot be carried 
out in apportioning the maintenance provided by the State ; and, what is far 
more germane to the question, the effect of this Bill will be to create or 
perpetuate an atmosphere — a dignity and an influence which shall do more to 
commend special forms and dogmas than any attempt at systematic inculcation. 
One of the arguments for a Catholic University endowed out of taxes is that a 
Catholic atmosphere wUl be created in the schools where Catholic youth are 
educated ; and how is this atmosphere created save by the people who manage, 
and the people who teach ? But here the proposal is, by means of funds which 
the civil authority is to raise from all sorts and classes of people, and by legist 
lation which Parliament is to be advised to pass and enforce, to create an 
Anglican atmosphere in schools where the pupils may be Anglican or Noncon* 
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fonnist or neither. Need yon wonder that there are men who object to be 
either taxed or rated for any such purpose ? 

But we also object to the Bill on the broad ground of what may be regarded 
as constitutional practice. When the Government appealed to the country in 
1900, it made no proposals touching education, or so much as hinted at a 
radical change in educational policy. The main issue was the war in South 
Africa, and large numbers of Nonconformists voted for the Government who, if 
the Education question, especially in the shape it has now assumed, had been 
formally presented to them, would have either abstained altogether or voted on 
the other side. We urge this in justice to many in our own ranks, and also as 
a mode of expressing our belief liiat, in a matter so grave, or we may even say 
so revolutionary, and so vitally affecting the well-being of our State, the 
primary duty of those in office is to conscit the electors before attempting to 
legislate concerning it 

This, Sir, we need not assure vou, is not to us a question between rival 
Churches, but between citizens and the State. Had it been otherwise we should 
not have come here. The religious differences between the Church of England 
and ourselves are not differences which legislation can decide or even Parlia- 
ment discuss. It has been said by more than one prelate of the Established 
Church that they will, when the Bill becomes law, deal fairly with Noncon- 
formists. But we do not acknowledge any right on the part of that Church to 
deal with us fairly or otherwise. Our appeal is to the State ; we are its citizens, 
and before it all are equal ; its function is to show respect neither to sects nor 
to persons ; but to guard the liberties of the meanest subject and administer 
equal justice to all. We ask no Church for consideration and will accept none 
at its hands. We ask from the State justice and freedom : we can ask no less : 
it can give nothing that we value more. 

We have come to you, not lightly, but under grave moral compulsion due to 
the feeling that we are face to face with a crisis more serious than any that has 
arisen in our history since 1662 and the Act of Uniformity. We use no threat 
and we make no prediction, but we desire you to understand the feeling of the 
Free Churches in their relation to this Bill. You have the power to pass it — 
we do not question that for a moment, though the very power of a majority is 
the measure of its responsibility. But to carry legislation is one thing, and to 
prevent the disasters it is sure to entail is quite another thing. And we, as 
loyal sons of our.State and people, who know what must happen if the Bill be 
carried, come to you with our claim for justice and for the consideration which 
is our due. We love education as we love religion ; we have worked for it, 
suffered for it, denied ourselves to secure it for ourselves and for our sons. We 
know that of all things it can least flourish in storm, especially the storms 
begotten by the war of sects ; and there is nothing that would so grieve us as to 
see it by the deliberate act of Parliament sacrificed to so unkindly a strife. 
But we should not be worthy of our citizenship or of the interview which your 
courtesy has granted us, if we did not frankly say that to the legislation which 
creates an ecclesiastical monopoly in the schools of the people we will not 
sulmiit. 

The following were the members of the deputation : — 

Bev. Dr. Townsend (President of the National Council) ; Bev. Dr. Monro 

Gibson (Hon. Secretary) ; Bev. Thomas Law (General Secre- 

w«nii«A»« - tary) ; Mr. B. W. Perks, M.P. (Treasurer) ; Bev. Dr. Aked, 

J5f™'n'fP^ Liverpool; Bev. Professor Anthony, M.A., Plymouth; Bev. 

nepntanon. j, ^ Bourne, London (ex-President of the Bible Christian 

Conference) ; Bev. Dr. David Brook, Southport (President of 

the Free Methodist Assembly) ; Bev. B. J. Campbell, M.A., Brighton ; Bev. 

Dr. Clifford, London (ex-President of the Baptist Union) ; Bev. W. Clough, 

Sheffield (ex-President of the Wesleyan Beform Union); Bev. W. Cuff, 

London (ex-President of the Baptist Union); Bev. Dr. Fairbaim, Oxford 

(Principal of Mansfield College) ; Bev. J. Fletcher (Secretary of the Metropolitan 

I'ree Church Federation); Bev. J. E. Flower, M.A., London (Secretary of the 

14 
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Congregational Ghuroh Aid and Home Missionary Society) ; Bev. Dr. Forsyth, 
London (Principal of Hackney College) ; Bev. Silas E. Hocking, London ; 
Kev. J. Hirst HoUowell, Rochdale ; Bev. C. Silvester Home, M.A., London ; 
Bev. Dr. Horton, London (Chairman Elect of the Congregational Union) ; Bev. 
Charles H. Kelly, London (ex-President of the Wesleyan Methodist Conference) ; 
Bev. S. B. Lane, Brighton (Secretary of the Bible Christian Conference) ; Bev. 
Dr. Mackennal, Bowdon fex-Chairman of the Congregational Union) ; Bev. J. 
Martin, Torquay ; Bev. Andrew Meams (Secretary of the London Congrega- 
tional Union) ; Bev. F. B. Meyer, B.A., London (President' of the Metropolitan 
Free Church Federation); Bev. J. Odell, Birmingham (ex-President of the 
Primitive Methodist Conference); Bev. J. Pickett, HuU (representing the 
Primitive Methodist Conference) ; Bev. A. Pringle, Caterham ; Bev. A. Bamsay, 
B.D., London; Bev. Dr. Gumness Bogers, London (ex-Chairman of the 
Congregational Union); Bev. Alfred Bowland, LL.B., B.A., London 
(ex-Chairman of the Congregational Union) ; Bev. J. H. Shakespeare, M.A., 
London (Secretary of the Baptist Union) ; Bev. H. Arnold Thomas, M.A., 
Bristol ^ex-Chairman of the Congregational Union) ; Bev. S. Vincent, Plymouth 
(ex-Chairman of the Congregational Union) ; Bev. T. J. Wheldon, B. A. , 
Bangor (Moderator of the Welsh Calvinistic Methodist Church) ; Bev. W. J. 
Woods, B.A., London (Secretary of the Congregational Union) ; Mr. Moses 
Atkinson, Leeds ; Mr. Bobert Bird, J.P., Cardiff ; Mr. A. W. Black, Notting- 
ham ; Mr. W. Brimelow, J.P., Bolton ; Mr. Henry Broadhurst, M.P. 
Leicester; Mrs. George Cadbury, Birmingham; Mr. W. S. Caine, M.P., 
Camborne ; Mr. Cash, Islington ; Alderman Duckworth, J.P., Bochdale ; 
Sir Christopher Furness, M.P., Hartlepool ; Mr. Ford Goddard, M.P., Ipswich ; 
Dr. Bendel Harris, Cambridge ; Alderman Heap, Blackpool ; Mi. A. E. Hutton, 
M.P., Morley; Mr. Battey Langley, M.P., Sheffield; ^. Herbert Lewis, M.P., 
Flint ; Mr. D. Lloyd George, M.P., Carnarvon ; Mr. H. B. Mansfield, M.P. , 
Spalding ; Professor Massey, Oxford ; Mr. Charles Morley, M.P., Brecknock- 
shire; Professor A. S. Peake, M.A., Manchester; Mr. Albert Pickard, 
Leicester; Mr. E. C. Bawling^, London; Mr. J. Compton Bickett, M.P., 
Scarborough; Mr. Walter Bunciman, M.P., Dewsbury; Mr. C. E. Shaw, M.P., 
Stafford ; Mr. A. J. Shepheard, L.C.C., London ; Mr. David Shepherd, Cardiff ; 
Sir Charles Skelton (representing the Methodist New Connexion Conference| ; 
Mr. J. Bamford Slack, B.A., London ; Alderman Snape, J.P., Liverpool ; 
Mr. George White, M.P., North-West Norfolk ; Mr. Bobert Whyte, London ; 
Mr. Oarvell Williams, London ; Mr. Lewis Williams, J.P., Cardiff ; Mr. H. J, 
Wilson, M.P., Hohnfirth Division. 

Communications expressing regret that, owing to important 
previous engagements, they could not attend with the 
Deputation, were sent by — 

Bev. Professor J. S. Banks (President Elect of the Wesleyan Conference), 
Bev, Dr. Barrett (Acting Chairman of the Congregational Union), Bev. Dr. 
Bruce, Bev. Dr. W. T. Davison (President of the Wesleyan Conference), Bev. 
H. Price Hughes, M.A., Bev. J. D. Jones, M.A., Bev. J. H. Jowett, M.A., Bev. 
Dr. Alexander McLaren, Manchester, Bev. Dr. Bobertson Nicoll, Bev. Dr. 
Parker, Bev. J. B. Wood (President of the Baptist Union), Mr. Albert Spioer, 
Mr. Alderman Evan Spicer, J.P., L.C.C. 

Dr. Townsend, as President of the National Council, briefly 
introduced the deputation. 

The manner of Mr. Balfour's reply to the deputation was 
everything to be desired, but the matter was anything but 
satisfactory. He argued that the refusal of Anglican managers 
to appoint teachers who were Nonconformists was exaggerated 
by us ; that the Bill, so far from being a grievance to Non- 
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conformists, enormously diminished any grievances which they 
might have at present. It was dear that either Mr. Balfour 
did not understand his own Bill or that he thought Free 
Ohurchmen could be hoodwinked. 

A copy of the address to Mr. Balfour was sent by the National 
Council to every Member of both Houses of Parliament. 

A reply to Mr. Balfour was prepared by Rev. J. Hirst Hollo- 
well and was widely circulated in pamphlet form. 

DAT OP UNITED PRAYER. 

On June 30th the following letter was issued by the National 
Council President to every Free Church minister, suggesting 
July 13th as a Day of United Prayer : — 

Mt dbab Fbiemd,— The Organising and Education Committees of our 
National CJoonoil have met and oarelullv considered our farmer action in 
opposing the Education Bill now before tiie House of Commons. They felt 
deeply Qie solemnity of the crisis we have reached in our history as Free 
Churches, and the disastrous effect which must befall our future if the Bill 
should pass into law. 

Therefore, in devising measures of strenuous opposition to it, they felt how 
important it is that our Churches should be called to SpeciiU Prayer against Ihe 
perpetration of a retrograde step in regard to National Education, and a cruel 
injustice upon the Free Churches of our land. 

By direction of these Committees I have to ask you, and the Churches 
under your care,' to unite in a Day of Prayer to be held on Sunday, July Idth, 
in all parts of England and Wales. It is of the utmost importance that this 
should be carried out simultaneously and universally in all Evangelical Free 
Churches. 

It will of course be necessary to make special reference to the subject in the 
prayers offered in the Public Services of the day, and we should be glad if at 
Isiust a brief explanatory statement could be made at the same time ; but it is 
even more important that a Meeting specially called for Prayer should be held 
at a time most convenient to your people, that thus many supplications may be 
offered by members of the Churches. AU Christian workers should be urged to 
co-operate in this important movement. 

The remarkable way in which prayer is interwoven with the noblest 
passages of our history encourages us to hope that God will regard our 
petitions and answer them, if they are presented in steadfast fait^ by the 
millions of our attached people. 

Most trulyyours, 

W. J. TowNSEND, President. 

A great number of the Churches adopted this suggestion. 

THE BILL IN PAIILLA.MENT. 

In the meantime the measure was passing through Parlia- 
ment. The second reading of the Bill was carried 
on May 8th, and the House then went into Com- 
imSS^SL. D^itt^e o^ ^^ measure. The language used in the 
* framing of the Bill, and its ambiguous provisions, 
made it necessary not only for the Opposition 
members to attempt to amend it, but for the Government itself 
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to introduce numerous alterations. Step by step the measure 

was opposed, and some amendments were accepted. Early 

in the discussion the Oovemment resisted the proposal to 

make the measure compulsory, but on July 9th, clause five, 

containing the provisions making the measure optional, was 

agreed to be omitted, thus making the measure compulsory. 

The centre of the battle raged round what was clause seven, 

which provided that the local education authority 

should have the right of appointing additional 

Clanie 7. managers of Voluntary Schools, but such popular 

representation was not to exceed one-third of the 

whole number of managers. This was felt to 

be a crucial matter. The Free Churches demanded that the 

public, which were to maintain the Voluntary Schools, should 

have the predominance in the management of them. Many 

of the supporters of the Government were anxious that the 

popular representation should be increased to at least one-half, 

and, as Mr. Balfour afterwards acknowledged, the fate of the 

Bill now hung in the balance. However, the Government 

would not give way, and, finding it would be necessary to 

have an autumn session, Mr. Balfour introduced a new clause 

seven, giving as the alleged concession the appointment of two 

representatives of the local authority to four foundation 

managers. From July 21st to August 7th this clause was 

warmly debated, and in the end the number of the minority 

popular representation was carried, and the details of the 

scheme were left to be settled at the autumn session. 

In view of the progress of the Bill in Parliament, a special 
meeting of the General Committee was held on 
July 29th, at which the following resolutions 

1. That the course of the debate on the Education Bill in 
the House of Commons compels us to re-affirm and emphasise the con- 
demnation of this measure expressed in our manifesto presented to Mr. 
Balfour on the 12th of June. The concessions which have been made, with 
two or three exceptions, are of an illusory character, and do not change our 
conviction that the measure, if it should become law, will be injurious to 
education, a continuing injustice to the teaching profession, destructive of 
the immediate interests of the people in and of their influence upon education, 
fatal to religious peace, and a serious obstacle to religious progress. 

2. That uie passing of the seventh clause, which leaves clerical managers in 
full local control of a privileged system of schools financed out of the rates and 
taxes, y^ be a violation of one of the vital principles of British political life, 
and an invasion of the recognised rights of conscience, and ther^ore, should 
tiie clause be carried as it is, we must, as our manifesto says, *' refuse to 
submit." 

8. That we count it an additional wrong that a Government which has 
brought in a wholly revolutionary measure on education without any appeal 
to the people, should now push one of the most vital parts of it through Gom- 
laittee by the unfair use of the closure and all-night sittings, notwithstanding 
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there is to' be an antamn session, thus preventing fair discussion, and Mding 
from the people the true character and certain results of these proceedings. 

4. That the contents of this Bill, together with the oircomstances of its 
inception, its inkoduction to the House, and the tactics employed to pass 
it, znake it clear that the measure is framed expressly in the interests of the 
Established Church — a Church which has uniformly and persistently resisted 
every attempt to transfer the administration and control of State education 
from the clergy to the representative of the people in the parish, the city, and 
the nation. 

5. That we judge the ''right of entry" of denominati(mal teachers into 
popularly provided schools ought to be strenuously resisted, unless all State- 
supported schools are placed absolutely on the same footing and their full 
control given to the people. But if these conditions be secured, we should 
be prepared to give our earnest consideration to a proposal that the school 
premises might be used by different denominations (a) out of school hours, 
(b) at their own cost, and (c) on the same conditions all round. 

6. That we earnestly urge the members of the Free Churches and of the 
Free Church Councils to continue and increase their opposition to the Bill, 
believing that its defeat is essential to the efficiencv of national education, the 
protection of the primary rights of the people, the promotion of peace and 
goodwill amongst citizens^ and the extension of true religion. 

ATTEMPTS AT COMPROMISE. 

Several times during the campaign attempts were made from 
some quarters to arrive at a compromise between Churchmen 
and Nonconformists. At the personal invitation of the Bishop 
of London, a round-table conference was held at Fulham Palace 
in July, amongst those taking part being Lord Hugh Cecil, the 
Bishop of Newcastle, the Bishop of Rochester, the Bishop of 
Winchester, the Bishop of Worcester, the Bishop of Stepney, 
Prebendary Webb-Peploe, Rev. J. Scott Lidgett, Dr. Clifford, 
Rev. J. Hirst Hollowell, Dr. Horton, Rev. Hugh Price Hughes, 
Rev. Thomas Law, Rev. F. B. Meyer, Dr. Townsend, and Dr. 
Paton. Two meetings were held, but they proved a failure, it 
becoming quite clear that the Bishops and their supporters 
would not allow education to be in the hands of the people, 
and that they had determined on having public money without 
popular public control. The second meeting occupied three 
hours, and at the close the Bishop entertained the company 
to luncheon in the palace. 

THE RECESS. 

On August 7th, after clause seven had been forced through 

the Commons by the liberal use of the closure, 

the House adjourned until October 16th. It was 

A^o^^d. ^^P^^ ^y ^^ supporters of the Government that 

' the tide of agitation would have abated by that 

time ; but this proved to be altogether wrong. 

During the recess, though it was in the very midst of the 

holiday season, a great autumn campaign was arranged by 

the National Council and local Councils, including meetings in 
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every town and village of importance in the land. The pro- 
minent leaders of the Free Churches arranged to devote prac- 
tically all their time, apart from their Church work, to the great 
fight, and placed themselves at the disposal of the National 
Council for meetings. To give the bare list of those who 
splendidly helped in the fight would fill pages of this Report. 

The General Secretary personally visited many parts of the 
country, giving addresses on the Bill. 

In view of the municipal contests, the General 
The Hnnioipal Secretary, at the request of the Education Com- 
EleotionB* mittee of the Council, signed and circulated the 
following : — 

London, Octoher 1, 1902. 

Deab Snt, — ^The Government are pressing an Education Bill through Parlia- 
ment without any mandate from the constituencies/ but a large section of the 
registered electors will be able to express their opinion upon it in a constitutional 
manner at the approaching Municipal Elections. 

The Bill gives the Municipal Councils the duty of submitting to the Board of 
Education ** schemes " for the constitution of Statutory Committees to take the 
place of existing School Boards, Technical Education Authorities and School 
Attendance Committees, and to be responsible for the education of the Borough. 
If the Bill becomes law this *' scheme" must be prepared immediately, and, 
therefore, proposals of vast and permanent interest may be adopted before the 
Municipal Electors are again consulted. In order that the Councils may appre- 
ciate fully the great importance of the issues to be decided, it is important that 
there should be an earnest, thoughtful, and instructive discussion upon them at 
the coming elections. 

But more important than the administration of the measure when it has 
become law, is the fact that a clear expression of opinion by the Municipal 
Electors during the fitst week in November will be in ample time to secure tiie 
amendment, the defeat, or the withdrawal of the Bill. It inflicts a gross 
injustice upon Nonconformists, on women, on parents, and on the ratepayers, 
and creates many serious hindrances to the progressive development of popular 
education. 

We hope that every candidate at the coming elections will be pledged (1) to 
support a resolution in the Council pressing the Gbvemment to withdraw the 
BiU, and (2) to vote against public money being granted to schools not managed 
by the representatives of the public. For good or evil the future course of 
National Education may be settled by the votes given at the Municipal Elections 
in November next, and this fact calls for earnest consideration and prompt 
action. The official nominations of candidates will be received by the Town 
Clerk before 5 p.m. on Friday, October 24th, and every possible influence should 
be used before tiiiat date. We shall be glad to assist you in any action you 
may take. 

Tours faithfully, 

A. J. MUNDELLA, 
Secretary National Education Aissoolation, 

Surrey House, Victoria Embankment, W.C. 

S. WOODS, 
Secretary Trades Union Congress, 

Buckingham Street, Strand, W.C. 

THOMAS LAW, 
Secretary National Council of the Evangelical Free Churches, 
Meinorial Hall, Farringdon Street, E.C. 
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The day before the autumn session of Parliament com- 
menced, the following manifesto was sent to 
Mr. Balfour and every other member of the 
■amfMio to HQ^ig^ Qf Commons and the House of Lords : — 

On the eve of the meeting of Parliament, the Executiye 
of the National Free Church Council again records its emphatic protest 
against the provisions of the Education BiU, now before the House of Commons, 
which the autumn session is called to pass into law. 

It protests, not in the name of the Free Churches alone, but on behalf of 
the nation, because the Bill reverses the policy of the great Act of 1870 of 
making the education of the children the care of the State, and proposes instead 
to hand it over in great part, and, so far as an Act of Parliament can, secure 
permanence for ever to religious denominations. 

It protests because the Bill proposes to provide from the rates the whole 
cost of maintaining these denominational schools, and denies the ratepayers the 
power of appointment of teachers, whose salaries they are to pay ; and it does 
this avowedly that the atmosphere to be breathed in the schools may be 
denominational, not national. 

It protests, further, in the interests of education, which are gravely im- 
perilled by its closing the doors of the greater number of public schools against 
all teachers, however qualified, who wiU not pronounce the shibboleths of a sect, 
while, by imposing a test which debars teachers from public employment 
because of religious belief, and thus inflicting an insult and injustice on the 
whole teaching profession, it must lower the standard of education in all the 
schools of the country. 

It protests, too, in the name of woman, whom the Bill robs of the place 
which, since 1870, she has held in the education auth(mty with such advantage 
to the children of her own sex and to the tone and methods of education 
throughout England. 

And it protests against these wrongs the more strenuously because the Bill 
is a reversal of previous legislation which was not announced, and could not 
have been foreseen at the last general election, and is thus being forced through 
a Parliament elected on entirely different issues, and largely by the votes of 
men who are profoundly opposed to this retrograde legislation. 

But, while mus protesting as English citizens against a Bill which they 
believe to be injurious to national interests and an infringement of their civil 
rights, the Executive of the National Council of Free Churches protests 
supremely against the Bill because in adopting and maintaining, as the 
schools of the nation, the schools of the priest, and granting the right to 
teach in them dogmas which are repugnant to their deepest religious con- 
victions, the Bill Erectly invades the sacred realm of conscience, and to these 
provisions — in full recognition of the gravity of its decision, but with the know- 
ledge timt they are speaking for many thousands of religious, intelligent, and 
patriotic men — ^the Council once more declares that it will never submit. 

For aU these reasons the Executive of the National Council of Free 
Churches makes this final appeal to the Government to withdraw the Bill, 
the passing of which must inevitably lead to civil strife unparalleled in recent 
times, and disastrous to the best interests alike of religion and of the State. 
And it urges this the more freely because it believes that a measure could and 
ought to be framed in harmony with the settled principles of English govern- 
ment, and violating no religious convictions which would secure for the children 
of England teaching at once thoroughly efficient and really religious. 
Signed on behalf of tiie National CouncU, 

W. J. TowNSBND, President. 

J. Moimo Gibson, Hon. Secretary. 

Thomas Law, General Secretary. 
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THE AUTUMN SESSION. 

On October 16th Parliament met for the autumn session, 
and the Bill was proceeded with. It had been 
Pm^QP anticipated that concessions would be made with 
ConoeBBionB a view to making a public representation on the 
to the Chnrcli. Boards of Voluntary School managers, half and 
half instead of one-third. No attempt on the 
part of the Government, further, was made to carry into effect 
the resolutions adopted at Mr. Chamberlain's Birmingham Con- 
ference. Some slight concessions were made, but these were 
very largely overbalanced by fresh amendments in favour of 
the Church. New clauses were introduced allowing the 
managers to charge the local authority rent for the teacher^s 
school-house where there was one, although these houses were 
many of them partly built out of State grants. The managers 
were also allowed to share with the local authority the endow- 
ments, amounting to about £150,000 a year. Finally, the 
managers were allowed to share with the local authority the 
fee charged to students. A new clause was introduced giving 
an additional sum out of the taxes for local education, and 
amounting to £1,300,000. 

Before these new clauses were put before the House, Mr. 

Balfour had announced that the measure would 

be forced through within a certain time by 

CompartmwSa. closure by compartments. Thus, by the use of 

* the gag and the guillotine, some of the most 

important clauses were forced through Parliament 

without one word of discussion. The third reading of the 

Bill was carried on December 3rd at midnight by a vote of 246 

to 123. The Bill was immediately carried to the House of Lords, 

where it was received and read the first time. 

IN THE HOUSE OF LORDS. 

The next day Earl Spencer presented the following petition 
from the National Council to the House Of Lords : — 

My Lobds, may it please your Lobdships, — The humble petition of the 
President and Secretaries of the National Council of the Evangelical Free 
Churches acting on behalf of the Council which is representative of all the 
Evangelical Free Churches of England and Wales, including — CongregationaUsts, 
Baptists, Methodists of all sections, Presbyterians, Society of ^ends, and 
others, numbering at least 8,000,000 adherents. 

Your petitioners desire humbly to approach your Lordships on the subject of 
the Education Bill now before your Bi^t Honorable House. They would call 
your Lordships* attention to tiie fact that this Bill, which is conscientiou^ 
opposed by half the religious population of the country, not only as injurious to 
Education, but also as unjust to themselves, and subversive of their rights as 
citizens, and which revolutionises a long-established educational system, was 
sprung without notice upon the nation, and has been forced through Uie House 
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of Commons by the aid of a majority confessedly seonred for an entirely 
different purpose. 

By the admission of the Oovemment themselves it is defective in draftsman- 
ship and in many places has failed to express what its promoters afiinn that 
they mean. Bat for prolonged debate and detailed discussion certain deficiencies 
would not have been remedied and certain obscurities would not have been 
elucidated ; and the amendments or alterations of the original draft have been 
voluntarily made or readily accepted by the Oovemment, and not carried against 
their judgment. Delay nas been caused not by obstruction, as the Prime 
Minister allows, but by the fact that vast educational changes were clothed in 
brief and vague phraseology ; and nothing short of the closest investigation has 
revealed the unworkable elements of the Bill. Many dubious provisions are 
even now awaiting clear and intelligible form at the hands of your Bight 
Honorable House. The drafting of the Bill is itself reroonsible for the length of 
time which the discussion of it has already entailed ana ought further to entaiL 

In spite, however, of these admitted deficiencies the closmre has been applied 
with more than usual frequency, and closure by compartments was finally 
adopted for the first time in regard to a purely English Bill — such closure being 
actually employed to carry new clauses without adequate deliberation ; and 
clauses which have been added since the adoption of the closure have, in most 
cases, aggravated rather than mitigated the objectionable features of the Bill. 

Your petitioners earnestly contend that these methods of Parliamentary 
procedure were not justified in the case of a Bill for which there is no immediate 
ursency, and which, so far as evidence is obtainable, is directly opposed to the 
wm of the majority of the people. 

Your petitioners understand that it is claimed by constitutional authority that 
your Lordships' House holds the place of a revising Chamber whose function iq 
to preclude, modify or delay hasty legislation, and to prevent a Government 
from making an unwise use of a chance majority to override the national will. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray your Lordships to exercise your 
constitutional right and to withhold your sanction from this highly contentious 
matter till it has been referred to the judgment of the country. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

(Signed) W. J. Townsend, President of tiie National Council of 
the Evangelical Free Churches. 
„ J. MoNBO Gibson, ) Secretaries of the National Council 
„ Thomas Law, ) of the Evangelical Free Churches. 

The debate in the House of Lords was made memorable by 
the eloquent utterance of the Bishop of Hereford against the 
Bill. " I regard the Bill," said he, " as embodying the policy 
of grab. I feel that that aggressive policy of getting all you 
can is bad enough in China and Africa, but I cannot endure it 
in the Church of Christ. That is the reason why I object to a 
Bill which will destroy the influence of the Church by cor- 
rupting its highest spirit." 
While the Bill was in the House of Lords a deputation of 
Free Churchmen arranged by the National Council 
lUmiiAti 4» waited upon some of the Liberal peers at Spencer 
'^^JjJJl^*^ House. Lord Spencer unfortunately was unable 
to be present. The following members of ^ the 
Upper House received the deputation — Earls 
Rosebery, Aberdeen, Beauchamp, Lords Brassey, Burghclere, 
Coleridge, Denman, Monkswell, Reay, and Tweedmouth. 

The President of the National Council, in a few able words, 
introduced the deputation, and in four or five speeches the 
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objections of Free Churchmen were presented in terse, con- 
densed form. Dr. Massie, of Mansfield College, Oxford, 
Mr. R. W. Perks, M.P., Mr. Robert Whyte, Rev. James Travis, 
President-elect of the National Council, and Dr. Clifford 
spoke, and then Lord Rosebery replied on behalf of the peers. 
" I confess," he exclaimed, in a passage that was echoed all 
over the country, "that if the Nonconformists of England 
submit tamely to the enactments of this Bill, I will not say 
that they will be weakened religiously, but I will say this, 
that in my judgment politically they will have ceased to exist.'* 
The object of the deputation was thoroughly obtained although 
they had no expectation that their action would produce any 
favourable effect for the present. 

When the Bill received the consideration of the House of 
Lords an amendment was introduced by the Bishop of 
Manchester, and carried, providing for damage by wear and 
tear to be made good by the local education authority. This 
amendment, although a breach of privileges of the Commons, 
was accepted by the Lower Chamber by means of an artfully 
conceived trick. 

An important joint meeting of the Education and Legal 
Committees of the National Council was held on December 15th, 
The following resolution was carried : — 

In view of the imminence of the Education Bill becoming an Act, the 
Executive of the Free Church Council records its deliberate judgment that 
the Bill does not provide the educational machinery which the country 
requires, while it increases and perpetuates the injustice from which Free 
Churchmen — parents as well as teachers — already puffer. It therefore empha- 
tically declines to accept the Bill as an educational settlement, and will 
continue to work to replace it on the Statute Book by an Act on national lines 
and really unifying education. 

But, in the meanwhile, it calls on all Free Churchmen, in the exercise of 
their rights as citizens, to use every effort in their own areas to secure the 
preparation and presentation of schemes which shall be as efficient educationally, 
and as little injurious to the interests of national education and of the Free 
Churches as they can possibly be made. 

The Executive of the National Council, by its Legal Committee and otherwise, 
will vigilantly watch the practical wording of the Act, and will be ready to 
advise its Councils as to action, and itself to take action as the need for it 
arises. 

The final struggle in Parliament was concluded on 
December 18th, when the Act received the Royal assent, and 
became the law of the realm. It will thus be seen that the 
National Council at every stage vigorously opposed the Bill. 

All through the discussion of the Bill in the House of 
Commons the General Secretary of the National Council 
attended the House, and was in constant association with those 
members who were leading the opposition. Dr. Clifford and 
other Free Church leaders were also frequently in attendance, 
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conferring with the Opposition, and using every effort to 
prevent ^e passing of the measure. 



PASSIVE RESISTANCE. 

Early in the education campaign a goodly number of Free 
Church leaders publicly declared fiiat if the Bill should become 
law in the form in which it then stood, they would be compelled 
conscientiously to refuse to pay the rate levied under the Act. 
This conviction, it was clear, was shared by a large number of 
Free Churchmen throughout the country. It was strongly 
urged by some that the Free Church Council should take 
action in the matter of passive resistance, though others from 
the first doubted whether it would be wise or right to attempt 
anything in the way of organisation in that direction. Some of 
those who had) determined personally not to pay the rate felt 
that as this was a question for the individual conscience it ought 
not to be organised. A special meeting of the General Committee 
was held on August 18th to consider the question, with the 
result that a communication was sent to each local Council, 
which, after briefly summarising what had already been 
done by the National Council, stated : — 

Before considering the next step in the crnsade it is important to observe 
that the BiU as it now stands is even more injnrions to 
national education and more unjnst to Free Ghorohmen than 
The Present when it was first introduced into Parliament. The deletion 
Poflitioii. of the optional clause from the Bill destroys by one fell 
stroke the School Board system throughout the country, and 
thereby deprives the nation of an institution which has wrought 
unspeakable good for the people. The Government in the first portion of the 
seventh clause, which was rutnlessly pushed through before the adjournment of 
the Session, has violated the constitutional principle that taxation and repre- 
sentative control should go together. 

Besides all this, the long-standing injustice to the teaching profession, and 

consequent injury to national education, not only is not relieved, but is made 

permanent by this Bill in all denominational schools, and as a matter of fact 

primary education in the rural districts is given over to the control of the 

priest. Therefore it now becomes necessary to inquire how we are to carry out 

the definite pledge given 1^ the Nati<mal Council deputation to Mr. Balfour on 

June 12th : — ** To the legislation which creates an ecclesiastical monopoly in 

the schools of the people we will not submit." 

The Executive has decided to consult the whole of our Councils as to the 

next and immediate step to be taken in resisting this Bill. 

Already there are indications that County and Borough 

Th v kWktk ^^^^^^ ^'^ likely to follow the example set by Carnarvon 

TII6 nezi ptep* gj^^ refuse to take the action necessary for carrying out the 

Act within their own area. To this work individual members 

of our Councils will be sure to ^ve their utmost aid ; but the 

question we now submit is as to vohat further work can be undertaken for 

the drfeat of thi$ meamre by our oum organieaUon f 

On the one hand, the conviction is widespread that we ought to organise for 
a** general resistance to the payment of the rate. This is urged on four 
grounds. 
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First, the Bill violates a vital and fundamental right of the constitution in 
denying Representative control to those persons who provide the f nnds for the 
maintenance of the institutions of the State. 

Secondly, it seriously infringes the rights of conscience in compelling men to 
pay for religious teaching which they firmly believe to be contnuy to the will 
and word of Qod, and injurious to the commonwealth. 

Thirdly, the Bill introduced at the bidding of the clerical party has not so 
much as a shadow of authority from the people, and is being driven through 
Parliament against their manifest will, notwithstanding that its enactment 
involves the most serious revolutionary change of the last hundred years. 

And, fourthly, it cannot be doubted that if we permit our schools to be 
deprived of their national character, and handed over to the Bomanising clergy, 
we shall inflict irreparable damage on the education of the children and 
seriously check the commercial, industrial, moral, and religious progress of the 
people. 

Those who hold most strongly that it is a duty to resist the payment of the 
rate, feel that it is due to the Government which has introduced mis measure, 
that if this conviction of the duty of resistance exists, we should take pains to 
let the Gk)vemment know it, and know it in its full strength and range ; not 
by any means as a threat, but merely as an important fact in the national 
situation, and one that ought to have full consideration in deciding whether 
the BUI should become law without an appeal to the judgment of the nation. 

On the other hand, it is alleged that while to refuse payment of a rate levied 
under an Act of Parliament, duly passed by King, Lords, and 
Commons, would be amply justified when demanded by the 

DiffionltieB of paramount claims of conscience, it may be reprobated by 
Aotion. some law-abiding citizens, who regard this as a political 
struggle which may, and should, be fought with the weapons 
provided in the constitution. 

It should also be borne in mind that when the rate is levied it will be for 
both classes of schools, denominational and national, and the demand note 
will include the general rate, so that it is likely those who refuse to pay will 
have to face the difficulty of being dealt with for non-payment of the whole of 
the rates; and, further, compound householders, who have the rates paid 
through the landlords, will be deprived of the opportunity of associating 
themselves with this form of protest. 

If after weighing all the considerations on both sides, you decide that, in 
your judgment, it is our duty to organise resistance to payment of rates, 
should the BUI pass in its present form, the question whether $uch resUtanee 
should be organUed now or deferred tUl a later stage wiU stiU demand your 
careful consideration. In considering this you should remember first, thai 
only a portion of the BiU has passed the Committee stage of the House of 
Commons, and the whole BiU can again be discussed on the report stage; 
secondly, the BiU, if passed into law, will not come into operation 
before March, 1903, and possibly not before the spring of the foUowing 
year; and thirdly, that schemes for the constitution of the education 
authority wUl have to be passed by the CouncU and afterwards by the Board 
of Education. 

Perhaps it should be added that, in the opinion of some whose position and 
service entitle them to consideration, a no-rate agitation in the country before 
the autumn session might weaken the position of our representatives in 
Parliament who have been maintaining so gaUant a fight, and who are pre- 
pared to wage it to the end. 

These difficulties, however, only make it more obvious that we should make 
the most thorough preparation we can for the defeat of this BiU. Accordingly, 
we submit to you the foUowing questions : — 

Do you, or do you not, advise the general enrolment of the names and 
addresses of those who feel that they are bound to refuse payment of the rates 
levied under this BiU if it should become law? 

Do you judge that such enrolment should be midertaken before October 16th, 
the date of the reassembling of Parliament, or left to some later time? 
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On October 6th a meeting of the Gtoneial ' Committee 
assembled, at which the General Secretary reported that 
out of 800 Councils 489 had replied, of which 29 were 
against enrolment, 48 were neutral, and 412 Councils were in 
favour of enrolment. After considerable discussion it was 
decided to send out the following communication : — 

On the 22nd of August we sent you a communioation concerning the 
Education Bill now before Parliament. 

For some time we had been urged by Free Churchmen in different parts of 
the country to undertake an enrolment of the names and addresses of those 
who felt that they could not pay a rate levied for the purpose of carrying out 
the provisions of the BiU already adopted by the Committee of the House of 
Commons, in case those provisions should become the law of the land. We 
were most unwilling to act in a matter of such extreme gravity without a direct 
appeal to the local Councils. We felt that the responsibility of refusing to pay 
a rate is so distinctively personal and individual tnat each ratepayer must be 
free to decide for himself what course he is bound to take, and we judged that 
each Free Churchman should say through his representatives in his own 
Council what he wished in answer to the question, <* Do you, or do you not 
advise the general enrolment of the names and addresses of those who feel that 
they are bound to refuse payment of rates, levied under the Bill if it should 
become law? " 

Moreover, the " conscientious objection " has been ridiculed by persons of 
eminence in the State, and by writers in the Press, and therefore we thought it 
desirable both to assure ourselves and to show to the world how widespread and 
intense the conviction ref^y is. 

In the letter sent we stated in the strongest manner the objections to, and 
the difficulties in the way of passive resistance to the payment of the rate ; and 
yet out of 489 replies there were only 29 against enrolment, and 412 for this 
procedure, 48 being neutral. Some Councils have not yet replied ; but the fact 
that so overwhelming a majority vote for enrolment leaves no doubt whatever 
as to the character and strength of the conviction and determination of the 
Councils. 

In view of this great body of opinion we are now prepared to receive the 
names and addresses of all those persons within the area of your Council who 
feel themselves conscientiously unable to pav the proposed rate. 

You will not forget that this is no more than preparation for an emergency 
which we fervently hope will not arise, and that our urgent business is to 
employ all our energies to prevent the measure from becoming the law of 
the hmd. 

An important meeting of the General Executive of the 

National Council was held on December Ist in 

Birmingham. It was the largest meeting of the 

C^^dtt^ Committee ever held. All shades of opinion were 

represented. A frank and full discussion took 

place on the next step to be taken. The question 

of the organising of the Passive Resistance Movement was fully 

considered, and it was found that on the question of the 

National Council undertaking this work, there was a decided 

but most friendly cleavage of opinion. But, as the President 

of the Council has put it, " every member of that body felt 

that the unity and solidarity of the National Council must be 

preserved. It has Imd a wonderful providential history^ and it 
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still has a gigantic career of usefulness before it in mtoy de- 
partments of national service. The difference of opinion on 
this point only drew the members present into closer bonds of 
determination to preserve the splendid organisation of the 
Council intact for future operation. The unity of the Council 
never showed itself more powerfully than in the discussion on 
this matter," The decision come to was practically unanimous. 
The following communication, which was sent out after the 
meeting to each local Council, explains the position and what 
was done 2 — 

Tou will remember that daring last summer the National CoonoU was 
urged from many quarters to take some action in reference to passive reaistanoe. 
In August a special meeting of the Oeneral Committee was held, at which it 
was decided to communicate with the local Councils in order to ascertain what 
was their opinion. A statement was prepared by a specially appointed sub- 
committee and sent to the Councils. This statement aimed at presenting the 
whole case, setting forth impartially, on the one hand, the reasons for adopting 
passive resistance as a policy, and, on the other, the objections entertained to it 
and the difficulties it would have to encounter. The Councils were asked 
whether they advised the enrolment of those who would refuse payment of 
rates should the Bill, in the form in which it then stood, become law. A large 
majority of the Councils advised enrolment, and the General Committee, in 
view of this return, decided that names should be enrolled at the Central Office. 
This has been done. 

The matter stood thus when the General Committee met at Birmingham 
to consider what our next step should be. This Committee was the largest in 
attendance ever held, and was representative of all shades of opinion. Up to 
this time the Executive had only committed itself to enrolling names. This 
brought up the whole question as to whether passive resistance should be 
orgimised. It is right that we should now frankly say that there are manj 
members of our Committee, and other conspicuous leaders, who are entirely 
opposed to organisation in this matter. Some of these state that they per- 
sonally will never pay the rate, but they do not believe in machinery when it is 
a matter of conscience. Their view is that immediately it becomes (Vganised 
it practically ceases to be a question of conscience, and loses its force. 

On the other hand, there are many who believe that this passive resistance, 
if it is to be effective, must be organised, and that there is now a great oppor* 
tunity for organising it. It will thus be seen that on this simple issue — and, o» 
ih\» only — ^the members of the Committee were sharply divided. The serious 
question arose as to how to meet this great difficulty and at the same time 
preserve our united force in general opposition to the Gk)vemment measure. 
Division would be disastrous even in the interests of Education. It had to be 
further realised that the National Council has other most important work to 
undertake besides Education, which would be seriously interfered with if our 
ranks were divided. 

Only one course seemed open to us, and on this the Committee were practi- 
cally unanimous, that as a Committee, not officially associated with the Coundl, 
had already been constituted, consisting mainly of members of the Executive, 
who believe in organised passive resistance, this work should be left in their hands. 
It was felt that in this way two things would be accomplished. It would endbU 
the OeneraZ Committee to continue a solid and perfectly united force of general 
opposition to the Oovemment measure, and would at the same time keep fuUy 
alive the passive resistance policy. 

The passive resistance Committee consists of the following amongst others : 
Bev. Dr. Clifford, Bev. B. J. Campbell, M.A., Dr. Townsend, Bev. Thomas 
Law, Bev. James Travis, Dr. Massie, Bev. J. Hirst HoUowell, Dr. Bendel 
Harris, Bev. S. B. Lane, Mr. George White, M.P., Mr. Bobert Bird, J.P., and 
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Prinoipal J. A. Mitchell. This Committee has decided not to imdortako anj 
work outside pasilve resittaaoe, and that it shall cease to exist when thiis 
method of resistance is found to he unnecessary. 

The names enrolled will he dealt with by this Committee. Names can still 
be sent on to the Central Offices, Memorial Hall. 

WhUe passive resistance is being organised by a Committee of enthusiastic 
leaders thoroughly united on this question, strenuous opposi- 
tion to the Act will be continued by the Council on lines that 

Othep Forms call for immediate action. We shall watch the administration 
<tf C^poiitioii* of the Act at everr point, and it is hoped that a number of 
Town and County Councils will be induced to refuse to levy 
a rate in support of Voluntary Schools. In cases where this is 
not done, it may be deemed best for Free Church Councils to co-operate in 
working the Act in order to minitm^ as far as possible iu injusHcet, and to 
take advantage of any opportunity it may give us. In such cases we recom- 
mend Free Churchmen, in the exercise of their rights as citizens in their own 
areas, to secuie the preparation and presentation of schemes which sh^ be as 
efficient educationally and as little injurious to the interests of national 
education, and to the Free Churches, as they can possibly be made. We hope 
to send shortly suggestions which can be made the basis of these schemes. 

It would also be an advantage if each of our Secretaries would send us the 
names and addresses of those Progressive members of County and Town 
Councils who are opposed to the Government measure. We should then be 
^ble to keep these members supplied with information of what is being done in 
all parts of the country, and then endeavour to bring about a common line of 
action. 

There are many legal difficulties to be faced. We have, therefore, arranged 
for the Legal Committee of the National Council to meet on the first Thursday 
of each month to consider matters raised by the local Councils. Our Secre- 
taries are invited to submit any difficulties that may arise to the Committee. 

The National Council is also about to publish immediately an education 
legal handbook. It will contain a complete text of the Opvemment Education 
Bill, with full explanatory notes, showing how the working of it will affect 
the Free Churches. All necessary legal information will be given. The volume 
wHl also contain a historical sketch of education in England and Wides from 
the Nonconformist standpoint. 

We may also state that representatives of the National Council are in 
special consultation with foremost educational experts, and it is expected that 
the Annual Council meetings at Brighton will be made the great occasion for 
launching a definite education policy. 

In order that our position may not be misconstrued, we repeat here that we 
adhere to the attitude taken in our circular to the Councils dated October 6, 
1902. We again emphasise that in our judgment the Bill does not provide the 
educational machinery which the country requires, while it increases and per- 
petuates the injustices from which Free Churchmen, parents as well as teachers, 
aheady suffer. We, therefore, emphatically decline to accept tiie Bill as an 
educational settlement, and will continue to work to replace it on the Statute 
Book by an Act on national lines and really umf jring education. 

Belying on your hearty support in the great fight before us, 
We are. 

Yours truly, 

W. J. TowNSEND, President. 

J. MoMBo Gibson, Hon. Secretary. 

Thomas Law, General Secretary. 

FIGHTING THE ACT. 

Recognising that immenee harm was made possible to 
education by the Act, and that if Free Churchmen were not 
fuller alert every advantage would be taken by the clerical 
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party to make the very most of its ambiguous provisions, the 
National Council came unanimously to the opinion that while 
making the destruction of the Act its primary aim, Councils 
should co-operate in the working of the Act in order to mini- 
mise as far as possible its injustices, and thus endeavour to 
secure that the working of the Act should be as efficient 
educationally and as little injurious to the interests of national 
education and the Free Churches as it could possibly be made. 
The following letter was sent to all the local Councils : — 

At a speoial meeting of the Education (Committee held on Tuesday last, it 
was decided to send a commanioation to the local Gouncils urging the following 
forms of immediate action in reference to the new Education Act. We have 
arranged the points in the order in which, in the majority of oases, they will 
be found to be most urgent, but, in some cases, local circumstances may render 
it undesirable to follow strictly this order. 

L — ^Ttoit Attention to these is a matter of first importance, as 

Deeds. during the next few weeks the Trust Deeds of many thousands 
of schools will be altered, and attempts made to establish 
permanent ecclesiastical control. Nothing but the immediate 
alertness of Free Churchmen in each district can prevent this. 
It will be found that there are numerous schools in different 
parts of the country which either have no Trust Deed, or 
where the Trust Deed is of a generally undenominational 
character. We urge, therefore: — 

(a) That your Council at once ascertain if there is a 

Trust Deed to all schools within its area; 
(6) That in all cases where there is no Trust Deed, or one 
of a generally undenominational character, steps 
should be taken to secure that the new deed, or any 
alteration of the existing one, shall be such as will 
strengthen the undenominational character of the 
school; 
(c) Wherever possible the co-operation of members of 
the Church of England should be obtained in pre- 
venting Trust Deeds being altered to a more 
ecdesiastloal basis. 
Where there is no Trust Deed, or an unsatisfactory one, 
and where Transfer (see paragraph 3) is found undesirable or 
impracticable, we advise your Council to communicate with 
us, with a view to the drawing up of a suitable Trust Deed, 
n. — BdiqmeB The Act lays down that every scheme shall provide for the 
for the appointment of *' persons of experience in education, and of 
Ckmititution of persons acquainted with the needs of the various kinds of 
Bduoation schools in we area for which the Council acts.*' It is of great 
Committees importance that such appointments should not be made on 
Under the Act. the nomination or recommendation of outside bodies, but by 
the free choice of the Council itself. We urge you to bring 
pressure to bear upon your representatives in support of 
these views, so that those who are chosen may be selected on 
the ground of educational fitness in the judgment of the body 
which will itself administer the Act, and not as representing 
any outside interest. 
in. — ^The We recommend that an offer should be made to transfer 

Transfer of all denominational day-schools to the new educationiJ 
Sohools. authorities on the best terms possible, where satisfactory 
arrangements can be made that the authorities shall them- 
selves carry on the schools. 
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IV.— BaaistaiiM We advise you to urge the C!otinoil to resist by all the 

to the Svil means in their power the evil tendencies of the Act, and at 

Tendencies of the earliest possible moment to demand enlarged powers for 

the Actk and the the control and management of all publicly maintained 

Enlargement schools. 

of Powers. Also we urge yon to bring pressure to bear on the (Councils 

V. — Seetarlaa not to allow sectarian instruction in the higher schools, col- 
Instmction in leges, or hostels, provided by the local education authorities, 
Higber Schools, as is allowed in Part 2, Section 4, and Sub-section 1 of the 

Education Act. 
VL — ^The Local It is desirable that you should use the utinost vigilance 
Operation of in watching the local operations of the ^ct ; and that you 
the Aot. should carefully note and re|K>rt to the Committee of the 
National Council at the Memorial Hall (1) any action tendinis; 
to lower the standard of Education, (2) any instances of 
the introduction of Bomanising practices and teaching into 
the schools, and ^3) any acts of clerical injustice. 
vn. — ^Educa- The majority of the people apparently do not yet realise 
ting PnUlo the extent to which this Act robs them of self-government, 
Opinion. and employs their contributions to public fxmds in an uncon- 
stitutioxud manner. We advise, therefore, that you continue 
holding public meetings and distributing literature, especially 
emphasising these two points. 
For the effective carrying out of these suggestions, and other important 
suggestions which will be sent later, it may be desirable for each Council to 
appoint a Special Education Vigilance Sub-Committee. 

W. J. TowNSEND, President. 

J. MoNBO Gibson, Hon. Secretary. 

Thomas Law, General Secretary. 

Since receiving this communication nearly all the Councils 
throughout the country have appointed Vigilance Sub-Com- 
mittees, and these Committees have got to work, or are pre- 
paring to work. The Central Office has been flooded with 
correspondence raising all kinds of points affecting Trust 
Deeds, the Transfer of Schools, and many other matters. In 
order to deal with the most difficult matters the Legal Com- 
mittee has met at frequent intervals, while all questions that 
were capable of an immediate answer were dealt with at once. 
Great assistance has been given in dealing with this mass 
of intricate and often very difficult correspondence by Mr. J. 
Bamford Slack, B.A., the Hon. Legal Adviser of the National 
Council, Mr. E. C. Rawlings, author of "The Free Church- 
man's Guide to the Education Act, 1902," and Mr. Sydney 
Robjohns. A special meeting of the Federation Secretaries 
was held in London on January 14th ; with two exceptions 
every Secretary was present. Three hours were spent in con- 
sidering the relation of Councils to the Act, and. in seeking to 
adopt uniform methods of action. Great unanimity prevailed. 
Mr. Bawlings and Mr. Slack were invited to be present, and they 
gave much valuable information. The, Secretaries have since 
had meetings of their Federations. The Act will be persistently 
fought everywhere. Some will offer passive resistance, while 

15 



210 FEDERA TION REPORT, 

others will seek to defeat the Act in its very working. Some 
will dp both. 

A number of Members of Parliament and Progressives 
closely in touch with the House of Commons 
formed themselves into a Committee whose main 
^S^ttee? ^^^^^®^ ^^ ^ promote a united education 
policy for working the Act in the country. Dr. 
Clifford, Mr. Robert Whyte, and the General 
Secretary were the three representatives sent from the National 
Council. A meeting was held at Westminster of Progressives 
from all over the country, and a common line of action dis- 
cussed. 



THE CAMPAIGN 

IN THE PROVINCES. 

The Education Campaign was taken up in a remarkable 
way by the whole country. Practically every city, town, 
and village in the land held at least one meeting of protest 
against the educational proposals of the Government. It 
would be impossible to record in anything like a detailed way 
the marvellous and enthusiastic efforts put forth all over the 
kingdom by Free Churchmen with the object of defeating the 
Education Bill. The Free Churches have been absolutely 
united, and the Councils fully alive on the question, and the 
hints and suggestions sent out by the National Council have 
been eagerly taken up by all the local Councils. 

We print brief reports of what has been done in a few of the 
larger towns in the country, together with brief references to 
what has been done in other places. 

BIRMINGHAM. 

The Council was represented at the Conference of Delegates 
held in St. James's Hall, London, under the auspices of the 
National Council, on April 15th, when the Government 
proposals were condemned with practical unanimity, on con- 
stitutional, educational, and religious grounds. 

At its meeting on April 28th the Council discussed the 
measure, and adopted a strongly- worded resolution against it. 
On June 19th the Council was represented at a Conference 
held in the Temperance Hall, and convened Tby the Midland 
Education League, with the co-operation of the West Midland 
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Federation, when the Bill was severely criticised and unani- 
mously condemned. On the evening of the same day a public 
meeting was held in the Town Hall, under the presidency of 
Lord Battersea, at which the Council was also represented. 
The Churches have worked splendidly in the circulation of 
literature. By house-to-house visitation and general distribution 
10,000 pamphlets have found their way among the people. 

On September 23rd a great demonstration was made against 
the Bill in the Town Hall. Mr. R. W. Perks, M.P., presided, 
the speakers being Dr. Clifford, Rev. James Pickett, of Notting- 
ham, Rev. F. L. Wiseman, B.A., and Mr. W. Roberts. A 
Special Vigilance Committee has been appointed, while the 
organising of passive resistance has been left to a specially 
constituted body outside the Council. 

BRADFORD. 

Since the meeting of the National Council in this city a year 
ago, the question of the Nonconformist attitude to the 6ovei*n- 
ment's proposals and enactments has been constantly debated 
both in private and public, and definite action has been taken. 
The first move was the holding of a public meeting in Horton 
Lane Chapel, addressed by the Revs. J. H. HoUowelland A. T. 
Guttery. This was followed by district meetings throughout 
the city. In September the Council met twice to discuss the 
subject of " Passive Resistance." This was done at considerable 
length, and with free expression of divided opinion. Questions 
were submitted to all the candidates at the November elections, 
and the result of the contest was a net loss of two Conservative 
seats on the City Coimcil. In addition to such direct action, 
touch has also been kept with other organisations working in 
opposition to the Government's scheme. The Anniversary of 
the Council took the form of a numerously attended gathering 
in the Mechanics' Institute, at which Messrs. A. E. Hutton, M.P., 
C. P. Trevelyan, M.P., and W. Runciman, M.P., were present. 
When the Bill had become law the Council decided in favour 
of a Citizen's League, and a special committee was appointed 
to undertake its inauguration. The League is now a fact. 
The Rev. E. R. Barrett, B.A., is the chairman of the Executive, 
Mr. E. Horsfall, treasurer, and Mr. James Riley, secretary. To 
this new organisation the whole matter has now been delegated. 

BRISTOL. 

Test, questions upon the Education Bill were drawn up by the 
Council and submitted to candidates for the municipal elections. 
In November a special Committee was appointed to watch the 
progress of the Bill and organise the opposition of the Council 
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to it. A great demonstration to protest against the Bill was 
held at the Colston Hall on the 16th of February, at which Dr. 
Clifford and Mr. Lloyd-George, M.P., were the chief speakers. 
A scheme for giving effect to the Education Act has been 
adopted by the City Council, a disposition prevailing to co- 
operate towards getting the best possible workout of a defective 
machine. Mr. O. H. Oatley has thrown himself into the cam- 
paign with praiseworthy ardour. 

CARDIFF. 

Cardiff Free Churchmen from the first have been most 
determined in their opposition to the Bill. The Cardiff School 
Board, formed in 1874, has always had an unsectarian majcHrity 
amongst its members, notwithstanding that the Church party 
has several times attempted to gain ascendancy at the triennial 
Elections. The Educational work of the Board has been of an 
exceptionally satisfactory character. The Free Church Council 
of the town at the outset opposed the Bill and continued to 
hold large meetings with speakers such as Revs. Dr. Fairbaim, 
J. Hirst HoUowell, Dr. Aked, C. Silvester Home, M.A., and 
others. At the Municipal Elections in November, four seats 
were attacked by the Free Church party — ^two of which were 
won by large majorities. In other wards where Free Churchmen 
were attacked by supporters of the Bill, the seats were held by 
increased majorities. Mr. Robert Bird, J.P., a member of the 
National Council Executive, a former member of the Town 
Council and an ex-Mayor, was one of the attacking party, and 
was successful in ousting a supporter of the Bill with a majority 
of 201 votes. During the fight the F. C. Council caused to be 
distributed throughout the town some scores of thousands of 
leaflets of various kinds. Since the passing of the Act, the 
Rev. James Baillie, a prominent Baptist Minister, has under- 
taken the formation of a Committee as a distinct body from 
the F. C. Council for the purpose of organising the Passive 
Resistance meetings of opposition to the Act. 

DARLINGTON. 

All stages of the Education Bill were closely followed by 
leading Nonconformists of Darlington. In June a largely 
attended public meeting, to protest against the passing into law 
of the measure, was held, and resolutions unanimously agreed 
to- The annual meeting of the South Durham and Cleveland 
Federation was convened here in October, and afforded another 
opportunity of placing the views of the membersi of the Free 
Churches before the public. By great assemblies, the aid of the 
Press, andpersonalletters to Members of Parliament, the whole 
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subject has been kept well to the f ore^ and at no distant date 
every energy of the Council will be concentrated against the 
measure, liom the Free Churchman^s standpoint this Quaker 
town will assuredly not be behind other places in active hos- 
tility to the invasion of their rights. 



HULL. 

In the month of April last a large and influential meeting 
was held in the largest building in Hull, which was followed 
by a number of Ward meetings. At these meetings literature 
was distributed bearing upon the Education Question. Li 
September the candidates retiring from the City Council and 
seeking re-election were seen in order to ascertain their views 
on the Government measure. As many as favoured the Free 
Church position were supported, and four candidates were 
brought out to fight those who did not. All the Free Church 
candidates save one were returned. A scheme was then drawn 
up for future elections. A number of Free Church councillors 
were induced to bring a resolution before the City Council 
opposing the Act. This was, however, lost by a considerable 
majority. Another large meeting was held to protest. In the 
outlying districts meetings have been held with very great 
success. The Rev. J. E. Shephard, the Council Secretary, 
writes : " I think the best work has been done by the Federation 
working the villages and small towns. . . . We have distributed 
literature in many out-of-the-way places." 



LEEDS. 

The Council arranged for some 64 meetings all over the 
city, which members and others conducted— the largest in 
Wesley Chapel addressed by Dr. Clifford and Rev. T. Nightin- 
gale, with an attendance of 2,000 persons. They formed a 
Nonconformist Committee, which took an active part in the 
North Leeds Election, the first of a series of Bye-Elections, 
which showed that popular feeling was against the measure. 
The Council was conspicuous in the great Demonstration on 
Woodhouse Moor on September 20th, when 100,000 of the men 
of the West Riding did what their fathers had to do before to 
impress a Government that its proposals were reactionary. 
Every opportunity that offers for expressing the popular voice 
is readily seized, as the crowded Coliseum testified when the 
Congregationalists brought to the city Rev. Silvester Home, 
M.A. ; and again on February 2nd the same building was 
packed with 4,000 to 4,500 people when Dr. Clifford gave 
one of his fighting speeches on behalf of the Liberation 
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Society. The Executive is now busily engaged in watching 
the development of the new scheme that the Corporation is 
forming for taking over the schools of Leeds. Vigilance is 
the word, and an attitude of watchfulness and readiness 
is enjoined. 

^ LEICESTER. 

On April 3, 1902, a conference of delegates from the Borough 
and County Liberal Associations, the Women's Liberal Associa- 
tion, the Leicester Free Church Council, the Leicestershire 
Federation of Free Church Councils, and the Leicester Educa- 
tion League, was held to consider the best means of giving 
effect to the strong feeling aroused against the proposals 
contained in the Education Bill. There was a good attend- 
ance of delegates, and a Committee was formed to organise 
meetings in opposition to the Bill. The campaign was opened 
on April 30th, when a great gathering assembled in the Leicester 
Temperance Hall, and was addressed by Mr. E. Robertson, K.C., 
M.P. A series of protest meetings was arranged in the town 
and county, at all of which resolutions protesting against the 
Government measure were passed. Petitions were prepared, 
and a number presented to the House of Commons. A con- 
siderable amount of literature was distributed at the meetings. 
Organised resistance has been vigorously carried on through the 
summer months, and was brought to a close by a town demon- 
stration on October 20th, when five different processions marched 
to the Market Place, nearly 10,000 people being present, and by 
a united Town and County protest in the Leicester Palace on 
October 25th, where crowds assembled from all parts of the 
county to hear Mr. Lloyd-George, M.P. The Committee had 
the assistance, among other speakers, of Mr. Broadhurst, M.P., 
Mr. R. Bell, M.P., Mr. M. Levy, M.P., Sir Charles McLaren, M.P., 
Mr. F. Maddison, and Mr. Clement Edwards. To i^e ceaseless 
activities of Mr. J. M. Hubbard and Rev. E. B. Woods, Secre- 
taries respectively of the Council and Federation, the signal 
success of the campaign is largely due. 



LIVERPOOL. 

There has been great unanimity in resolute opposition to the 
Government measure during its passage through both houses 
of Parliament. Eleven meetings in different centres were con- 
vened by the Free Church Council, when enthusiastic audiences 
assembled in every case. The Picton Hall gathering was 
addressed by Mr. H. Watts, Councillor Short, of the Trades 
Council, and Dr. Aked. Not more than twelve in an audience 
of 1,600 supported the Bill. The greatest . readiness to co- 
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operate with the Council everywhere prevailed, while Liverpool 
Liberalism was united and enthusiastic in its condemnation* 



MIDDLESBROUGH. 

Upon hearing the report of their delegates to the St. Jameses 
Hall meeting the Council resolved upon immediate and strenuous 
action. Soon the town was well posted with large placards 
with strong protests and appeals to the public. About 50,000 
copies of leaflets and pamphlets were distributed by the 
visiting bands of the respective Churches. A large hall was 
taken for public meetings^ several of which were held, and 
with growing attendance and interest. Amongst the speakers 
were Mr. Jos. Walton, M.P., Mr. Herbert Samuel, M.P., 
and Eevs. Dr. Clifford, J. H. HoUowell, and D. L. Ritchie. 
Letters were sent to local members, and memorials to the 
Prime Minister and others. Petitions placed in church 
lobbies on a given Sunday were signed by some 1,500 
attendants and duly presented to the House of Commons. 
A campaign in the district was organised by a band of 
enrolled speakers, including Alderman J. F. Wilson, Coun- 
cillor Jos. Calvert, Mr. E. T. John, Revs. J. G. Hopkins, 
E. B. Mahon, J. G. Bowran, R. EnsoU, and others ; 
while meetings were held at Ayton, South Bank, Eton, 
Grange Town, Saltburn, Redcar, &c. At the municipal 
elections in November the Council addressed a series of 
questions to the candidates. Of the ten wards five had no 
contest ; opposition to the CounciPs nominee in a sixth was 
withdrawn ; a seventh was fought on another issue. In the 
remcdning three the candidates who supported the CounciPs 
position were all returned. A Parliamentary contest occurring, 
the Council worked vigorously ; the Education Bill was unques- 
tionably made the issue, and Mr. Herbert Samuel was returned 
by a greatly increased majority. 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 

The Education struggle in the North of England began as 
feir back as 1899, when the Government showed their deter- 
mination to upset the understanding which was entered into 
in 1870. 

When the Education Bill was introduced, the district 
Federation resolved to organise one hundred meetings in the 
counties of Durham and Northumberland. This number was 
afterwards increased by forty. 

All through the spring and summer the agitation continued 
without any cessation. Speakers were sent to the cities and 
large towns, and even to small villages and hamlets. Every- 



2i6 FEDERATION REPORT. 

where the greatest unanimity prevailed. Resolutions were sent 
to leading members of the Government and to local Members 
of Parliament in large numbers, protesting against the action of 
the Government in forcing the Bill upon the unwilling nation. 
Literature was distributed, sermons preached, lectures delivered, 
and postcards sent to local members. 

In Newcastle itself sectional meetings were held, large 
demonstrations organised, and addresses by popular speakers, 
at the door of the factories, during the dinner-hour, delivered. 
To focus this feeling, it was decided to hold a great County 
Conference in the city,and to invite the Members of Parliament, 
the magistrates in the two counties, together with the aldermen 
and councillors, and representatives of the Churches. Seven 
hundred Free Churches sent delegates. This was followed by 
a great popular demonstration in the evening in the Town 
Hall, when the spacious building was packed in every part. 
Seldom has there been such an assembly in the hall, and never 
one more perfectly united and determined. 

It formed a significant indication of the deep-seated repug- 
nance the Government measure has excited in the most 
important cities of the North. 

NORWICH. 

Opposition to the Education Bill was inaugurated by a large 
Public Meeting in the Dene Side Wesleyan Chapel, pre- 
sided over by Rev. J. Shaw, President of the Council, and 
addressed by Rev. J. Hirst HoUowell, Rev. J. Smith, and Dr. 
E. E. Blythe. This was followed by a series of sectional meet- 
ings in connection with the Free Churches of the city, which, 
afforded opportunity for all the Churches to give expression to 
their own views on the Bill, and to enlighten the members 
respecting its provisions. Resolutions strongly condemning the 
measure were passed at all the meetings. At Trowse Rev. J. 
Fulton presided, and Rev. W. Gill and Mr. W. Scarles carefully- 
explained the Bill. Here the Vicar of the parish attended and 
attempted to defend it on the ground that it was the first 
attempt at popular control over "Voluntary" Schools. But 
the meeting unanimously determined to oppose the Bill. These 
meetings were fully reported in the daily press, and so rendered 
invaluable service to the county of Norfolk. Possibly this 
would account in some measure for the stand taken by the 
City Council of Norwich and the County Council of Norfolk, 
both of which Councils passed a series of resolutions strongly 
against the Bill so far as many of its clauses are concerned, and 
suggesting a very reasonable solution of some at least of the 
vexed questions involved in the controversy. In this struggle 
the old city has played its part well. 
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NOTTINGHAM. 

Soon after the Bill was introduced into the House of Commons 
the Executive met and passed a strongly worded Resolution of 
Protest against it, copies of which were forwarded to the Prime 
Minister, Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman, the Education Depart- 
ment, and local Members of Parliament. It was also decided 
that the Council should join in the National Gkithering at St. 
James's Hall, and the Rev. T. B. Caukwell and Mr. J. W. Russell 
were appointed as representatives. The latter next day pub- 
lished a splendid report in the Nottingham Express. This 
was afterwards printed in the Free Church Record and widely 
circulated in city and county. 

In May a great Citizens' Meeting was organised by the 
Council and held in the Mechanics' Hall. Councillor A. W. 
Black presided, and a Resolution protesting against the Bill was 
moved by Mr. Hy. Ashwell, J.P., seconded by Rev. G. Hill, M.A., 
and supported by Mr. Fred Maddison, and although the meeting 
was a crowded one, representing various classes, only about half 
a dozen hands were held up against it. 

In September a Special Meeting of the Council was held, when 
there was a five-sixth majority in favour of passive resistance. 
Every attempt possible has been made to enlighten the public 
as to the evil principles of the Bill and to arouse enthusiasm in 
fighting for a truly national system. The " No Rate " move- 
ment is a citizens' movement, and though mainly supported 
by members of the Council, is entirely distinct from it. 

The Council has formed a Vigilance (Education) Committee 
to consider and take action as may be necessary with respect to 
the working of the Act. The Council is thoroughly united in 
its desire to get rid of this measure, and no effort will be 
spared to pave the way for such a system of Education as shall 
place the children of our land in possession of the very best the 
State can give, untrammelled by sectarianism of any sort. 

SHEFFIELD. 

The Education Question has received a large share of atten- 
tion. The Executive has sent resolutions to Members of 
Parliament and others as occasion required. A great demon- 
stration in the Albert Hall on September 25th, presided over by 
the Rev. W. Locke-Smith, and addressed by the Rev. J. Scott 
Lidgett, M.A., Mr. Beaumont Morice, and Mr. H. J. Wilson, 
M.P., gave the needed stimulus to the protests that followed. 
At the municipal elections the candidates were interrogated as 
to their views on the Education Bill, and each candidate who 
answered the questions satisfactorily received circulars urging 
the citizens to support them. Some 11,000 of these circulars 
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were issued. The Rev. R. J. Campbell, M.A., of Brighton, laid 
the Council under great obligation by his lucid and forcible 
exposition of the Bill, as did also the Rev. H. T. Smart. 
Representations have been made to the Committee of the C^ty 
Council, to whom has been committed the duty of drawing up 
the scheme and suggesting the Committee for the administration 
of the Act, asking that democratic interests may be secured as 
far as ever the Bill will permit. The Executive has been con- 
stituted a special Watch Committee to note the working of the 
scheme, and to take such action as may seem to be necessary. 



MISCELLANEOUS NOTES ON THE 
PROVINCIAL CAMPAIGN. 

Great meetings were held in the Armoury at HUDDBRSFIBLD, 
besides a number of smaller demonstrations for the town and 
suburbs. 

At BURSLEM a mass meeting was held in the town, addressed 
by Dr. Townsend, the President of the National Council. 

Mr. W. Plimmer, the energetic Secretary of the HiNDLEY 
Council, circulated some thousands of pamphlets and engaged 
in a newspaper controversy with the Vicar. 

A large demonstration was held in the Corn Exchange, 
Bedford. The member for the borough was afterwards 
invited to attend an afternoon conference. 

Barnstaple Council distributed over 50,000 leaflets through- 
out North Devon. A most successful demonstration was held, 
addressed by the member for the borough. 

Ramsgate, Margate, and Broadstairs Councils united 
in a village campaign for the purpose of awakening and stimur 
lating the villages in the Isle of Thanet on the Education 
Question. 

The Falmouth Council distributed information on the Bill 
to every house in the town. 

HOLSWORTHY Council sent a petition to the local M.P., and 
three or four petitions to the Devon County Council. 

The demonstration at Spennymoor was described as "the 
largest, most orderly, and most enthusiastic public meeting 
ever held in Spennymoor." 

At Walsall about 15,000 handbills were distributed on 
the question. 

At YOBK a mass meeting was held, under the presidency of 
Mr. J, S. Rowntree, M.P. Convincing addresses were given by 
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ReTS. Dr, Bruce, of Hudderefield, and Mr. James Pickett, of 
Hull. 

A deputation of the SWANSEA Free Church Council waited 
on the Town Council to present a copy of a resolution passed in 
public meeting against the Bill, and asking the Council not to 
administer it if passed. The Town Council adopted a motion 
which declared its inability to carry out any provisions of the 
measure which violated the principle that public money should 
be spent under public control. 

In the Trowbridge district a torchlight procession marched 
through the streets, and a public meeting was held in the Town 
Hall, when Mr. Charles Morley, M.P., and local speakers gave 
addresses strongly protesting against the Bill. 

With a view to exposing the real purpose of the Bill, in July 
the WiGAN Council posted the town with cartoons, which 
proved to be an effectual method of educating the man in 
the street. The cartoons explained in a very forcible manner 
the meaning of Lord Cecil's " Two Doors " — one leading into 
the school, and the other from the school into the Church. 

At Toft, near Cambridge, the teacher dismissed from the 
Church school is conducting her separate school in the village, 
and has a good attendance. 

The miners and the quarrymen in Nbwcastle-ON-Tyne are 
strong in their condemnation of the Government Bill, and resist 
the .measure in every way open to them. Workmen generally 
manifest righteous indignation at the measure being forced 
through the Commons by a mere mechanical majority. 

The Wales Congregational Union has warmly supported the 
decision of the CARNARVON County Council not to put the 
Education Bill into operation in that county unless due provi- 
sion is made for the control by the public of institutions entirely 
supported out of public money. 

Mr. A. A. Whitlock, Secretary to the Chbw Magna and 
District Council, when presiding at a protest meeting against 
the Bill at Bishop Sutton, said that he had notice from the 
Vicar not to hold a meeting, as he (the Vicar) was in sole 
charge of the village. 

The result of the municipal elections at PEMBROKE, after test 
questions on the Education Bill had been submitted to each 
candidate by the Council, was the return of Mr. Rees Phillips, 
Congregationalist and member of the Free Church Council, 
Mr. Penny, Churchman, and Mr. Norris, Presbyterian. At 
Pembroke Dock, Mr. W. Phillips, Baptist, Mr. W. Smith, 
Wesleyan and prominent member of the Free Church Council, 
and Mr. J. Lawrence, Wesleyan, were returned. In each case 
seven candidates were nominated. 

At the autumnal meetings of the No^lTH-WEST SURREY 
Council are solution was adopted to send petitions against the 
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Bill to local Members of Parliament irrespective of party poli- 
tics. Memorials were consequently sent signed by members of 
Churches at Woking, Walton, and Hersham. 

A test question was made of the Education Bill at the muni- 
cipal elections at Petebborough, the local Council taking an 
active part. In the East Ward a Liberal and a Conservative 
retired, and two Liberals were sent back with swinging majori- 
ties on a record poll. In the West Ward the two retiring 
Conservatives were opposed by one Liberal, who was jointly 
nominated by the Liberal Association, the Free Church 
Council, and the Trades Union Council. The Liberal was 
triumphantly returned at the head of the poll. 

The artisan and working-class section of Hblston and neigh- 
bourhood have taken a keen interest in the opposition to the 
Bill. At a public meeting on November last the Chairman 
looked upon their attitude as so important as to call special 
notice to it. 

At Norwich the Council took active part in the School 
Board election, with the gratifying result that three of its 
candidates were returned out of six. 

Election for School Board at St. Albans in May showed the 
strong flow of the tide against the Bill. The Vicar of St. Peter's 
(the largest and most important parish in the city), who three 
years ago headed the poll with 1,700 votes, on this occasion was 
rejected with only 926 votes. The Rev. H. W. Taylor, a Pro- 
gressive, headed the poll with 1,500 votes. 

The Stafford Council issued a manifesto in connection with 
the Borough Council election in reference to the Education 
Bill, and the poll resulted in one gain. 

Fareham Council is taking steps with a view to a simul- 
taneous presenting of conscientious objections to the religious 
teaching in the National Schools. It is intended to ascertain 
the names of Free Church parents, and endeavour on a given 
date that all who have not as yet taken advantage of the Con- 
science Clause shall do so in order to form a solid Free Church 
protest. 

At ROOHDALE 20,000 persons attended a mass meeting 
against the Government Bill. 

Municipal elections at PORTSMOUTH were largely fought on 
the Education Bill. The Anglican Church party brought out 
two or three candidates against the Council's nominees, but the 
Council's candidates were returned. ^ 

From five different parts of LEICESTER processions marched 
to the Market Place for an open-air demonstration against the 
Bill. Sir Charles McLaren, M.P., Mr. Broadhurst, M.P., and 
Mr. M. Levy, M.P., addressed the assembly, numbering nearly 
ten thousand people. 

On the suggestion of Rev. Lewis James the BuiLTH Wblls 
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Council put in circulation among Nonconformists of the town 
500 copies of Dr. Clifford's correspondence on the retrogade 
Bill. 

Sermons against the Bill were preached at HASTINGS by Rev. 
J. E. Harlow (Wesleyan), Rev. J. Arthur Jones (Baptist), Rev. 
J. H. J. Beckhurst (Primitive Methodist), and Rev. H. Rodger 
(Baptist). 

IMPRESSIONS ON THE CAMPAIGN. 

Several of the leaders in the Education struggle have written 
their impressions of the Campaign in the country : — 

Rev. John Clipfobd, D.D. 

I have had fi^>ecial opportunities of observing the effect of 
the action of the Government in suddenly and without notice 
reversing its State education policy in the interests of Romanists 
and Anglicans. I have travelled north and south, east and 
west, and I can bear witness to the intense indignation which 
has been aroused not only in the Free Churches, but among the 
citizens of England generally. The consciences of men have 
been awakened and offended. They fear for their most sacred 
rights, and they are resolute in their determination to resist. 
Meetings large in number and more enthusiastic and resolute 
I have not seen. The agitation has quickened interest in 
Education, in the existence of the House of Lords, in the 
continuance of the Bishops of the Anglican Church in that 
House, and in the maintenance of the alliance between one 
(Thurch^and the Parliament. 

If our Free Churches fail in this hour of their country's 
need their " candlestick will be removed out of its place." 

Rev. J. Hirst Hollowbll. 

Never since 1870 and 1871 have the English Free Churches 
aroused themselves on Education policy as they did in 1902. 
As one who crossed England and Wales over and over again, 
and even visited Scotland, with tidings of the bad doings of the 
Government away South, I can testify to the splendid unity 
of our Churches in their protest, their principles, and their 
anger. 

Let no man judge of the depth and value of this agitation by 
its immediate results. Beaten on the floor of the House, the 
movement remains an unspent force in the country, and one 
day it will be a victorious force when the nation hears a general 
call to arms. The Free Churches, and the Free Church 
Councils particularly, have rendered a great service to England, 
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both by antagonising the evil policy of the Government and by 
building up in massive, visible form the constructive demands 
of the Churches and of Progressive educationists generally. 

The Oovernment paid no heed to national opinion, and took 
care to avoid electoral reference to the public judgment, save in 
the few significant bye-elections which it could neither prevent 
nor win. It took to its heart as allies all descriptions of vested 
interests — Clerical parties. Teachers' Unions, Irish Catholics, 
renegade Progressives, reactionary politicians who dared not 
face a General Election, and all that is antiquated and incorrigible 
in political thinking. Such a coalition can pile up majorities 
in the House of Commons, but it cannot muzzle for ever the 
country it misrepresents and betrays. 

Our course is clear. " We will not submit." We can never 
agree that the propagation of Romanism and priestcraft shall 
be made a function of the local government of England, and a 
charge upon the taxpayer and ratepayer. Municipal govern- 
ment and sectarian tyranny have no^ng to do with each other. 
What man has unrighteously joined together, God will help us 
to put asunder. 

R. W. Peeks, M.P. 

The Free Church Council was the first organised body to 
grasp the real object and effect of the Education. Bill. In^ired 
by Convocation and depending for its passage upon Anglican or 
Romanist votes, the Education Bill might have slipped quickly 
through Parliament had not the leaders of Nonconformity, both 
clerical and lay, fqrthwith taken the field, and compelled 
Liberal Members and political institutions to pay instant 
attention to the voice* of the Federated Free Churches. 

The Act is a bad one — bad for the children, bad for teachers, 
bad for the parents, and bad for the nation. It contravenes 
two principles dear to Free Churchmen, for it continues to 
impose sectarian tests upon the teaching profession, and it 
grants vast sums of public money for sectarian purposes 
without any semblance of real public control. How much 
worse would it not have been but for the persistent and 
vigorous opposition led by the Free Church Council! — an 
opposition which has brought into line every section of 
political Nonconformity. 

The Free Church Council has rendered incalculable SOTvice 
to the nation, and will render even greater by its continued 
organised opposition t6 an Act which is a disgrace to Parliament 
and an insult to the British people. 

J. COMPTON RiCKBTT, M.P. 

No one, qualified by the facts, could undervalue the 
strenuous campaign undertaken by the Free Church Councils 



THE EDUCATION CAMPAIGN. 223 

in opposition to the Government Education Bill. Altogether 
apart from numerous meetings which have been called for the 
particular purpose, the ordinary conferences, and annual 
^leetings of the Councils, have specialised upon the great 

Suestion of the day. Other matters, close to the hearts of Free 
!hurchmen, have been subordinated for a time to the engrossing 
topic. This dominant interest has crowded their gatherings, 
and given zest to the proceedings. Further than that, the Free 
Church Councils have frequently co-operated with citizens' 
meetings. Trades' Councils, and occasionally with Political 
Associations. This does not imply any commitment to party 
politics, but a concentration of forces upon one subject ; only 
natural, when the purpose is one and the same. By so doing. 
Free Churchmen have shown that this is not simply a religious 
difference, but a matter affecting the whole community. The 
working population, who are denied representative control, are 
the class contributing the children to the schools. 



THE PRESIDENT ON THE WORK OF THE YEAR. 

The Rev. W. J. TOWNSBND, D.D., writes : The year which 
has passed since our Council meetings in Bradford has been 
one of strenuous toil and anxiety. I have always led a busy 
life, but I seem not to have known what strain and care meant 
till the last twelve months. The Education Bill with its crude- 
ness, injustice, and wanton attacks upon constitutional freedom 
and Free Church equity, has demanded an amount of time and 
labour from many of our band which has been quite unprece- 
dented. 

As to myself, I have attended close upon one hundred public 
meetings held to protest vigorously against it. The following 
places amongst others I have visited and given addresses in : 
Nottingham (2), Malvern (2), Birmingham (2), Whitchurch (2), 
Sowerby (2), Bolton, East Ham, Aberystwyth, Liverpool, 
Dudley (2), Rochdale, Golcar, London, Colchester, Burslem, 
Wakefield (2), Coventry (2) Preston, Ealing, Stockport, Harro- 
gate, Hucknall, Sheffield, Wycombe, Manchester, Oldham, 
Hartlepool (2), Llandudno (2), Wimbledon (2), Marple, Bed- 
ford (2), Hull (2), South Shields, Benwell, Newcastle-on-^yne, 
Darlington (2), Exeter, Truro (2), Plymouth, Quinta near 
Chirk, Enfield (2), Newport (2), Pembroke, Pembroke Dock, 
Oxford (2), Colwyn Bay, Prestatyn (2), Fenny Stratford, 
Ilkeston (2), Rugby (2), Boston (2), Holywell. 

In all these meetings there was the greatest enthusiasm mani- 
fested against the Bill, and only in three cases was there even 
one hand held up against the resolutions which were passed 
protesting against it. Besides these public gatherings the 
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number of Oommittee meetings the s^gressive measure has 
necessitated has been very great, and with conferences with 
educational experts, meetings with the Bishops at Fulham 
Palace, interviews with Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman, Bart., 
Bight Hon. A. J. Balfour, Prime Minister, and the Liberal 
Peers at Spencer House, have both filled up an enormous 
amount of time and required most anxious attention. 

But most impressive of all the functions and engagements of 
the year were the solemn funeral services of Revs. H. Price 
Hughes, M. A., and Joseph Parker, D.D., men of unique character 
and position and whose places can never be refilled. Solemn 
and anxious as have been the engagements of the past year as 
above hinted at, it is sad to think that we have the prospect 
before us of a war for principle, faith, and freedom, which may 
be prolonged for many years, but which Free Churchmen are 
bound to wage till the right shall prevail. 

It was my privilege and honour to represent the National 
Council in the Abbey Church of Westminster on the occasion 
of the Coronation of their Majesties King Edward VII. and 
Queen Alexandra. It was a superb ceremonial, and the solemn 
tone which prevailed throughout, resulting from the recent 
dangerous illness of the King, was the most gratifying feature 
in the proceedings. The limited representation given to the 
Free Churches was an injustice to their position and influence 
in the nation and should never be allowed to occur again. 

I shall lay down my great office to which I was preferred by 
the favour of my brethren with great willingness, but in doing 
so I desire to give expression to my gratitude to Rev. Thomas 
Law, the devoted and able Secretary of the Council, for his 
helpfulness to me at all times, to my comrades and associates 
on the Executive and Committees for their loyal support and 
co-operation in the discharge of duties, often of a trying 
nature, but most of all to the God of all grace, for unfailing 
succour and encouragement in time of need. 
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Notwithstanding the Education fight in which the Councils 
all over the country have been engaged, the Mission work of 
the National Council has gone on as vigorously as ever. The 
United Missions in connection with our Councils have never 
before been so successful. In nearly every case, where the 
Missioners have been, crowds have flocked to hear the gospel 
message, and subsequent examination shows that the results 
have been permanent to a gratifying extent. 

Oipsy Smith has conducted Missions in the following towns 

during the year : Cambridge, Glasgow, South- 

Gipiy Smith. ^^P*^^5 Pontypool, Belfast, Stockport, St. 

' James's Hall (London), Homsey, Shoreditch 

Tabernacle, Greenock, Bamsley, Derby, Bolton, 

Brighton, Bradford, Swansea. 

The following brief extracts from the reports of these 
Missions sent to the Central Office may be interesting : — 

The Rev. C. Ensor Walters sends the following : — 

" The Mission conducted by Gipsy Smith at St. James's 
Hall last autumn was a notable success. Large congrega- 
tions gathered, and there were many cases of decision for 
Christ. The Gipsy, by his genial bearing and courtesy, 
won the affection of ttie entire staff of the West London 
Mission, by whom the Mission was organised. The late 
superintendent of the West London Mission, Mr. Hugh 
Price Hughes, was much impressed by the Gipsy's power- 
ful sermons, and lost no opportunity of stating his appre- 
ciation in public. The closing service, at which Mr. Smith 
delivered his lecture, *From Gipsy Tent to Pulpit,' will 
long be remembered. Mr. Price Hughes presided, and the 
hall was densely crowded. The lecture profoundly moved 
the vast audience. After the Mission the converts were 
urged to join some branch of the Church, and I am 
pleased to record that the majority have done so. The 
Mission is remembered with gratitude. Gipsy Smith is 
assured of the warmest welcome whenever he may visit 
West London." 

16 
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Rev. R. M. Ker, of Belfast, states :— 

" The Mission was preceded by much prayer, and by the 
distribution of over 50,000 handbills and constant house- 
to-house visitation, so that we felt assured of victory before 
the Missioner came. From the standpoint of attendances 
the Mission itself was a magnificent success. The total 
attendances numbered over 25,000 people, and hundreds 
upon hundreds were turned away night after night. 
From the standpoint of spiritual results we have never 
experienced anything like it. The Missioner did not 
depend on sensationalism or clap-trap to produce an 
effect, but preached the truth under the overwhelming 
influence of the Holy Spirit, consequently we had most 
glorious results. The converts numbered over 500. So 
far as we know, these were individually dealt with. 
Besides these we heard of many who decided in the quiet 
of their own homes. As to the abiding result of the 
Mission, the Central Mission was not the only place 
stimulated, as we have heard of many converts who 
returned to their Churches to begin to prosecute Christian 
work with all their energies. We ourselves received an 
impetus and strength which continues with us to this day, 
and many of our best workers are the converts of the Gipsy 
Smith Mission. One of the most wonderful effects of the 
Mission was its influence upon Sunday-school teachers. 
On several occasions Mr. Smith spoke strongly on the sub- 
ject of Sabbath-school teachers who have not yet learned 
Christ themselves, and scores of these found their way into 
the inquiry-room. The Mission also succeeded in reaching 
many of the non-church-going people, as on visiting the 
inquirers we found numbers of them who for years had 
never entered a place of worship." 

Rev. T. Morcom Taylor, B.A., of Glasgow, says : — 

" The Sunday services were held in the St. Andrew's 
Halls, which hold 4,500 people. These were filled forty 
minutes before the time fixed, and great nimibers were 
unable to enter. The Week-night Services were held in 
our own halls, which were crowded every night before the 
advertised time, great numbers each night being unable to 
gain a place. Over two hundred entered the inquiry- 
room, about three-quarters of whom stated a connection 
with some Church. About forty-five ministers in the city 
had names forwarded to them." 

Rev. Philip A. Hudgell, Derby, writes : — 

"The crowds were remarkable for Derby. The hallf 
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holding over 2,000, was besieged by those who were eager 
to hear, especially on the Sundays, and at the closing 
lecture very many were unable to obtain admittance. 
The converts, the number of which was 514, represented 
all the Protestant Churches of the town, no fewer than 114 
being connected with the Established Church. Derby has 
never seen the like before. It is felt that the influence 
upon the town will be seen for many a long day to come. 
At one of our Board Schools 'Pentecost' was the Bible 
subject one morning. ' Do you know any one to-day 
who speaks " with other tongues " ? ' asked the teacher. 
'Yes,' replied a boy; 'Gipsy Smith.'" 

Mr. George Cartwright sends us the following note : — 

"The eight-day Mission held at the Shoreditch Taber- 
nacle by Mr. Gipsy Smith in November last, was one 
which will long be remembered by those who took part 
in it. The Tabernacle is capable of seating 2,500 persons, 
and every night during the Mission the building was filled 
to its utmost capacity, and on several occasions the doors 
had to be closed and many had to go away disappointed. 
During the Mission between 450 and 500 persons were 
dealt with in the inquiry-room, the names and addresses 
of 445 being taken ; several of the inquirers, however, did 
not wish their names known, and therefore these were 
not taken. Many inquirers came from long distances, 
this being accounted for by the fact that many of the 
workers invited to the services those with whom they 
worked at their factories. We are happy to say that the 
great majority of the inquirers were young men and 
women, and for these we reverently thank God." 

Mr. J. E. Thompson, of Stockport, says : — 

" Central and conspicuous among the factories and 
buildings of our manufacturing town stands the Stockport 
Sunday School, which (with its branches) numbers 5,000 
scholars, and is the largest Sunday School in the world. 
It is undenominational in character, and for a century has 
lived in the affection and esteem of the people. This 
building was placed at the disposal of the Free Church 
Council for the Special Mission on terms which scarcely 
covered the cost of the electric light. The large hall 
accommodates about 3,000, and on several evenings it 
could have been filled twice over. A number of class- 
rooms were used as inquiry-rooms, and altogether there 
were about 1,500 inquirers. They were for the most part 
young people, and about 300 of them belonged to the 



228 FEDERATION REPORT, 

Established Chnrch. The names ai^d addresses of 2^1 
the inquirers were sent to their own ministers, with the 
strictest impartiality, whether they were ministers of the 
Church of England or of the Free Churches." 

Rev. Henry J. Perkins, of Southampton, writes : — 

" The Mission conducted by Gipsy Smith at the end of 
April and the beginning of May was in every way most 
successful. The large building, capable of seating from 
2,500 to 3,000 persons, was thronged night after night, 
and on the second Sunday evening it was estimated that 
more were turned away than got in. The appeals of the 
Missioner were most powerful, and will never be forgotten 
by those who were privileged to hear them. Between 300 
and 400 persons passed through the inquiry-rooms, of 
whom a considerable number have been added to the 
various Churches of the town. All the ministers co- 
operated in a most hearty manner, and there can be 
no doubt that Gipsy Smithes visit did as much good in 
stirring up the members of Churches as in arousing the 
'outsiders.' We are still reaping the fruits of the 
Mission." 

Rev. P. D. Tranter, of Bamsley, sends us the following 
note : — 

" From the first public gathering the hall was crowded, 
and during the week over 400 went into the inquiry- 
rooms. The known results do not stop here, for some of 
the brightest and finest cases were those who, at home 
or during the meetings, yielded themselves to the Saviour 
and afterwards told their own ministers of their decision. 
Nor if all who date their knowledge of Christ from the 
Mission were known would the list of results be con- 
cluded. The Churches have been greatly quickened, the 
ministers stirred, and the members brought together, so that 
they realise their essential unity as never before. On the 
last night, when the Missioner gave his ' life story,' people 
were waiting hours for the doors to open, and this in 
spite of a drenching rain which had continued all day." 

Rev. B. J. Cole, of Greenock, says : — 

" The Committee who had charge of the arrangements 
for the above Mission are strongly persuaded that it has 
resulted in widespread and permanent blessing to the 
town. The Town Hall, which accommodates about 3,000 
people, was densely packed at every meeting, while large, 
numbers were unable to gain admittance. It was fomid 
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necessary to close the doors every night about an hour 
previous to the time at which the meetings were advertised 
to commence, while on the second Sunday evening the 
hall was crowded in every part two hours before the 
meeting should have begun. The audiences were repre- 
sentative of every class in the community. In all about 
800 people were dealt with in the inquiry-rooms. Out of 
the 40 Protestant Churches in the town 39 had representa- 
tives among the inquirers; while two persons connected 
with the Roman Catholics professed conversion to Christ. 
Several other Churches in the locality were also repre- 
sented among the inquirers ; while persons from Glasgow 
and its neighbourhood, who were visiting friends and 
attended the meetings, were led to Christ. A meeting 
for the converts was held about eight days after the close 
of the Mission, and it is gratifying to know that fully 600 
of them were present. Conversions are still taking place." 

Rev, J. Howell Rees, of Griffithstown (Mon.), sends tis the 
following interesting report : — 

" At each service the crowds thronged the Market Hall, 
Pontypool. The Missioner in his own inimitable way caught 
the attention of the vast throng from the first, and held 
it throughout the entire Mission. The ministers of all 
denominations thronged the platform each night, and 
were quite enamoured of their fellow- worker in the Lord. 
A very large number of inquirers entered the inquiry- 
rooms — upwards of 350 persons. Some were already 
members of Churches confessing to lukewarmness and 
backsliding. The majority were scholars from the Sunday 
Schools and hearers from the vjwious congregations. A 
very deep and lasting impression was created among the 
regular churchgoing folk — hearers and members alike. 
This has been manifest ever since in the ordinary services 
of the sanctuary. Many Churches obtained large additions 
to their numbers." 

From Brighton the Report is : — 

"Without exception the Mission of Gipsy Smith in 
Brighton has been the most spiritually quickening ever 
known. All classes have been mightily moved. Some of 
the meetings were attended by the Mayor (a Churchman) 
and the Mayoress. One reason, perhaps, of its striking 
success was the spirit of prayer, and the general preparation 
that preceded it. The town was divided into thirty-three 
districts, and each Church made itself responsible for one 
district. The very first gathering in the spacious Dome 
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was SO thronged that an overflow meeting had to be held. 
And in this way crowds assembled day after day. 

''The Saturday midnight meeting stands out amongst 
all the other assemblies. A band of a hundred workers 
visited the public-houses and theatres the same night 
distributing invitations. A prayer meeting of 2,000 people 
was held at the Salvation Army Congress Hall for half an 
hour. Then from ten to eleven o'clock, headed by the 
bands of the Hove and Brighton Salvation Army, by 
ministers of Church of England, Methodist, Baptist, 
Presbyl^rian, Bible Christian, and Congregational Churches, 
and by members of the Salvation Army, Pentecostal League, 
Mission Halls, and Christian Endeavour Societies, a vast 
procession paraded the streets within a radius of a mile 
of the Dome. There was no singing ; but an orderly 
multitude, four deep, moving noiselessly in the centre of 
the roadway toward the place of meeting. The character 
of the audience in the Dome was conclusive enough that 
MEN of the right class, numbers of them from public- 
houses and places of amusement, were there. 

" No record can be attempted of the immense blessing 
the Mission has been. The fruit is being gathered in 
many directions." 
Numerous similar testimonies might be given. 

Mr. Lane conducted Missions in the following places during 
the year : Great Harwood, Eastwood, Totnes, 
Glasgow, Petersfield, Market Drayton, East Lon- 
Mr.W.R. Lane, don Tabernacle, Bodmin, Gloucester, Lisbum, 
Huddersfield, Burnley, Market Rasen, Bristol, 
Stourbridge, Devonport, Clitheroe, Blackpool, 
Doncaster. 

We print a brief selection from the reports we have re- 
ceived : — 

Rev. Sim Hirst, of Burnley, sends the following : — , 

" From the first to the last every one felt that there was 
a real, living, robust, and sanctified man at the head of the 
Mission. The message of salvation was directed to the 
heart, conscience, will, through the intelligence. The de- 
livery of the truth was characterised by logical force, 
deep earnestness, strong faith, and great boldness. Strength 
and tenderness blended in every message. The wooing 
note was there because the passion of the Cross filled the 
preacher's heart. One of the most powerful features of 
the Mission was the way in which Mr. Lane enlisted the 
interest and sympathy of the men of Burnley. At a mass 
meeting held in the Opera House on the second Sunday 
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afternoon there were over 2,000 men present, and hundreds 
had to be turned back. For over an hour these men 
listened with rapt attention to an address which insisted 
on the need of a clean heart in a clean body. The men 
had the Gospel preached to them by a man in deadly 
earnest, and most, if not all, of them felt its majesty and 
force. During the week of the Mission noonday services 
were held in several prominent mills conducted by ministers 
and town missionaries. These proved feeding grounds 
for the evening meetings. Sunday evening will not readily 
be forgotten. After a crowded service in the Opera House, 
Mr. Lane asked all who wished for prayer to adjourn to 
Bethesda Congregational Chapel, which was only a street 
or two away. In a few minutes the chapel was crowded, 
and a Pentecostal Prayer meeting was held. Many stood 
up to witness, to avow, and work for God. Ministers and 
deacons went to their homes that evening glorifying God 
for what they had seen and heard. We received the 
names and addresses of 150 who professed conversion 
during the Mission." 

The Secretary of the Stourbridge Council writes : — 

"Unfortunately the Churches uniting in the under- 
taking did not seem to realise the duty incumbent on 
them to make the most strenuous efforts in preparation. 
Hence the Missioner's task was a hard one, and during the 
earlier days he had much to do to stir up enthusiasm 
vhich should have been generated before his arrival. 
However, his labours, coupled with the eameiEdi Work of a 
small but devoted baiid, and aided by the Lord Himself, 
caosed the spiritual tide to rise, and towards the end a 
flood of refreshing came. Some forty or fifty persons 
professed conversion, and many of these it is hoped will 
prove useful additions to the several Churches. The last 
four meetings of the series were times of grace indeed, and 
Mr. Lane, as God's instrument, will long be remembered 
for his straightforward and manly addresses, and the way 
in which he caused light to shine into dark places." 

Rev. F. W. Bryan, of Bristol, says :— 

"Mr. W. R. Lane's Mission was of a most helpful 
chM^cter. The district is a difficult one, described as the 
* hardest ' in Bristol, yet the Missioner won the hearts of 
the people from the commencement ; the last three nights 
of the Mission there were very large audiences. We 
rejoiced over inquirers most nights of the Mission, and 
f^lso on the Sunday morning, when a strong, rough man 
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sobbed in the vestry, his cry, one of rejoicing, that ' he 
had not committed murder ' — although he had done every- 
thing else. The first Sunday afternoon Mr. Lane spoke 
to 5,000 people in the big Colston Hall, and the second 
Sunday afternoon to a large company of men in the 
chapel." 

Rev. Thos. Bentley, of Great Harwood, states : — 

"Our Mission in March last, conducted by Mr. W. R. 
Lane, was a time of deep spiritual awakening among us, 
not in tabulated results, though there were a few who 
openly confessed to finding Christ, but the effect upon the 
Churches was most manifest." 

Rev. R. Reid, of Eastwood, writes : — 

" It is impossible to tabulate the amount of good done 
by the Mission ; for, although one hundred persons passed 
through the inquiry-room, many more were deeply moved 
and impressed without making any open profession cf 
decision. In addition to the ingathering of new converts, 
the spiritual life of all the Churches united in the Missi>n 
has been quickened and revived ; the Churches themsel7es 
have been drawn into closer fellowship, a Free Church 
Council has been formed, and the spirit generated for 
more hopefully aggressive evangelistic enterprise and 
Christian activity." 

Of Mr. Lane's talks to men Mr. T. T. Waylett says :— 

"The manner in which the Missioner handled the 
subject — so frank, delicate, and brotherly — ^was tie ad- 
miration of very many ; it must do good." 

The Rev. G. G. MacArthur, Secretary of Market Draywn Free 
Church Council, writes : — 

" The services were held in the Town Hall, and extended 
over ten days. The Town Hall on week evenings was 
completely filled — ^a remarkable circumstance in an agri- 
cultural centre in mid-summer — ^and on Sundays it was 
packed. In a district where the Anglican communitj is 
very strong, and they have only a somewhat hazy notion 
of the real strength of Nonconformity in their midst, tkis 
in itself was an achievement which had capital effeit. 
The Mission, besides bringing all the Free Churches moie 
closely together, put new l^e into them, and they ai^ 
still benefiting from the visit of Mr. Lane. Scores fount 
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the ivay of life through Ml*. Lane's earnest appeals, regular 
churchgoers and non-churchgoers being among the 
number." 

Rev. T. Ferguson Porteous, of Huddersfield, writes : — 

" The recent Mission proved a great success. This is 
not used in the sense of a mere hackneyed phrase, but is, 
indeed, a grand fact. On the concluding evening, when 
Mr. Lane gave the story of his life, the place was packed 
to its utmost capacity, and working men, who came up 
from the mills in their smocks and working clothes, stood 
in the aisles and crowded even on the platform arormd the 
Oommunion-table, and it was an interesting sight to see 
the chairman, a large manufacturer in the district, sur- 
rounded by his own workmen in the House of God on 
that occasion. The total number dealt with as inquirers 
was over 150, and the work has been a most thorough one." 
Like records have come from all the other places visited by 
Mr. Lane. 

The Rev. J. Tolefree Parr conducted Missions in the following 

places : Hull, Edinburgh, Sheffield, Birmingham, 

Guildford, Mountain Ash, Glasgow, Whitehaven, 

Tol^cl' Paw. Spalding, Carlisle, Ilf ord, Scarborough, Melton 

' Mowbray, York, Wallsend, Todmorden, and St. 

Mary Cray. 

The following are extracts from a few of the numerous 

letters we have received : — 

Rev. Frank J. Gould, of Birmingham, says : — 

" During the whole of the ten days the work went well. 
The district we are in is in the centre of the city, and 
occupied chiefly by the poorer and more careless of the 
working classes. They are not opposed to religion, but 
have no excessive love for religious officials or institutions. 
Mr. Parr proved the right man for the effort we were 
making, and gained the ear of the people from the flrst. 
The chief results of the Mission were : (1) 113 gave in 
their names as converted. Fifty of these were, or are 
now, our Sunday-school scholars, about half of them 
seniors. The remaining sixty-three were mostly from 
the outside. (2) We took over sixty temperance pledges, 
and in more than one case this has meant the total 
renewal of the life. One man, who is now a Sunday- 
school teacher with us, was a year ago a wild and 
abandoned drunkard; during the Mission he was con- 
verted and has led a consistent and useful Christian life 
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ever since. (3) There were many in the neighbourhood 
not decisiyely moved by the Mission, but who have since 
allowed as to approach them, and some have become 
attached to one or other of our institutions, and we 
regard this result of the Mission as one of the most 
useful/' 

Rev. Benj. Fell, of Hull, states : — 

*' The services were rich in spiritual influence, and much 
blessing resulted. Some thirty adults professed conver- 
sion, and forty under fourteen years of age. There were 
several cases of adult conversion of singular interest, notably 
of men and their wives, who at once joined the Church and 
abide with us. A number of youths also, who give promise 
of becoming useful members. The afternoon Bible Read- 
ings were much appreciated, and were distinctly fruitful 
of good." 

Rev. Alex. Cowe, M.A., of Guildford, says : — 

" Mr. Parr began his work in Guildford on the day peace 
was proclaimed. This made it difficult to concentrate 
attention on the Mission. However, the attendances were 
good. His Bible Readings — the finest of the kind we have 
ever heard here — ^were greatly appreciated. Each night 
there were definite cases of conversion. But the deepest 
impression was made upon the young people. Some 
seventy of them remained to an after-meeting, and many 
of them professed faith in Christ. At my last Church 
meeting twenty-eight persons were received into fellow- 
ship, and a large proportion of them spoke of Mr. Piarr^s 
Mission as having led them to decide for Christ and join 
His Church. There are several others whom we expect 
shortly to see openly confessing the Lord, and these also 
were much helped by the Mission conducted by Mr. 
Parr." 

Rev. S. Horton, of Edinburgh, writes as follows : — 

" I have great pleasure in testifying to the good done here 
by the Rev. J. Tolefree Parr's Mission. There was a deep 
spiritual tone pervading all the services, the Bible Readings 
were especially helpful, and the Missioner never failed to 
secure the interest of his audience. The Gospel was 
preached in all its fulness, and while sometimes the 
addresses reached a high intellectual level, they were 
always couched in plain, lusty terms that all can under- 
stand. Our members and workers Were greatly benefited 
and inspired." 
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The Secretary of the Carlisle Cotincil writes : — 

" We look back on the experiences of the Mission with 
deep thankfulness to God. Mr. Parr is specially adapted 
for his work, and from the first won the confidence and 
esteem of all. The large Drill Hall, accommodating 1,200 
people, was comfortably filled each night, and on the 
second Sunday scores were unable to obtain admission. 
That service will long live in the memory of all who were 
privileged to be present, for the power of the Spirit was 
most marked, and many were led to decision. The 
children's gathering on the first Sabbath afternoon was 
remarkable for the evident impression for good made on 
the youthful minds and hearts, many teachers realising the 
answer to their repeated prayers for the salvation of their 
scholars. The Temperance meeting held on Saturday night 
was a new feature to us. A very large audience listened to 
a thrilling address on the evils of the drink traffic, and 130 
signed the pledge. Our British Women and other Tem- 
perance organisations rendered effective service, and were 
highly gratified at the marked success of their efforts. The 
men's mass meeting on the second Sunday afternoon filled 
the hall, and the pointed and practical address on gambling 
and its train of evils will never be forgotten. Not the 
least attractive feature of the Mission were the afternoon 
Bible Readings given by Mr. Parr. The subjects "v^ere all 
intensely practi(»l, and were dealt with in a most impressive 
manner. All the Free Church ministers entered heartily 
into the work, and had the joy of dealing with nearly one 
htmdred inquirers, all of whom are being carefully nur- 
tured in the Churches of their choice." 



Mr. W. H. Griffey, of Melton Mowbray, writes : — 

" We were all gladdened to find that whilst there was an 
entire absence of sensationalism, there was a steady growth 
in numbers, influence, and power. The afternoon Bible 
Readings conducted by Mr. Parr were among the best and 
most fruitful of the entire Mission. The number of people 
attending grew daily, and so great was the interest aroused 
and the blessing received that Mr. Parr was requested to 
give an additional Bible Reading, which he did on Friday, 
December 12th. The opening service for young men and 
women will ever be remembered. The mass meeting for 
men only was not only very well attended, but Mr. Parr 
gave the best of his brain and heart to the ' brothers,' as he 
delighted to call them, and many were deeply affected. 
At the Saturday night Temperance meeting the Lecturer 
gave such a presentation of facts and -figures, intermixed 
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with wit, sarcasm, and pathos as a Melton audience never 
before listened to." 

Rev. J. Goldthorp, of Hull, says : — 

"The services were all of them attended by great 
spiritual influence. The Bible Readings were clear, direct, 
and stimulating. The congregations began with 60, and 
increased on the last afternoon to 150. The evening ser- 
vices were very powerful, and it is difficult to understand 
how the appeals could be resisted. In fact with mtoy 
they could not, and during the Mission 118 names were 
received. The services most remarkable were the first 
Sunday afternoon among the young people, and the last 
Sunday evening, though each night registered results. 
The Temperance Lecture resulted in 86 pledges, and the 
Men's Meeting was very searching and successful." 

Rev. W. Wheeler, of York, writes : — 

"The Mission services conducted by Rev. J. Tolefree 
Parr in Wesley Chapel were felt to be seasons of remark- 
able spiritual power. The attendances were good, and the 
results most encouraging. Several went into the inquiry- 
room each evening. Mr. Parr threw himself heart and soul 
into the Mission. His pointed and fervent appeals, his lucid 
expositions, and his eloquent lectures made a profound 
impression. A special feature of the Mission was the 
week-day afternoon services, where the Bible Readings 
given by Mr. Parr were wonderfully instructive aiid 
helpful. On Wednesday during the dinner-hour the 
Missioner addressed a large assembly of men in the 
dining-room of the Railway Works. The Temperance 
Lecture on Saturday night on the ' Down Line ' was 
pronounced the best ever given here, and about ninety 
adult pledges were taken. The service for men only on 
the Sunday afternoon was also deeply impressive and 
effective." 

Mr. A. 6. Kennedy, of Whitehaven, says : — 

"Each day large open-air gatherings were held in 
different parts of the town during the dinner-hour, and 
immediately preceding the evening meeting. These had 
the effect of advertising the Mission amongst the working- 
class population. Another means adopted with the same 
object was a Bicycle procession. Each evening at six 
o'clock a procession of male and female workers rode 
through the chief streets carrying boards announcing 
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the meeting. On the last Sunday of the Mission the 
inhabitants of the town were somewhat startled by an 
entirely new f eatnre in Mission work so far as Whitehaven 
is concerned. A huge procession of men belonging to the 
various Bible Classes and P.S.A.'s of the town, led by the 
ministers and lay members of the Free Church Council, 
also accompanied by Mr. Parr, and headed by the Town 
Band, marched through the principal streets, returning to 
the Wesleyan Church, which was soon filled in every part 
by an audience of men, who listened with earnest attention 
to Mr. Parr's address, entitled ' Masks and Faces.' As to 
the results of the Mission eternity alone will reveal all the 
good that has been done by Mr. Parr's visit. Sixty-five 
entered the inquiry-room and decided for Christ. Many 
others told their ministers afterwards of the blessings 
they had received, but perhaps not the least important 
result was the effect produced upon the Churches, which 
were for the first time united together in a bond of love 
which we hope will not be broken." 

Space does not admit of giving all the interesting references 
to Mr. Parr's Missions which have from time to time reached 
the Central Offtce. 

Mr. Meyer's Missions were not intended to be directly Evange- 
listic, the purpose being to promote the efficiency 
w B ^^ *^® common Church life, and especially to help 
l^yc^ B^. ^^^ cheer Christian ministers and other workers. 
' ' From each centre visited — Manchester, Bury,Brad- 
ford, Barrow, Southport, Bacup, &c.— comes the 
gratifying testimony that this object has been abundantly realised. 
Amongst the methods adopted were : A Breakfast for minis- 
ters, a Meeting for Ladies, especially with regard to the Con- 
version and training of the young, a talk wiSi Sunday-school 
teachers, a gathering of City and Town Missionaries, Evangelists, 
and Bible Women, and a Mass Meeting for Men on the Sunday 
afternoon. The address on " Religion as applied to Public and 
Municipal Life " proved to be most stimulating. 

Alluding to this special work Mr. Meyer himself says : — 

" I am deeply impressed with the great need there is for 
the special work which I have been led to undertake for 
the quickening of the Churches. The work of the ordi- 
nary Missioner is more specially directed to those on the 
borderland, or on the outside ; but a preparatory work is 
needed for the Churches themselves. Probably this can 
be done best by one who is himself a pastor, and who has 
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SO far the confidence of his brethren that he may say. what 
is on his heart without being misunderstood. It is clear 
to me that in many places there is a spirit of worldliness 
and laxity in the Churches and the schools, against which 
the pastors find it extremely difficult to make an effective 
stand, and they hail, with a great good-will, the advent 
of another voice to accentuate and emphasise their own. 
Besides which, one is able to voice the ^uuiliar appeals, 
with which the New Testament abounds, for consecration 
and the devout life, with all the freshness and novelty of 
presentation which always attach to the Special Mission. 
It is clear that Christ Church and London claim me, and 
that my duty is there ; but these seven weeks have given 
me a greater assurance than ever of the vast blessing which 
may accrue to the Churches by meetings like those I have 
been conducting, and which deal not only with the 
spiritual life, but with municipal obligations, the Sunday 
School, and the life of the home." 

Of the rich fruitf ulness of Mr. Meyer's Missions, the follow- 
ing testimonies, among others, give abundant evidence : — 

Rev. T. J. Barker, Secretary of Barrow Free Church Council 
writes : — 

" Although Mr. Meyer's visit was not directly Evange- 
listic, I am glad to note that many were won from the king- 
dom of darkness to the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The most notable result of the Mission is the fact that 
the spiritual life of our Churches has been deepened, and 
as far as can be seen such is likely to remain. 

It is also worthy of note, that not only were the Free 
Churches blessed, but the Established Church as well, 
the Archdeacon of Fumess and other clergymen being 
present at the afternoon meetings." 

Rev. E. R. Barrett, of Bradford, states : — 

" From the fiirst Mr. Meyer took hold of the city, and 
each day the audiences increased, until at Kirkgate there 
was no room for the crowds, even aisles and pulpit stairs 
being thronged. The daily Bible Readings at my own 
Church were wonderfully well attended, and yesterday we 
had to open the gallery, the floor space being packed. On 
all sides I hear how helpful the services have been, and 
there can be no doubt that a wave of spiritual blessing is 
passing over this city. We are the more encouraged as 
there has been much to discourage us in the religious life 
of this town. We feel that with this rising tide the way 
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is well prepared fw Gipsy Smith's Mission. Mr. Meyer 
has worked hard, too hard for any man, having had four 
services on Sunday, closing with an enormous mass meet- 
ing in the Empire Theatre, and three services every day 
^nce, but his strength seems equal to every task laid 
upon him." 

Rev. John Heath, Bury, contributes this testimony : — 

'* Mr. Meyer's visit has done much to deepen the 
devotion of the members of our Churches, and to arouse 
interest on many important matters of religion and life. He 
has spoken strongly against some of the practices in con- 
nection with Churches and schools, especially dramatic per- 
formances. Considerable feeling has been aroused in some 
minds on this account, but there is no doubt it is a matter 
the Churches need to feice. Mr. Meyer discovered that the 
soil is very hard in Bury, and this is the experience of others 
labouring here. On this account his work was very 
diflficult, and sometimes pressed heavily upon him. At a 
Conference of Ministers, which Mr. Meyer attended, 
searching inquiries were made into the state of the 
Churches and the religious life of the town. Many 
ministers were present and took part, the Rev. B. Bowker, 
who has laboured here for over seventeen years, contri- 
buting very much to a proper understanding of the 
position of afEairs. 

In dealing with social and municipal life, Mr. Meyer 
took a high spiritual standpoint, and cannot but have 
deepened the sense of obligation in the consciences of 
his hearers. 

As regards the Council itself, Mr. Meyer has done 
valuable work, not only by forcefully demonstrating its 
place and value in the life of to-day, but also in giving to 
the Council something to think about, by suggesting lines 
of activity. 

The Report from Bacup states : — 

'' Gracious indeed has been the blessing attending this 
Mission of six days. Mr. Meyer began on Saturday with 
a Temperance Coiif erence in the afternoon and a Temper- 
ance Mass Meeting in the evening. Sunday was a full 
day of four services, beginning with an address to teachers 
and lay preachers as early as eight o'clock, and closing 
with a Goq>el Service in the evening for all. The meeting 
for men was distinguished by a plain talk on ^ How a Man 
may Keep Straight.' 

" Other activities during the week embraced : one 



240 FEDERATION REPORT, 

Confei^ence with Ministers, another with Sunday-school 
workers, and a third with Christian Endeavour Societies 
and Guilds ; a crowded gathering in Ebenezer Chapel, to 
hear an address on ' Religion as applied to Public and 
Municipal Life ' ; Sunday School and Young People's 
Meetings, and a Meeting for Ladies. A sermon on Thurs- 
day full of power and spiritual quickening closed the 
Mission. Seldom have eighteen such services been 
crowded into so short a space of time, and resulted in such 
apparent good. Rev. J. E. Swallow, General Secretary of 
the Bacup and District Free Church Council, writes : * We 
have had grand services, and a great spiritual blessing has 
rested upon us.' " 

Southport sends the report : — 

" Never, perhaps, has Southport been more stirred than 
it has been by Mr. Meyer's Mission. Crowds have attended 
the services on every occasion of his speaking, and the 
deepest impression has been produced. Equally at home 
the Missioner has been whether addressing parents in 
reference to the conversion and training of their children, 
talking in frank, brotherly fashion to Sunday-school 
teachers, or speaking as one of themselves to the members 
of the Young Men's Christiati Association. Always the 
right word of help or cheer or advice has been spoken. 
At the Thursday service, before delivering his fourth, and 
last, address on the ' Spiritual Life,' Mr. Meyer answered 
a number of questions which had been sent to him 
during the Mission. Among them were, * Do you believe 
in the Larger Hope ? ' 'Is salvation complete and ever- 
lasting, or may it be lost by intemperance ? ' 'Do you 
think it right for a Christian teacher, or any Christian, 
to chew tobacco ? ' 'Do you justify playing cards ? ' 
' Shall we know one another in heaven, and will families 
be united ? ' To all of these inquiries prompt and wise 
answers were given. 

"Hallowed indeed has been the Mission in every 
respect." 



THE TESTIMONY OF OUR EVANGELISTS. 

I.— Gipsy Smith. 

A few words about my past year's work. The year has been 
so full of blessing I know not where to begin. I have con- 
ducted sixteen missions in the largest centres of the country, 
and the biggest halls and churches have been needed. Every- 
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where the same thing may be said. No building has been able 
to hold the crowds that have wanted to attend the services. 
The results have been larger than in any year of my life, and 
what is most cheering to me is that from everywhere I am 
hearing that the work abides, and that the results are being 
still gathered in. The Mission spirit has not vanished with 
the closing meeting of my visit. Ministers and Churches have 
welcomed me as a brother, and have made my work a joy 
by the noble way they have sought to prepare for my 
coming, and the joy of harvest has been theirs. I would 
like again to tender my gratitude to all those who this year 
have helped in any way to make possible the glorious success 
which has been ours. I am delighted to find nearly everywhere 
a revival of the evangelistic spirit and temper. The Churches 
are on the inquiry. They are praying and seeking for the 
power which attracts and wins men for Christ. This is what 
some of us have been waiting for, and longing to see. We 
have watched and prayed and believed for this — ^to see the 
Church of Qod possessed with a piety and passion for souls 
that will send us forth to win the world for Christ. Surely 
this is our business as Free Churches, not only to preach, pray, 
and sing hymns, run a Church meeting-house with success 
financially, stand for so much social and political power, but 
above everything else we His servants, saved ones, members of 
His body, amba^adors of the Cross, must make men see — turn 
them from darkness to light, from the power of Satan to God — 
that they may receive forgiveness of sins and inheritance 
among those who are sanctified. Is not this om* mission ? 
Are we doing it ? Have we lost the power to convert ? May 
we face these questions, and answer them in the light of 
eternity. 

II.— Mr. W. R. Lane. 

It is exceedingly difficult for an evangelist to write about his 
own work — at least it seems so to me. My year's record must, 
generally speaking, be pretty much like that of the past ; for 
whilst it is true that every new sphere has its own peculiar 
phases of interest, yet the very nature of the work tends to some- 
thing of sameness in them all. The Missions of the past year 
have been for the most part full of encouragement, though some 
places stand out in my memory beyond others as instances of 
remarkable awakening and blessing. It could, I doubt not, 
be shown that in all these cases of outstanding quickening 
there was much earnest and united prayer long before the 
Mission began, as well as faithful attention to all the prepara- 
tory details on the part of the Churches and workers. Much 
prayer and great preparation mean great blessing and revival ; 

17 
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bnt little prayer and meagre preparation, little blessing and 
discouragement I I am not sure that we have had so much 
apparent blessing in the numbers of immediate decisions for 
Clurist as in some former years ; but there have been, I think, 
unmistakable signs of a deeper conviction of sin and of true 
repentance unto life. 

Our mass meetings for men on the second Sunday after- 
noons of the Missions have been times of solemn interest. 
Many thousands of men have during the past twelve months 
attended these demonstrations. I regard this as my greatest 
opportunity for reaching the godless crowds of men who are 
not attending any regular means of grace. 

We do not forget the young folk either. We have — as a rule 
on the fir%t Sunday afternoon of the Mission — a gathering of 
the young from the Sabbath Schools and Bible-classes, and 
much blessing has resulted from this part of the work. Many 
of the lads and lasses becoming interested at this service have 
attended the meetings during the week and been led to Christ, 
and so parents and teachers, as well as pastors, have been 
encouraged by seeing their prayers answered and their work 
rewarded. I heartily thank Gk)d for another season of happy 
work among our Churches, and for the brotherly sympatiiy 
and earnest co-operation of ministers and others in our Free 
Church Councils up and down our land. 

III.— Rev. J. ToLBPRBB Parr. 

The evangelistic passion revived by the Simultaneous Mission 
has during the year been intensified in every Council. The 
utmost harmony has existed among the workers of the 
various denominations, there has never been a discordant note, 
and the bond of union between the Federated Churches haa 
been greatly strengthened by the Missions. As might have been 
expected, the apparent results of the Missions have varied 
according to the measure of preparedness on the part of the 
Churches and other local conditions, but in every case a rich 
Divine blessing has been realised. Of course I desired to see 
large numbers of inquirers, and can rejoice to find the total 
reported exceeds 1,300. I have, however, been far more con- 
cerned that every Mission should prove a deep and abiding 
work of the Holy Spirit — the beginning, if possible, of a true 
revival of religion I 

Striking conversions have sometimes been reported after the 
Mission has ended. In one case a minister received sixteen 
new members into his Church, who bad been led to decision, 
but had given no sign during the Mission. 

The Bible Readings for the deepening of spiritual life have 
been signally owned of Gk>d. Experienced ministers have 
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repeatedly expressed their fervent gratitude for what they have 
described as " the extraordinary blessing " received by them 
and their people at these services. 

A strong ethical note has been sounded in every Mission. 
Immense assemblies of men have been faithfully dealt with in 
regard to the trinity of evils — gambling, intemperance and 
impurity — ^and not a few have been gloriously delivered from 
these and other besetting sins. SaturcUy evening — the working- 
man's holiday — ^has been devoted to the advocacy of temperance. 
At every lecture a number of pledges have been taken ; in some 
instances considerably over 100. Temperance workers have 
been encouraged and stimulated, and the Free Churches com- 
mitted to a more open and determined antagonism to the 
devilish and destructive traffic in strong drink. 

The one universal lament has been that the period of the 
Missions was too short, especially in the large centres of popu- 
lation. Again and again missioiLer, ministers, and workers 
have been unanimous in their conviction that if the Mission 
could have been protracted a week or ten days longer a very 
decisive and widespread work of God would have been wit- 
nessed, and a great harvest of souls gathered into the Kingdom. 
I am fully aware of the grave difficulties in the way of such 
an extension, but in view of their responsibility to the non- 
church-going masses, our Churches and Councils must sooner 
or later seriously consider this aspect of their evangelistic 
campaigns. 



OTHER MISSION WORK. 

Two years ago we reported the work of the great Simul- 
taneous Mission, with which the Free Churches 
of England greeted the dawn of the New Century. 
Binnin^am. To superficial observers the permanent results of 
the great effort may not now seem apparent, but 
from many quarters come testimonies to the effect 
that the influences of that great work are still with us. At 
Birmingham, for instance, where Dr. Clifford and Gipsy Smith 
were the missioners, 1,400 inquirers were personally dealt with, 
in addition to special evangelistic services in eighty churches, 
where 2,800 inquirers were dealt with, making a total of 4,200 
in a fortnight. What has become of these thousands of 
inquirers ? The answer was given early in the year when 
Gipsy Smith paid a retm'n visit to Birmingham. The 
ex-President of the Council, Rev. Enoch Salt, in welcoming 
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Gipsy Smith back to Birmingham, stated that the Council had 
taken great pains to conserve the results of the Mission. Of 
the 1,400 inquirers, in the Central Mission, 200 had been 
drafted at their own request to various evangelical Churches 
connected with the Establishment, thus demonstrating that 
there was no idea of proselytising in their minds. The 
remaining 1,200 had been allocated to different Free Churches 
in the city and district. The Council had since made careful 
inquiries concerning the status of the converts at both the 
central and the other missions, and from the returns received 
it would appear that 1,100 at least were put in good standing 
as Church members, while over 600 were still probationers. 

Another remarkable result of the Simultaneous Mission has 

been the extending of the movement to other 

countries. Last year we reported a Simultaneous 

ScSSo" Mission undertaken by the Evangelical Council 

in New South Wales. This was inaugurated as 

the result of reading reports of work done in 

England, and even greater work was undertaken in Australia 

during the following year. A Simultaneous Mission, in 

which no fewer than 214 Churches joined, was held in 

Melbourne, prominent parts being taken by Dr. R. A. 

Torrey and Mr. Charles Alexander, the two American 

Evangelists now visiting this country. The preparations for 

the enterprise were on the largest scale ; 16,810 home prayer 

meetings, extending over seven weeks, were held, fifty choirs 

were trained, and 2,500 Christians were drilled in methods of 

personal dealing with souls. Fifty evangelical preachers were 

engaged, and &^y halls and tents were used. The expenses, 

amounting to £3,000, were more than met by the collections. 

The result of these efforts was a widespread revival ; no fewer 

than 8,000 people in Melbourne professed conversion. 

Missions were also held in other parts of Australia in con- 
nection with the Councils of Churches (which 
Sydney came into existence through our National Council) 
Bimultaneoni culminating in another Simultaneous Mission at 
MiBsioih Sydney. The preparations for this effort were 
extensive and thorough. The Evangelical Council 
of Sydney appointed offtcers and a committee of the representa- 
tive men among the Churches, and wrote to hundreds of 
ministers asking for earnest, persistent prayer, so that in a few 
days Sydney was surrounded by a circle of praying bands. 
For weeks prior to the Mission, the city was posted with 
Torrey and Alexander placards, and the daily papers carried 
striking advertisements in their columns. These preparations 
were blessed by Ood in the same remarkable manner as at 
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Melbourne and other parts of Australia, thousands being 
brought to conversion. The revival has been described as the 
most marvellous religious awakening among white people that 
ever transpired south of the Equator. 

The General Secretary of the National Council has received a 
communication from Mr. D. A. Hunter, of Love- 
dale, suggesting that the Council should organise 
South AMoa. a great evangelistic campaign in South Africa. " It 
seems certain," says Mr. Hunter, " that there will 
be a great opportunity in the near future. The 
hearts of many have been turned to serious thoughts by the sad 
days through which they have passed. Hundreds are softened by 
bereavement. Surely in such well-ploughed soil the good seed 
should be sown, and sown freely. Moreover, a true revival of 
spiritual religion, reaching to British and Dutch alike, would 
do more than anything else to remove the bitterness resulting 
from the struggle." Similar communications have also been 
received from Rev. J. C. Harris, of Johannesburg, and Rev. 
C. B. Baker, of Cape Town. 

It seems probable that arrangements will shortly be made 
for a visit from one of the National Council missioners, Gipsy 
Smith or Mr. W. R. Lane. A Church Council exists in almost 
every town in South Africa, and these Councils are now being 
revived after the war. They are in constant communication 
with the Central Of&ce at the Memorial Hall, London.i 



FREE CHURCH PAROCHIAL 
VISITATION. 

The number of Councils that have adopted the Parochial 
Visitation System, it is gratifying to record, has been greatly 
increased during the past year. This work was greatly 
strengthened by the great Simultaneous Mission. It was then 
found necessary to systematically canvass the districts, and 
hence a proper division into " parishes " proved highly desir- 
able. "Wherever the scheme has been adopted and house-to- 
house visitation thoroughly worked good has always followed. 

A novel scheme of house-to-house visitation haft been adopted 

at Buckley, North Wales. Small leaflets have 

BneUey. been prepared announcing services at the various 

Churches, and these have been read by the visitor 

at every house visited. A clear and distinct reading of the 
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leaflet, with sometimeB a word or two of comment, has had a 
wonderful effect upon several of the he3rer8. The visitors 
announced the usual week-night services, and as a result many 
of the meetings have been attended by persons who were 
never seen at them before, and all round the elffect has been 
most beneficial. Mr. Joseph Davies, the Secretary, says : 
^^We are arranging that members of one denomination shall 
invite the people to a service of another denomination — 
the Wesleyans inviting the people to the Primitive Methodist 
Chapel, and vice versd. We expect that the impression already 
made in this direction will be greatly increased and that the 
sections of the one great Church (at least as far as Noncon- 
formity is concerned) will come closer together and thus 
become a far greater power in the district." 



The Spalding Council, which recently took up the matter, 

formed a Visitation Committee and mapped out 

the towh into twenty districts. As the Churches 

Spalding, were too close together and otherwise not suitable 

for forming a district to each Church, the Council 

decided to send two ladies to each district from 

separate Churches, i.e., one Wesleyan accompanied one Baptist, 

Eight visitors appointed from each of the five Churches met 

together and the spheres selected in consultation with the 

Committee. A lady superintendent was appointed, also a lady 

secretary. Each visitor was given a book for entering all names 

of persons who attended no place of worship, or would like to 

see a minister, or needed help. The Secretary, Mr. James 

Donington, reports : " The work has been very successful, and 

the ladies enter into it very heartily. It brings them much 

closer together. ... At our first meeting each coterie of ladies 

sat in separate corners from one Church and did not know the 

others at all from other Churches. Now they mingle together 

and sit amongst each other." 



At Marlow the town has been divided into districts under 

charge of lady visitors, and a large number of 

localised magazines are sold monthly. At Melton 

Other Towns. Mowbray every house in the town — about 1,750 

— has been visited by members of the Council at 

frequent intervals in the year. At Bamsley the 

town has been divided into districts, and systematic visitation 

has been attended with much success, at least one Church 

gaining several new adherents as one result. These are only 

typical instances of what is being done in many parts of the 

country. 
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From the very commencement of the Federation Move- 
ment, Parochial Visitation has been regarded as 
one of the main things that should be under- 
inapB. taken by each local Council. We again repeat 
that some years ago Mr. George Cadbury offered 
£5 to each Council of more than fifteen Churches 
(and from £2 to £3 to smaller Councils) towards the prepara- 
tion of parish maps. This offer still stands good, and has been 
taken up by some of the Councils during the past year. A copy 
of the paper on '* Free Church Parishes," reaid by Mr. Cadbury 
at Bristol some years ago, has been reprinted by the National 
Council and widely distaributed. The National Council has also 
issued a special pamphlet on " House-to-House Visitation," 
containing clear instructions of the method of working the 
system. This has had a wide circulation and has been of great 
service to the local Councils. 



OPEN-AIR SERVICES. 

Although the English summer of last year was of a somewhat 
varying nature, making open-air work very uncertain, services 
were held in connection with a great number of the Councils. 
In many cases, where it would not have been possible to conduct 
open-air services in connection with any one Church alone, 
services have been successfully carried on by Councils. 
Evangelistic committees have been formed in connection with 
many of the Councils to take the matter in hand. The Rev. 
F. B. Meyer's booklet, " Hints and Suggestions for United Open- 
air Services," has proved of great service in this connection. 
We only need to mention a case or two. At Aberystwyth an 
application was made to the Town Council for 
permission to hold open-air services in the East 
Iberysiwyth. Castle Grounds during the summer months. After 
considerable delay and hesitation on the part of 
the Council, leave was granted, and successful 
services were carried on in July, August, and part of September. 
The good that has been done by these services at a seaside 
resort like Aberystwyth can scarcely be estimated. 

At Enfield the recommendations of the Metaropolitan Free 

Church Federation in regard to Open-air 

Services were carefully studied, and generally 

Enfield. adopted. In connection with the work here, 

the Rev. George W. White writes : — 

" The Enfield Free Churches found it necessary 
to fix the date of their Open-air Mission from September 7th 
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to September 14th. Instead of arranging several centres for 
services, and expecting the people to come to us, we hired 
vans and went to the people. Every night during the 
Mission four or five vans were employed, decorated with 
Chinese lanterns, and bearing in front, in large letters, the 
words *Free Church Mission.* Each van had its appointed 
leader, speakers, and soloists, and was provided with har- 
monium, and other musical instruments, hymn-books, and 
tracts. Half -hour meetings were held by each van in different 
places during the evening. By this means the people in 
thickly populated streets and places, many of whom never 
think of attending a religious service of any kind, had an 
opportunity of hearing the gospel even at their own doors. 
It is cheering to know that some of this class expressed the 
hope that the vans would soon visit them again. 

In order to avoid confusion or misunderstanding, a *plan ' 
was printed and circulated amongst the workers, giving the 
names of speakers, localities to be visited, and all necessary 
details. At a glance each worker could see the place where he 
was expected at a certain hour. This arrangement worked 
admirably. 

The weather during the first few nights of the Mission was 
everything that could be desired — ideal weather for open-air 
preaching — and the gatherings of interested Christian friends 
around the vans were large. The closing meetings were some- 
what marred by rain. 

The method adopted by us might not suit all districts, but 
it had the attraction of novelty in our case, and proved 
successful. A week of prayer preceded the Mission. The 
expenses were more thwi covered by voluntary contribu- 
tions." 

The Corporation of Southport voted the use of the North 
Marine Park on the Promenade to ministers of 
the Established Church and Free Churches of the 
Bonthport town for services on Sunday evenings, to begin 
at 8.15. The privilege was granted in response 
to an application from the Free Church Council 
Executive, who had heard that the sacred concerts, which for 
the two previous seasons had been held, were not to be re- 
sumed. The Corporation, however, reserved the right to have 
the park for four Sunday evenings, so that sacred concerts 
might be given by the Imnd which it had engaged for this 
summer. 

The services began on Sunday evening, June 1st, under the 
leadership of Canon Honeybume, who is Vicar of Christ 
Church, and he also gave an address on the words ^^ All souls 
are Mine." His curate, the Rev. A. Cook, and Rev. Adam 
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Scott, of Chapel Street Congregational Church, also took part 
in the service. Five hundbred of Sankey's hymn-books had 
been provided for the services, and as they were all needed it 
will be seen there was a considerable congregation. 

The next service was conducted by the Revs. J. Rhys 
Davies (Baptist) and N. Bird (Primitive Methodist). At the 
third the Rev. Dr. Porter, of Ail Saints', was the speaker, and 
at the next the Rev. J. C. Sowerbutts (Wesleyan), President of 
the Free Church Council, was leader, the Rev. J. Mollis 
(Presbyterian) read Scripture, Canon Honeybume offered 
prayer, and the address was given by the Rev. Adam Scott, who 
had a good half -hour with his theme, " Christ and Individual 
Need." It was computed that over one thousand stayed 
throughout the service. 

These instances might be multiplied to show the good work 
that is being carried on, often under great difftculties, in con- 
nection with open-air services. 



TEMPERANCE WORK. 

While, of course, the Free Church Councils do not exist as 
Temperance organisations, yet the influence exerted by them in 
this direction alone is enormous. The past year has witnessed 
a great deU of temperance activity among our Councils, and 
there can be no doubt that the united efforts put forward in 
this way have been most helpful. 

Many of the Councils took up very enthusiastically the Free 

Church Pledge-Signing Crusade. This campaign 

was brought to a finish in January, 1903, when it 

Ctos^K ^^^ announced that half a million pledges had 

been obtained. As instances of how the Councils 

took up this work we will cite Sheffield, where 

the efforts of the Council resulted in the registration of nearly 

13,500 new pledges ; Holsworthy, where 635 pledges were 

obtained ; the Tottenham, Edmonton, and Enfield Council, 

where 327 signed the pledge ; South London, where about 

600, and Thetf ord, where about 200, signatures were obtained. 

These examples are taken almost at random. Many other 

Councils can show an equally good record. 

Many of the Councils were called upon to protest against the 
extension of hours for drinking in connection with the Corona- 
tion celebrations. In many cases appearances before the Bench 
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were successful, permission being refused. At Pulham a depu- 
tation waited upon the Borough Council, urging 
them not to accept the olffer of Bass and Co. for 
LilSSSeSr ^®® ^®®^ *^ ^® distributed. The Central South 
London Council passed a resolution deeply 
regretting to hear that it was proposed to intro- 
duce intoxicants at the Swing's dinner to the poor, and advising 
that all Free Church schoolrooms within its area should be 
placed at the disposal of the Committee only on condition 
that no intoxicating drinks were used on the premises. 

The good work done by the Councils in connection with 
the Brewster Sessions cannot be overestimated. 
Reports from all parts of the country show that 
SeiS^na'^rk. ^^ a vast number of cases where the Councils 
have entered a united protest against new licenses 
the latter have been refused. To mention one or 
two cases only-, at Blackpool attempts were stealthily made in 
the month of May to get the Licensing Committee to restore the 
music licenses to eight public-houses, which the Council had 
successfully opposed at the Brewster Sessions. "Advice of 
this device," says the Rev. William Welford, the 
Secretary, " reached us only at the last moment. 
Blackpool. Prompt and vigorous action was taken. Counsel 
was employed, copies of printed resolutions were 
sent to each Sunday School and Church connected 
with our Council — 16 — and these were judiciously submitted 
to the respective Teachers' Meetings on the Sunday afternoon 
and to the congregations in the evening, and unanimously passed. 
Next day they were put in as evidence at Court by our advocate 
and produced a profound impression upon the Bench, with the 
result that the applications were thrown out by an overwhelm- 
ing majority." 



At Exeter, applications having been made for a license for 

the county football grounds on special occasions, 

the Council entered into opposition successfully, 

Exeter. all the applications but one being refused. A 

deputation in conjunction with the one from the 

Church of England Temperance Society waited 

upon the magistrates, and urged them to investigate the house 

themselves. 

" We were well received," says the Rev. H. J. Barton Lee, 
the secretary, "and the magistrates have looked into the 
matter, with the result that at the coming Brewster Sessions 
thirty-four licenses are being opposed by the Chief Constable. 
Our solicitor is working hw'd with a sub-committee of our 
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Temperance Committee in getting evidence to support the 
police, and to oppose any they may have omitted." 

The Bury Council, at great expense, opposed successfully the 
granting of new licenses to nine large buildings 
and seven sites for hotels, besides applications from 
Other Towns, two villages near the town. At Bamsley the 
Council has for four years successfully opposed 
the granting of a drinking license to the theatre 
in the town, and this year, in spite of a determined effort, 
victory was again given to the Council. At Shirebrook the 
Council for two years past has successfully opposed the applica- 
tion for a license for a new hotel. Barnstaple Council 
petitioned the Licensing Magistrates respecting the reduction 
of licensed houses. There are at present one to every 176 
inhabitants. 

It is impossible to record anything like all the numerous 
efforts that have been put forward by the 
Councils in the direction of Temperance 
iSsSjns!^ teaching. Gospel Temperance Missions have 
been held in many parts of the country, and 
much good work has been done. One or two 
instances may be given : the Homsey Council engaged the Crouch 
End Opera-house for a Gospel Temperance meeting one Sunday 
evening after church hours. The house was packed. Straight- 
forward addresses were enthusiastically received, and much 
interest in I'emperance work was created. At Scotter, a week's 
Temperance Mission was held, three services being conducted 
in each of the Free Churches. In Loughborough United Tem- 
perance services are being held on the second Sunday of each 
month during the winter and spring, at each church in 
rotation, after the evening services. One of the most hopeful 
features of Temperance work undertaken by the Council is that 
of organising Temperance teaching in day schools. 



THE PRESERVATION OF THE 
SABBATH. 

Free Church Councils have done invaluable work in with- 
standing the rising tide of Sabbath desecration. Protests, 
coming in the name of the United Churches, have been 
effectual where similar protests made by individual Churches 
would have been disregarded. We quote a few of the instances 
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of work done in this connection which are simply illustrative 
of much other similar work. 

At York the evils of Sunday trade were brought before the 
Council, especially in the matter of the sale of 

Depntationg sweets and cigarettes to children. A circular 
to Looal was addressed to the Churches, asking for united 

Anthopities. action in calling the attention of the City Council 
to the question, and a deputation was sub- 
sequently appointed to wait upon the City Council, urging 
them to put the law relating to such trading into operation. 
As a result, a resolution to this effect was carried in the City 
Council. At Brownhills the Superintendent of Police was 
communicated with in reference to Sunday ice-cream vendors, 
and he promised to use his influence to put a stop to the 
nuisance, with the best consequences. The' Bournemouth 
Council joined the clergy of the town in a deputation to the 
Borough Council against Sunday trading, and were sym- 
pathetically received. A canvass on the question of Sunday 
closing was taken showing 6,222 for, 445 against, and 549 
neutral. Of the clergy and ministers, 92 were for, 3 against, 
and 3 neutral ; while of the publicans 6 were for, 6 against, 
and 6 neutral. Good results are already apparent from these 
efforts. 

At Bingley shopkeepers were waited upon, and as a result 
the practice of Sunday opening was discontinued. 
At Dalton-in-Fumess Sunday trading has been so 
S^w successfully attacked that all shops without seven 
days' licenses have been closed on Sundays. At 
Crewe, owing to the initiative of the Council, 
Sunday trading has been entirely suppressed in the town. The 
Council is now attacking the sale of Sunday newspapers. At 
Barrowf ord, as a result of the Council passing resolutions calling 
upon teidesmen to shut their shops on Sundays, many of the 
shops have been closed. Dartmouth Council got the Superin- 
tendent of the Police to prosecute Sunday traders, and shops 
were being closed. Unfortunately, however, the new Mayor 
gave a casting vote against convicting, and the Police dropped 
the measure. 

At Burslem urgent requests were made to the Town Council 
to suppress the growing evil of Sunday trading, 
and the calling of newspapers- on the Sabbath. 
andftrotoBtB. ^his has not been without its effect on the town. 
Bochester and Chatham Council protested against 
the running of Sunday trains. The Blackburn 
Council protested against Sunday concerts, declaring that the 
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introduction of any class of public concert on the Sabbath 
day would interfere with the purely religious spirit of that 
day. At Staveley, owing to the efforts of the Council, a certain 
Annual Demonstration was altered from Sunday to Saturday. 
The Southport Council expressed by resolution its disapproval of 
Sunday golf. At Bedford the Council has passed a resolution 
strongly deprecating " the course adopted by the Town Council 
in giving permission to the Town Band to play in the Park and 
Mill Meadows on Sundays. Previous experience goes to prove 
that while it induces large numbers of young people to forsake 
their respective Sunday Schools and Churches, it also encou- 
rages scenes of disorder." The Smallthorne, Bradeley, and 
Norton Council has delivered at every house in the town 
a printed letter on Sunday trading in sweets, cigarettes, 
&c. An appeal was made expressly for the sake of the 
children, and parents were asked to use their influence to 
discourage the growing practice. It is believed that if all 
the Councils throughout the country resolved to vigorously take 
up the Sabbath question very much would be accomplished 
in the way of suppressing many of the evils which are 
imperilling the sacredness and even the very existence of 
the Lord^s Day. 



THE GAMBLING EVIL. 

There are many signs that the gambling evil, so destructive to 
the best interests of the nation, is widely spreading. Free 
Church Councils have frequently been called upon not only to 
call attention to the disastrous results of betting and gambling, 
but to take emphatic action. 

At Shrewsbury, the attention of the Council was called to 
this growing evil in their midst. Early in the 
year a Committee was appointed to wait upon the 
BhNvibiiry. Mayor to urge him to use his influence to get 
certain by-laws brought into operation to clear 
the streets from what was, at the time, a disgrace 
to the town. This was done, and very considerable improve- 
ment was noticed in consequence. The Council followed this 
up by holding a public meeting on the subject, at which the 
Mayor presided, and the Rev. J. Tolefree Parr delivered an 
ad<ke80. 
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The Middlesbrough Council has had to oppose strongly the 
encroachments of bookmakers. A serious appli- 
cation was made for a recognised ^' place*' where 
MiddletbFoii|{h. the traffic could be carried on ^^ under police 
supervision, but free from police interference.** 
This application was refused, and the greatest 
watchfulness is now being exercised with regard to street- 
betting. 

At Stretford, the subject was taken up by the Council, and 

mainly through its efforts raids have been made 

Ridds, Deputa- ^y *^® police, followed by prosecutions, at several 

tions, Remon- centres of this terrible evil. At Houghton, gamb- 

ttranoes, fto. ling being very prevalent on a certain waste plot 
of ground in the district, the Council wrote to the 
owner threatening to draw public attention to the fact, but he 
at once put a stop to the nuisance by closing the ground to the 
offenders. At Horsham, in consequence of a deputation to the 
Superintendent of the Police, a conviction was secured against 
a bookmaker and the landlord of a public-house. At Putney, a 
branch of the Free Library Committee consented, at the request 
of the Free Church Council, to all betting news being blacked 
out of newspapers supplied to the reading-room. The Eccleshill 
Council reported to the police public-houses which allowed 
gambling. The Council has also circulated pamphlets on the 
subject. At Shirebrook, the Council wrote to the authorities 
respecting gambling in the public streets, and their action 
resulted in much improvement. The Bacup Council formed 
an Anti-Gambling League, which is now a strong organisation. 

Instances of this kind might be quoted in great number, but 
those given indicate lines of action which Councils may take in 
reference to this devastating evil. 



SOCIAL PURITY WORK. 

The good work undertaken by many of the Councils in the 

interests of social purity continues to bear fruit. 

The Central South London Council, of whose 

London, splendid work in this direction we gave a record last 

year, is still pursuing a vigorous campaign. The 

police report that there is not a single brothel in 

Stamford Street, which formerly was notorious for the number 

of them. It was probably the worst street in London. Mr. 

James Everett, the Secretary, reports : — 
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^^ The Campaign has been as greatly effective this year as any 
previous one, and we rejoice to record that during the year 
eighty-two brothels have been closed, fifty men and seventy 
women were charged with keeping disorderly houses, many of 
them convicted and sentenced to various terms of imprisonment 
of from one to four months, and fined in the aggregate £987. 
Since the commencement of the Committee's work in 1894, 350 
brothels have been closed in Southwark and Lambeth, and 
^iritual work rendered more possible, by the disappearance of 
much flagrant and open vice." The Council expresses its 
thanks to Mr. J. 0. Bairstow, mainly through whose instru- 
mentality these results have been brought about. Much of the 
financial and other responsibility has been borne by the 
Rev. F. B. Meyer, B.A. 



FREE CHURCHES AND PUBLIC 
INSTITUTIONS- 

During the year many additional Councils have secured the 
right of conducting religious services in workhouses, infir- 
maries, asylums, and other public institutions. In some cases, 
the Free Church ministers of the district have been empowered 
to conduct the whole of the services in connection with public 
institutions. Sometimes this arrangement has been made 
provisionally for six months in order that it might be seen how 
it worked. In other cases, Free Church ministers have taken 
the services in conjunction with the clergy of the Church of 
England, ofBciating on alternate Sundays. In other places 
where application has been made for permission to give 
religious services in workhouses, &c., the authorities have 
replied that there are too few Nonconformists in their work- 
houses to render this necessary. 

A few cases of Free Churchmen taking part in public 
institutions may be interesting : — 

The Rev. Isaac Hartill, Ph.D., Secretary of the Marylebone 

Free Church Council, is Nonconformist Chaplain 

St. Oeovge'8, ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ largest Metropolitan Unions, viz., 

Hanover Marylebone and St. George's, Hanover Square, W. 

Square. The Local Government Board has consented to 

his holding this unique dual position. The salary 

at St. George's Union is £100, with superannuation, and at 

Marylebone £50, also with superannuation. 

Jn each institution the service is held in the church, or 
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workhouse chapel, which in each case is a very fine and com- 
modious building. At Marylebone, the inmates of the work- 
house number 1,800, and in the infirmary, 700. The church is 
completely filled every Sunday afternoon from 3 to 4, and 
there is a large week-evening congregation. The services were 
commenced in October, 1898, and have been continued without 
intermission. Mr. Hartill visits the Nonconformists weekly. 

At St. George's Workhouse, Hanover Square, there are 1,900 
inmates, and an additional 700 in the infirmary. Mr. Hartiirs 
duties are to conduct or be responsible for service on Sunday 
afternoons, which is held from 4.45 to 5.45, and for service on 
Wednesday from 5 to 6 ; to visit the workhouse twice each 
week, also to visit twice each week the Nonconformist inmates 
of the infirmary. 

Some two years ago, the Committee of the Bradford and 
District Federation decided to appoint a Chaplain 
at Menston Asylum. The appointment was 
J^J^^ readily sanctioned by the Asylums Committee 
of the West Riding County Council, and in 
January, 1901, the Rev. T. Hamer, of Ilkley, 
entered upon his work. 

Sunday and weekday services have, during the past year, 
been held regularly and as usual, and the periodic visitation of 
the wards, with one or two exceptions, occasioned by sudden 
indisposition, have been maintained throughout the year. 

The North-West Ham Council, in conjunction with other 

Councils, has secured from the Guardians the 

Chadwell appointment of a paid Free Church religious 

Heath instructor at Chadwell Heath Asylum. In con- 

Aiylnm. junction with the South-West Ham Council, they 

have also secured from the Town Council the 

appointment of a paid Free Church religious instructor at the 

West Ham Workhouse and Infirmary. 

The Plymouth Council has maintained a Free Church Chap- 
lain, and in addition to the regular visitation of 
^_ the wards, the Free Church Chaplain has held 

Towns. *^^ meetings weekly in the hospital church. At 
Grimsby, a plan for Free Church services in the 
workhouse is usually drawn up for six months. 
It falls to each of the ministers to visit the workhouse about 
once a quarter for an afternoon service. At Wigan, the Council 
started the New Year well by distributing a large number of 
toys on New Year's Day at the Union Workhouse, the kind 
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gift of the St. Paul's P.S.A. At Sculcoates, the Council holds 
services on Sunday afternoon and Tuesday evening, and the 
minister appointed for these visits the sick during the week. 
A plan is made out once a year by the Secretary of the Free 
Church Council and approved by the master of the workhouse. 
At the Hull Workhouse, the Friday evening service is taken by 
the Free Church ministers. Worksop Council arranges work- 
houses services entirely conducted by Free Church ministers, 
as well as weekly workhouse services on Friday evenings. 

In many instances, the Councils have protested against pro- 
posals to consecrate chapels in connection with public 
institutions. 

The National Council protested against the consecration of 

the new chapel of Christ's Hospital at Horsham, 

ChriBt'B and the Secretary received an official communi- 

Hospital, cation saying that the Charity Commissioners, 

HoFuiam. having communicated with the Council of 

Almoners of Christ's Hospital, have now been 

informed that that body has resolved that the chapel of the 

new school shall be dedicated, but not consecrated. 

The Hastings and St. Leonards Council issued a circular 

letter, signed by the President and the two Secre- 

taries, to each member of the Board of Guardians, 

St^omupdl^ ^^*^ reference to the proposal to present to the 

Guardians a new workhouse chapel. "The 

Council desires earnestly to submit to you that 

the intention to reserve the chapel exclusively for Church of 

England services, by consecrating it, ought to be strenuously 

resisted. The Council requests us to remind you that the act 

of consecration is unnecessary. The bishop may license a 

clergyman to officiate in any private chapel, which a workhouse 

chapel is, whether consecrated or unconsecrated. We are not 

raising the slightest objection to the custom of appointing a 

Church of England Chaplain, but we do protest against a 

suggestion to consecrate the building in which he would 

minister, simply and solely because such consecration would 

transfer to the authorities of the Church of England rights and 

powers which belong only to the Board of Guardians. The act 

of consecration would involve injustice to your successors on 

the Board of Guardians for all time. The ground on which 

the chapel would stand is the property of the ratepayers 

generally, and no structure should be erected upon it which 

would not be under the control of the ratepayers and their 

representatives on any future Board." 

It is now realised that in practically every town where the 

18 
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Free Church Council moves in the matter such chaplains can 
be appointed. In the past when there was no such union of 
the Churches the appointments were almost invariably given 
to Anglicans. 



"UNCONSECRATED" OR "GENERAL." 

The deep-seated feeling of dissatisfaction among Free 
Churchmen against the employment of the term "uncon- 
secrated" for that portion of the cemetery that has not 
been consecrated, has found expression in many parts of 
the country in resolutions, protests, deputations to Burial 
Boards, &c. In almost every instance where Councils have 
taken the matter in hand with a will the offensive term 
has been changed, and we have great satisfaction in recording 
that the term has been altered from " unconsecrated " to 
" general " in the following places : Middlesbrough, Bacup, 
Bingley, Heanor, Chatham, Snodland, Erith, Presteigne, 
(Ra4nor), Kidderminster, Halstead, Burnley, Romsey, Grays, 
Bedford, Fulham, East Ham, Oswestry, Putney, Horsforth, 
Wirksworth, Swadlincote, Crewe, the City of London Cemetery 
at East Ilford, Market Drayton, Sudbury, and many other 
places. 

At Bamsley, Lymington, Mevagissey, Booking, and Fenny 
Stratford, the term has been altered to " Nonconformist." At 
Falmouth the division has been changed to " Church " and 
" Free Church." 



FREE CHURCH LECTURES. 

The great ignorance shown in many quarters on the subjects of 
Free Church principles and history, has suggested schemes for 
giving Free Church lectures, especially to young people. 

Several of the Federations and many of the Councils have 
had this matter in hand. The work of the Leeds 
Council may be singled out as typical. The 
Leeds. Council issued a very interesting syllabus of 
lectures for the use of Churches at ordinary 
week-night services, or to be included in the 
programme of litei-ai'y societies, &c. One minister offered a 
course of five lectures on " The Men who made the Reforma- 
tion," and " The Men the Reformation Made " ; another a 
course of three lectures on " The Rise of Nonconformity " ; 
another, one on " Local Heroes of Free Church Principles " ; 
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another, on "The Priest, the Foe of the Church." Other 
subjects were "John Knox," "Oliver Cromwell," "William 
Carey," " John Penry," " How an Archbishop Lost His Head," 
" The Pilgrim Fathers," " The Scottish Covenanters," &c. Five 
shillings was charged by the Council for each lecture, half of 
which went to the lecturer for travelling expenses, and half for 
the Council's expenses of printing and postage. The arrange- 
ments have been in the hands of the Secretary, Mr. T. H. 
Fleming, who has already received several applications — one 
Church asking for one each month until March — and he 
believes that the lectures will revive interest in the mid-week 
services, and also be of great educational value. The lecturers 
have been Revs. A. Holden Byles, B.A., Isidor Gelbflaum, 
James Legge, M.A., Peter Miller, W. Mitchell, E. Moore, 
C. Ryder Smith, B.A., J. E. Stevenson, A. K. Stowell, Henry 
Sturt, Charles Welton, A. Wilkes, and A. Wood. 

In connection with the Tottenham, Edmonton, and Enfield 
Council, Rev. E. Stanley Tape, without fee or 
Enfield. reward, delivered more than twenty lectures on 
Free Church History and Principles. These 
were greatly appreciated, and did much good. 
At many places a course of studies has been recommended pre- 
paratory to public examination or essay competi- 
EzaminationB tions. The work of the Hants Federation in this 
and respect is noteworthy. The text-book used for 
Ck>mpetition8. last session's study in Free Church History and 
Principles was Blackhouse and Taylor's "Wit- 
nesses for Christ," pages 169 and 298, covering the period from 
the death of St. Augustine in A.D 430 to the persecution of the 
Albigenses at the end of the twelfth century. Classes were 
arranged in various centres in the country. The Junior Papers 
were examined by Rev. H. Ross Williamson, who reports: 
" The questions were of a searching character, and the answers 
given show an accuracy which bespeaks careful preparation 
on the part of the pupils and skilful guidance on fiie part 
of the teacher." The Rev. W. Venis Robinson, B.A., ex- 
amined the Senior Papers, and states : " I consider that the 
work is, on the whole, very good. The book has been well 
read to the very end, and though the period covered was a 
somewhat- long one, there is very little inaccuracy in the work. 
As usual, the questions which gave opportunity for independent 
thinking were not so well answered ; but the opinions expressed 
always had the right ring about them. One cannot help feeling 
that the influence of this work must be beneficial and per- 
manent." 

The Wilts and East Somerset Federation arranged an 
Examination Scheme for the young, the text-books being 
Palmer's Catechism, Part II., Houlder's " Short History of the 
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Free Churches," and " Protestant Principles," by Dr. Monro 
Gibson. 

In other places, examinations have been held on such subjects 
as " The Rise and Progress of Nonconformity," " Why are we 
Protestants ? " " Why are we Nonconformists ? " " John Bunyan," 
"The Puritan Fathers," "What is Meant by Nonconformity," 
&c. Lantern Lectures on these subjects have also been much 
appreciated. 

Much work of this kind needs to be done, especially in our 
villages. 

LECTURES ON BIBLE STUDY. 

The Rev. W. D. McLaren, M.A., has continued his work of 
giving lectures on "Bible Study and Exposition" in connection 
with the Free Church Councils, having visited Bristol, East 
Durham, Cardiff, West Wilts, &c. Mr. David Shepherd, the 
Secretary of the Cardiff Council, reports that "the lectures 
were highly appreciated by ministers, local preachers, Sunday 
School teachers, and others, and were doubtless productive of 
much good." Mr. T. A. Jones of Warminster writes : — 

" The Rev. W. D. McLaren, M.A., is delivering a series of 
five lectures in Warminster on ' Bible Study and Exposition,' 
to lay preachers, Sunday School teachers, and others. His 
wonderful knowledge of the Bible renders him well qualified 
to deliver such a course. That the lectures are appreciated is 
shown by the fact that the attendance is particularly good, and 
the members are so enthusiastic that they are asking him to 
give an additional lecture next week. Mr. McLaren is an 
expert teacher, and his earnestness and love for his work 
infect all who come under his influence. We have much 
pleasure in recommending him to all Free Church Councils. 
We are confident that they would derive much benefit from his 
lectures and that their opinion will fully coincide with ours." 

Mr. McLaren states that he has found an increase of interest 
in the study of the Scriptures and other symptoms of what he 
trusts will be a speedy awakening throughout the land. Inter- 
views are often sought by inquirers desirous of further instruc- 
tion, and there is every reason to believe that the work 
continues profitable. 

Mr. McLaren has two sets of lectures, one on " Bible Study 
and Exposition," usually consisting of four lectures, and the 
other " Christ and the Bible," consisting of three lectures. 

MINISTERS' CIRCLE OF PRAYER. 

The Rev. Dr. Paton some years ago suggested that ministers 
everywhere should devote some portion of every Saturday 
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eTening to prayer for one another, for the purity, spirituality,^ 
and power of the Church of Christ, and for the coming of the 
kingdom of God all over the world. Some time ago the 
National Council sent out a circular setting forth and commend- 
ing the proposal. Dr. Paton receives and enrols the names of 
those desiring to join the circle, and sends to each member a 
card of membership, and such occasional papers as are issued. 

We are pleased to state that the suggestion has also been 
adopted in America, the Committee on Evangelistic Work of 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of -the 
U.S.A. issuing an invitation to American ministers for earnest 
supplication to the throne of grace, for a worldwide revival, 
and specially for a manifestation of Divine power to conversion 
amongst the English-speaking nations. 

Dr. Paton has also prepared a card containing daily Bible 
Readings from the more doctrinal and devotional books of the 
Bible. Friends are invited to enter this Union in order that 
they may be encouraged and helped to read definite portions of 
Scripture daily in fellowship with others. The Prayer Cards 
may be obtained from the Publication Department of the 
National Council. 



THE CORONATION. 

Fitting preparations were made by the National Council to 
celebrate the Bang's Coronation, which was fixed 
for June 26, 1902. The Council prepared an 
PrepaSatiiMis. ^^^®^ ^^ service for the use of the Free Churches 
and Free Church Councils throughout the 
country. It was anticipated that on June 26th 
practically every Church in the country would hold a service 
at the same time as the great ceremony was to have been 
proceeding in Westminster Abbey ; and in many places the 
Councils arranged for united religious comemorations of this 
great event in the life of the nation. A National United Free 
Church Coronation service was arranged to be held at the City 
Temple, London. 
The sudden illness of the King postponed these arrange- 
ments, and in place of the grand service of 
rejoicing, solemn meetings for intercession were 
^sSriees?** held. The Intercession Service at the City Temple 
was a most memorable one. The building was 
crowded to its utmost capacity when at two o'clock 
Dr. Townsend, President of the Council, opened the proceedings, 
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In addition to the President, there were present in the pulpit 
Revs. Monro Gibson, D.D. (Hon. Secretary), Thomas Law 
(General Secretary), R. J. Campbell, M.A., Hugh Price Hughes, 
M.A., F. B. Meyer, B.A., Thomas Mitchell (President of Primitive 
Methodist Connexion), and Dr. Howie (the Moderator of the 
United Free Church of Scotland). 

The General Secretary read a message from the late Dr. 
Parker, then lying seriously ill, which ran as follows : — 
"The doctor has just been here and has given a distinctly 
encouraging report of the morning's symptoms. I have passed 
a really good night, and feel nothing this morning beyond 
extreme and humbling weakness. My voice is almost gone. I 
can only whisper this hurried dictation. If I were speaking as 
a literally dying man, I would exhort my brethren never to 
omit an opportunity of declaring the infinite grace and com- 
plete priesthood of Jesus Christ. I join with you all most 
heartily in praying for the King in this the midnight of his 
life. When he becomes the chief lay-preacher of the nation, 
these islands will become true jewels of the sea." 

The President proposed that the following message should 
be sent to the Queen : — 

" That this gathering of the Free Churches, meeting in 

the City Temple for solemn intercession before God, 

desires to express profound sympathy with Her Majesty 

the Queen and the members of the Royal Family in the 

anxiety occasioned by the King's serious illness, and prays 

that His Majesty may speedily be restored to his wonted 

health." 

Dr. Horton delivered an eloquent and touching sermon well 

suited to the occasion. Similar services were held in the Free 

Churches throughout the country on the Thursday or the 

following Sunday. 

When the Coronation thus suddenly postponed took place, 

on August 9th, the Free Churches adequately did their duty 

in religiously celebrating the occasion. 

For the first time Free Churchmen had the honour of 

being invited to the Coronation of the Sove- 

Free Chnreh- reign at Westminster Abbey. In the early days 

men at West- of preparation the National Council wrote to 

minster Abbey, the Earl Marshal suggesting that at least fifty 

tickets should be allowed to the representatives of 

the Free Churches. But it was found that owing to the strong 

desire of the King that all sections of the community and all 

parts of the world should be represented at the ceremony, only 

a limited number of tickets could be allowed. Ten was the 

number given in the first instance. As a result of this, a 

deputation from the National Council waited on the Earl 

Jdarshal to point out the injustice that was being done to 
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Free Chnrchmeu, who formed half the religiouB community. 
By dint of pressure the ten was increased to seventeen. They 
were sent to the presidents of the leading denominations, 
who attended the service. 

At several Free Church Coronation Services in provincial 
towns the Mayor and Corporation attended. 



WORK IN THE VILLAGES. 

It can be truly said that there is hardly any field of labour 
so necessary to the Free Churches at the present time as the 
work in the villages. Many of the Councils during the past 
year have seen their way to undertake a variety of work in 
connection with our village Churches. In some Federations 
it has been found desirable to link series of villages with one 
central town in a strong Council. By this means the weak 
Churches have been assisted by the stronger to the great benefit 
of both. 

As an illustration of what has been done in this direc- 
tion we might refer to the Kidderminster 
Council. Here has been continued the work 
KiddeFiiiiiitter. which resulted in so much blessing in 1901, viz., 
a series of missions in the surrounding villages. 
The Council engaged Miss Royle of the " Joyful 
News '' Mission. Missions lasting twelve days in each village 
were conducted in about ten villj^es, and the work is still 
progressing. The Council Secretary visited and supervised the 
arrangements, each mission being in connection with one village 
Church, and local details being, as far as possible, left in the 
hands of the Church ofBlcers. Great good has resulted from 
these arrangements, one incidental blessing being the 
strengthening of many of the village Churches. 

The Driffield Council held a series of meetings in some ten 
or eleven villages. Good audiences were secured, 
and good speakers arranged. Considerable re- 
Driffield, ticence, however, was maintained by iJie people. 
Here, as in many other places, it has been found 
that the days of fear of squiredom and parsondom 
are evidently not over. 

It can scarcely be imagined what difficulties very small 
places are put to by these influences. In the towns, clerical 
oppression is almost a thing of the past, but this cannot be 
p^}d of many of the villages. The Secretary of the Newton 
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Abbot Council says : " In these days it may seem incredible, 
but I cannot get a Free Church tradesman to put a bill of 
our Council meetings in his window." 

Many of the parish magazines locally issued by the clergy 
have been used for spreading the most bitter opinions of 
Nonconformists. In several cases, charges of a serious nature 
have been taken up by the Councils, and replies circulated 
in the local press. 

The Linton Council suggested that the National Council should 
hold tent missions on a large scale in the rural 
vni T t ^^*^^^^^' '^^® proposal was to purchase tents 
MiMiong. capable of covering 1,000 people, with carefully- 
selected village stations fixed upon, and the three 
evangelists of the National Council appointed to 
conduct missions during the summer months. This riiatter is 
receiving the attention of the Executive of the National 
Council. It is also probable that soon an additional missioner 
will be employed by the National Council specially to spend 
his time in visiting villages.. This would have been done last 
year but for the strain in connection with the Education 
Campaign. From the beginning of the Council Movement it 
has been strongly urged that every Council in a town should 
have all the villages of the immediate districts directly associated 
with it. This is now being largely done. 



MISCELLANEOUS WORK OF THE 
COUNCILS. 

Balham and Tooting Council has formed a Young People's 
Branch. On the Committee are two representatives from each 
of the different Young People's Societies, Guilds, Endeavours, 
&c., of the Churches connected with the Council. The idea is 
to bring the young people together, that they may get to know 
one another, and thus be drawn to take up United Free Church 
work. 

On the social side of the BIRMINGHAM Council's activities, 
two garden parties during the past year had much to do in 
promoting the unity of its members, and in cementing their 
interest in the Council's work. The members of the Baptist 
Union of Great Britain and Ireland at their annual meeting 
received a cordial welcome from the Council, and a representa- 
tive deputation presented an address. Boys' clubs have beco^ie 
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a feature in the work of the affiliated Churches, and Mr. 
G^eorge Cadbury has sent a donation of £5 each to eleven of 
them to develop the organisations. 

In connection with the Broadstairs Council very suc- 
cessful lectures were delivered by the Rev. Alexander Rogers 
on "Protestantism." 

Buckley Council had a very successful Young People's 
Mission in the spring. 

A weekly United Bible Class is held by the BUILTH Wblls 
Council. 

Cheadlb, Cheadle Hulme, and Qatlet Council has 
started informal meetings among the large number of navvies 
brought to the district by the extension of the L. & N.W.R. 

At Chorley, there being no Sunday School Union, the 
Council holds a Teachers' Preparation Class conducted by the 
head master of a public elementary school. 

Under the auspices of the Clitheroe Council a Sunday 
School Convention was held at Moorlane School, a paper being 
read on " The Past and Present Position of Sunday Schools." 

At Frodsham, Pleasant Saturday Evenings are organised by 
the Council. 

Halstead Council arranged in the spring two short 
missions in neighbouring villages, conducted by Halstead 
ministers. 

Hambledon Council provided homes for fifty-five children 
from London during their holidays, and spent £30 14s. for this 
purpose. 

Hornsea Council inaugurated a United Mission, which was 
conducted by the Rev. Jesse Mayo. In order to reach the 
outsiders the meetings were held in the Public Rooms. 

HORNSEY Council, in addition to arranging a mission 
for Gipsy Smith at Park Chapel, conducted Sunday evening 
evangelical services at the Crouch End Opera House. 

A Citizen Committee was formed by the ILKESTOK Council, 
composed of representative men of the town, with the object 
of taking action on all social questions that affect the welfare 
of the citizens of the borough. This Committee has since beep 
i^bsorbed by a " Qiti^ejj Association^" 
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At Islington a Conference was held on the subject of " The 
Increasing Pauperism of London.'* Mr. Urwick, of Toynbee 
Hall, Whitechapel, gave some valuable hints. 

Marlow Council has in process of formation a Boys' Life 
Brigade. Thirty-eight lads have joined. 

Mbbthtr Tydvil Council arranged three successful 
missions, two Welsh and one English. 

Mountain Ash Council has been holding missions in "Welsh 
and English amongst the enormous crowd of strangers from 
different parts of England and Wales, who have been drawn to 
the district by the prosperity of the coal trade. 

Nbwcastlb-UNDBR-Lynb Council arranged special services 
for young people, which were conducted in the Town Hall for 
six weeks by Mr. W. E. Gregory. 

Portsmouth Council held a United Camp Meeting in 
the sunmier. All the chapels of the district combined and a 
good centre was found, at which about 3,000 assembled. 

In connection with the ROMSBT Council, monthly services 
are held in which the four Churches of the town unite. 
The services are held in each of the Churches in turn. 

South Manchbstbr Council took an active part at the last 
Municipal Election in securing the return of two Free Church 
candidates, who were opposed by the brew6rs. 

Tavistock Council has held, during the autumn and winter, 
a very successful series of " Pleasant Evenings for the People." 

In connection with the TORRINGTON Council a Free Church 
Tract Society is doing good work. Every house in the town 
has been visited by representatives of the Churches. 

Wbm Council gave lantern lectures in various places in the 
district. 

A sub-committee was formed in connection with the WiGAN 
Council to correspond with the Charity Commissioners on the 
abuse of the Wigan Charities. 

WiLLlNGTON Quay Council held a united "at-home" 
in which the members of all the Churches in the district 
participated. 

At Wrbxham, a Sunday School Union has been started in 
connection with the Council, and a verjr successful Industrial 
Exhibition has been JieH? 
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THE 

GIRLS' 

GUILD. 

With deep thankfulness we review the first complete 
year's work of the Free Chnrch Girls' Guild. 

Gr tifvintf ^ince giving last March a brief account of the 
SucMstT begiiining of one of the last of the National 
Council's schemes singular success has followed 
the movement. The thought and patient care 
given by those who first brought the need before the 
Councils have been amply justified. The papers read at 
Sheffield by Mrs. Cadbury and Mrs. Bunting have been circu- 
lated and read, and the Girls' Guild Manual maintains its 
interest for local Councils. Wherever a Guild has been 
organised it has brought blessing and help, not only to mem- 
bers, but to the friends who are giving time and sympathy 
to this practical beautiful service. 

In going over the records of the year's work we are 
impressed with the knowledge that so much beneficent 
ministry has been suggested and inspired by the National 
Council's schema. To local workers the service has brought 
great joy, especially to some who were once engaged in 
Christian service but whose home cares now claim most of their 
time. The Guild has shown the way by which members of 
Free Churches in town or village may exert a holy, helpful 
influence, and render valuable assistance without attending 
frequent meetings. 

Yet the work has been definite and continuous, and has 
provided for girls much that they need for their physical, 
mental, social, and spiritual life. 

The reports show how hundreds have been reached, and 
much done to instruct and train for practical 

Inttruction, everyday life. At the same time there has been 

Recreation, the stimulus of healthy recreation — ^music and 

and Devotion, laughter, rambles amid beautiful scenery, quiet 

talks by the seaside, patient bending over the 

Word of God, and the steady, purposeful attitude of devotion 

to the highest and best. 

Many a girl's feet had well nigh slipped, but throtigh our 
Guild she has been held up and kept in the right path. 
Some have been welcomed who have felt the first keen pain of 
home-sickness, and have discovered that other girls' mothers 
^nd frien43 were waiting to cheer, protect, and help them. 
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^^® hundred and thirty Councils now have 
^SmT G^uilds, representing 180 Branches, with 160 

Secretaries, and 8,000 Members. 
Permanent Homes have been established at Chatham, 
Cheltenham, Cardiff, Bath, Bristol, Eastbourne, 
Halifax, Maidstone, Newport, Worcester, Syden- 
HomSi!"* ham and Forest Hill, Islington. These homes 
afford excellent opportunities for girls to make 
suitable friendships either with their fellow- 
members or the helpers who have so nobly volunteered to 
come forward and help the movement. Many of the workers 
represent the most cultured and intelligent of the women in 
our Free Churches. 

In some cases homes are open on the afternoons of early 

closing days, when the Committee arrange an 

^ „ "At Home*' for the members. Afternoon 

&c?*^* tea is provided at a small charge and very 

interesting gatherings have been held. In small 

towns this has been arranged on market days, 

and Guild members coming in from villages find a pretty room 

to rest in, with a cheerful welcome. On wet days this affords 

much comfort to those who otherwise would be compelled to 

spend some time in the streets, and who greatly appreciate the 

kind thought in providing tea at little cost. 

Permanent Homes with a lady superintendent in charge 
show pleasing results, and we commend the suggestion to all 
Councils with the assurance that the cost involved need not 
fall heavily on a few if the movement receives the loyal 
co-operation of all the Churches represented on the Councils. 
These homes are used by all classes of girls, as meeting-places 
for social intercourse, rest-rooms, reading-rooms, and for classes, 
lectures, and physical drill. 

Many of the Guilds have worked to raise funds for the 
maintenance of the Homes, while others have 
s&f tf helped needy organisations, such as Dr. Bar- 
FondsT nardo's Homes. Some of the Councils have 
arranged for a guarantee fund, and subscriptions 
and donations have been received. Some pro- 
vide permanent apartments for working girls, while at Halifax, 
Maidenhead, and Cheltenham arrangements are made for tem- 
porary accommodation for young women waiting to enter 
situations. 

It having been found that many shop assistants, as well as 

Bondav ^^^® ^^ domestic service, would appreciate a room 

Afternoon. ^^ which they might meet one another between 

the hours of 4 and 6.30 on Sunday afternoon, 

some Guilds have arranged for members of Committee to meet 

j^nd welcome members whose friends are .^t a distance, Tea^ is 
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provided, for which members pay. Girls not associated with 
any place of worship are invited to accompany the members of 
Committee or Associate members to sotoe place of worship, and 
at the close of the service the rooms are again at the service 
of any who care to join in singing or in listening to a brief 
address. 

Some of these gatherings have been most helpful, and have 
kept many girls from aimlessly walking the streets on Sunday 
evenings. We would most earnestly invite the Councils to use 
this effort as one of the means of reaching young women who 
rarely enter a place of worship. 

Many of the Guilds have to be contented with a weekly or 
perhaps less frequent meeting, but no doubt the best results 
may be looked for where a room is at the service of members 
at any time when they are at liberty. 

In most Councils the work is being done by voluntary effort, 

but if every Council could, as part of its per- 

Importanoe of nianent work, secure some one whose whole 

Lady Baperin- time and interest could be devoted to the girls 

tendents. {j^ {^ Yree Churches, immense good would result. 

Abundance of useful work could be found for 

such a helper in working Employment Bureau, Savings Bank, 

Classes, Lectures, and the care of girls generally. If the funds 

would not permit of securing the services of a friend whose time 

and energy could be devoted to the Guild, it would perhaps 

be possible to arrange for a helper to devote her evenings 

to the management of the Employment Bureau, &c. The 

Employment Bureau fees from employers, with subscriptions of 

Associate members, would help to meet the necessary expenses. 

During the year many girls have been transferred from 

one town to another by means of the Guild. 

Where no Guild exists, this work has been 

S^Sriiy undertaken by the Council Secretary, but it 

will be understood how a girl must miss the 

fellowship of the Guild members, and the 

organisation cannot be said to be meeting the ideas of 

the National Council until every Local Council realises the 

necessity of appointing a worker to receive and look after 

young strangers. 

A card giving the name of the local Guild Secretary has 

been placed in local railway waiting-rooms, 

Cards for many of the railway companies kindly giving 

RiiSway permission for this to be done. These cards 

Btationi. indicate where a Free Church girl will be 

welcomed at a Guild meeting. These cards 

have been largely used by the Councils for placing in chapels 

and school-rooms, and also in some houses of business. 
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Many local Secretaries having expressed a desire for some 
guide as to the subjects to be considered at the 
Guild meetings, the Secretary, Mrs. Charlotte 
^^ftw^wf*^ Benham, prepared the following list of subjects, 
each to form the basis of address, discussion, 
or paper : — 

What is a Nonconformist ? — The building of character. 
— How girls may strengthen a Church. — Idealism : The 
ideal girl. What should she be like ? — Reading : The 
right use of books. — Friendship. — The life and work of 
Florence Nightingale. — Healthy recreation : The value of 
musical drill. — Jewels : Their use and lessons. — ^Tennyson : 
Selections from The May Qtieen. — The sacredness of home. — 
The use of music for Christ. — ^What do we mean by good 
taste ? — How girls may strengthen character. — The news- 
paper class. — Christmas. — New Year's greetings. — Purity : The 
Snowdrop Band. — ^Heaven-sent visions. — Readings from Bun- 
yan's Holy War. — The life and influence of Queen Victoria. — 
Conversation. — Readings from Ruskin's Sesame and Lilies. — 
Women : Her place and power. — Mrs. Browning's poem : My 
Kate. — Talks on health, and how to retain it. — Old Mother 
Earth and her daughter the Green Lady : A talk on spring. — 
Notable women of the nineteenth century. 

Suggestive papers suitable for girls have been prepared by 
the Secretary and members of Committee on these topics. 
Many of the Guilds are using these outlines, and it is hoped 
all the Guilds will see their way to study the subjects next 
winter. 

The Guild Secretary has also prepared three lectures for 
the use of Girls' Guilds. The slides illustrating 
" Fashion's Foibles " and " Healthy Homes, and 
Lectures. How to Secure Them," have been welcomed by 
some of the Guilds, and much satisfaction ex- 
pressed, both with the lecture and illustrations. 
The lectm'e on "The Women of the Mayflower'' has 
awakened much interest in Free Church principles, not only 
among girls, but among members of the Free Churches 
generally. 

One hundred tickets were sent to the Secretary for Her 
Majesty's Tea by the Bishop of London for 

Queen's Tea *^® members of our Girls' Guilds who were 

to General domestic servants. 

Servants. Alderman Evan Spicer, J.P., kindly lent his 
grounds for a garden party. The Duchess of 
Portland was present to represent the Queen. 
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NOTES OP WORK DONE BY THE GUILDS. 

We should like to present a report of the splendid work done 
by each of our local Guilds. Space, however, will only admit 
of a few typical notes, which only inadequately represent the 
branches of work that have been undertaken. 

Acton. — This Guild has arranged for a room to be open on 
Sundays from 4 to 6, and from 8 to 9.30, and on Thursdays 
from 7 to 9.30. A lady is present to receive girls on Sunday 
afternoons, and it is found that girls in houses of business take 
advantage of the privilege. 

Bath. — Permanent rooms are open every night in the week. 
All kinds of classes are being arranged. 

Bbcclbs, Bungay and Halbsworth. — Most of the girls ^re 
engaged in domestic service. A lantern lecture on " Healthy 
Homes and How to Secure Them," has been given, and the 
Guild has been presented with a piano by the Committee. The 
girls do their knitting and lace-work at the meetings, some 
member of the Committee giving a brief talk on some interest- 
ing subject at the same time. 

Bristol. — The Guild has four branches, 186 girl members 
and 132 associates. The permanent home is open every, night 
in the week. Health lectures, classes in nursing, dressmaking, 
fancy work, singing and helpful talks on various subjects, have 
been held. 

Burton-ON-Trbnt. — The Guild has 365 members and 
associates. It meets once a fortnight for Bible study and social 
intercourse. Fifteen Churches are represented in this Guild, 
and there is an Employment Bureau. 

Cambridgb. — Under the energetic Secretary, Mrs. Hallowes, 
the Cambridge Council has four branches, besides the central 
guild. They have lectures for girls. There is an Employment 
Bureau. An Industrial Exhibition will be given by the 
members of the Free Church Guilds and neighbourhood shortly. 

Cardiff. — This popular Guild has 200 girl members, and 
150 associates. The permanent home is open every evening 
except Saturday. Classes have been held for ambulance, 
nm'sing, cooking, sewing, and Bible study. All have been well 
attended. The home is used by all classes of girls, no difi&- 
culties having arisen with reference to class distinction. The 
home, situated in one of the main thoroughfares of the town, 
consists of an assembly-room, library, reading and writing- 
room. There is a large croquet lawn at the back of the house, 
which is greatly appreciated. There is an Employment 
Bureau. Mrs. Cory is the President, and Mrs. Austin Jenkins 
the energetic Secretary, of this most successful Guild. 

Chatham. — ^A permanent home is open every evening in the 
week for classes and social intercourse. There is an employ- 
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nlent Bureau, and a Savings Bank. At a successful Garden 
Fair held last summer, £28 was raised for the Guild funds. 
In December, the Mayoress of Chatham, Mrs. Lamb, opened a 
sale of work, £15 15s. being added to the funds. The Secre- 
tary states there is marked improvement in the behaviour of 
girls, due to the refining influence of the meetings and the 
visiting of the lady- worker. 

Cheltenham. — There are 250 members and a permanent 
home in connection with this Guild. A lady doctor has given 
a course of lessons in first-aid and sick nursing. Most success- 
ful classes have been held in dress-making, shorthand, book- 
keeping, singing, and musical drill. The Guild is open on 
Sunday evening for a short time after evening service for -a 
social hour, and a brief address is given. The Guild is 
appreciated by all classes. 

Derby. — The Guild has now 257 members, and meets once 
a week. Instruction has been given in cutting-out and 
dress-making. There is a circulating library. The Council 
hopes shortly to take a permanent home. 

Eastbourne. — There is a permanent home with an average 
weekly attendance of 90. Classes and social meetings are held, 
and are very beneficial. 

Eastern Valleys (Mon.). — There are eight branches to 
this flourishing Guild in a very scattered district. There are 
404 girl members, and 30 Associates. The President is Mrs. 
W. P. James, and the General Secretary Miss Dobell. The 
meetings are much appreciated by the girls in the district, 
many of them walking a long distance in order to be pre- 
sent. There are classes and lectures, and occasionally social 
meetings. 

Ely and District. — Much good has been done by the Guilds 
in this district, mainly through Mr. Shelton, the Secretary of the 
Ely Council, and his wife. Guilds have been started at Linton, 
Haddenham, Sutton, Pulbourn, Castle Camps, Duxford, 
Whittlesford, Castle Camps, and Littleport, while scattered 
villages are associated with this Guild. 

Fareham. — ^The Guild meets once a fortnight for social 
meetings, lantern lectures, classes, and helpful talks. Once a , 
quarter a social meeting is held, to which members are invited 
to bring their friends, both male and female. 

Halifax. — ^This Guild was the first one to establish a per- 
manent home. There are 342 members. Classes have been 
held for study of Free Church principles, and other interesting 
topics. A successful concert was given, which realised a net 
profit of £21 18s. for the piano fund. The Guild rooms have 
been opened on early closing days and on one occasion 36 
young women engaged in shops took advantage of the "At 
Home." Thirteen were led to join the Guild* 
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Hahpbtbad. — There are 120 girl members and 25 associates. 
The Quild is appreciated by all classes of girls. 

Haverfordwest. — There are 251 girl members and 28 
associates. Miss Ada E. Thomas, the energetic Secretary, issues 
an interesting monthly letter to the members, who have taken 
up the work with enthusiasm. 

Hols WORTHY. — The Secretary writes interesting letters to 
Free Church girls, which appear in the localised Free Church 
magazine. 

Islington. — The Guild has a permanent home at Union 
Chapel, open every night in the week. Classes for painting, 
singing, dressmaking, and gymnastics are held, besides the 
social evenings. The Guild has its own piano and sewing- 
machine, and much useful work is being done, all classes 
of girls in the neighbourhood attending. 

Leeds. — The Guild meets once a week. There are three 
branches, and others are being organised. The Guild has 111 
members and 50 associates. The work is extending in this 
district. 

Maidstone. — ^A permanent home has been opened during 
the year, there being 205 members. An Employment Bureau 
has also been started, and classes for nursing, singing, short- 
hand, and cookery are held. Refreshments are provided at 
a small charge. Rooms are provided for girls needing tem- 
porary lodging. Lady Francis Evans, who opened this home, 
presented the Guild with a piano. Most of the furniture was 
provided by members of the Free Churches. 

Market Harborough. — The girls in this Guild are 
engaged in domestic service and factories. The Guild meets 
weekly and has seven village branches. 

Melksham. — Classes in cookery, ambulance, singing, and 
musical drill are held. There is a Savings Bank and an 
Employment Bureau in connection with the Guild. 
^ Middlesbrough.— The Guild has 160 girl members and 
59 associates. It is much appreciated by all classes. Nursing 
lectures, social meetings, talks on " Free Church Principles,*' 
" Frivolity," and " The Education Bill " have been arranged 
for. One hundred and sixty members attended the nursing 
lectures. A friend kindly lent a field for outdoor recreation 
during the summer. Fourteen different Churches are repre- 
sented in the Guild. A lady undertakes to see or visit members 
between united monthly meetings. 

Newbury, — ^This Guild has fifteen village branches con- 
nected with the Council. The Guild meets once a fortnight. 

Newport, Mon. — The permanent home is open five times a 
week. Class lectures and musical drill are arranged for. 

North Cotswold.— This is one of the most hopeful Guilds, 
the members of which are principally domestic servants. The 

19 
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Qaild meets once a fortnight for social meetings and classes for 
needlework. The girls have been engaged in making articles 
for the Zenana Mission. One of the most interesting occupa- 
tions is the making of straw- work articles, which have f onnd a 
ready sale at Bazaars. 

ROMSEY AND DISTRICT. — There are five branches connected 
with this Guild. There are 126 girl members and 80 associates. 
Most of the girls are engaged in business houses. A Savings 
Bank is connected with the work, and classes for teaching, 
nursing, cookery, Ac, are held. 

Stbwklby. — The Guild has eleven village branches 
associated with it. Most of the girls are in domestic service. 

Worcester. — The permanent home is appreciated by all 
classes of girls. The Guild has a Savings Bank. 



ADVICE ON LEGAL QUESTIONS. 

The Legal Committee of the National Council, which consists 
of Mr. J. Bamford Slack, B.A., Mr. P. W. Bunting, M.A., Mr. 
Herbert Lewis, M.P., Mr. R. W. Perks, M.P., Mr. E. C. Rawlings, 
Mr. Robert Whyte, Mr. Sydney Robjohns, and the General 
Secretary, has rendered much valuable service during the year, 
particularly in giving legal advice on the Education Question. 
The local Councils from time to time have submitted to this 
Committee their difficulties, which have been dealt with. The 
increase of work in this department has necessitated the 
meeting of the Committee once a month. Mr. J. Bamford 
Slack, our hon. legal adviser, has directly considered many 
interesting and difficult points of law affecting the Free 
Churches and Free Churchmen, which have been submitted to 
him. In addition to giving constant advice on the Education 
Question, he has advised on many points arising out of the 
burial laws, particularly with regard to such matters as the 
fees payable to incumbents, the duties of trustees of burial- 
grounds, the vicar's right to the certificate of registration of 
death, and as to the allotment of graves in a churchyard. The 
question is constantly arising as to the use of the word 
" unconsecrated " in cemeteries, and also that of " non- 
parishioners' rights of burial." Inquiries as to the law of 
obstruction of highways by holding religious services in the 
open air have frequently been made. 

The payment of Poor and District rates in respect of premises 
appropriated for religious worship is another fruitful source of 
inquiry, and from many parts of the country, inquiries have 
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come as to nuisances affecting Chapel and Church Trust 
premises. 

The decision of the Inland Revenue Authorities to discharge 
the schedule of assessment in respect of ministers^ houses where 
the annual income of the ministers including the value of the 
house and the stipend is less than £160 per annum, has also 
been frequently referred to. Questions are always arising on 
the construction of Church Deeds, and the settlement of Free 
Church property. 

Mr. Slack wrote nearly two hundred letters during the year 
in answer to queries put to him on legal questions. 

Mention should also be made of the advice and assistance 
rendered by Mr. E. C. Rawlings, who has spent much time in 
connection with the Council's work. Twelve months ago Mr. 
Rawlings prepared " The Free Churchman's Legal Handbook " 
— ^a book which has been of invaluable service. He did so 
witiiout any financial recognition. He has now prepared a 
volume for the National Council, entitled, " The Free Church- 
man's Quide to the Education Act, 1902." We also gladly 
recognise the service rendered by Mr. Sydney Robjohns, who 
has answered many letters in which the most difficult questions 
have been raised. During the last few weeks especially the 
correspondence on legal matters has been enormous. The 
Committee is determined that the Councils shall have all the 
assistance they need. This is a department which is likely 
year by year to increase in importance. 

CONTINENTAL SERVICES. 

The National Council arranged for Continental services again 
last year during the month of August, at three centres in 
Switzerland, namely, at Geneva, Chamounix, and Grindelwald, 
which were respectively in the charge of Rev. J. Burns, of 
Liverpool, Rev. A. Duff, D.D.. of Bradford, and Rev. George 
Eayrs, F.R.H.S., of Bradford. The work of these Free Church 
chaplaincies abroad is very greatly appreciated, and the services 
were attended by English, Scotch, and American tourists. At 
Grindelwald, in addition to collections for the National Council, 
the chaplain appealed for funds on behalf of the Wetterhom 
disaster, and realised 223 francs (nearly £10). Rev. C. A« 
Fellowes acted as secretary for these arrangements. 

GRANTS TO FEDERATIONS. 

The Finance Committee of the National Council, thanks to 
the generosity of Mr. George Cadbury, has made grants to the 
following Federations during the year : North Gloucestershire 
and Herefordshire, North Lancashire, Manchester ahd District, 
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Rochdale and District, Northumberland and Durham, North 
Wales, Nottinghamshire, Hampshire, South Wales, South 
Oxon and South Bucks, Kent, Metropolitan, Bradford and 
District, North Staffordshire, Sussex, South Durham and 
Cleveland, Wiltshire and East Somerset, Bristol and District, 
Cumberland, Sheffield and District, East Norfolk, West Corn- 
wall, West Norfolk, Hull and District, Devonshire, North Oxon 
and North Bucks, Cambridge, Lincolnshire, North-East Lanca- 
shire, South Devonshire and East Cornwall, Leeds and District, 
Bristol and District. 

In all £745 has been voted by the Finance Committee 
during the year. The Committee, under the chairmanship of 
Alderman Evan Spicer, carefully considered each case before a 
grant was recommended. This financial help has been of great 
aid to the Federations. 

MEETINGS OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE AND 
SUB-COMMITTEES. 

The rapid growth of the National Council has naturally 
thrown a heavy burden of work on the members of the 
General Committee, and on its Sub- and Special Committees, 
It is here that much real "spade work" is done, and the 
organisation owes a great deal to those Committee members 
who, often at great sacrifice, have devoted literally days to 
the consideration of the many important problems which have 
had to be faced during the year. Of the Sub-Committees, 
perhaps the largest share of work has fallen on the Education, 
Organising, and Legal Committees. Their work, chiefly con- 
nected with the Education Bill, now an Act, has been of a 
complex and delicate nature, and it is a tribute to the 
thoroughness with which they have laboured that, almost 
without exception, the recommendations of these Committees 
have received the unanimous approval of the General Com- 
mittee, and been adopted. The members of these Committees 
can tell of many anxious hours spent in deliberation — hours, 
in some cases, snatched out of much-needed holidays — ^and we 
gladly take this opportunity of placing before the Council this 
acknowledgment of our indebtedness and appreciation. 

During the year the General Committee has met six times. 
The meetings on March 21st, June 2nd, October 6th, and 
February 9th were held at the Memorial Hall, London, and 
the meeting on December 1st in Carres Lane Chapel, Birming- 
ham. The last meeting, on the day before the opening of 
this Annual Council, was held in the Pavilion adjoining 
to complete arrangements for the Sessions and meetings. The 
results of the decisions of the Greneral Committee can be 
found on most pages of this Report. The attendances have 



MEETINGS OP Ttik G^NkkAl COMMITTMM, 27? 

invariably been large and marked by an intensity, charity of 
utterance, and tolerance of opposing views, that has been 
most encouraging to the officials whose duty it has been to 
guide the organisations through the somewhat troublesome 
waters of the past year. 

The members of the Special and Sub-Committees were as 
follows : — 

(1) Piiiance.— Mr. Aldennan Evan Spicer, J.P., L.C.C. (chairman), Mr. P. W. 
Banting, M.A., Mr. A. W. Black, Bev. J. Clifford, M.A., D.D., Alderman Duck- 
worth, J.P., Dr. Bendel Harris, Mr. W. P. Hartley, J. P., Bev.H. Price Hughes, 
M.A., Mr. A. E. Hutton, M.P., Bev. C. H. Kelly, Mr. Herbert Lewis, M.P., Bev. 
F. B. Meyer, B.A., Mr. Albert Pickard, Mr. E. C. Bawlings, Mr. J. Compton 
Bickett, M.P., D.L., Alderman George White, M.P., Mr. Bobert Whyte. 
(2) literature.— Bev. F. W. Bourne, Bev. David Brook, M.A., D.O.L., Mr. W. 
Brimelow, J.P., Mr. P. W. Bmiting, MJL., Bev. B. J. Campbell, B.A., Bev. J. 
Clifford, M.A., D.D., Bev. Geo. Eayrs, F.E.H.S., Dr. Bendel Harris, Bev. Dr. 
Horton, Bev. H. Price Hughes, M.A., Bev. J. D. Jones, M.A., B.D., Bev. A. 
Maokennal, B.A., D.D., Professor Peake, Bev. A. Bamsey, B.D. (3) Organising. 
—Mr. A. W. Black, Mr. P. W. Bunting, M.A., Bev. F. W. Bourne, Bev. B. J. 
Campbell, B.A., Bev. Dr. Clifford, Bev. H. Price Hughes, M.A., Bev. J. H. 
Jowett, M.A., Bev. C. H. Kelly, Mr. Herbert Lewis, M.P., Bev. J. Scott Lidgett, 
M.A., Bev. Dr. Maokennal, Bev. F. B. Meyer, B.A., Bev. Dr. Pope, Bev. Dr. 
Guinness Bogers, Mr. E. C. Bawlings, Mr. J. Compton Bickett, M.P., D.L., 
Mr. D. Shepherd, Alderman Geo. White, M.P., Mr. Bobert Whyte. (4) Tem- 
perance.— Mrs. Caine, Bev. C. F. Aked, D.D., Bev. G. Eayrs, F.B.H.S., Bev. 
Silas K. Hocking, Bev. S. B. Lane, Mr. E. C. Bawlings, Bev. W. Stephen, Bev. 
J. Travis. (5) Legal— Messrs. J. Bamford Slack, B.A. (convener), P. W. 
Bunting, M.A., Herbert Lewis, M.P., B. W. Perks, M.P., E. C. Bawlings, 
Sydney Bobjohns, Bobert Whyte. (6) Social QaeetionB Oommittee. — Mrs. W. S. 
Caine, Mr. P. W. Buntine, M.A., Bev. J. Clifford, M.A., D.D., Bev. H. Price 
Hughes, M.A., Dr. Bendel Harris, Mr. Herbert Lewis, M.P., Bev. J. Scott Lid- 
gett, M.A. , Bev. A. Maokennal, B.A., D.D., Bev. F. B. Meyer, B.A., Bev. T. 
Mitchell, Mr. J. Compton Bickett, M.P., D.L., Alderman Geo. White, M.P., 
Mr. Bobert Whyte. (7) Oirla' OuUd.— Mrs. P. W. Bunting, Miss Cheetham, 
Mrs. Figgis, Miss Heam, Mrs. H. P. Hughes, Mrs. Lenwood, Miss Agnes Slack, 
Miss Evan Spicer, Miss Simmonds, Miss Emily Weatherley, Bev. C. A. Fellowes, 
Bev. J. Hirst HoUowell, Bev. C. H. Kelly, Bev. T. Mitchell, Bev. J. Tolefree 
Parr, Mr. J. Compton Bickett, M.P. (8) Education.— Bev. J. Scott Lidgett, M.A. 
(convener), Bev. C. F. Aked, D.D., Mr. P. W. Bunting, M.A., Bev.B. J. Camp- 
bell, B.A.,Bev. Dr. Clifford, Mr. J. C. Cockbum, Bev. Bryan Dale, Bev. J. Hirst 
Hollowell, Bev. H. P. Hughes, M.A., Mr. A. E. Hutton, M.P., Bev. C. H. Kelly, 
Bev. S. B. Lane, Mr. Herbert Lewis, M.P., Professor Massie, Dr. Pope, Mr. E. C. 
Bawlings, Mr. J. Compton Bickett, M.P.,D.L., Alderman Thomas Snape, J.P., 
Mr. J. Carvell Williams, Alderman Geo. White, M.P., Mr. Bobert Whyte. (9) 
Social Purity Committee.- Bev. C. F. Aked, D.D., Mr. P. W. Bunting, M.A., 
Mrs. P. W. Bunting, Mrs. W. S. Caine, Dr. Bendel Harris, Bev. Silas K. Hock- 
ing, Mrs. H. P. Hughes, Mrs. Lenwood, Bev. J. Scott Lidgett, M.A., Dr. Lush, 
Bev. F. B. Meyer, B.A., Bev. J. Odell, Mr. J. Carvell Williams, Mr. H. J. 
Wilson, M.P. (10) Continental Services.— Mr. P. W. Bunting, M.A., Bev. F. B. 
Cowl, Bev. C. A. Fellowes, Dr. H. S. Lunn, Bev. J. M. G. Owen, Bev. A. 
Bamsey, B.D., Mr. J. Compton Bickett, M.P., D.L., Mr. J. Bamford Slack, 
B.A., Mr. Percy Webb, Mr. Bobert Whyte. 
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LOSSES BY DEATH. 



Again we have to chronicle the removal to higher service of 
a number of the most strenuous workers in our Movement. 
This year the list is a peculiarly heavy and mournful one, 
owing to the character and influence in the Churches and the 
country of not a few who have put off the armour. Among 
these will be found the name of our President-elect, Dr. Joseph 
Parker, who fully hoped almost to the last to preside over 
the Brighton Sessions ; and that of the second President of 
the National Council, Rev. Hugh Price Hughes, M.A., to 
whom the movement owes more, perhaps, than to any other 
man. The paragraphs which allude to the cheerful services 
our valued friends rendered the Movement are necessarily 
brief. Their splendid work, however, can never be for- 
gotten by the National Council nor by their many friends 
in their own districts. Their memory is still fresh, and their 
labours will be inspiration to those who are to-day so faith- 
fully carrying on the Free Church Campaign. 

The Free Church Federation Movement sustained a loss by 

the death of the Rev. Hugh Price Hughes, the 

seriousness of which was only equalled by its 

PrioeHug^s. suddenness. In the zenith of his fame, in 

' the midst of his career and work, death robbed 

us of one of the greatest Free Churchmen, and 

one of the most effective speakers and preachers of his 

time. Mr. Hughes left a mark on his day and generation 

which it will not be easy to efface. Strong, forceful, and 

combative, he threw his whole soul into whatever work he 

undertook, whilst his natural eloquence, power of organisation, 

and honesty of motive and character made him a power which 

it was in\possible to ignore. No one can estimate to what 

extent modem Methodism has been moulded and influenced 

by Mr. Hughes. But he was a man who could not be limited 

to any one denomination. His aims were universal, and his 

spirit truly catholic. The movement for the federation of the 

Free Churches aroused his intense enthusiasm, and from the 
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first he took a leading part in the formation of the National 
Council. He was one of its earliest Presidents, and up to the 
day of his death rendered yeoman service on behalf of 
the Movement. Mr. Hughes, Dr. Berry, and the present 
General Secretary of the Council, were a trio who traversed the 
country, east, west, north, and south, advocating the formation 
of Free Church Councils. Dr. Berry devoted his address to the 
ecclesiastical side of the movement, Mr. Hughes to the social, 
and the General Secretary to the organisation of the work. 
They were inseparable, and knew each other to the depths. 
Dr. Berry is gone, and now Mr. Hughes has departed. There 
had undoubtedly been a change in him for some months before 
the end came. There was an absence of the old alertness which 
he used to show at committee meetings. In former days he was 
the life and soul of such meetings, but at the last committee he 
attended it was observed that he sat silent almost throughout 
the proceedings. But on the day of his decease he was full of 
buoyancy, and chatted brightly about his future work. He 
said to the General Secretary of the Council, who had the last 
sustained conversation with Mr. Hughes on earth, that he fully 
meant to attend the next meeting of the General Committee at 
Birmingham, and also promised to be at Brighton during the 
week of our Annual Council and to address a mass meeting in 
the Dome. 

Mr. Hughes was emphatically a good man — a man of deeply 
religious character. The more intimately he was known, the 
more his friends came to respect and love him. Only 
those who knew him well coj^ld appreciate his nature. 
He was often a misunderstood man, and he felt criticism 
koenly. He was as sensitive as a woman, and one of the 
meekest of men. There never lived a more forgiving man. 
It was impossible for him to bear resentment. The Free Church 
Federation Movement from the first aroused all his sympathy 
and energy. He was present at the first Congress, and helped 
to pilot the scheme through its initial difficulties. He com- 
bated the idea of denominational representation, and carried 
the vote, against considerable opposition, in favour of local 
representation on the National Council. He proposed the 
appointment of the Rev. Thomas Law as Secretary, and, 
with the late Dr. Berry, gave four years to the work of 
Council organisation. Mr. Hughes was Chairman of the com- 
mittee that compiled the Free Church Catechism ; he regarded 
this as one of the best pieces of work in which he had been 
engaged, and rejoiced over the way in which it was received by 
the Churches. He was interested in all the literature issued 
from the Council's offices, and the magazines owe much to him. 
His death creates a blank that cannot be filled. The Federation 
has lost a strong, brave, and enthusiastic leader. 
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A more pathetic tonouncement could hardly have been , 
made than that which told to all men that 
this great Free Church leader had breathed 
PwSw dS! ^^s ^^s*5 "At five o'clock p.m. Dr. Parker 
' * ascended." His loss is incalculable not only 
to Nonconformity, but to the entire religious world. 
The Free Churches can ill afford to lose such men. But for the 
fact that, while Grod removes His workers. He carries on His 
work, despair would be easy. One great consolation is that while 
the blow was so staggering Dr. Parker had fulfilled a long and 
fruitful ministry. God had called him to positions of dis- 
tinguished usefulness in the Congregational Ministry, and 
honoured him exceedingly in each of them. 

His well-known work in London for the long period of 
thirty-three years, first at the Poultry, then at the City Temple, 
was unique. His Thursday Mid-day Service was an innovation 
which few persons thought could have continued. To this he 
gave his best, and was in his happiest mood when addressing 
the large audiences which assembled week by week. Twice 
his brethren in the ministry accorded Dr. Parker the 
highest honour Congregationalists have to confer by electing 
him chairman of the Congregational Union. His heart-long- 
ing for a more robust and eflScient Congregationalism was 
emphasised in his proposed scheme for a United Congregational 
Church. 

His interest in the formation of Free Church Councils 
throughout the country was most hearty. He regarded the 
Federation movement as the greatest movement of the nine- 
teenth century, and gave to its multiplied operations and schemes 
his warmest support and practical assistance whenever possible. 
Dr. Parker's acceptance of the Presidency of the National 
Council for the year 1903 gave a thrill of joyful satisfaction to 
the Councils throughout the country. He looked upon his 
election to this position as the crowning honour of his life. 
From his great personality as well as from his address from 
the chair much inspiration had been looked for. The work 
of the Council would have received a distinct impetus by his 
Chairmanship had not the call come to the higher service. 
Indeed so profound was his concern for the Council's useful- 
ness that he offered to take a series of meetings a few years 
ago in furtherance of its work throughout the country, but 
especially in the rural districts. A plan for this tour was 
practically matured. But his wife's death made it impossible. 

Always in advance of his work, Dr. Parker never postponed 
anything to the last moment. In proof of this may be 
instanced the fact that immediately he was elected to the 
presidency of the National Council he set to work to prepare 
the presidential address. The fortunate result is that it was 
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ready for delivery before he passed away. " He being dead 
yet speaketh." As to the education measure passed by 
Parliament, Dr. Parker took up the position of uncompro- 
mising hostility to it. He was exceedingly vigorous in his 
resistance, and he only wished that he had been twenty years 
younger that he might enter into the fray. 

It was during his ministry at Basingstoke that the Rev. 
Henry Barron's special gifts as a speaker and 

B „ organiser were recognised, and he was induced 

^EMToSf^ to undertake the work of Evangelical Secretary, 
and then General Secretary to the Hants Congre- 
gational Union. In recognition of his conspicuous 
efforts, this Union conferred its highest honour upon him by 
electing him Chairman in 1883-4. During his residence in 
Basingstoke he took a prominent part in advocating the right 
of the Salvation Army to hold public processions in the streets^ 

Mr. Barron removed to Batley, Yorks, and thence found his 
way to London, where he successfully ministered at Hanover 
Chapel, Peckham, and East Finchley. He was a man of con- 
siderable culture and good taste, an excellent business man, 
and an ideal Secretary. It was due to his untiring efforts that 
the Balham and Upper Tooting Free Church Council was pro- 
moted and successfully developed. He was its first Secretary, 
and his broad sympathy, keen judgment, and wise statesman- 
ship have been important factors in its steady progress. 

His long-continued and painful illness, which necessitated 
two surgical operations, was borne with great courage, and as 
a token of admiration and sympathy in his affliction, a project 
was on foot among the members of the Free Church Council to 
present him with an address accompanied by a purse of money, 
but owing to his prostration part of this project could not be 
carried out. Just before he died the President of the Council, 
Mr. Henry HoUoway, on its behalf, sent him a cheque for fifty 
guineas, which he received with deep feelings of delighted 
gratefulness. 

The Council at its annual meeting passed a unanimous vote 
of condolence with Mrs. Barron and the family. He leaves a 
widow and family of six, one of his sons being an M.D. of 
London University. The funeral took place at Nunhead, when 
the Rev. Dr. Adeney, Professor of New College, officiated. 

The death of the Rev. Dr. S. H. Booth removed from the 

ranks of the National Council's army of workers 

Rev. S. H. in earlier days a man who was widely known and 

Booth, D.D. beloved. Although for the last four years he 

was cut off from all public duties through an 

attack of paralysis, his interest in the work of the Council was 
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fervent and deep. He was appointed Secretary of the Baptist 
Union in 1877 and held the position with a brief interval 
until the illness came that necessitated his resignation. 

The Cambridge Council mourn the removal by death of Mr. 
William Chivers. He had been for many years 
a valued deacon of Histon Baptist Church. Nearly 
^ChS^!" ^'^^ persons were present at the funeral, includ- 
ing I^ofessor Rendel Harris, the President of 
the Cambridge Federation, and many Free Church 
ministers and prominent laymen. The Cambridge Free Church 
Council sent a deputation. He took most active interest in its 
work. 

The Free Churches of Sheffield and district have passed 
through a period of trial owing to the removal 
of several prominent leaders. The Rev. J. D. 
CroSenl D*D C^^*^®^> D.D., has also gone over to the great 
' ' majority. His was a rare and beautiful spirit. 
He possessed true scholarship, but it was strictly 
reserved for service and never used for display. His con- 
victions were strong ; he reverenced his conscience as his 
king ; but though fearless in expressing the truth that was in 
him, he always manifested a charity and a sweet reasonableness 
that made opponents think kindly of him. He served the Free 
Church Council in many ways. He advocated its principles in 
public ; he commended its work in private, and endeavoured 
to dissipate distrust of its aims and methods wherever he found 
it. He was invaluable on committees for the wisdom and 
patience he ever displayed. As a vice-president he lent dignity 
to the movement. But his chief service, and one which he 
discharged with great tact and ability, was to visit and welcome 
Free Church ministers on their arrival and settlement in the 
city. His funeral was largely attended. Ministers who had 
formerly been students of his at Ranmoor bore him to his last 
resting-place. Dr. Townsend paid an eloquent and deserved 
tribute to the worth of his character and the features of his 
work. 

In October last the Wandsworth Council lost a most zealous 

worker by the death of the Rev. W. Hamilton. On 

Rev. W. leaving the Pastors' College he was chosen by the 

Hamilton, late Mr. Spurgeon to proceed to Cape Town to 

1IX.S.B. found a new Church there. Returning to England 

in 1885 he became the Pastor of Battersea Baptist 

Chapel. There he threw himself with energy and wisdom 

into the public life of the locality. As poor law guardian, 

library commissioner, and school board member he did eminent 
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public service. Not the least was the zeal with which he 
advocated the movement of the National Free Church Council. 
He became the first Secretary of the Wandsworth Council and 
spared no pains in seeking to make it an effective force in the 
district. On his health giving way in February last friends 
rallied round him and he was presented with an illuminated 
address and a purse of over £250. His removal is mourned 
by a wide circle of friends, while his loss to the Council is 
very considerable. No more devoted worker in the federa- 
tion of the Free Churches could have been found. 

The Black Country loses a singularly striking personality in 
the death of Alderman John Harper, of Bilston. 

-. . Marvellously active up to the time he was forced 

John B^pei*. *^ ^^® ^ ^^^ ^®^» ^^^ share in magisterial duties 

' and his interest in local and national affairs 

knew no abatement. This, notwithstanding he 

had reached the ripe age of eighty-two years. 

A prominent Wesleyan, Mr. Harper held most of the of&ces 
which laymen can occupy in that Church. He was a trustee 
of no fewer than seven chapels and mission-rooms. For years 
he occupied the presidency of the local Temperance Associa- 
tion, the District Provident Society, and the Wesley Guild. 
His home at Bilston was frequently the meeting-place of 
leaders in connection with religious and philanthropic move- 
ments. His removal is felt most keenly by the Free Church 
Council. Few men took a more intelligent interest in the local 
Free Church Council than the deceased Alderman. All its 
operations had his full sympathy and energetic support. Only 
once was he absent from the Annual Meeting of the National 
Council, and then he was represented by his son, Mr. F. 
Harper. His shapely head, covered with a wealth of silvery 
hair, made him always a picturesque and stately personage 
at its gatherings. 

With tragic suddenness. Alderman Hart, J.P., President of 

the Birmingham and District Council, passed 

away on November 11, 1902. A man of many 

j^^"5^ activities, and possessed of keen, discriminating 

^^ * ' judgment, Mr. Hart not only for many years 

carried on a successful business at Birmingham, 

but was prominent in both municipal and religious affairs in 

his native city. In 1876 his merits were recognised by his 

fellow-citizens in his election to the Town Council, and he had 

been there just ten years when his colleagues made him an 

alderman. His principal work on the Council was done in 

relation to the Watch Committee, of which for six years he 

was chairman. In politics Mr. Hart was an ardent Liberal, 
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and gained wide popularity as Treasurer of the National Liberal 
Federation, to which post he was elected again and again. He 
was a loyal Free Methodist, holding the position of Treasurer 
to the Connexion. 

Mr. Hart's work in connection with the Free Church 
Federation Movement cannot be lightly estimated. It had 
his enthusiastic interest and practical support. On the forma- 
tion of the West Midlands Federation he was elected Treasurer 
by an unanimous vote. He also did good service as President 
of that body. It was after presiding at a meeting of the 
Birmingham and District Council that he suddenly collapsed 
on his return home, and death took place almost immediately. 
His passing away was a blow, not only to the Free Churches 
at Birmingham, but to the movement in general, for he acted 
for some years on the Central Executive, only retiring when 
the pressure of other work made his continuance thereon 
impossible. 

The death of Mr. J. C. Horobin, M.A., principal of Homerton 

New College, Cambridge, for the training of 

female teachers, is another loss. From 1890-1896 

Ho^in. MJL. ^^ ^'^^ * member of the London School Board, 

* and acted with the Progressive party. At the 

General Election in 1900 Mr. Horobin contested 

the Stowmarket division of Suffolk in the Liberal interest. 

A man of many ideals, he had a strong practical vein in his 

character, and was one of the earliest promoters of the scheme 

for the Free Church for the Rock Estate near Cambridge. 

Naturally the Federation of Free Churches gave him much 

satisfaction, while the local Council in its varied movements 

was heartily supported by him. 

By the death of Alderman Cadwaladr Richard Jones, J.P., 
the Free Churches of North Wales mourn the 
JUdepmaii removal of a prominent leader. The son of Rev. 
C. R. Jones, Cadwaladr Jones, of Dolgelly, his unblemished 
J-P- personal character, and his readiness to co- 
operate in every beneficent movement, gained 
for him a host of friends, drawn from every class of society. 
His death is keenly felt by the Congregational Church, 
Llanfyllin, which he served as deacon for many years. In 
1897 he was elected Chairman of the English Congregational 
Union of North Wales, while in the following year he was 
raised to the Chairmanship of the Welsh Congregational Union. 
He was the founder, and for some time editor, of a popular 
Welsh monthly journal. On the establishment of the Llan- 
fyllin Free Church Council Mr. Jones was appointed its 
Chairman, taking active part, when health permitted, in the 
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development of its organisations. His championship of 
Liberalism and religious equality is well known throughout 
Wales. In all probability he travelled more and delivered 
more speeches on behalf of the principles he so dearly 
cherished than any living Welshman. 

The death of Mr. J. E. Kirby is a great loss to the Hornsey 

Council of which he was President. Mr. Kirby was 

one of the founders of MountView Congregational 

Mpby. Church, Stroud Green, and established a Sunday 

School there, of which for eight years he was 

Superintendent. His eldest son is the Rev. E. T. 

Kirby, of Southport, and his youngest daughter married Rev. 

H. E. Heywood, of Hove. Mr. Kirby's activities among the 

Churches earned for him the title of lay-bishop of North 

London. His very last activities were associated with the 

Council, of which he was a most vigorous supporter. 

^ By the death of the Rev. John Matthews there has been 
removed to higher service one of the earliest 
friends of the Free Church Federation Move- 
Hattl^m nient. Before the idea of union amongst the 
Free Churches had caught on, he was a pioneer 
toiler in the good cause, and did yeoman's service 
for federation with no little persistence and devotion. He took 
an active part in the formation of the London Nonconformist 
Council, which was ultimately merged into the Metropolitan 
Federation of the Free Churches. Later he was for some time 
Secretary of the Metropolitan Federation, giving his whole time 
to the work. Mr. Matthews was trained for the Baptist ministry, 
but changing his views he joined the ranks of the Congrega- 
tionalists. In the latter denomination he held pastorates at 
Wokingham, High Barnet and Gravesend. It was at Gravesend 
that he was seized with an illness that proved extremely painful 
and tedious. He bore his sufferings with patience and resigna- 
tion till the release came at his residence in Norwood in the 
middle of November last. 

Most sudden was the passing away of the Rev. Alfred Moon. 
At Newmarket, while choir and congregation 
were singing the words "0 man, with eyes 
Mo^^ majestic after death," he was seen to faint. At 
once he was carried from the pulpit to the 
vestry, and a wish often expressed, that he 
might be spared a lingering illness, was graciously fulfilled 
Mr. Moon was a model Christian, and his ministry was a very 
fruitful one. At Ottery St. Mary, Halesowen, Sudbury, New- 
market, and finally at Kelvedou he made many friends. Few 



286 FEDERATION REPORT. 



men have been 8o mnch beloved. He was Ohairman of the 
Cambridgeshire Congregational Union in 1898-9. At the in- 
auguration of the Newmarket and District Free Church Council, 
he was chosen first President. There is hardly need to say 
that the presidential office was worthily filled during two 
successive years. A man so widely esteemed and of so many 
excellent parts could but be a great quickening force in the 
early years of the Council's movements,^ when there was an 
imperative need for the tact and wisdom which Mr. Moon was 
able to bring to its initial activities. His memory will be 
green among not a few friends and fellow workers in Free 
Church ministries for a long time to come. 

To the Rev. William Isaac Morris, of Pontypridd, were given 

a variety of noble qualities and attainments 

which made him a unique power for good on all 

ItaM Hi^B. ^^^- ^^^ chief object of his care was his 

Church and pulpit, but every worthy cause found 

^ in him a prudent counsellor and an energetic 

worker. As might have been expected, the campaign of the 

National Council in its ramified endeavours to bring the Free 

Churches into line on their great progressive principles, had 

in him a hearty supporter. He was closely identified with 

the executive of the local Free Church Council, and used his 

influence on the platform and in multiplied ways to promote 

its usefulness. 

For over twenty years he was Secretary of the East Glamor- 
gan Association of Congregational Churches, and for another 
year its chairman. In emergencies his tact and integrity were 
such that his advice and help were called for from far and 
near. He peacefully passed away in August last, mourned 
by a wide circle of friends. 

Almost in a moment came the swift death-angel to Councillor 

Norman, of Cardiff. He was present at the 

Annual Home Missionary Meeting at Conway 

^Norawm."^ ^^^^ Wesleyan Church, of which he was a 

prominent member. An address had been given 

by Rev. W. E. Sellers, to whom Councillor Beavan 

moved and Mr. Norman seconded a vote of thanks. During 

. the singing of the hymn that followed he fell to the floor and 

shortly afterwards passed away. At the Wesleyan Conference 

Mr. Norman had acted as a lay representative. He will be 

greatly missed in Free Church circles in the Principality. A 

prudent and willing worker in the Cardiff Free Church 

Council, his pathetically sudden removal deprives it of a 

personality that could ill be spared and whose place it will 

be difficult to fill. 
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We excee(Jingly regret to annonnce the death of the Rev. 

A. T. Osborne, of King^s Lynn, the Secretary >of 

the local Council and of the West Norfolk Federa- 

Osborae. *^^^ from its inauguration. Mr. Osborne, who 

was a man of great geniality, sweetness, and 

industry, had special qualifications for his work, 

and he brought the organisation of Nonconformity in King's 

Lynn and West Norfolk to practical perfection. Prom the 

commencement of the Federation movement in Norfolk, Mr. 

Osborne became a great enthusiast in all its operations. He 

practically devoted the whole of his time to the work, and it 

was his perfect delight to do it. He visited and re- visited all 

the villages of the district, distributing literature and delivering 

lectures. He was a regular contributor to the local press on 

Free Church matters. He never missed the meetings of the 

National Council, though he was always a silent member. It 

is the second break in the ranks of the Federation secretaries. 

The Executive of the local Council has placed on record its 

sense of Mr. Osborne's ability. Mr. Osborne's contributions to 

the Free Church Chronicle were numerous and helpful. 

Very pathetic was the sudden removal of the Rev. Levi 
Palmer of Taunton. In addition to his purely 
pastoral duties his public work was of a most 
j^Jj^J^ varied kind. He established an elementary 
school on the lines of the British School System. 
This he was led to do in order to save the 
children of his people from the pernicious influence of the 
High Church teaching in the Clerical Schools. His labours in 
Taunton in connection with the Free Church Federation move- 
ment were many and vigorous. 

The Bolton Council has sustained a great loss in the sudden 

removal of the indefatigable secretary, Mr. Alfred 

Roscoe. He had two seizures of paralysis, and 

Roi^M* was peacefully taken away on Sunday morning, 

August 31st, being laid in his final resting-place, 

Wednesday, September 3rd. The loss seemed 

irreparable, as Mr. Roscoe was a most enthusiastic worker, 

and for a long time to come his place will not be filled. As 

the Secretary of the Council he was always at his post, and he 

knew how to rally the workers around him. 
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PUBLICATION 

DEPARTMENT. 

It is with great pleasure that we report the continued develop- 
ment of this department. The year has been one of steady 
growth. It has been our aim to cater as much as possible for 
the growing needs of the Councils. Local Secretaries — ^whose 
co-operation we gladly welcome and invite — ^are finding that 
this department is becoming invaluable to them in their work. 
Especially is this so in regard to Missions, for we endeavour to' 
supply all necessary publications. The following conveys some 
idea of what we supply for the Missions conducted by our own 
and other Missioners : — The Free Church Mission Hymnal 
(in various editions) ; Tune Books (also in various editions) ; 
"Preparing the Way," a handbook for the organisation of 
Missions; Prayer Cards; Workers' Cards; Inquirers' Cards; 
Booklets for New Converts; advertisement leaflets; portrait 
posters ; dainty palette circulars, &c., &c. Our aim is not to 
take away work from the local printer, but to supply publica- 
tions which, owing to the cost of production, would be too 
expensive to provide for a single mission. We gladly take 
this opportunity of expressing our thanks for the loyal support 
given to us by our Secretaries, and especially do we appreciate 
the help often rendered in the way of suggestions. 

We give a few of the more prominent of our publications, 
dealing first with the most recent. 

On January 29th we published "The Free Churchman's 

Guide to the Education Act, 1902." The contents 

Th6 Free include : — " The full Text of the Education Act 

^J52^^^« of 1902, with Explanatory and Advisory Notes 

Education Act, ^^^ Appendices, and text of all that is left of the 

1902. other Education Acts, by Edmund C. Rawlings, 

Solicitor of the Supreme Court," and " A Sketch 

of the History of Popular Education in England and Wales, by 

Rev. W. J. Townsend, D.D., President of the National Council 

of Evangelical Free Churches." This invaluable handbook, 

published at so opportune a time, received the success its 

contents so richly merit. It has already proved of value to 

Free Churchmen in the Education struggle. It contains 

some 280 extra crown 8vo pages, and is issued in a neat, handy 

style. The book is sold at two shillings and sixpence net. 
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This vade mecum of Free Churchmen was published early in 

April. It yearly becomes more attractive and 

Ch^^V^* valuable, and is indispensable as a book of 

Book^liwSf reference. The 1902 volume ran to 350 pages, 

and there is ample promise of this being exceeded 

by the 1903 issue. The Year Book is attractive 

in get-up, bound in red cloth, and sold at 2s. 6d. net. Its 

popularity and usefulness are evidenced by the circulation, 

which increases each year. The contents of t&e 1903 issue 

(which will be ready the first week in April) will include : — 

YSBBATIM BePOBTS OF THE SeBMONS AND FaPSBS OITSN AT THE BbIOETON 

Council. 
Nambb of Bepbebentatives. 
Names of Pebsonal Membebs. 
Beyibw of the Yeab. 

H18TOBT of the Fbee Chubch Fedebatiom Moybxent. 
List of Fbee Chubch Councils and Sbcbetabies. 
Distbict Fedebations. 
Fbee Chuboh Statistics of England and Wales. 

Church Aocommodation. — Commonicants. — Sunday-School Teachers. 

— Sunday Scholars. — Ministers actually at Work.— Local Preachers, 

COUUUNICANTS OF ESTABLISHED AND NON-ESTABLISHED ChUBCHEB. 

National Education. 
Intebnational Fioubes. 

Methodists.— Baptists.— Presbyterians. — Congregationalists, &o» 

COMPABATIYE LtTEBNATIONAL STATISTICS. 
COMPABATIVE STATISTICS FOB ENGLAND AND WaLES. 

Scotland. 

Tbaining Colleges open to Fbee Chubchhen. 

Fbee Chubch Secondabt Schools. 

MiNisTEBiAL Colleges. 

Settlements. 

Fbee Chubch Obganisations. 

Addbessbs of Officials of Fbee Chubch Denominations, <S:o., &o. 

The great reception given to the publication of this book in 

December, 1901, has tempted us to issue it in a 

cheaper form. On December 13, 1902, we 

AuiDbT Sa^'" published an edition at the popular price of 

Dograp y-^^Q shillings and sixpence. From all sides we 

have received congratulations on the excellence of 

this cheaper edition. P.S.A.'s, Sunday Schools, &c., have shown 

their approval by universally adopting it as one of their most 

valued prize books. The book contains some 380 pages, and 

includes some sixteen quaint and interesting art cuts, and is 

bound in art vellum. 

Of the more expensive edition nearly 10,000 had been sold 
within the twelvemonth. At the time of going to press the 
sales of the cheaper edition were in the tenth thousand also. 
Both editions are on sale. The volume received most laudatory 
reviews, of which the following are a few extracts : — 

20 



290 FEDERATION REPORT. 

Dailjr Vewi. — <* A faseinating romance, a delioious artiess love story ; a 
powerful engine, subtle and irresistible for the defenoe of direct revival 
e£fort; an internal messenger to the individual conscience. ... A more 
perfect piece of narrative has seldom appeared of late." 

Britiih WeeUy.— ** His story is set forth with fulness of detail and literary 
skill. . . . Every Free Churchman ought to have the book on his shelves." 

Wtttmlniter Oaiette. — ** A singularly readable and interesting book ... is 
full of good things." 

Ohristlan Budget — <* Full of romance, rich in anecdotes, a splendid record of 
revival work." 

Manchester Quarcllan. — ** None of those who are in any sympathy with his 
work can fail to read the book with much pleasure." 

Ohristian World.— <* We commend the book as a singularly interesting 
career of a man who has done great things." 

Sheffield Independent — *' Full of incident and attraction ; ... the genuine 
humanity and earnestness of the man is apparent on every page. It is hand- 
somely produced, and contains many portraits." 

Olaiffow Times.—'* A very romantic story told with much skill." 

Bristol Echo. — ** There is not a dull page in it from beffinning to end." 

Methodist Times. — " This fascinating record of a wonderful life." 

Eastern Morning News. — ** The book is a manly record of a manly, well- 
spent, and devoted life." 

Methodist Recorder.— ** We wish that it might be read in every Christian 
home, and by every minister." 

Northern Echo. — ** An extremely readable book — ^not a dull page in it." 

Missionary News. — " The most fascinating autobiography I have read for 
many a day." 

The extensive circulation of this magazine has enabled us to 

permanently increase its size, beginning with the 

The Free January, 1903, issue. Hitherto it has been six- 

Chupchman. *®®^ pages in length, it is now twenty-four pages. 

As a token of its quality we might mention that 

its circulation per month is almost treble what 

ifc was during 1902. From all sides we have received letters 

testifying to its excellence. Our aim in issuing it has been to 

provide a magazine that is bright and up-to-date, interesting 

and helpful to all, and at the same time permeated with Free 

Church teaching. We gladly supply specimens, booklet 

entitled " How to Localise," and all particulars on application. 

We append a few of the Press opinions on our specimen 

number and programme : — 

The Daily News. — The Free Churchman is as near perfection as a magazine 
can be for tiiis purpose. Notwithstanding its many rivals, the Free Churchman 
by its own intrinsic merit, will more than hold its own. . . . For localisation 
there is no better magazine issued. It ought to find its way into every Free 
jChurch home." 

Ohristian World.— "Eminently adapted for localisation in Free Churches. 
. . . Many great names in literature, the Free Churches, and the professional 
world, appear in the list of contributors." 

Christian €k>nmionwealth. — **The magazine is a remarkable production, 
being undoubtedly far and away the best number of this periodical that has yet 
been issued. 

Kraminer.— ** The Free Churchman is exactly what is needed by Free Church 
Councils and Churches for localisation." 
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The usefulness of this organ of the Free Church Movement 

is now everjrwhere recognised. Not only does it 

vwacii 1i ^^^*^°^P^^^ ^^ cause of the Free Churches, but 

^ir^d? through its pages Council secretaries and workers 

are kept in touch with the Federation moyement. 

It has become an increasing force in the Free 

Church world. Its news is such as can be obtained from 

no other one source, and its contributors include some of the 

most distinguished men in Nonconformity. It has rendered 

invaluable service in the Education campaign. The Chronicle 

is published on the 25th of each month at the price of 

twopence. The following are among its regular features : — 



Gz^sT Smith's Inqvibt Dbpabtuknt. 

Thb GntLs' Guild, bt Pbiscilla, two pages every month devoted to the 
work of the Girls' Guild. 

IliLUSTBATED InTBBVDSWS WITH PbOHINENT FbEB GhUBCHMSN. 

Fbxb Ghubch Problems : By well-known experts. 

Monthly Sebmon by a Lbadino Pbeacheb. 

Illustbated Sketches of Well-known Fbee Ghubchmen, including those 

who hold high positions in Municipal and Parliamentary life. 
Illubtbatej) Accounts of the District Federations. 
Symposiums on Subjects of Pbessino Interest to Free Churchmen. 
Popular Expositions of Free Church Principles and Tbachino. 
Secretaries' Page : A Sketch every month of a Local Secretary, together 

with hints and suggestions useful to all Secretaries. 
News of the Councilb. Notes from the Provinces. 

Chronicle Chat. Beviews of Books. 

Illustrated Accounts of Special Work done by the Councils. 
Full Information ooNCERNiNa the Progress of the National Council's 

Enterprises. 
Intbrbsting Aocounts of Federation Abroad. 
Tms Old Portrait Album : Some character sketches from life. 



This increasingly popular publication has now a regular 
sale of several thousands weekly. Published 
FFMChnreh specifically for the Simultaneous Mission of 
HyninaL 1901, its worth was immediately recognised, for 
a million and a quarter copies were sold during 
the first few months. It has since been almost 
universally adopted for mission services throughout the 
country, because of the choiceness of the selection, its evan- 
gelical tone and up-to-dateness, and the low price charged. 
The Hymnal is now published in three forms : — ^White paper 
cover, 3s. per 100 ; stout red cover, 5s. per 100 ; strong linen 
cover, 7s. per 100. The Tune-books are issued in Old Notation 
and 'Tonic-Sol-Fa at prices Is., Is. 6d., 28., and 2s. 6d., according 
to binding. We have issued the Hymnal in the different styles 
so as to meet the requirements of P.SA.'s, Y.M.C.A.'s, Bible 
Classes, C.E. Societies, Guilds, &c. 
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As we predicted in oar last Report, this handy yolnme, written 

by Mr. Edmund G. Bawlings, has had an extensive 

The Pree^ sale. It has answered a long-felt need. The first 

^^|5*g^'* large edition was sold out within a few days of its 

book. " Publication, and now only a few copies of the 

second impression are on hand. As will be seen 

from the. following list of contents, the volume deals with 

subjects of constant interest : — 



BuBULS — Procedure in consecrated 
ground— In unconsecrated ground 
— Chapel yards and burial-grounds 
— Custody — ^Disuse. 

Chapbls Ain> SuNDAT ScBOOLS— Begis- 
tration — ^Value thereof — ^Liability 
for taxes — ^Exemption from taxes 
— Tithe and land tax — Paving 
charges. 

Chasities — Constitution — Manage- 
ment. 

Chabity Commissioners — Powers. 

Chabitable Bequests — ^How made — 
Invalid. 

Childbbn— Prevention of cruelty to. 



Education — Voluntary — Secondary- 
Technical. 

Licensing — How to oppose licenses — 
Appeals from refusals to grant — 
How to act. 

Mabbuoe— Formalities prior thereto — 
Who may perform— Begistration 
of Chapels. 

MiNisTEBs — Their privileges — Dis- 
abilities—Houses provided for. 

Paupebs — Settlements — Workhouse 
chaplains. 

Tbusts — How constituted — Trustees 
Appointments Acts. 

Votes — Parliamentary — MunicipaL 

&C.,(fe0.,&0. 



We may state that Mr. W. P. Hartley, J.P., presented a copy 
of this legal book to every Primitive Methodist minister. 

This publication — in many respects the most important of 
all — ^has now a steady, continuous sale. Sunday 
Schools, &c., have adopted it all over the 

Cate^i^ country, and are finding it invaluable to them 
in inculcating the fundamental and essential 
truths of Christianity. Its sales have reached 
nearly 400,000 copies. 

We are glad to report an increasing demand for the pub- 
lications of the Free Church Girls' Guild. We 
are on the alert to meet the requirements of 
]Mblication8. *^® movement as it develops. So far our 
publications for the Girls' Guild include : 
Members' Registers, Associate Members' Regis- 
ters, Membership Cards, Transfer Forms, Application Forms, 
Porch Cards, Rules, &c. Secretaries have found the Mission 
Hymnal to be of great service to them in their various meetings- 
The Girls' Guild Manual is still in great demand. This hand- 
book is divided into three sections, viz. : I. The need for a 
Guild. II. How to start a Guild. III. The work of a Guild. 
The first section consists of three papers written by the Rev. 
J. G. Greenhough, M.A., Miss Marianne Famingham, and Mrs. 
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Percy W. Bunting. The second and third sections deal with 
such topics as : First Steps, The Guild Committee, The Opening 
Social, After the Social, The First Regular Meeting, The Guild 
— a connecting link, The Employment Bureaus, Other Work, 
A Guild at Work, Specimen Constitution, &c. 

The other publications which are still in great demand 
include the Monthly Visitor (a four-page tract 
by a Free Church leader, specially issued to 
PabU^tions ^^^^* ^^ house visitation); a booklet entitled 
' "Eight Years in Darkest London," by the Rev. 
J. Tolefree Parr; Council minute books, and 
various booklets and leaflets. The manager of the Publication 
Department will be glad to supply a detailed list of publi- 
cations, with prices, on application. 



CIRCULATING LIBRARY. 

Not the least important branch of the National Council's 
work is the Circulating Library. The past year has been one 
wherein the usefulness of the Library boxes has been fully 
evidenced. We are constantly receiving from all parts letters 
of appreciation for the loan of the boxes of books. Such a loan 
in the rural districts where good literature is difficult to obtain 
is often anticipated by considerable enthusiasm. There are 
in all 75 boxes in circulation — each box containing upwards 
of sixty volumes. The books are the works of the best 
authorities and writers in the various departments of Biblical 
Exposition, Theology, Biography, Missionary and Temperance 
Work, &c. Only literature of the highest standard is used. 
From time to time the contents of each box are revised, new 
volumes being added. Each box is lent free (on application by 
resolution) to any Evangelical Free Church Council af&liated 
with the National Council of the Evangelical Free Churches, 
and may be kept for three months. 

During the past year the total number of boxes sent to Councils 
in all parts of England was 275, nearly 7,000 

Cironlatioii. volumes being issued by the local Councils to 
their members. 

The methods adopted by librarians in their endeavours to 

make the best use of this Library differ in the 

Methods of various localities. No attempt is made by the 

Cironlatioii. Central Of&ce to impose a rigid uniformity of 

method in the work. Everything is left to local 

discretion. In some Councils a Reading Circle is formed. 
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and the books are passed round among the members : in 
other cases the box is deposited in a convenient central 
place — as a vestry or schoolroom — and the librarian attends for 
the change of books at stated times ; or, again, the librarian has 
the box at his own residence, and exchanges the volumes as 
often as necessary. If an enterprising Free Churchman who 
has a place of business in a central position is appointed 
librarian, this latter plan has been found very convenient. In 
some towns where there is a small Public Library arrange- 
ments have been made for our boxes to be placed in the care of 
the librarian, who issues these books along with his own. 

We append a few of the expressions of appre- 
Appreciation. elation as a sample of what we are continually 
receiving : — 

Crewe. — *' Books much appreciated. No work engaged in by the National 
Ck>\mcil is more important than this.*' 

Riddings and Somerootes. — " We so much enjoy them that we are somewhat 
lost without them." , 

RhyL— " Greatly appreciated.** 

Ohester.— **An inestimable boon to a very worthy section of our people. 
Your Library must be performing a imique though silent work throughout 
the land.*' ,- ^ ^ 

Oheadle.— *' Greatly appreciated by our Council." 

This Library might be even of greater service if we had 
extra funds at command for increasing the number of boxes 
and books. It is also desirable to be constantly renewing with 
the best and latest books. As far as possible we do this. 
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FEDERATION 

ABROAD. 

Every week brings some commtmicatioiis to the Central Office 
which show the growth of the Federation Movement in foreign 
countries. One feature of this year's work has been the tour 
of Rev. J. F. B. Tinling, M.A., in Canada, under the auspices 
of the Committee of the National Council. His visit has been 
highly successful. On all hands there was a felt hunger for 
unity in. operation and encouragement in Council. In America 
the Federation Movement is making rapid strides under the 
wise leadership of Rev. Dr. Sanford, General Secretary of 
the United States National Federation of Churdies and 
Workers. 

The question of assisting the formation of Federations on the 
Continent of Europe similar to the organisations at home has 
received the Committee's consideration. Pastor Rohrbach, of 
Berlin, has warmly expressed his own sympathy with the 
Movement. Progress has been made in arrangements for the 
appointment of correspondents in every foreign city who will 
Report regularly to the National Council. 

The following Reports give some record of what has been 
accomplished : — 

I.— Thb Unitbd States. 

At a meeting of the Executive Board of the National Federa- 
tion of Churches, held in New York November 5, 
1902, the General Secretary made a report of two 
Unu^ty. *^^P® ^ ^^ Middle West— one in the spring and 
^* the other just completed — covering together about 
10,000 miles of travel. Correspondence prepared 
the way for meetings that brought together many of the men 
who have in charge the Home Mission and Church Extension 
interests of denominations representing nine-tenths of the 
English-speaking Church membership in the States of Michigan, 
Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, South Dakota, Iowa, Kansas, 
and Nebraska. With entire and earnest unanimity of action 
steps were taken in all these States to secure the appointment 
of representatives from the denominational bodies to meet in 
conference and decide the question of organisation. At a 
meeting held in Lincoln, Neb., October 29th, delegates 
appointed by the leading denominations, by unanimous vote 
organised the Nebraska Federation of Churches. The consti- 
tution adopted was like that of the Ohio and New York 
Federations. Similar conventions were held at Barraboo, Wis., 
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late in November ; Lansing, Mich., December 10th ; Chicago* 
December 15th. The expectation is strong that these Federa- 
tions will do much to promote co-operation among the Churches 
by united counsel and action that will secure co-ordination of 
forces, avoid waste through excessive competition, and make 
more effective the work of evangelisation in needy sections. 
In Chicago, Milwaukee, Minneapolis, St. Louis, Peoria, Kansas 
City, Topeka, and Omaha, strong committees have in charge 
the interests of local federated action and organisation. 

The General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South, representing a membership of over 1,000,000, at its 
meeting in Dallas, Texas, last April, gave its welcome to the 
message brought by Dr. Sanford on behalf of the National 
Federation of Churches, and adopted a resolution requesting 
their Board of Bishops to appoint representatives to attend the 
meeting of the National Federation in 1905. Already response 
to the action taken at the convention in Washington, last 
February, gives assurance that the gathering of representatives 
of the Protestant Christian forces of the United States in the 
meeting of 1905 will be one of the most important ever held in 
this country. 

The Disciples of Christ, at their great convention in Omaha (in 
October), numbering over 6,000 delegates, adopted a resolution 
approving the spirit and purpose of the National Federation. 

Rev. Dr. Sanford explains that in four cities — Toledo, Ohio, 

Albany, N.Y., Auburn, Me., Defiance, Ohio — during 

What Local ^^ P^^ months, volunteer visitors from the 

Federatioiui Federated Churches, numbering over 2,000, have 

are Doing, engaged in a house-to-house visitation. Other 

Federations plan a similar work, and in some cities 

a systematic and frequent visitation is carried on. 

Several Federations have taken effective action for civic, 
social, and moral righteousness, and by putting a stop to sources 
of corruption that were debauching the young and disgracing 
the community, have accomplished surprising results that were 
only possible by their united action. In some cases where such 
unity of action was reached, the politicians at once conceded 
all that was desired without contest ! The power of the united 
Churches was irresistible. 

Eleven years ago delegates, appointed by religious bodies 

representing nine-tenths of the Protestant Church 

membership of Maine, organised a " commission " 

Federa^ni. '^^^^ ^^^ proved in the most practical way that 

it is possible through representative and mutual 

counsel " to prevent waste of resources and effort 

in the smaller towns ; and both stimulate interest and advise 

regarding missionary work in destitute districts, and the 
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planting of new organisations." The story of the work 
accomplished by this State Federation, and others recently 
organised, is full of interest. Not the least among their 
benefits is the aid and impulse they give in the organisation 
of local Federations. 

This organisation having on its official boards honoured and 
representative leaders of religious bodies interested 
in this great movement has, for its main purpose, 
Feder^onT *^® promotion of federative action and organisation 
in every State and community. In this, as in other 
service, the law has proved true that when seed 
and soil are propitious Ood is pleased to use some human 
agency to help in bringing them together. Even those who 
believed that some instrumentality of a national character was 
called for have been surprised at the results that have already 
followed aid rendered by this organisation. It has taken the 
initiative in the action that has secured the organisation of State 
Federations in New York, Ohio, Massachusetts, and Nebraska, 
and prepared the way for action in a number of other States. 
It has also been permitted to exert the same help in the organisa- 
tion of most of the local Federations that are now doing a large 
and effective work in different parts of the country. 

In an address delivered by Rev. E. G. Selden, D.D., of 
Albany, at the anniversary of the State Federation Society, 
when speaking of the value of Evangelical Federations, he 
remarked : " The welcome of all good people will be unreserved 
when it is understood that the schemes under discussion are 
not Utopian, not wild and visionary, but simple and practicable. 
There will be no attempt to abolish denominations, but only to 
hold in check denominationalism. Organisations have been 
perfected and set in operation for the prosecution of special 
enterprises at home and abroad. And it must be confessed 
that the sentiment of attachment and loyalty which binds 
individuals and families in each denomination is a thing of 
moral worth. There is no thought of rudely, one might also 
say irreverently, destroying the work of centuries— and yet 
there has come to be a ^nk and intelligent recognition of the 
evils which now attend the excessive development of denomi- 
nationalism and the undesirable ' multiplication of Churches. 
The consequence is overlapping of parishes and a serious 
competition for favour and material substance. The tendency 
of the age is toward combination for the sake of 
Combine for economy and efficiency, but the children of the 
Boonomy. world are wiser than the children of light ; and 
even where the gross superstitions of the 
heathen are beclouding the lives of millions, we divide and 
subdivide our forces, leaving each little army to institute 



298 FEDERA TION REPORT. 

its own campaigns on the common field. It is impossible 
to make much of ecclesiasticism when dealing with the 
masses whose greatest need is a simple gospel, or when 
pondering over the great social problems of the cUiy. We must 
make less of beliefs and more of belief, and combine in a 
covenant of works. We must learn to be charitable towards 
each other, practical in all our measures, and deadly in 
earnest about the business of regenerating human society. 
We must cry out on the spirit of exclusiveness and 
away with all diversive practices. We must use all of our 
wits to invent schemes for co-operation in Christian work, 
and we must employ all of our spiritual resources in order 
to maintain perfect friendship while we work side by side 
and hand in hand for the kingdom of Christ, for the cause of 
humanity." 

II. — Canada. 

Abundant evidence is given in Rev. J. F. B. Tinling's report 

of the desire for federation in Canada. In every 

town and city, in every Christian community the 

Bro^iSi»d ^^^fi^^i^ *^^ brotherhood and co-operation in the 

spread of the gospel was markedly manifest. In 

encouraging this feeling, and offering wise counsel 

in carrying it to practical issues, this visitation of the Canadian 

brethren, ministerial and lay, has accomplished much. 

Among the towns where conferences or meetings were held 
were Quebec, Toronto, Montreal, Winnipeg, and Ottawa. " The 
best opportunities," Mr. Tinling writes, "were at Toronto, 
Ottawa, and Montreal. At the special meeting of the Minis- 
terial Association of Toronto, Rev. T. B. Hyde, Chairman of the 
Canadian Congregational Association, followed my address by 
moving the appointment of a committee for immediate promo- 
tion of a Federation, observing that Ontario was the heart of 
Canada, Toronto the heart of Ontario, and the Ministerial 
Association the heart of Toronto." After discussion, however, 
action was deferred to the next meeting. 

" The same thing happened at Ottawa, where a very lively 
interest was manifested, the resolution for local Federation 
being referred, on the amendment of an elderly Presbyterian 
minister, to the denominational committees. At Montreal a 
much smaller, but fully representative, meeting of ministers, 
after a good deal of inquiry and conversation, chose a committee 
of five, with Rev. Hugh Pedley, B.A., as convener, which 
should bring up a scheme for consideration. 

" In Burlington I found a beautiful example of Federation, 
all the Churches, including the Episcopal, supporting a Mission 
which commenced with the labours of a barber's wife, and 
which is now the centre of manifold activity." 
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The practical resnlt of Mr. Tinling*8 itineracy he sums up 
thus : *' In three special yiews earnest men in all denominations 
are showing not only interest but painful anxiety. 

"The FIRST of these is the need of the new and rapidly 
growing communities in the West and North- 
West, for which no adequate evangelistic or 
Practical luaei. pastoral provision can be made except by sub- 
stituting an undenominational evangelical 
ministry for the meagre and manifold ministry 
of the sects. 

"The SECOND is the hopelessness of the struggle with 
Roman Catholicism which holds 65,000 out of 70,000 of the 
inhabitants of Quebec, and claims a majority in Montreal. 

" The THIRD view is that of the cities where waste through 
overlapping and neglect of certain parts result from the want 
of parish or district arrangements.*' 

The Council's hands will be strengthened by learning that 
" whenever there was opportunity for conversation the greatest 
and most sympathetic interest, both of individuals and meetings, 
was manifest with reference to the Education Conflict." 

The Report concludes : " If the National Committee will 
promptly follow up their communications by sending ex- 
planatory and suggestive literatm*e freely to important 
centres, with a few letters of encouragement to responsible 
men, I am persuaded that Federation, of which Canada has 
already furnished remarkable examples in two Unions of 
Methodist and one of Presbyterian Churches, will make some 
noteworthy progress at a very early date." 

In Chicago, Brooklyn, and New York opportunities were 
also readily used by Ii^. Tinling in emphasising the blessings 
attending the Free Church Federation Movement in England. 

III.— Australia. 

The Rev. D. Burford Hooke, Secretary of the Colonial 
Missionary Society, who has recently returned from a visit to 
the Congregational Churches of Australasia writing to the 
General Secretary, says : " I constantly had the pleasure 
of seeing the good work which is being done by the Free 
Church Movement under the Southern Cross. Not that 
the Councils use the word * Free ' as at home, for, happily, 
there are no Churches in Australasia allied with the State, or 
under its patronage, as in England. All religions 
are free, and the fact that over 5,000 places of 

ChiSrDSSdls.^^^*^P,^^^ (^J^P* l>y/^^<iowments) 

entirely by the freewill offerings of the people is 
full of promise. The Councils are called simply 

* Church Cquncils,' so that Anglicans can join them. Only in a 
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few cases have they done so, and in these, singular to say, the 
tjrpe has been somewhat ritualistic. Such unions have not, how- 
ever, long survived. The Church Councils are most successful 
where they simply embrace Churches of the same communions 
as those which constitute the National Council in the home- 
land. So far as my observation went I found that these Councils 
are : — 

I. Doing much to draw the Churches together, and that 
movements for the union of some of the denominations have 
been greatly aided by the fellowship and co-operation which 
these Councils encourage. 

II. Of real service in helping to discourage gambling and 
intemperance. In one State most retrograde prospects were 
practically thwarted by the Church Councils and abandoned by 
the Government. 

III. Helping to develop the spiritual life of the Churches, 
and to arouse efforts for the ingathering of the unconverted. 
I constantly had proofs of this in the great Simultaneous 
Mission in Victoria and New South Wales, and in the meetings 
which Dr. Torrey and Mr. Alexander held in New Zealand and 
other places. 

The National Council at home may be congratulated on 
the influence it has acquired in Britains beyond the seas, and 
of the good work it is indirectly doing in all parts of the 
Empire. I should add that wherever I went I found the 
keenest interest manifested in what was then the Government 
Education Bill, and I had to meet a large number of 
inquiries. There was but one opinion, as may be gathered 
from the resolutions forwarded to your Council. Opposition 
to the Bill was as strong among the Churches in Australasia as 
among the Free Churches at home." 

The Secret^uy of the Evangelical Council of New South 
Wales sends the following : — 

" The terrible drought which has prevailed has had a very 

depressing effect upon the public mind. Then 

politically matters are disturbed ; there is great 

WiOei dissatisfaction with the State (Government, and a 

fierce conflict has raged over the tariff proposal of 

the Commonwealth Government. As things stand 

work and wages have lessened, while the purchasing power of 

the £ has decreased quite a fourth. Under these circumstances 

of so absorbing and disturbing a character it has not been easy to 

keep our questions before the public. United Missions have 

largely bulked in the operations of the year. When the great 

United Simultaneous Mission closed, at once efforts were made 

to reach out to the whole State, and a large number of very 

successful Missions have been conducted. A wealthy Sydney 

merchant has expended a large amoimt in providing tents and 
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missioners. Known and gifted Evangelists of any Church 
have been sent fully equipped through the north and north- 
west districts. The restdts have been most cheering in 
quickening Christian people, while thousands have been led 
to avow their acceptance of the Lord Jesus. We had the 
joy of organising the Torrey-Alexander Mission. These 
brethren, ttie one by powerful preaching, and the other by 
song, became a great attraction. Day after day crowds gathered 
to hear Bible exposition, defence of Christianity, and tremen- 
dous attacks upon prevalent vices. At the night meetings in 
the Town Hall 6,000 to 7,000 assembled. 
We, like you, have been in the whirl of excitement on the 
Education Question. The hierarchy of the 
Roman Catholic Church are persistentiy urging 
IWmL *^®^ P^®* ^^^ State support of their day schools. 
Against this the Protestant community unani- 
mously and vigorously protest. This is only a 
little fight compared with your big battle, but there is an under- 
lying principle of unity. We are arranging for a convention of 
representatives of all Evangelical Churches to deal with the 
question. No doubt there will issue a firm and decided protest 
against the principle of subsidising, by the State, any Church 
for teaching boys and girls any creeds. We tell the priests 
that, under the present law, they have the same right that all 
other communions have of going into the schools and instruct- 
ing in religious knowledge their own children, and this, and 
no more, will ever be conceded. Still it will be a severe 
struggle. A number of matters of a socio-political character 
have given us a deal of work and not a little anxiety. Success 
to you in all your work, and especially in your supreme effort 
to defeat the infamous Education Bill wMch has been forced 
through Parliament." 



IV.— South Apbica, 

From the Rev. A. E. Brooks, Secretary, intelligence is to 
hand of the formation of the East London Evan- 
gelical Church Council. It embraces Wesleyan, 

East London. Presbyterian, English and German Baptist, and 
Lutheran Churches, as well as the Salvation Army. 
Referring to the Education Bill, the new Council 

fervently hope that the final result of the struggle will be a 

triumphant success for the principles of Religious Liberty and 

the Rights of Conscience. 

The removal of the late Secretary, Rev. N. Abraham, to Port 
Elizabeth was a loss to the Durban Evangelical Church 
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Council. His place has, however, happily been filled by Rev. 

W. Wilkinson Rider, who is throwing much 

energy into the Conncirs work. A quotation 

Katai. £j,^jj^ ^ \Qi\/&r he has sent to the English National 

Council gives a rSsume of the Durban Council's 

activities : — 

"Attention has been given to such matters as gambling, 
drunkenness, and the social evil, and the excellent efforts of 
the law authorities and the Municipal Police to cope with these 
evils have been heartily seconded by the Council. We are 
happy in Durban in having the Municipal body possessed of 
and inspired by high ideals, and that this is so is in no small 
measure due to the past work of the several religious denomi- 
nations. 

. Almost to a man we sympathise most sincerely with the Free 
Churches of England in their detestation of and resistance to 
what we cannot but term the iniquitous Education Bill. We 
were ready to discuss a resolution of sympathy some time ago, 
but decided on prudential grounds not to interfere in a matter 
that did not closely concern us, we not being voters or rate- 
payers of Great Britain. But you have our sympathy in your 
resistance, and I am advised by some members of our Council 
of their willingness to contribute to any fund that may assist 
your General Council in fighting the Bill when it becomes 
law. 
We have a fight against sacerdotalism in this Colony, and, 
indeed, in every part of South Africa. One of 
the latest exhibitions of arrogance we had to 
EqnuT^. ^^P® with was an attempt on the part of the 
Episcopal Bishop in Natal to get a qiuzsi or real 
standing as The Chubch on such occasions as 
the opening of the Natal Parliament, although this is right in 
the teeth of the Colonial Office Regulations. Duly influenced, 
the officers of Parliament provided seats on the Governor's 
dais for dignitaries of the Episcopal and Roman Catholic 
Churches, and publicly turned away honoured ministers of 
the Evangelical Churches who claimed a similar right. The 
Councils of Pietermaritzburg and Durban at once took joint 
action, and, after some correspondence, obtained an interview 
with the Prime Minister. I was one of the deputation to 
him, being sole representative from the Durban Council. 
We stated our case, and found Sir Albert Hime most courteous 
and reasonable. He went so far as to offer to bring in a 
Bill for ever settling this matter of precedence. In the 
result, at the opening of Parliament a month or two ago, our 
Churches were officially represented. You will learn from 
this that we are successfully asserting the principle of religious 
equality." 
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Sympathy is felt by the Council at King William's Town 

with the splendid work in the cause of true 

, education and right carried on by the Federation 

^5ra/"**^^ the Homeland. A large intercessory service 

was held on the occasion of the illness of the 

King, and about Christmas-time Presbyterians, 

Baptists, and Wesleyans worshipped together in the morning 

and evening services of three Sundays — a witness to a living 

union. Many most interesting reports from other African 

Councils might be given. 

V. — Jamaica. 

The Rev. C. H. Baker, Secretary of the Council of Evan- 
gelical Churches, writes of the great value of Federation to the 
Churches themselves. "The need for such a Council as we 
have," he says, "is abundantly manifest. I must point out 
to you, however, that united work is more, far more, difficult 
here than at home because of the time lost in travelling, and 
the expense. Nor is that all ; nearly every minister is burdened 
with so many Churches through the severe financial depres- 
sion, that it really is difficult for one to be away from one's 
circuit. 

We have had a visit from Messrs. Meyer and McCartney, 
and I think generally great good was done. Ministers especially 
got an uplift, and I am afraid many of us needed it, it is so easy 
to fall below one's ideals in the tropics. 

The Council has petitioned the Government against Sunday 
passenger traffic on the railways." 

During his Mission in Jamaica, Rev. F. B. Meyer, B.A., had 
many opportunities of seeing the excellent work 
which is being done by the Federated Free 

SSiSSr Churches. He also met the leading spirits in all 
Evangelical progressive work. The results of his 
observations is summarised under the following 
four heads : — 

" 1. There is a very fraternal feeling between the ministers 
of the various Free Churches, which this Federation deepens 
and gives expression to. 

2. The Free Churches have taken common action with respect 
to the immorality which prevails so largely, by the issue of a 
remarkable little pamphlet which does them great credit. 

3. There is a cohesion among the Free Churchmen, which 
makes it easy for them to arrange with the clergy in any given 
spot for united services such as mine. It was quite remarkable 
to find the facility with which these services were arranged, so 
as to include all sections of the Church. 

4. There is also a growing determination on the part of the 
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Free Churches to disconntenance the opening new places of 
worship in any given district which is already fully supplied." 

Resolutions of sympathy with the National Council and 

the English Free Churches in the struggle over 

fi thAti *^® Education Bill have been passed unanimously 

ReM^a^ng? ^^ ^^ Annual Assemblies of the Queensland 

Congregational Union, Queensland Council of 

Churches, the Jamaica Council of Evangelical 

Churches, and the Council of Churches for Southern Tasmania. 

Cablegrams were also received from Brisbane and Hobart. 

VI.— Gbbmany. 

A most interesting communication sent to the General 
Secretary from Pastor Julius Rohrbach, Berlin, gives expres- 
sion in the most appreciative terms to the devoted labours of 
the Baptists, the Methodists, and the Salvation Army and other 
Free Churches throughout Germany. It concludes, however, 
with the following paragraph : — 

" But the time for the formation of Free Church Councils, 

such as you have in England and the colonies, 

seems not to have come yet ; still we are drawing 

S^pa^! nearer to each other in the conflict of the common 

foe. But let me assure you of this fact, that the 

Protestant Free Churches of England have the 

deepest sympathies among the Free Churches of Germany, and 

your conflicts for right and liberty are watched with keen and 

prayerful interest. May your Annual Conference at Brighton 

be greatly blest." 

VII.— Italy. 

At the first Annual Assembly of the Federation, held in 

Rome, delegates from the Associated Churches 

attended in goodly numbers. A variety of im- 

^lliemSy** portant questions touching the development of 

the Movement in Italy came up for discussion. 

The sittings were occupied with recommendations 

to the Executive Committee, all of them dealing with matters 

of moment. One resolution of importance affirmed that the 

presidents of the Federation, elected annually, should belong to 

the Federated Churches in the following order: First, the 

Waldensian Church, from whose fellowship Conim Matteo 

Prochet, D.D., had already discharged the duties of president 

for the first year. Then were to come the Wesleyan, Baptist, 

Italian Evangelical, Methodist Episcopal, and Italian-American 

Baptist Churches. 
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To avoid friction and conserve economy, arrangements were 
made for concentrating the operations of the 
ETangeUcal Churches and preventing overlapping. Perhaps 
ChriBtiaii the most important proposal of all contained the 
Chiurah. advice that each affiliated Church or Hall should 
bear the name Chibsa CHRISTIANA EVANGBLICA 
— the Evangelical Christian Church. A Common Basis of 
Faith it was thought might be prepared, and a Hymn Book 
compiled to be in use among all the Churches. The publi- 
cation of a journal to further the Federation Movement in 
Italy and also the circulation of suitable literature in the form 
of tracts, leaflets, &c., met with cordial approval. A map will 
be prepared indicating the positions of the various Mission 
stations. 

The Young Men's Christian Association and the Christian 
Endeavour Society sought affiliation with the Federation. 



THANKS TO THE PRESS. 

Never before has the Press of this country devoted so much 
space and attention to the work of the National Council as it 
has during the past year. We desire to take this opportunity of 
thanking the Ptess of the entire country for the vast assistance 
it has reQdered to the movement, particularly in view of the 
Education Campaign. Reference should particularly be made 
to the London Daily News^ which has ever been ready to give 
notices of our work. The Daily Chronicle publishes daily a 
column of religious news, in which the work of the National 
Council and the local Councils receives some notice. The 
Timesy Daily Mail, Morning Leader, Daily Express, have 
also given us valuable help through their columns, whilst the 
Westminster Gazette, Echo, and other evening papers have 
rendered acceptable aid. The provincial papers have very 
fully reported our work, and given us the greatest assist- 
ance in every way. It is almost invidious to ^mention any 
papers, but we may be permitted to refer to such papers as 
the Manchester Guardian, Yorkshire Observer, Nottingham 
Express, Newcastle Leader, Yorkshire Mercury, Plymouth 
Mercury, Sheffield Independent, Blackburn Telegraph, Leicester 
Daily Post, &c., &c. The eagerness with which the represen- 
tatives of the daily Press now seek for Free Church news is a 
hopeful sign of the times. The religious weeklies, too, have 
given us great help. To all who have given us such assistance 
we return our most hearty thanks. 

21 



3o6 



MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL. 



MEMBEBS OF THE 

EIGHTH NATIONAL COUNCIL 

OF THE 

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCHES. 

Held in BRIGHTON, March 10 to 12, 1908. 



Offloers : 

VrtMmt: Rev. W. J. Townsenb, D.D. 

Ex-President: Bev. J. G. Gbeekbouob, M.A. 

Poet Presidents : 
Bev. J. Monro Gibson, M.A., D.D. I Bev. A. Maokennal, B. A., D.D. 
„ John Cuffobd, M.A., D.D. | ,, Chablss Eeixt. 

TrecLsurers: 
Mr. B. W. Pbrks, M.P. | Mr. Geoboe Cadbubt 
Alderman Evan Spicsb, J.P., L.C.C. 

Hon, Secretary : 
Bev. J. MoNBO Gibbon, M.A., D.D. 

General Secretary : 
Bev. Thohas Law. 



Bev. C. F. Aked, D.D. 

Professor Banes, D.D. 

F. W. BOUBNE 

David Brook, D.C.L. 

B. J. Campbell, M.A. 

W. Cupp 

Geoboe Eaybs, F.B.H.S. 

Silas K. Hocxino 

J. HntsT Hollowell 

Dr. B. F. HoBTON, D.D. 

J. D. Jones, M.A., B.D. 

J. H. Jowett, M.A. 

S. B. Lane 

J. Scott'Lidgett, M.A. 

F. B. Meyee, B.A. 

T. Mitchell 

J. Odell 

James Owen 

J. M. G. Owen 

Dr. Pope 

A. Bamset, B.D. 

Dr. Guinness Boobbs 

W. Stephen 

James Tbavis 

S. VlNOBNT 



Committee : 

Mrs. Geobge Cadbuby 

„ W. S. Caine 

,, Lenwood 
Mr. Moses AtxInson 

,, BOBEBT BiBD, J.P. 

Mr. A. W. Black 
„ W. Bbimblow, J.P. 

„ P. W. BUNTINO, M.A. 

„ Alderman Duckwobth, J.P 
Dr. Benoel Habbis 
Mr. W. P. Habtlet, J.P. 

„ Alderman Heap, J.P. 

„ N. W. Helme, M.P. 

„ A. E. HuTTON, M.P. . 

„ Hebbert Lewis, M.P. 
Councillor HuaB Mobton, J.P. 
Mr. Albebt Pickabd 
Professor Peaks 
Mr. E. C. Bawungs 

„ J. C!oMPTON Bioxbtt, M.P., D.L. 

,, David Shbphebd 

„ J. Bamfobd Slack, B.A. 

„ Alderman Snape, J.P. 

„ Geoboe White, M.P. 

„ Bobebt Whttb 
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FEDERATIONS. 
Cambridge. 

Bey. W. B. Selbie, Bev. J. Thomas, J. C. Isard, Esq., Mr. E. D. Shelton 

Cornwall. 

CoBNWALL (West).— Bev. J. Cookin, Bev. W. W. Foulston, Mr. J. Doidge, Mr. 

W. T. NichollB 
(Cornwall (East) and Devon (South).-— Bev. E. F. Anthony, M.A., J.P., Bev. 

O. L. Allen, Mr. J. P. Battenbury, J.P., CO., Mr. E. Windeath, C.C. 

Devon. 

Bev. C. Stedeford, Mr. J. Nicholson 

Durham. 

Durham (South) and Cleveland.— Bev. B. Ensoll, Mr. B. F. Brittain, Councillor 
J. Calvert, Mr. T. J. Bobinson 

Qloacestershire. 

Bristol and District.— Alderman W. Howell Davies, J.P., Bev. T. B. Knight, 

Mr. A. N. Price, J.P., Mr. Latimer Thomas 
Gloucestershire (North) and Hereford. — ^Bev. John Thomas, Mr. H. 

Herring, Mr. David Lewis, Councillor C. Hayward 

Hampshire. 

Bev. W. Vinoett Cook, Mr. H. M. GilWt, Mr. B. Nicholson, J.P., Mr. J. B. 

Smith, J.P. 

Hunts. 

Mr. B. Cater 

Kent. 

Rev. W. A. H. Legge, M.A., Bev. B. Senior 
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Lanoashire. 

Bolton and Distriot.— Her. R. D. Darby, Bey. B. H. Lord, M.A., Bev. J. P. 

Monro, Mr. J. Cmmblehulme 
L1NCA8HISS (Nobth) and Dz8TBicT.-*Mr. O. Toolmin, M.P. 
Lanoabhzbs (Nobth-Ea8t).— Bey. F. Hibbert, Mr. J. H. Horrooks, Mr. J. W. 

Bfarsden, BIr. W. H. Biding 
Langasbibb (Wb8t) and Chbshibb (Wbbt).— Bev. 0. F. Aked, D.D., Bey. 

James Trayis, Bey. B. Veitoh, M.A., 
Manohbstbb.— Bey. W. Barker, Bey. C. Leaoh, DJ>., Bey. J. K. Maoonachie, 

Mr. W. Windsor 
Bocbdalb.— Bey. John Heath, Mr. James Oryer 

Leicester and BatlancL 

Bey. F. E. Perry, Bey. H. Boss, Bey. B. B. Woods, Mr. John Coy. 

Lincolnahire. 

Bey. A. Bonser, Bfr. B. Winfrey, J.P. 

Hetpopolitan. 

Bey. J. Fletcher, Bey. W. Stephen, Mr. 0. Goddard Clarke, J.P., L.C.C., 
Mr. J. E. Sears, L.C.C. 

Midland, West. 

Bey. Leighton Barker, Bey. J. Fergnson, D.D., Bey. W. J. Poyey, M.A., 
Bir. Joseph Hood 

Norfolk. 

East.— Bey. H. J. Bayley, Bey. Jabez King, Alderman A. Adams, Mr. J. E. 

Leman 
WBST.—Bey. E. W. Bremner, Bey. C. Houghton, Mr. Charles Ibberson, Mr. 

Alfred Jermyn, J.P. 

Horthampton. 

Bey. J. J. Cooper, Bey. E. P. Powell, Bir. G. Smith 

Northumberland and Durham. 

Bey. William Gloyer, Councillor J. E. Miller, Comioillor Hugh Morton, J.P., 
Bey. D. L. Bitchie 

Nottingham. 

Bey. F. J. Fry, Bev. J. T. Owers, Mr. T. Boe 

Oxfordshire and Backs. 

OxoN (Nobth) and Bucks (Nobth). — ^Bey. J. L. Cooper, Bir. G. Cheshire, Mr. 
W. J. Gilham, Mr. John Mead 
xoN (South) and Bucks (South). -^Mr. J. Banbury, Mr. D. Clarke, Mr. J. H. 
Salter 
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Stafford. 

NoBTH.— Councillor E. Brookfield, J.P., Mr. G. W. Garlick, Councillor T. W. 
Harrison, J.P., Bev. W. Lansdell 

Sussex. 

Bev. J. E. Harlow, Bev. Charles New, Bev. J. Butherford, 
Mr. E. J. Gorringe, J.P. 

Wales. 

NoBTH. — ^Bev. David Oliver, D.D., Mr. J. Herbert Lewis, M.P. 

South (West Division).— Bev. £. Nicholas, Bev. James Owen, Dr. J. Adams 

Bawlings, Mr. D. T. Sims, J.P. 
South (East Division). — ^Bev. J. Williamson, M.A., Bev. J. Glyn Davies, Bev. 

E. G. Thomas, Dr. A. Gkkrrod Thomas, J.P., D.L. 

Wilts and East Somerset. 

Beir. S. B. Stribling, Bev. E. P. Wright, Mr. W. Pritchard, Mr. Geo. Houlton 

Yorkshire. 

Bbadfobd and Distbict.— Bev. Ja^ez Bell, Bev. J. Jopling, Bev. W. Biley, Bev. 

G. S. Smith 
HuiiL AND DisTBicT.— Bev. E. J. Quintrell, Bev. J. E. Shephard, Bev. C. W. 

Sykes, Bev. J. Bradbury 
LsEDS.—Bev. H. T. Chapman, Bev. T. Graham Tarn, Mr. J. Bobinson, Mr. 

Wesley North 
Sheffield.— Bev. E. Beynolds, Alderman G. Emmerson. 
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Bedfordshire. 


Channel Islands. 


Bedford . . . 


Bev. H. H. Soullard, 




. . Bev. S. B. Laundy 




M.A. 




Mr. E. C. Bruest 




Bev. J. Goodie 




Bev. B. Sorymgeour, 




„ T. Watts 




M.A. 


East Beds. . . 


Mr. F.W.Braybrooks 




„ J. FordBeed 




,, J.Matthews 




. . „ P. G. Adair 




Mr. B. Goodman 






Luton .... 


Halley Stewart, Esq. 
J. J. Haje, Esq. 




Cheshire. 






MaCCLESFTRTiTI 


AND 


Berkshire. 


DiSTBICT . 


. . Mr. J. Smale 

„ T. G. Lomas 


Newbubt . . . 


Bev. J. NeviUe 




Bev. J. T. Ferrier 




Mr. Thomas Gkkrlick 


Fbodsham . 


. . „ J.W.Mold 


Maidenhead . . 


Bev. T. F. Lewis 




E.J. Guest, Esq.,J.P. 




„ P. M. Eastman 


WiNSFOBD . 


. . T. Ivison, Esq. 


Beadinq . . . 


D. Clark, Esq. 




W. G. Newall, Esq. 




Bev. A. J. Davies 


Wallasey . 


. . Mr. Arthur Gunn 




„ W. Armstrong, 




„ C.H.Nelson 




M.A. 


Cbewe . . 


. . Bev. T. B. Field 
J. H. Moore, Es^. 


Buckinghamshire. 


Chesteb 


Mr. A. Lewis 
. . Bev. D. W. Evans 


HiOH Wycombe . 


Bev. H. Friend 




„ J. C. MitcheU, 




.. T.Peatfield 




B.D. 


Atlbsbubt . . . 


Mr. W. Foat 


Altbinoham 


AND 




Bev. J. H. Packham 


Distbict . 


. . W. Tattersall, Esq. 


Gbeat Mablow . 


„ F.W.B. Weeks 




Bev. A. T. S. James, 




„ F. Tavender 




B.A., B.Sc. 


Fenny Stbatpobd . 


Mr. B. B. Stevens 


Stockpobt . 


. . Mr. J. Hooley 




„ E. A. Kent 




„ Thos. Boscoe 


Stony Stbatfobd . 


Bev. S. Cheshire 




„ J. S. Maohin 




„ D. Clayton 


Wiluslow . 


. . „ E.White 


Stbwkley . . . 


„ J. H. Green 




Mrs. E. White 




Mr. T. Jordan 


Connah's Quay . Bev. E. Griffiths 


Newpobt Paonell 


Bev. S. J. Evans 


BiBKENHEAD. 


. . „ M. Stanley 




Mr. W. B. Chantler 




„ W. Button 
„ H. H.Attwell 


Cambridgeshire. 




Mr. A. Goodwin, T.O. 
„ John Brown 


Mabch and Dis. . 


Bev. C. H. Gough 




„ T.E. Buckler 




Mr. S. E. Edwards 


NOBTHWIOH . 


. . „ J. Thomas 


Linton .... 


J. H. B. Maris, Esq., 


Sandbach . 


. . Bev. E. Hampden- 




J.P. 




Cook, M.A. 




Bev. E. Gregory 






Wisbech . . . 


Bev. J. H. Brooks- 
bank 




ComwalL 




Mr. J. J. Fox 


Bedbuth . . 


. . Mr. J. E. Portman 


Cambbidoe . . . 


Mr. A. J. Tillyard, 




„ W. Chandler 




M.A. 


Callington . 


. . Miss Nanscawen 




Mr. W. T. Haynes 




Mr. E. Lyne 




Bev. H. Bennett 


Tbubo . . 


. . „ Conn. J.J.Smith 




Mr. G. Apthorpe 
Mrs.D.E. Shelton 




„ B. Bowe, jun. 


Ely 


Cambobne . 


. . „ J. C. Eeast 




„ Charles Drake 


Launceston . 


. . Bev. J. E. Crawshaw 


BOYSTON .... 


Mr.W.C.Titchmarsh 




Mr. T. C. Beed 
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St. Austell . . 


Mr. J. T. Hawke 


HONITON . . 




G. G. Wench, Esq. 




M J. Barnicoat 


LuFBACOMBE . 


, , 


Bev. J. Stevens, D.D. 


Newquay. . . . 


Rev. V. H. Smith 
„ J. G. Stevenson 


KIN08BBIDOE 


• • 


„ Bhys Harries 
Mr. Gharles Head 


BoDunf .... 


Mr.W.H. TeUam 


Okehampton 


. • 


Bev. P. H. Bryant 
„ G. J. Whiting 


Comberland. 




Dors^^fihipfi. 


Gablible. . . . 


Bev. A. E. EiUon 










Mr. W. B. Redmayne 


West Dobsei 


• . 


Bev. F. J. Morrish 


PSNBITH .... 


Bev. John Graham 
Mr. T. Westmorland 






Mr. W. S. Edwards 
„ E. S. Beynolds 






GiLUNOHAM 


, 


Bev. J. W. Scamell 


Derbyshire. 






Mr. T. Tucker 
Bev. C. Mason 


Alfbbton . . . 


Mr. J. Croft 
„ H. T. Spencer 


Poole . . 


. • 


Mr. J. A. Hawkes 
Bev. T. Phelps 


Clat Cboss . . . 


Bev. W. R. Ponton 






Mr. A. Edwards 


Ilkeston. . . . 


„ S.Poad 
Mr. W. H. Goupland 


Weymouth . 


• • 


Mr. Hallett 
Mrs. HaUett 


Swadlincote . » 


Bev. E. W. Pope 








Staysley . . . 


Mr. B. Goodhead 
Bev. B. Heppenstall 




Durham. 




„ W.H. O.Lake 


Spennymoob 


. • 


Bev. J. H. Kelly 


Debby .... 


„ D. Heath 






Mr. H. Butcher 




n S. Hejwood 


Stockton-on- 


Tees. 


Bev. N. H. Patrick 




Mr. 9. W^ Soitees 






„ B.G. Maple 




„ S. Thompstone 


DUBHAM . . 


, , 


„ P, Campbell, 


Belpeb .... . 


„ J.BakeweU 
„ J. F. Stevenson 






M.A., D.D. 
Mr. H. A. Kafne 


liONQ Eaton. . . 


Bev. P. Bennett 


Blaoxhill, 


GON- 






Mr. S. T. Parker 


sett and Dis. • 


Bev. F. Baine 


Glossop • . • • 


„ J. Martin 






Mr. James Palliser 




y, Harry Lindsay 


West Habtlepool 


Bev. E. S. Forster 


Chbstebfisld . . 


Bev. S. Simon, B.A. 
„ J. W. Fryer 






Goun. J. Brown 


WnOSWOBTH . . 


„ B. Noble 


SUNDXBLAND 


• '• 


Bev. D. J. John 
„ G.E.Lloyd 


DeYonshire. 






Pastor F. E. Marsh 
Mr. W. Gibson 




Bev. B. E. Graddock 
Mr. J. B. Batten 






„ G. Holland 
Bev. W. Bainbridge 


Teionmouth . . 


Mr. W. Torpin 


Staindbop . 


, , 


„ H.HaUiwell 


Calstocx • • . 


Mr. J. W. Lawry, 
J.P., C.C. 


Feluno . . 


• • 


Mr. W. Walters 
„ John Watson 




,, N.B.Bosekmy 


Gbook . . 


^ ^ 


Bev. A. Graham- 


Cbbditon, Ghulm- 








Barton 


LEIGH AND DI8. 


Bev. H. J. Stanton 






Mr. J. W. Thompson 




Mr. W. H. Adams 


Tow Law . 


. . 


Bev. T. N. Boscoe 


Plymouth . . . 


E, B. Lester, Esq. 


Dablinoton 




Mr. J. A. Denvent 


Tavistock . . . 


Mr. C. Harris 
», B.H, Stranger 






„ J.Wilson 
B. W. Davies, Esq. 




Bev. W. Fry 


Gateshead . 


, , 


Mr. S. I. Leybourne 




„ W.M. Booth 


Shildons • 


, ^ 


„ J.Davison 




„ H.J.Biupton.Lee 






Bev. J. Simpson 


Tobbinoton . . • 


„ E. E. Wilkins 


South Shields . 


Mr. T. E. Davidson 




Mr. A. M. Worry 








T0TNE8 .... 


Bev. H. Davis 
J. B. Pearce, Esq. 




Essex. 


TOBQUAY. . . . 


Bev. J. Martin 
„ J. Oharteris 


Halstead 


• . 


Bev. S. Parkinson 
Miss Lucy Warden 
Bev.T. P. Lansdowne 




Johnston 
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Bbaintbks 

BOGKINO . 

Chxlmsfobd 

Maldon . . 
Gbays . . 
coogsshall 

DiSTBICT . 

Bbsntwood 

DiSTBICT • 
COLCBXSTEB 



FiTSEA AND 



AND 

. Mr. G^rge Elger 
. Bev. T. MoD. Mundle 
Mr. J. StaoejBeeve 
llev. W. B. Anstey 
. Bev. J. J. Winser 
> ,, G. A. Hamson 
, Miss M. £. Doowra 
Ain> Mr. B. Ghisnsll 
. Bev. J. Davis 
„ B. Holman 
„ E. Spurrier 
Mr. W. F. Potts 
Dis. Mr. Stockwell 

,» E. E. DowBon 



Gloucestershire. 



DUBSLEY. • . . 

Stboud . . . . 
Wabuley . . < 

NOBTH GOTSWOLD 

Bbistol ... 



FOBEST OF DeAM 

Tewxesbtjby . 
Gheltemham . 

Glouoesteb . 

GntENCESTEB • 



Bev. James Hardj- 

Mr. J. Shield Eley 
Bev. John Evans 
Mr. Geo. Powell 

n J. A.Bo8e 
Mrs. J. A..Bo8e 
Bev. G. A. Ambrose 
„ H. Arnold 
Thomas, M.A. 
Mrs. W. Howell 

Davies 
Bev. G. Jarman 
„ B. Wilton 
n A. Ghadwick 
„ C. Pye 
„ D. J. Hiley 
n H. J. Davies 
,. W.White 
Mrs. L. B. Swann 
F. Brain, Esq. 
Bev. Samuel Harry 

„ J. Gonnor 
Mr. J. WiUis 
„ A. Bec^ingsale 
„ Bobert Steel 
Bev, J. Foster 
Pastor B. H. Spring 
Aid. F. Sessions 
Goun. J. B. Pope 
Bev. J. F. Brown 



Hampshire. 

GospoRT AND Al- Bev. E. Haffis 
vebstokb . . . 



Petebsfield 



BOUBNBMOUTH 



Mr. J. G. Parham 
Bev. A. J. Summer- 
hiU 

„ Hugh Morris 
Mr. J. J. Allen, J.P. 
Bev. S. M. Butters, 

B.A. 



BOMSEY . . 

Southampton 

WiNCHBSTBB . . 

Byde (Isle of 

Wight) . . . 

pobtbmoxtth . . . 



GowES AND East 

COWEB .... 



Hambledon . . . 

Nbwpobt (Isle of 

Wight) ... 

Alton and Dis. . 



Mr. P.M. Bright 
„ G. J. Lawson 

Bev. E. J. Gordon 
„ H. B. William- 
son 
„ T. E. Buth 
„ J. Thompson 

Mr. T. Goodman 
„ E. J. Burrow 

Bev.D.D.John,B.A. 

Mr. B. Sharpe 

Bev. E. B. Pearson 
„ E.F.M. Yokes 
„ J. Gooper 
,, J. Kemp 
„ G.BobertsHem 
„ W. Treffrey 

Mr. H. Martin 
„ J. Aylwin 
„ C. Woodham 
„ H. T. Goddard 

Bev. W. J. Guthbert- 
son 
„ H. A. Ellis 
„ WalterBamsley 

T. Ghristian, Esq. 

Mr. W. Bichards 

„ A. Snelgrove 
„ J. B. Longman 



Leominsteb . . . 
Ledbuby, Newent 

AND DiSTBICT . 

Hebefobd . . . 



Herefordshire. 

. Bev. J. B. Barlow 



„ G.Y. Potts 
G.Witts. Esq., J.P. 
Mr. E. L. WaUis 



Hertfordshire. 

BxsHOPS Stobtfobd Bev. John Wood 

HarfOTd Green, Esq. 
Hemel Hempstead 



Hebtfobd . 
EiNOB Lanoley 
Bbbxhamsted . 



HlTOUlM i 



Bev. D. Tatton 

Mr. G. E. Gray 

Bev. Martin Ashby 
„ S. B. Handley 
„ D. Maomillan 

Bir. A. Hinson 
„ W.D.King 

Bev. W. Dorey 
,» F. Hughes 
„ W. G. Thomas 

Mr. B. E. L. Gnlpin 



Huntliigdonshire. 



St. Ives . . 
huntinodon 



BEv.J.W.Whittaker 
Bev. T. H. Fenn 

„ W.V.Bobinson 
Mr. F. M. Hinde 
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Isle of Haoi. 

Manx Capt. McQueen 



Kent 



Maidstonb . . • 
TuNBBiOGE Wells 

Bahsgate . . . 



Deal 

Maboate, Wbst- 

OATB AMD DiB. • 

BocHBSTEB, Chat- 
ham AND DiB. . 



DOTXB. ... 

Favebsham . . , 
Whitstable 
Isle of Sheppet 

TONBBIDOE • . c 

Ashfobd . . . 

Bboadstaibs . 
Folkestone . . 



StTTINOBOUBNE 
AND DiS. . . 

Dabtfobd . . 



Mr. Goon. Styles 

Bev. S. King 

Mr. Coun. Candler 

Rev. W. Usher, M.D. 

Mr. T. W. Butter 

Bev. G. W. Cowper- 
Smith 
„ B. Senior 
„ T. Hancocks 

Mr. Geo. Wellden 

Bev. C. L. Tabraham 

Mr. A. S.Taylor 
„ Frank Brown 
„ J.W.Travis 

Bev. J. Kingdon 
„ D. Scumnell 
,, F. £. Blackaby 
„ W. Wardle 

W. B. Craske, Esq. 

Coun. S. J. Hart 

Mr. F. L; Blackaby 

Mr. W. D. Atkins 
,, B. Toomer 
„ W. Bradley 
„ John Scott 

G. T. Clarke, Esq. 

Bev. W. F. Charlton 
„ £. Newsome 
„ W. J. Heaton 
„ J. Craig-Kelly 
„ F. W. Moon 

F. East, Esq., C.C, 
J.P. 

Mr. W. Baldwin 
„ B. C. Hutchings 

Bev. I. P. Thimann, 
A.T.S. 

Mr. B. Price 
,, Sortwell 
„ R G. Wood 

Bev. B. M. Spoor 

Mr. Charles Ostler 
„ T. Nuttall 
„ C. Trowell 

Bev. W. C. Bose 
„ C. T. Johnson 



Bacup • . . 
Bolton and Dis. 

WiGAN . . . 



Lanoashire. 

. . Mr. James Ashworth 
Bev. E. H. Biaggs 

;, Chas. Cole 
E. Abbatt, Esq. 
Bev. N. Bosworth 

„ D. Wilson 
Mr. B. Lee 



Nelson . . 
bochdale . 

southpobt . 



Blackbxtbn . 



Pbeston .... 

He'zwood . . . 
South Manghesteb 

Haslinoden . • 

Staliebbidob . . 

Fabnwobth . • . 

Webtbouohton . 



MOSSLET . • , 

Ashton-undeb- 
Ltnb . . 

LiVEBPOOL . 



PlattBbidoe . • 

COLNE .... 
SWINTON AND DI8. 

BABB0W70BD • . 

Gbbat Habwood . 

LrrTLBBOBOUGB . 

Blackpool . . . 



Bev. J. Judge 
Mr. James Emmott 
Bev. Thos. Wood- 
house 

„ H.L. Herod 

„ J.C.Sowerbutts 

„ Adam Scott 

„ J. J. Fitch 

„ E. T. Kirby 
Mr. J. Champness 
Bev. C. J. Back 

„ W. Spedding 
Mr. T. P. Bitzema, 

J.P. 
Mrs. T. P. Bitzema 
Mr. J. Walker 
Bev. J. W. Chappell 

„ J. Turner 

Dr. Lorrie, J.P. 

Mr. J. B. Gamer 

Bev. D. Irving, MJk., 

D.C.L. 

„ John Miller 

,, D. Neilson, 

M.A., B.D. 

„ Joseph Fox 

„ S. L. George 

„ E. Peake 

„ Charles Bushby 

„ B. Moore 
Mr. T. S. Charlton 

„ James Taylor 

,y Thos. Boardman 

„ Walter Tonge, 
J.P. 
Bev. Jas. Campbell 

„ J.Whitton 
Mr. T. W. Bates 

„ W. J. Bellis 
Bev. H. Bapnont 

„ H. J. Taylor 
Josiah Thomas, Esq. 
B. G. Hough, Esq. 
William Crossfleld, 

Esq. 
William Evans, Esq. 
Bev. J. H. Atkinson 
Bev. L. J. Jackson 
Mr. J. Hartley 
Bev. S. B. Woodall 

„ Peter Carrotte 
BIr. W. Hartley 

„ J. Ashwoiih 

„ J. Bushton 

„ N. Hmdle 
Bev. J. P. Mossop 

„ B. Brook 
„ W. WeUord 
„ W. Leicester 
Mr. E. Holt 

„ J. Mason 
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Slbatobd 




Bev. A. G. Morton 


FIBLD .... 


Mr. J. H. Profit 


Spaldino . . 


. 


Coun. J. T. Alton 


LxIa^ .... 


Bev. B. D. Darby 






Bev. F. S. Foster 


Babbow-in-Fub- 


„ T.J. Barker 


MabkstBasen 


. , 


„ J. Bedhead 


NB88 .... 


Mr. John Cleator 


Gbimsby . . 


. . 


Mr.J.C.Wright,J.P. 


Cbobley. . . . 


Bev. T. P. Lowe 
E. Ashton, Esq. 






Bev. J. H. Armstrong 
„ F.W. Piper 


NOBTH MaNCHBSTEB 


Bev. C. W. Cliffe 


Gbantham . 


, , 


„ G.W. Turner 


WiDNBS .... 


„ A. Harvey 

,, H.B. WilliamR 






Mr. B. Baker 




Hobncastle. 


^ , 


Bev. M. H. Chapman 


Tyldeslbt . . . 


Mr. J. Dearden 


Louth . . 


, , 


„ H. P. E. Fer. 


St. xxslens ... 


Bev. F. W. Clarke, 
B.A. 






guson 
Mr. W. Faulds 




„ W. Holroyd 


SCUNTHOBPE 


, , 


„ C.Hughes 
„ J. N. Price 


Opensraw, Dbotls- 


J. Saxon, Esq. 






DEN AND Dl8. . 


D. Fairbank, Esq. 


Soottbb . . 


. . 


Bev. J. W. Middle- 


Wabbinoton . . 


Bev. John Tonge 
G. E. Parker, Esq. 






miss 




Boubnb . . 


, , 


Aid. W. B. Wherry 


Lancasteb . . . 


Bev. P. McPhaU 


Babton . . 


, , 


Bev. T. Cook 




Mr. Siddle 


Lincoln . . 


, 


Coun. Page Wood- 




„ T.Wilkinson 






cock 




Bev. Tonkin 






G. Hood, Esq. 


Padiham .... 


„ G. W. Bloom- 






H. Poppleton, Esq. 




field 


Gainbbobouor 


, 


Bev.W.E.Wahnsley 


AcOBINaTON . . . 


„ J.Hatton 

„ J. C. Southend 










Mr. Aid. Bawson 




London. 


Oldham .... 


Bev. J. Leathley 


Acton . . . 




Bev. W. A. Davis 


Fleetwood . . . 


„ J. F. Brown 
„ A.BaUey 


Hampstead . 




Mr. T. Brown, jun. 
Bev. W. Pierce 


CHUBCH AMD 

OSWALDTWISTLE 

Baksbottou and 


Mr. James Grhnshaw 
Bev. W. H. Elliot 


Balham and Toot- 

INO . . . - - 


Mr. George Thomas 
Itev. A. Leathley 
„ E. Griffith 


DiSTBICT . . . 






Jones, B.A. 


Leioestershire. 


Deptfobd 
Gbeenwich 


AND 


„ W.Middleton 
i, Thos. Morgan 


Leicbsteb • • • 


Mr. J. M. Hubbard 


Kingston and 


Sub- 


Bev. J. Nayler 




Bev. G. H. McNeal 


biton . . 




Mr. Frank Onley 




„ G.D.Thompson 


NOBWOOD 


, , 


Bev. W. J. Avery 




„ J. C. Forth 






Mr. George Higga 




„ F. Lansdown 


WiNDSOB AND 


Dis. 


Bev.AlbertLee,Ph3. 




Mr. A. E. Sawday 






„ W. D. Hayward 




„ S.B. Camley 


UXBEmOE . 


. , 


Mr. Thos. WUd 




„ S.Flint 






Pastor J. Fox 


Coalville . • . 


T. H. Heward, Esq., 
C.C. 


BiCHMOND . 


• • 


T.Lewis Banks, Esq. 
Bev. J. B. Chubb 




Bev. S. W. Twiggs 




„ Thos. Bayley 


Melton Mowbrat . 


„ Tyler Tyers 


TON AND Enfield 


Mr. J. W. Morgan . 




Mr. A. E. Mackley 


Wandswobth 


, 


Bev. F. Stephens 
Mr. G. H. Sellers 


Hinckley . . . 


Bev. J. H. Cox 






MOUNTSOBBEL AND 


Mr. C. Wilson 


Centbal South 






Mr. J. C. Jacques 


London . 




„ James Everett 


WlOSTON .... 


Bev.T.Cope Deeming 
Mr. J. A. Harris 


Islington . 


• • 


Bev. Thos. Meakin 
Mr. T. E. Freeman 


ASHBT-DE-LA-ZOUGH 


Bev. H. Wadsworth, 
F.B.M.S. 


Watfobd . 


• 


Bev. H. T. Spufford 
„ H. A. Hunt 






Staines . • 


• • 


„ H. de Vere 


Lincolnshire. 






Gookey 
„ F. C. Skegg 


HOLBEACH . • • 


Bev. F. T. Weekes 


Plumstead 


AND 


„ J. Wilson 




Mr. J. S. Patchett 


Woolwich 


. • 


„ W.Lee 
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WiLLBSDEN (West) 
Ealino and Ham- 

WELIi .... 

East Ham . . • 

WiNCHMOBE Hill. 

Westminstbb A2n> 

Chelsea , . . 

Wood Gbeen and 

DiSTBICT . . . 

Battersba and 
Clapham . . . 

Blackheath and 
Gbeenwich . • 

Bbomlby, Becken- 

HAM, & DiSTBICT 

Habbow and Dis. 
Jlfobd 



South- West Ham . 



Cheshunt, Walt- 
HAif Cbobs, and 
Waltham Abbey 

BbIXTON AND 

Stbeatham 
Cambebwell, 
psokham, and 
Dulwich . . . 

Bow AND BbOMLET. 



FiNCHLEY . . . 

Fulham .... 

BOMFOBD . . . 

Hammebsmith and 

DiSTBICT . . . 

Hbndon and Els- 
tbbe .... 

Putnst,Mobtlake, 
andBabnes . . 

HOBNSEY .... 



Lee, Lbwisham AND 
Elthau • • . 



Mabylebone 



Eev. David Eyffe, 

M.A. 
„ B. Thomas 
„ W. L. Gibbs 
VLc, John Brookes 
Bev. Geo. Hooper 
„ A. G. Pritohard 
„ J. A. Hoalder 
,, Allen Bees 
Mr. E. Baroh 
Bev. J. G. Watson 
Mr. G. W. Beed 
Bev. E. Henderson 
,, B. C. Lewis 
n W.L.Mackenzie 
Dr. H. L. Jones 
Bev. W. Lewis 
J. J. Wilks, Esq. 
Bev. W. H. Pratt 
„ W.A.Salt,MA*, 

B.D. 
,, F. A. Jones 
„ H. W. Shirt- 

cliffe 
,, G. HaU 
„ W. H. Arm- 
strong 
Mr. John Gulven 
Bev. Enoch Salt 
„ W. Pettman 

„ M. Ctunming 

„ J. H. Bider 

„ D. Hayes 

M G. McLuckie, 
B.A. 

„ J. Gates 

„ A. B. Middle- 
ditch 

„ B.W. Gair 

„ W. T. Haddy 

,y J. H. Cubitt 
S^. Hunnable 

„ H.J.May 

„ D. Jennings 
Bev. F. H. Smith 
Mrs. Smart 
Bev. F. J. Feltham 

,, A.NormanBow- 
land 
Mr. C. C. Beed 
Mrs. 0. G. Beed 
Bev. J. E. Joynes 

„ John Eames, 
M.A. 

„ F. G. French 

„ G.Lyon Tomer, 
M.A. . 

„ W.DariowSar- 
jeant 

„ LHartiU 



St. Pancbas. . . 

Hackney . . . 

Sydenham, Fobest 
Hill AND Dis. . 

Nobth-West Ham. 

Wimbledon . . . 

Cboydon and Dis. 

St. Albans . . . 

Babnet .... 

WiLLESDEN (East) 

Bebmondsey and 
Bothebhithb • 

Kensington 

(Nobth) 

LeYTON to ItOUGH- 
TON. .... 

Ohiswick. . . . 
Tow^ Hamlets . 

Paddington . . 



Dr. Beaton 

Bev. G. Herbert East 
„ W. Thomas 
„ John Hillman 
„ A. J. Johnson 

Mr. F. J. Bonallack 

Bev. T. P. Bullen 
„ S. W. Hopkins 
„ H. Watts, B.A. 
„ B.W.Farquhar 

Mr. J. L. Bawcliffe 

Bev. Joseph Jones, 

M.A. 

„ H. E. Holmes 

„ A. G. Bridge 

„ C. M. Hardy, 

B.A. 

Mr.S.E.Buttenshaw 

Eev. T. Howell 

B. Lamb, Esq. 

Eev. H. D. Mabey 

Miss M. Close 

A. Pomeroy, Esq., 
L.C.C. 

Bev.W.K.Dmin,B.A. 

Mr. J. P. Williams 
„ A. Mileson 

Eev. J. F. Hughes 
„ H. B. Murray 
„ J. Fletcher 

Mr. Stephens 

Eev. E. Silby 
„ A. Giles 



Honmouthshire. 



Eastebn Valleys 



Abebcabn 
Newpobt 



Chepstow . . . 

Ebbw Yale and 

DiSTBICT . . . 

Tbedegab . . . 

Blaina .... 
Monmouth . • • 



W. H. Hughes, Esq. 
Eev. D. E. Jenldns 

„ J. Howell Bees 
Mr. W. H. Edwards 
Aid. Mark Mondey 
Mr.W.L.Goldsworthy 
Eev. J. M. Jones * 
Mr. F. Fisher 
Eev. G. J. S. Sherrell 

„ M. Thomas 
Mr. Stephen Lewis 
Mr. Sydney Boss 
Eev. W. L. Taylor 
Mr. T. W. Allen 

„ Frerer 



Norfolk. 

King's Lynn. . . Eev. Geo. Bell 

„ Samuel Cooper 

NoBWiCH . . . { „ WA.Hammond 
„ T.Phillips 
„ G.Stone 
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E. E. Blyth, Esq., 
LL.D. 


NoTTiNOHAM . . Mr. W, B. Baggaley 
Bev. T. B. CauKreU 


Wtmokdham . . . 


Bev. W. Parry. 


,. J. Gay 

„ G.Hm,M.A 




Mr. A. Hubbard 


Thbtfobd . . . 


Bev. W. Fitch 


„ J. A. MitcheU, 


SWAPFHAM . . . 


„ W. P.Davies 


B.A. 




MrJP.Christopherson 


„ J. Neighbour 


Debeham. . . . 


Bev. B. J. Layzell 


Mr. F. E. BoshworUi 




Mr. J. H. Skinner 


„ J.W.Bussell 


Yarmouth . . . 


Bev. A. E. Calvert 


Beeston .... „ J. Swift 


QUNBTANTON . . 


Mr. W.LJPlaxman 
,, A. J. ScoU 


Oxfordshire. 

Thame .... Thos. Anstiss, Esq. 
E. Little, Esq. 


Northamptonshire. 


OxroBO .... Dr. Massie 

Bev. James Dunn 




Bev. Henry Enee 


„ J. Leaoh 




„ Charles Sales 


„ W. Downing 


BUSHDEN, HlOHAM, 


„ W.P.Harris 


Henley-on-Thames „ Sydney Tucker 


AND DiSTBICT . 


,, M. E. Parkin 




NOBTHAMPTON . . 


BIr. G. M. Tebbutt, 
J.P. 


Rutland. 




,, F.Kirby 


Oakham . . . • Mr. C. Miller 




Bev. J. A. Hopwood 




Habbobough 
Eettebino • • • 


„ Joseph Borrows 
„ Henry Davis 


Shropshire. 




„ D. Stephens 


Wem Bev. H. Merchant, 


Dayemtbyamb 


C. Bodhonse, Esq., 


B.A. 


Long BnoKTiRY 


J.P 


Oakenoates ... „ C. Hunt 




Mr. H. W. White 


„ J. Miller 
Shbewsbuby . . S. Jackson, Esq. 
Mr. T. Cooper 


Northumberland. 


Bev. D. M. Davies, 
B.A. 
„ A. H. H. Organ 


Alnwick .... 


Mr.W.G.Hindmarsh 
„ D. Elliott 


Ttnemouth . . . 


Bev. Chas. Stanley 
„ J. W. Ogden, 


Somersetshire. 




FJB.G.S. 


Yeovil .... Bev. E. George 

Mr. W. T. Walters, 


Newcastle-on- 


Conn. Hutchinson 


TlNE .... 


Mr. F. Emley 


F.S.A.A. 




„ Jos. Harrogate 


Bbidowateb . . Bev. D. Lloyd 
Mr. S. Enight 




„ A. Morton 




„ E. Angas 


Shepton Mallet . Bev. G. C. Postans 




Bev.A.L.Fillingham 
„ A.Soothill 


Mr. E. E. Hoskins 




Bath Mrs. Pitt 




„ J. French 


Bev. B. Oriel, B.A., 




„ E. Owen Jones 


B.Sc. 




„ J. Borke 


Mr. Coun. John 
G. J. Long, Esq. 


Nottin^amshire. 


Weston-supeb-Mabe Mr. W. Minifie 
„ Wills 


SnTTON-XN-AsHFiELD Bev. Waller Piatt 


Fbomb .... W. B. Harv^, Esq. 
Centbal Someesbt Bev. G. W. Seager 


WOBKSOP . . . 


Mr.DenisF.Walker 




„ W. Sowter 


Mr. A. F. Hodges 




„ Geo. Stone 


Taunton. . . . Bev.E. Tonpur 


Betyobd. • . . 


„ Geo. Wagstaflfe 


J. P. SUbley, Esq. 




„ J.W.Tate 


BuBiiHAM . . . Bev. H. v. Hobbs 


Manstieu) . . . 


Bev. G. Sanderson 


Wbinoton Valley Mr. T. H. Sheppy 




Mr. S. Simms 


," H.C?MarshaU 




„ T.H. Hodgson 
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Chabd AMD D18. • Bey. F. T. Hyde 
Mn>. Norton and „ B. Harding 
D18TBICT ... „ C. £. Palmer 
Mr. T. E. Gregory 
SoxsBTON AND Dis. Bev. H. Bundle 
„ E. C. Jones 



Staffdrdshire. 



WOLVXBBAMPTON . 



Lbbk 



Bbownbills and 

DI8TBICT . . . 

Blackheath . . 



Old Hill . . . 

Nbwcastle-undsb- 

Line .... 

Bilston . . . . 



Stoke and Fenton 

SxLTSBDALB ... 

Burton-on-Trbnt . 



Hanlet .... 



Walsall. . . . 



Stafford . 



BUBSLBM . 

Lonoton . 



Cannock and Dm. 

Tunstall . . . 
West Bromwich . 



Cradlby . . 
Tipton • . 



Bey. S. T. Nicholson 

„ C. F. Bone 
Aid. P. Lewis 
J. P. Shaw, Esq. 
Mr. S. H. W. Bevon 
Bey. Dayid Jones 

„ J. Bainbridge 
Mr. G. Harrington 
Bey. F. Cowles 
Mr. J. Meachem 

„ £. A. Feamley 

„ S. H.Bate 
Bey. £. Hancoz 
Mr. A. B. Hadley 
Bey. J. Aston 

,, T. Stoyeley 
Mr. F. Haiper 

,, F. M. Oooper 
Bey. Joseph Skemp 
Mr. A. C. Haryey 

„ B. Timmis 
Bey. Eyan Williams 

„ James Porteons 
Mr. S. G. Bice 

„ A. Steele 
Bey. J. W. Walls 

„ D. Macfadyen, 
M.A. 

„ C. A. Colling- 
wood 

), A. Hampden* 

Mr. T. Coldride 
„ J. W. Berwick 

Bey. A. A. Buroh- 
enough 

Mr. Charles Banks 

Bey. T. Featherstone 
„ J.W.Whitmore 
,, W. M. Harris, 

B.A. 
„ E. Booock 

Mr. Thos. Mason 
„ W.H.Moore 
„ S. B. Booth 

Coun. A. G. Turley 

Mr. W. Poulton 
„ D. B. Meese 

Bey. W. A. Barker 

Mr. A. Lathe 



Suffolk. 



Sazxundhak 



Burt St. Edicunds 
Lowestoft . . . 
Sudbury. . . . 
Ipswich .... 



Bey. Lewis Bartlett 
E. Towers, Esq. 
Bey. T. Bright 

„ E. M. Tronnson 

„ E. A. Bennett 
Conn. C. Y. Fry 
Bey. B. B. Hoyle 
Ald.Mattingley, J.P. 
Bey. J. Stewart 

„ A. A. Dowsett 
lix, Arthur Pain 

„ Bolton Smart 



Surrey. 

Aldershot and Bey. F. G. Kemp 

Farnham ... „ B. A. Stewart 
Beioate and Dis. „ J. Gardner 

„ J. McAuslane 
Guildford AND Dis. S^. Albert Coote 



West Surrey and 
District . . . 
North-West 

Surrey 



WillilunChennell 
Bey. F. Bnrhett 
„ A. Sheffield 
„ H. J. Crouch 
Mr. C. Watson 



Sussex. 



UCKFIELD 



Chichester . 



MiDHXTRST 
MID-SUSSEZ . 

Hastings 



WORTHXNG AND DiS. 



Brighton 



Bey. J. D. Dayies 
,, J.C.Thompson 

E. J. Paterson, llsq. 

Bey. A. J. Conibear 
„ B. H. Osborne 
, , William Pitman 

Thos. Maides, Esq. 

M Maides, Esq. 

Mr. T. Wells 
„ A. Newham 

Bey. Dr. Nicholson 

Mr. W. King 

Bey. H. Bodger 
„ J. Eirtlan 
„ A. T. Tazley 
„ B. Tonkin 

J. Haryey, Esq., J.P. 

Mr. William Frost 
„ J. G. Stratton 

W. H. George, Esq. 

Bey. A. D. Spong 
„ Dayid Dayies 
„ J.SurinanCooke 
„ E. A. Dowsett 
„ E.Shimto,MJL 
„ Hugh Shearer 
„ J. Pearoe 
„ JJB.Figgis,M.A. 
S^. Townshend Mar- 
tin 
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Mr. Coun. Dutton 




Bev. Cooper G. 
Hawkin 




Bnant 






„ G. CJooper 
,. W. GiUett 




„ T. P. Dale 






Mr. A. A. Bryan 
„ Conn. Morgan- 


Lbwes .... 


Bev. B. Wilkinson 






Major Crook 




Thomas 




Mr. F. Baldwin 




Bev. Seth Joshua 


Eastbourne . . 


Bey. B. C. GiUie 




Mr. Frank Fifoot 




„ H. E. Barrell 




„ J Andrew Jenkins 




,. — Bamborongh 
Aid. Strange 


BUILTB . . 


. . „ J. J. Duggan 






„ John Pierce 


HOBSHAM. . . . 


Bev. C. H. Clapp 


Caerphilly . 


. ., B. W.J. Sutherland, 




Mr. J. Harrington 




Esq. 




Mrs. J. Harrington 


POBTHCAWL . 


. . Bev. B. Davies 
Mr. David Jones 


Wales (North). 

Pbbstatyn ... . Bev. W. L. Davies 


MiLFOBD Haven . Bev. A. Holland 
Aberystwyth . . „ A. W. Thomaa 




Mr. Bobert Jones 






CoLWTO Bat . . 


„ H. T. Cousins 


Warwickshire. 




„ John T. Taylor 


COVENTBY 


. . Mr.BernardFranklin 




Mrs. J. T. Taylor 




„ F. C. Caldioott 


PWLLHBLI • . . 

Flint ..... 


Bev. E. M. Bees 
Mr. W. Francis Jones 


BUGBY . . . 


Bev. H. E. Bottomley 
„ G. Norton 


Wbexham . . . 


Coun. Henry Powell 
Bev. B. P. WiUiams 




Mr. H. T. Walton 
„ W. C. Musgrave 






Warwick . 


. . Bev. J. Bryan Mar- 


Wales (South). 




shall 


PONTTPBIDD • • • 


Bev. W. G. Jenkins, 

B.A. 
Mr. T. S. Jones 


BiRMINOHAM 


. . Mr. Alfred SouthaU 
„ H.J.Hart 






Bev. C. A. Fellowes 


Llandbindod 
Wells. . . . 


Bev. S. George, B.A. 
Mr. H. D. PhUlips 




„ C.Deeble 

„ E. Price, B.A. 
Mr. Alfred GUes 
Bev. H. Singleton 

„ Henry Smith ' 

Mr. G. F. Franoombe 

. . „ C. Bennett, J.P. 

„ C. HoUoway 


Havkkpobdwest . 

POBTH 

Swansea. . . . 


Bev. John Michael 
„ O. Lloyd-Owen 
„ J. Emlyn-Jones 
„ W.H. Webber 

Mr. J. W. Jones, J.P. 
„ T. H. Taylor 
!Ej S .Tones 


Leamington . 




Mrs 'B R .Tones 




C.B.Burgis,Esq. J.P. 




lux 9. xu. (J. vyixvso 

Mr. John Boberts 


Stratford-on 


-Avon Bev. E. T. H. Allen 


Merthyr . . . 


Bev. T. W. Chance, 

M.A. 
Mr. G. Williams 




Mr. J. E. Asquith 
„ F. Winter 


DOWLAIS .... 


Bev. E. J. Bosser 
Evans 


Westmoreland. 




Mi8sT.E.Evans,B.A. 


Kendal . . 


. . Bev. T. G. Taylor, 


Aberavon and Port 


Bev. W. Yaughan 




M.A. 


Talbot . . • 


Mr. J. Davies 




„ J. Anderson, 


Hay 


„ Caleb Eedwards 
„ G. Butoher 




B.A. 


Penarth .... 


Bev. J. G. Jones 
Mr. G. A. Herbert 




Wiltshire. 




Price 


Chippenhah 


AND 


MtD-BHONDDA . . 


Bev. D. Bichards 


Dis. . . 


. . Bev. Jas. Smith 




„ E.Emlyn Jones 


DOWNTON AND 


Dis. Mr. Charles Mitohell 


Cardiff . . . > 


Mr JlichardCory, J.P. 




Miss Manning 




„ Donald Maclean 


Swindon . 


• • Mr. E. Jones 




Bev. W. B. Winks, 




„ E. S. Pitoher 




F.B.A.S. 




„ W.J.Amsworth 
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Tbowbbidoe . 

Devizes • « • 
Salibbuby • • 



Malhesbury •. 



Bev. H. Sanders 
Mr. S. Hoolton 
Bey. T. 0. Prosser 
A. Watson, Esq., G.C. 
H. G. Qregory,Esq., 
, J.P. 

S. J. M. Moodv,£sq. 

Bev. C. J. Beskelly 

„ Arthur Ward 



Woroestershire. 



Lte • • • • • 

wobcesteb . • • 



KiDDEBMINSTER 

Stoubpobt and Dis. 



Malvebn and Dis. 

STOUBBRmaE • • 

Dudley • • • • 



Torkshire. 

Bevebley 

HOBNSBA 

Whitby . . 

Dbitfibld 
Hull • • . 



YOBK .... 

Torkshire. 

SCABBOBOUOB • 



MiDDLBSBBOUOB 



Saltbubn 



Mr. J. T. Worton 
„ J. H. Laoas 

Bev.A.HaUaok^MA. 

O.B.WetheraU^Esq. 

W. L. Frost, Esq. 

Bev. W. A. Benton, 
A.T.S. 
„ D. Oakley 

H.H.Beakbane, Esq. \ 
J.P. 

Bev. Walter Lee 

Mr. W. Davies 
„ J. Wooldridge 
„ Mr. F. Cook 

Bev. J. A. Boxbnrgh 

Mr. James Poole 
„ Edwin Yaughan 

East Riding. 

Bev.W.D.Beid,MX 
Mr. W. Amott 

„ W.Parker 

„ A. Blades 
Bev. G. S. S. 

Saunders 
Mr. J. B. Temple 
Bev. B. Harrison 

„ G. Bennett 

„ J, G. Patton 
Mr. J. Hall 

„ S. T. Simms 

„ C. Charter 
Bev. W. Wheeler 
Mr. W. Banks 



North Riding. 

Mr. J. W. Bobson 
Bev. Bobert Wood 

„ B. Crewdson 

„ D. A. G. Bogers 

„ F.Hall 
Mr. E. T. John 
Bev. J. G. Hopkins 

„ E. B. Mahon, 
B.A. 

„ J. G. Bowran 
ld6r. Bobert Myers 

„ D.M. Burton 



Yorkshire. West Riding. 



GOOLE. 



Whabfbdalb and 

DiBTBICT . • • 
HOBSFOBTH . . . 

HUDDEBSFIELD . • 



Abdsley .... 
Bawmabsh & Dis. 
Olbokheaton . . 
BIB8TALL .... 



Binoley .... 
Babnsley • . • 



bothebbam . • . 
Habbooate . . . 

PUDSEY .... 

Halifax .... 
Bbadfobd . . • 



Wakefield . . . 
Sheffield ... 
Denby Dale and 

DiSTBICT . • • 

nobmanton . . . 
Mapplewbll . . 



Bey. W. B. HouU, 
M . A . 

„ J. B. Bissell 
Mr. W.H. Smith 
Bev. Thos. Hamer 

„ Bobert Scott 
^. B. Lockwood 

„ S.Hartley 
D. Shaw, Esq. 
Mr. T. Mellor 
T. H. B. Tate, Esq. 
Mr. B. Moorhouse 
Bev. B. Bruce, MJL, 
D.D. 

„ D. W. Jenkins 

„ Jas. King 

„ J. F. Porteous 

„ W. Clough 

„ W. Tingle 
Mr. H. Midgeley 

„ JohnWainwright 
Mrs. John Wain- 

wright 
Bev. J. Martin 

„ D. Lindsay 

„ F. D. Tranter 
Mr. F. Brown 

„ Coun. Jenkins 
Bev. S. B. Beynolds 
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THE NATIONAL FREE CHURCH COUNCIL. 

A Historical Sketch. 

Many years ago — in the light of subsequent events it seems 
very many — ^members of several communions in the Christian 
Church met in the summer of several successive years at 
Orindelwald, in order to discuss matters of common interest, 
and in particular to speak together of the great idea of 
Christian unity. Much good was done, personal intimacies 
were formed, and mutual explanations given. Anglicans even 
of a High Church type met with Nonconformists even of 
extreme types, and found that their agreement on the funda- 
mental articles of the Christian faith was closer than they 
knew ; while the central thought of Christian unity, in the 
Master's sense, though differently interpreted, provided a bond 
of common inspiration and hope. At the same time it was 
made more manifest than ever before that anything in the way 
of organised unity, or common action, was a long way off. 
The line of demarcation between the Catholic and Protestant 
ideas — ^to express the matter roughly — was too marked to 
enable the Christians of the two kinds to act as one ; and 
beyond mutual recognition of each other's Christian character 
and Christian work little progress could be made. Nevertheless 
the meetings had the effect of bringing out the strength with 
which many of the Free Church leaders insisted on their real 
Catholicity and on their belief in the doctrine of the Christian 
Church, as distinguished from a purely individualistic religion ; 
and of summoning all the Churches to think afresh of the 
question of Christian unity. 

If, however, the divisions of Christianity were too broad and 
deep to permit of any general union except in sentiment, it 
might still be both possible and useful to draw nearer together 
such of the Churches in our own country as were not 
practically far apart ; and many Free Churchmen who had 
taken part in, or watched the proceedings at Grindelwald, 
turned their thoughts to the hope of a closer union of their 
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own Churches. For this hope there were many grounds. The 
historical causes which had separated Protestant commi^nions — 
apart from the Church of England — into so many sects had, 
for the most part, ceased to operate. During the last half- 
century, new aspects of Christian doctrine had brought into 
such overwhelming predominance the broad faith in the 
Fatherhood of God, as to reduce the importance of many 
points which in times gone by had been topics of sharp con- 
troversy. A deeper study of the history of the early Christian 
centuries had shown the insecurity of dogmatic views as to 
the authority of this or that method of Church goverimient. 
Modem conceptions and modem experience of the scope of 
Christian work among the unconverted masses of the people 
had opened a world of new social service, in which it was 
impossible for special forms either of doctrine or government 
to hold any intelligible place. The growth and the arrogance 
of scientific scepticism (h-ove the faithful back upon the ground 
foundations of their creed. And a gentler, more humane and 
more sympathetic spirit had resulted from larger conceptions 
both of the character of God and the true humanity of 
religion. The time therefore seemed ripe for feeling the way 
to a more active co-operation of the Free Churches. And 
while the Anglican Establishment was necessarily left out of 
consideration, the very predominance and separateness of that 
Church seemed to make it the more important for the Free 
Churches to come together. Instead of "The Church and the 
Sects" — ^a catching formula which wrought great evil among 
careless observers — it would be well to institute a great 
National Evangelical Church — ^not necessarily organised for all 
purposes under a single central government, but so united as to 
be able to take common action for common objects — ^which 
would stand in the eyes of the country, and in tiie eyes of a 
younger generation less familiar with the history of contro- 
versies, as an alternative to that National Church which claimed 
exclusive rights, but could not fulfil many duties, and which 
showed a dangerous tendency to forsake the National Pro- 
testant position for one which clung to the decaying institu- 
tions of Rome. 

It was while thoughts like these were working in younger 
minds that the veteran Dr. Guinness Rogers wrote a letter to 
the Methodist Times, at the request of its editor, the late Mr. 
Price Hughes — whose loss we so deeply mourn — urging 
that a Congress of Free Churchmen should be held, at 
which their fundamental ideas of Christianity should be 
set forth, especially in opposition to the Ritualistic views 
which had then lately been promulgated in the Church 
Congress at Cardiff, and to the obvious wish and hope of the 
High Church party to suppress Dissent. The circimistances of 
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the times were favourable to the proposed Movement, and 
during the next two or three years tentative local unions of 
Free Church ministers, and even some Nonconformist Councils, 
not properly representative, came into existence in different 
parts of the country. Union was in the air. And at last, after 
some private conversations, an influential though small meeting 
of leaders was held in London, and a resolution adopted to 
hold a Free Church Congress in Manchester in the autumn 
of 1892. Dr. Mackennal pioneered and organised that Congress, 
which owed much of its success to his fine temper and practical 
ability. The object was defined to be "to consider in what 
way the union of the Churches for Christian work could be 
effected " ; to help the Evangelical Free Churches of England 
to do their work better, that was from the very beginning the 
principal aim, ttie one aim in which all the others are com- 
prehended. 

The topics discussed began with principles : the ideas of 
"the Church, the Ministry, the Sacraments, and the Fellow- 
ship " — subjects which at once brought up all the questions on 
which the Free Churches had been divided for three hundred 
years. As Dr. Mackennal has written : " It was at once 
perceived that the same idea of the Church was held by 
Presbyterians, Methodists, and Congregationalists : the diffe- 
rences were of method, or of interpretation, not of the sub- 
stance of the faith." Next day followed the practical topics 
of Christian work in large towns, and, following the example 
of a successful experiment in Bradford, in which Mr. Law had 
had a large part, the principles of a parochial division of urban 
districts into Nonconformist parishes was advocated, and has 
been largely carried out. 

The Congress was a mere meeting of persons, having no 
formal representative character, but indirectly representing 
the Congregationalists, Baptists, Presbyterians, Wesleyans, 
Primitive, Free New Connexion, Methodists, Calvinistic 
Methodists, Bible Christians, and members of the "Free Church 
of England." Members of the Society of Friends also have 
from almost the first taken part in the Movement. 

After this first Congress, Free Church Councils grew up in 
various parts of the country. Next year a Congress was held 
in Leeds, on the same basis. The question — one of the greatest 
importance — ^was discussed whether the basis of representation 
' —for to £t representative Council all looked forward — ^should be 
denominational or territorial. Many held to the idea that the 
different Churches should by representation of their governing 
assemblies come together as such. Mr. Price Hughes convinced 
the Congress against this view. The territorial basis, he argued, 
that is, the representation of Councils and Federations, would 
avoid sectarian distinction, and would also avoid the possibility 
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of committing separate Churches to any particular policy. It 
would mean that members would attend the Congress, not as 
Baptists, or Methodists, or Presbyterians, or Congregationalists, 
but simply as Evangelical Free Churchmen — a fact which in 
itself was a proclamation to the world that the Free Churches 
were in essence one. This Leeds Congress also determined that 
for the future each Congress should have one official President, 
and the Revs. Thomas Law and Gwynne Owen were appointed 
Organising Secretaries to promote the establishment of Councils 
throughout the country. 

Organising work accordingly proceeded apace. Due mention 
must be made here of the immense service rendered to the Free 
Church Movement by Dr. Berry and Mr. Price Hughes — dis- 
tinguished orators and statesmen — ^who by their advocacy 
awakened much of the country to the importance of the 
occasion. The consequence was that when the nfext Congress 
met in Birmingham in 1895, 130 local Councils had been 
formed. Dr. Berry was President, and his address struck a 
deep spiritual note which has never ceased to echo through 
all the history of the Council. Discussing the origin of the 
Movement he said : " There is only one answer which seems 
to me to cover the facts or to satisfy an intelligent judgment. 
It is to be foimd in the present-day inspiration of the Holy 
Ghost, aicting in and through the Churches of Jesus Christ." 
Mr. liiw's report showed that the 130 Councils had not only 
begun to exist, but to work. Something like three-fourths of 
them had undertaken house-to-house visitation. Bradford 
had led the way, Birmingham, Leeds, and other towns had 
followed. United missions had also been carried on by the 
Councils, united crusades had been fought against gambling, 
impurity, and drunkenness. Local elections of Guardians, 
School Boards, and Town and County Councils had been 
influenced, so as to secure the return of good candidates 
pledged to moral reform. Much literature had been cir- 
culated, and many lectures delivei-ed setting forth Evan- 
gelical and Free Church principles. Free Church ministers 
in many places had gained entrance to workhouses and infir- 
maries. Steps were taken at this Congress for the preparation 
of a Constitution to be adopted for the National Council. The 
result was that at the Congress at Nottingham held in 1896, 
under the Presidency of Rev. Hugh Price Hughes, the definite 
representative Constitution was adopted which will be found 
in this volume. It will be seen that it rests upon the 
representation not of distinct religious bodies but of local 
Churches taking the religious society habitually worshipping in 
a particular building as the unit. This unit, amidst a great 
variety of institutions built by the aggregation in different 
forms of many units, is a fact common to all the Free Churches 
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— indeed to all Christian Churches. It is the primary cell of 
Christian organisation, and in reverting to it for the basis of the 
Constitution the National Council has adopted a system as wide 
and as fundamental as the institutions of Christianity permit. 
Firmly built upon the Christian intuitions and the Christian 
history, the National Council possesses the note of absolute 
Catholicity ; leaving out only those who insist upon a sectarian 
position, or who are deficient in the great doctrines of the Faith. 
The Council is the great and permanent Evangelical Assembly 
of the country, and may well be called the National Evangelical 
Church of England and Wales. 

At the Nottingham Congress Mr. Law was appointed Secretary, 
quitting his pastoral charge at Birmingham as a minister of the 
Methodist Free Churches and coming to London, thenceforth to 
devote his whole time and energies to the work of the Council. 
At this time the number of local Councils had increased to 209 ; 
after the definite and permanent Constitution was adopted it 
rose by leaps and bounds. Meetings have been since held in 
successive years in London (1897), Bristol (1898), Liverpool 
(1899), Sheffield (1900), Cardiff (1901), Bradford (1902), and 
Brighton (1903), presided over respectively by Dr. Monro 
Gibson, Dr. Clifford, Dr. Mackennal, the Rev. C. H. Kelly, the 
Rev. J. G. Greenhough, Dr. Townsend, and the Rev. Jas. Travis. 
The Council meetings have been characterised by a steady 
growth in religious power, and the representative membership 
has increased each year, though of course they differ widely 
in character according to the circumstances of the time and 
the change of speakers. 

It remains to notice some of the spiritual tasks which have 
been carried out by the National Council as a whole. We 
will take first the "Free Church Catechism." This remark- 
able document was prepared with immense care by a Com- 
mittee of Free Church leaders, who with great courage set out 
to see whether the common Christian faith in which they all 
believed could not be stated in simple and intelligible terms. 
It was designed not as a test by which to cause division or 
detect heresy, but as a devout confession to show forth the 
vital elements of our religion, and demonstrate our real unity 
in Jesus Christ. It has been a marvellous success. The men 
who drew it up found their task easier than they might have 
thought. The differences turned out, on frank and brotherly 
examination, to be in expression rather than in the substance, 
which proved capable of statement in plain words to which all 
could assent. It has never been imposed on the Churches 
as a test. It was adopted as a useful expression of what all 
believed. It has been widely circulated ; over 350,000 copies 
have been sold in England, and it has been translated into 
Italian, French, Welsh, and other languages. Its simplicity, 
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its intelligibility, its modem form, have enabled it to be largely 
used as a medium of Christian teaching. It has had a perhaps 
more important success. It has demonstrated to Christians who 
hold to quite other forms of the Christian religion — ^and has been 
welcomed by them as proving — ^that in all the weightier matters 
of the Christian faith the Evangelical Free Churches are sound. 
Previously many sincere and devoted High — and even Low — 
Churchmen had commonly believed that the Free Churches 
had to a large extent lost the purity of Christian doctrine ; 
is was an unfortunate and mischievous idea : the Free Church 
Catechism has banished it for ever. Henceforth it is clear 
to all that the differences between the Episcopal and Free 
Churches of our country concern only the theory of the Church 
and the methods of its government; those who maintain an 
exclusive attitude must try to justify it on these grounds only ; 
and now that the Church of England is daily coming round to 
the view that, for practical purposes at least, the Church consists 
of its communicant members, its ecclesiastical position seems 
to hang by the thin thread of a Divine-right Episcopacy, in 
which most of its lay members, to say nothing of the clergy, 
do not believe. 

In 1901 the Free Church Council undertook a vast simul- 
taneous mission all over the country. It resulted in the 
addition of a large number of members ; but its chief influence 
was in the awakening of the Churches themselves. A great 
many ministers who had before held that their vocation lay 
rather in the pastorate than in mission work threw themselves 
into this effort, and found, in some cases to their surprise, that 
the Christian minister is always at home in appealing to the 
sinful and careless to come to Christ. 

The literature department of the Council has also been largely 
expanded. Besides the Catechism above spoken of, it has 
published a Mission Hymn Book, with and without music, a 
large number of pamphlets and leaflets, an autobiography of 
Gipsy Smith, and a volume of Mission Sermons by the leading 
Free Churchmen, and it carries on two magazines. The Free 
Church Chronicle (monthly, 2d.) which is the chronicle of the 
Movement and contains contributions from the most honoured 
and distinguished men in the Free Churches, and the Free 
Churchman which is a penny monthly localised magazine, 
widely circulated. The " Free Church Year Book " is a cheap 
and handy annual, containing reports of the Council Meetings, 
and a vast amount of statistical and other information. The latest 
publication of the Council is the "Free Churchman's Guide to the 
Education Act, 1902." This, a companion volume to the " Free 
Church Legal Handbook," published in March, 1902, has been 
written by Mr. Edmund C. Rawlings ; the Rev. W. T. Townsend, 
D.D., contributing a sketch of the History of Popular 
Education in England and Wales. 
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The mission work continues to show great activity. Three 
missioners, Gipsy Smith, Mr. W. R. lane, and the Rev. J. 
Tolefree Parr, are on the permanent staff of the Council, and 
their admirable service in this department is welcomed in all 
parts of the country. 

The objects of the Free Churches are in their nature and 
spirit religious and not political. But there are occasions on 
which, in the name of politics, party politics invade the sphere 
of spiritual interests. The question of National Education has 
always been held to effect closely the Christian Churches, and 
has been persistently a matter of profound interest to the Free 
Churches. It has been impossible, even if it were wise, to keep 
it out of their discussions and efforts. This is not the place to 
sketch the history of the controversy about the Education Act 
of the present Government — a controversy rather opened than 
closed by the passing of the Act itself. The National Council 
has had its attention to a large extent absorbed during the past 
year by this vital conflict, and it' has no reason to fear that in 
spite of a formal temporary defeat in a reactionary time, it has 
laid the foundations of a lasting success which, if it continues 
its exertions, will ultimately free the English nation from the 
unjust interference in National Education of a sacerdotal caste, 
and Free Churchmen in particular from the attempt to make 
them sustain the teaching of Roman error. 
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LIST OF FREE CHURCH COUNCILS 
AND SECRETARIES. 



Bedfobdshibe. 

Town. Secretary. 

Bedford Mr. A. Fawcett, 20, Ampthill Boad, Bedford 

Luton Mr. C. H. Osborne, Bute Street, Luton 

Wobum Sands . . . . Mr. Horton, Chemist, Wobum Sands 

East Beds Mr. F. W. Braybrooks, Potton, Sandy 

Eempston 

Ampthill Eev. C. V. Pike, Church Street, Ampthill 

Bbbeshibe. 

xr^^Kr.^^ J Mr. Thos. W. Turner, 84, Northbrook Street 

x^ewDury iRev. E. H. Titchmarsh, M.A., EnbomeBoad 

Beading . . . . . . Bev. W. Armstrong, M.A., 74, South Street 

Maidenhead Bev. P. M. Eastman, 16, Cookham Boad 

Windsor and District . . Bev. W. D. Hayward, Sunningdale, Ascot 

Abingdon Mr. Pope 

Wantage 

Faringdon and District . . Bev. A. G. Hodgson, Marlboro' Street, Faringdon 



Buckingham .. 
Newport Pagnell 
Aylesbury 
Stony Stratford 
Great Marlow 
High Wycombe 



Stewkley and District 



Wolverton .. 
Chesham and District 

Fenny Stratford 



Wisbech 
Capdbridge . . 

Boyston 

Ely • • • • • • 

Linton 

Kewmarket and District 

March 

Chatteris 

Whittlesea and District 



BUCKINOHAMSHIRS. 

Mr. G. Tailby, Lawson Cottage, Buckingham 

Mr. G. E. Burgess, 85, High Street 

Mr. A. E. Lester, 7 and 9, Britannia Street 

Mr. A. Hall, High Street 

Bev. F. Tavender, The Manse 

Bev. G. P. Jarvis 

[Mr. E. Home, Cottesloe Farm, Wing, Leighton 
I Buzzard 

I Mr. A. Young, Drayton Parslow, Bletchley, 
1 Beds 

Mr. S. J. Dodd, Dudley House, Stanley Avenue, 

Chesham 
Mr. W. E. Burton, Victoria Boad 

Cambbidoeshibe . 

Bev. J. W. Campbell, Queen's Boad 

Mr. W. T. Haynes, " Brentor," Abbey Boad 

jBev. W. T. Lewis 

iMr. Chas. Whyatt 
Mr. E. D. Shelton, High Street 
Bev. E. Gregory, j?he Manse, Duzford 

. Bev. J. W. Upton, Burwell Manse, nr. Cambridge 
Mr. S. E. Edwards, Manea 



Mr. E. Williamson, Slant's Lane, Whittlesea 
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Jersey .. 
Guernsey 



Town. 



Channel Islands. 

Secretary. 
Mr. W. Lane Gibbe, 11, BoseviUe Street, St. 

Helier 
Mr. H. D. OUivier, Trinity Square 



Frodsham 
Lymm . . 

Chester 



Northwich 
Winsf ord 

Crewe and District . . 

Birkenhead • . 

Maoclesfield and District 

Boncom 

Sandbaoh 

Wallasey 

Bnokley 

Altrincham and District 
Stockport 



Alsager 

Wilmslow 

Hyde and District 

Ma^le., 
Congletcn 



\ Mr. A. E. Bimmer, Main Street 

\ Mr. G. S. Frith, Boseneath, Frodsham 

Mr. Wm. Mercer, New Field View 

Bev. D. Wynne Evans, "Brynawel," Victoria 
Bead 
• Mr. J. T. Partington, Victoria Boad 

Mr. W. H. Barnes, ** Manningdale," Hough 
Green, Chester 

Mr. A. Fryer, 77, Church Boad 

Mr. E. Stubbs, Albert Villas, Ways Green, 

Winsford 
(Bev. T. B. Field, 12, Stalbridge Boad 
{ Mr. A. Lewis, Ivy House, Henry Street 

Bev. H. H. AUwell, 85, The Woodlands 

Mr. W. Frost, '' Eardmont," Oxford Boad 

Mr. W. Millington, 21, Waterloo Boad 

Bev. E. Hampden-Cook, M.A. 

Mr. C. H. Nelson, 196, Liscard Boad, Liseard 
( Bev. Owen Tidman, Bank Buildings 
(Mr. J. Davies 

Bev. F. C. Lloyd, Norman's Phice 

Mr. J. E. Thompson, ** Greetham," Manchester 
Boad, Stockport 

Bev. Bobert Hughes, Springfield 

Mr. W. Crothers, Chapel Lane 

Bev. S. Nicholas, 25, Stockport Boad, Hyde, 
near Manchester 

Bev. W. M. Ainsbury, Heathwood, Marple 

Bev. C. L. Allen, Woodland View 



COBNWALL 

Bev. J. S. MiUer 

Launceston Bev. J. E. Crawshaw 

T \^\,^r^A ^ Mr. E. J. Snell, Dean Street 

^"^^^'^ 1 Mr. L. H. Ceilings, Tremabe, Liskeard 

St. Austell Bev. A. G. Spears, The Manse, Truro Boad 

i>^««4^k (Bev. J. E. Portman, Bedruth 

"®^^^ 1 Mr. W. Chandler, Fore Street 

Bodmin, Lostwithiel & Dist. Mr. T. T. Wavlett, The Crinnicks, Bodmin 

Faknouth Mr. S. B. Williams, 2, Bellevue Terrace 

XT-.™ rk««^ J I^v- J* C. Stevenson, 1, Harbour Crescent 

New C,juay | j^^^ ^ q^^^^ 3^ Harbour Crescent 

Helston Mr. J. Freethy, Swano, Cury, B.S.O. 

m^,^ (Bev. M. May, Ferris Town, Truro 

■^""^ t Mr. B. Bowe, jun., 16, St. George's Boad 

Hayle Bev. W. M. Chandler 

Looe Mr.W.J. Michell,WhithebumVilla,WestLooe 

Penzance . . • . . • Bev. S. Buckley, Newlyn West, Penzance 

Camelford, Delabole, & Dist. Mr. B. Pearce, Delabole B.S.O. 

Callington Mr. B. H. Pike 

Mevagissey Bev. E. Faull, Tregoney Hill, Mevagissey 

St. Columb Bey. W. C. Hope, Cobden Villa 

Camborne JMr-CBowe 
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Town. Secretkry. 

St. lyes Bev. D. Hinoholiff 

Boohe 

Fowey and Polnian . . . . Mr. G. S. Billston, Draper, Fowey 
Kilkhampton 

GUMBEBLAIID. 

Brampton Mr. G. A. Harrison, Prospect Plaoe 

CarMe Mr. W. B. Bedmayne, 10, Chatsworth Square 

Workington Bey. Francis Biohardson, 189, Harrington Boad 

Aspatria Mr. W. Hodgson, 25, King Street 

Wigton Mr. J. W. Crooks, Solicitor 

Ponm'^h (Mr. J. Harding, 40, King Street 

*^®°""* t Bev. J. Graham, 61, Wordsworth Street 

Nenthead Bey. T. E. Freeman, Donks Villa 

Whitehaven Mr. A. G. Kennedy, 15, High Street 

Silloth Mr. B. W.Johnson 

Maryport • • . . 

Egremont Bev. J. W. Stewart, B.D., Wath Brow, Cleaton 

Moor, near Gamforth 

Dbbbyshibe. 

Long Eaton Mr. A. L. Start, West End Mills 

Melbourne Bev. H. J. Bannister 

Ilkeston Mr. W. H. Coupland, 82, Bath Street 

Wirksworth Mr. J. H. Starkey, Chamwood 

Glossop Mr. S. Jackson, Valebank, Simmondley Lane 

New Mills Mr. G. Scorer, Union Boad 

Heanor Mr. J. Lilley, 24, Wellington Street 

Belper Mr. Stevenson, High Street 

Alfreton Bev. G. W. Hancock, Mansfield Boad 

Biddings, Sommereotes, and 

District Mr. J. Langton, Chapel Lane, Leabrooks 

TN^^v^ f Bev. S. Heywood, 29, Normanton Boad, Derby 

^^^^ t Mr. S. Thompstone, 21, Lower Dale Boad, Derby 

Tonlgreave Mr. S. Nattall, jon. 

South Normanton . . . . Mr. C. H. Lane, South Normanton 

Bipley Bev. A. Poynton 

Buxton Mr. S. Selby, 21, High Street 

Bakewell Mr. A. Buxton 

Clay Cross Bev. W. B. Ponton, Park View 

Hi»,-«»fcm«v ( Mr. J. Betts, Dale Villas 

Shirebrook j Mr. Gregory, Byron Street 

Staveley Bev. W. H. O. Lake, Staveley 

r^^4o*AoU J Rev- W. Francis, Avondale Boad 

Chesterfield | Mr. F. H. Wilde, Gluman Gate 

Bev. E. W. Pape, The Manse, Castle Gresley, 
a ji. _i, Burton-on-Trent 

Swadlmcote ' Mr. H. M. Howard, Bedford House, Woodville, 

Burton-on-Trent 

Pinxton Mr. W. Litchfield, Glendale Cottages 

Langley Mill Mr. W. Grainger, 62, Cromford Boad 

Tibsheb Mr. J. Ayre, 88, St. Thomas Bow, Tibshelf , 

near Alfreton 

Dbvonshibe. 
Tiverton Mr. H. G. Wakefield, 1, Morley Terrace 

IMr. £. M. Shinner, The Glenkens, Warren Boad 
Mr. B. W. Toms, 16, Bronshill Crescent, EUa- 
oombe 
Tavistock Bev. F. T. Astbury, Tavistock 
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Town. Secretory. 

Exeter Bey. H. J. Barton Lee, 85, Cross Park Terrace, 

Heavitree 
Newton Abbot • . . . Bev. S. Ljne, 1, Bnmswiok YiUas 

Okehampton Mr. W. H. Dawe, The Arcade 

Plymouth, StonehoQse, and Bev. Ed. Francis, Beechwood House, Dale Boad, 

District Plymouth 

Teignmouth Mr. Wm. Turpin, ** Aloha," Woodway Boad 

Torrington Mr. J. Handford, Church Gate 

TT^i^^^t,^ ( Mr. J. B. Batten, Holsworthy 

Holsworthy {Bey. W. B- Busi^ell 

Totnes Mr. W. Bradford, Buckfastleigh 

■n.^ .««i^ (Mr. G. T. Andrew, Litchdon Terrace 

^'^^^^P^® t Mr. A. Hopper, Bridge Buildings 

Tt:^^^*;i J Mr* A. E. Tucker, 29, Bridgeland Street 

^'^^°'^ 1 Mr. C. E. Bennett, New B^ 

Ti#*o.^^Vw. il^v- C. Stedeford, " Newlands," Station Boad 

uiracomoe t Mr. P. W, Drake, Pore Street 

Kingsbridge Bev. Bhys Harries, GwaJia 

Dartaioutn Bey. T. D. Dodsworth, Victoria Boad 

Ezmouth Mr. A. H. Toone, 17, Bolle Street 

South Molton . . . . Mr. J. Lyddon 

Dawlish Mr. S. Serle, The Betreat 

Honiton Bev. Lewis T. Harry, Oak Villa 

Brixham Mr. W. Cann, Berry Head Farm 

Crediton, Chumleigh, & Dist. Bev. H. J. Stanton, The Manse, Lapford 
Paignton and District . . Bev. O. P. Bounsfdl, Paignton 

Calstock Mr. B. B. Alford, Calstock, near Tavistock 

Devonport and District . . Bev. S. E. Damerell, 8, Clarence Boad, Torpoint, 

Devonport 

DOBSETSHIBE. 

Gillingham •• •• .. Bev. S. Whitaker, Gillingham 

Dorchester Mr. H. H. Hallett, Monmouth Boad 

West Dorset Mr. P. Campbell, Glen Etive, Bridport 

(Mr. W. H. Bolt, 15, Great George Street, 
Weymouth and District .. \ Weymouth 

( Mr. W. Mayne, Brunswick Terrace 

Poole Mr. P. D. Cleaver, Berkley Grange 

Portland Bev. J. Page, The Manse, Wakeham, Portland 

DUBHAK. 

West Hartlepool . . . . Bev. E. S. Forster, Mulgrave Boad 

Bla<&hill, Consett, & District Bev. F. Baine, 1, Cemetery Boad, Blackhill 

Brandon Mr. J. Adair, 4Pt Office Street, Littlebum Col- 
liery 

Felling Mr. Hedley Dixon, 14, Blyth Terrace, Gateshead 

South Shields . . . . Bev. E. Hopkins, A.T.S., 10, Aberdare Terrace 

Tow Law Mt. J. J. Graham, High Street 

Durham Bev. P. Campbell, M.A., B.D., 29, The Avenue 

Crook and District . . . . Bev. A. P. Adamson, The Manse 

Sunderland Bev. F. E. Marsh, 8, Park Place West 

o.^v*/.« «« T««a JI^^- ^- C^. Maple, 3, The Grove 

Stockton-on-Tees .. .. \^^ j j^^^^ l^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^ 

Barnard Castle . . . . Bev. A. Dixon, 8, Park Terrace 

Hartlepool Mr. J. Weatherhead, 84, Northgate 

Jarrow 

Bishop Auckland . . . . Bev. A. Westwood, 2, Hexham Street 

Waterhouses and District . . Mr. Allan BroweU, Comsay Colliery 

Spennymoor Bev. J. H. Kelly, Spennymoor 

Middleton-in-Teesdale .. Mr. B. Dobson, Town Head 
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Town. 
Gateshead 
Stanley 

Seaham Harbour . . 
Honghton 
Saoriston 
Willington . . 
Wingate and District 
Chester-le-Street 

Darlington • . 

Wear Valley and District 
Hetton-le>Hole 
Boldon Colliery , •• 

Staindrop • • 

Danston 

Shildon .. ' .. 



^ Secretary^ 

Mr. F. P. Bidley, 19, Hntt Street 
Bev. W. Pickering, Annfield Plain, B.S.O. 
Mr. Francis Gibson, 6, Castlereagh Boad 
Mr. J. E. Gair, Copt Hill, Hooghton^le-Spring 
Mr. J. B. Ck>llins, Front Street 
Mr. W. Jobson, Dene View Hoose 
Mr. J. Bichardson, Front Street 
Bey. H. Gorton Edge, Lambton View 
(Bev. H. Bothwell, M.A., B.D., Holme Lea 
1 Mr. J. Hedley, 81, Windsor Terrace 
Mr. J. T. Gaxdner, Frosterley, Darlington 
Mr. J. Bell, 6, Dene Street, Hettcm Downs 
Mr. H. S. Dawes, 16, Donkin's Bow, Boldon 

Colliery 
Bev. H. Halliwell, Staindrop Cottage, Staindrop, 

near Darlington 
Bev. W. ScoU, 5, Gibson Terrace, Ellison Boad, 

Donston-on-Tyne 
Mr. W. Morgan, Ivydene, Shildon 



Essex, 



Colchester 

Grays 

Halstead 

MaJdon 

Braintree and Booking 

Soathend-on-Sea 



Coggeshall 
Pitsea 



Brentwood 
Chelmsford 



Bristol.. 
Stroud.. 
North Cotswold 



Gloucester . . 

Cheltenham .. 

Cirencester . . 
Tewkesbury .. 
Dursley 
Forest-of-Dean 
Colef ord 

Frampton, Cotterell 
Wotton 
Warmley 
Oldland Common 
Thombury . . 



Bournemouth 
Winchester . 



Mr. F. Finch, 25, Salisbury Avenue 

Bev. J. J. Winser, 1, Stanley Boad 

Miss Warden, The Chase, Halstead 

Mr. F. W. Moss, Fambridge Boad, Maldon 

Mr. George Elger, Bradford Street, Booking 

Mr. J. S. Primer, Bensworth, Leigh Boad, 

Westoliff-on-Sea 
Miss M. E. Docwra, Eelvedon, B.S.O. 
Mr. E. E. Dowson, Dry Street Farm, Langdon 

Hills, viA Bomford 
(Bev. J. Davis, 3, Evering Villas, Crescent Boad 
) Mr. B. ChisneU, Hill Crest, Shenfield 
Mr. J. Stacey Beeve, BeUmans, Springfield, 
Chelmsford 

Gloucebtebshire. 

Mr. G. H. Oatley, 14, Trelawney Boad 

Mr. John Jacob, Aelybryn 

Bev. G. A. Ambrose, The Manse, Bourton-on- 
the-Water 

Mr. F. J. Brooke, 2, Westgate Street 
(Mr. C. Hayward, 30, Mon^Uier Terrace 
I Mr. F. Dicks, ** HolUngboume,'* Suffolk Boad 

Bev. H. J. Wicks 

Mr. G. S. Bailtcm, British Schools 

Mr. J. Shield Eley, Norton House, Falfield 

Mr. S. Harry, Yorkley, Lydney 

Mr. W. S. Adams, St. John Street, Coleford 

Mr. O. Dando, Frampton, Cotterell 

Bev. T. Hardyman, Wotton-under-Edge 

Mr. Naish, Warmley 

Bev. A. 0. Moore, Thombury 

Hampshibe. 

I Bev. G. D. Hooper, West Cliff Manse, Snowdon 
\ Boad 

l Mr. P. M. Bright, ** Chumar," Lansdowne Boad 
Mr. C. H. Page, "Boad," 62, Hyde Street, 
Winchester 
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Town. Seor6tary. 

Lymington Bfr. G. H. Hatohard, Toorlands, Lymington 

Byde, ble of Wight . . . . Bev. E. F. M. Vo^^es, 57, Newport Street, Ryde 

( Bev. J. Kemp, ** Grioklewood," 87, Yiotoria Boad 
Portsmouth \ North, Sonthsea 

lMr.H.T.Goddard 
Oosport and Alverstoke . . Mr. J. Boper, 2, Oak Street, Gosport 
Andover and Distriot . . Bfr . M. Atkinson, Highfield Farm3inley, Ando ver 

Southampton Bev. H. J. Perkins, Eversley Lodge 

Tio.o«««,tftVi» ( Mr. W. Higgs, Basing Boad 

^**^^*®*® t Mr. T. J. Ellingham, 26, Junction Boad 

Bomsey Bey. E. J. Gordon 

Newport, Isle of Wight . . Mr. A. Kemp, The Gedars, Carisbrooke 

Petersfield Mr. G. Bowland, The Square 

Stockbridge Mr.H.Barratt 

Shanklin and Sandown . . Bey. M. L. Gaunt, Bap. Min., Sandown 
Hambledon and District . . Mr. H. Andrews, Hoe Gross, Hambledon 
Ghristohuroh and Bingwood Mr. J. B. Morgan, Boslyn, Bingwood 

Fareh^m Bey. H. A. Ellis, 52, High Street 

Fordingbridge .. .. Mr. LufFman 

Eastleigh Mr. G. B. Layer, 56, Market Street 

Gowes and East Gowes . . Bey. B. J. Pollard, Osborne Boad, East Gowes 
Alton Mr. B. B. Day, High Street 

Hkbefobdshirs. 

Hereford Mr. E. L. Wallis, St. Owen Street 

Leominster Goun. D. A. Brown, Leominster 

Ijedbury, Newent, & Gk>rsley Mr. J. M. Bogers, Lower Gross, Ledbury 

Boss 

Hertfordshire. 

Berkhampstead and North- Bev. W. Dorey, Shrublands Terrace, Berk- 
church hampstead 

Hemel Hempstead . . . . Bev. J. F. Flatt, Maplehurst, Bozmoor 

King's Langley . . . . Bev. T. W. Fellowes, King's Langley 

T7u^u«« ' Bey. Glement F. Bryer, The Manse 

°'*°'*®** 1 Mr. F. Bird, Hitchii 

Tring Bey. L. H. Golls 

Hertford Bey. S. B. Handley, The Manse, Hertford 

Bishops Stortford . . . . Bey. B. G. Jude, Hatfield Heath 

St. Albans Mr. S. E. Buttenshaw, South View 

Harpenden Mr. J. Y. Watt, Harpenden 

Huntingdon. 

Huntingdon Mr. F. M. Hinde, 29, Ermine Street 

St. Neots Mr. G. F. Ham, The Orchards, St. Neots 

St. lyes Bey. J. W. Whittaker, St. lyes 

Bamsey 

Ireland. 

Belfast Bev. James Gregan, Baven Hill Boad 

Gork Bey. A. T. Palmer, Sun Mount 

Dublin 

Isle of Man. 

w I Bey. W. B. Foster, Newsham Terrace, Douglas 
* * ' (Mr. A. J. Bidge, Alexander Drive, Douglas 

Kent. 

Margate, Westgate, and (Bev. J. W. Travis, **Femdale," Dane Hill 
District . . . . . . ( Bow, Margate 
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Town. Seeretary. 

Tv._-_ f Mr. W. Bradley, 140, Folkestone Boad 

^^^®' 1 Mr. P. B. Kings! ord, 76, Maison Diea Boad 

Bamsgaie . . Mr. Geo. Wellden, 40, High Street 

Maidstone Bev. S. King, 21, London Boad, Maidstone 

Sheerness Mr. G. Beynon, 77, Alma Boad 

Deal, Sandwich, and District Mr. A. S. Taylor, 56, Middle Street, Deal 

TnnKriM«« w^iia i M^. T. Buttcr, 10, ffigh Street 

Tunbridge Wells . . • • JMr. H. Elwig, 6, Calvemey Crescent 
Bochester, Chatham, and 

District Bev.F.E.Blaokaby,9, Albany Terrace, Chatham 

Ashford Mr. W. S. Jarvis, 61, Francis Boad, Ashford 

-i7/%iv<^af/>*iA I Bev. A. J. Palmer 

a oiKestone \ Mr. B. G. Wood, 81, Tontine Street 

Sittingboome and District . . Mr. C. Trowell, Lincoln Villas, Park Boad 

Canterbury Bev. H. K. Kempton, Auckland, Nunnery Fields 

Northfleet and Greenhithe . . Coun. J. Sayer, 67, Stonebridge Boad, Norttifleet 

Broadstairs Mr. E. E. Moodev, 19, Osborne Boad 

Faversham Bev. W. F. Chorlton, The Mall 

Tonbridge Mr. W. Lettington, 56, High Street 

Whitstable Bev» B. B. MacQueen, *♦ Braemardale," Wynn 

Boad 

Sidcup and District . . . . Mr. S. Kirk, (Gainsborough, Sidcnp 

Sevenoaks Bev. Alfred Walker, Sandrock, Sevenoaks 

Lancashibe. 

Westhoughton . . . . Mr. Walter Tonge, 21, Market Street 

Bacup Bev. W. J. Tristram, Orchard Villas 

Barrow-in-Furness . . . . Mr. T. J. Barker, 7, Ainslie Street 

Liverpool Bev. F. W. Nicholson, 254, Anfield Boad 

Haslingden Bev. S. L. George, Grane Boad 

Bolton Mr. E. Abbatt, 41, Hilden Street 

Clitheroe Mr. B. Whittam, 51, Woone Lane 

Wigan Be¥« N. Boswortti, 2i6, Swinley Lane 

Nelson Mr. J. Emmott, Ethandune, Nelson 

Barrowf ord Mr. Thompson Bobinson 

Fleetwood Bev. E. LeMare, Promenade Boad 

Great Harwood .. .. Mr. J. H. Fielding, 21, Spring Street, Great 

Harwood 

Stalybridge Bev. E. Peake, 15, Taylor Street 

Littleborough . . . . Mr. C. E. Dearden, Stubley, Littleborough 

IBev. W. C. J. Neville, Palmyra Square 
Mr. B. P. Williams, 11, Wash Lane, Latchford, 
Warrington 

Darwen Mr. T. P. Davies, Heatherfield 

Aocrington Bev. J. G. Sutherland, Lister Street 

Boohdale Bev. H. L. Herod, 47, Mere Street 

a^^iu^^^ i Mr. J. Champness, 45, Promenade 

Southport j Bev. A. Scott, 96, Leyland Boad 

Lancaster Mr. E. S. Baylev, Meadowside 

MoBsley Bev. J. Campbell, Abney Bianse 

A8hton*under-Lyne . . . . Mr. T. Wallworth Bates, 17, Milton Place 

Blackburn Bev. W. Spedding, 105, Queen Boad 

U^ioUand Mr. J. Pennington, 28, Church Street, Farmoor, 

OrreU 

Gorton Bev. J. Williams, Sandlold Lane, Beddish, 

Stockport 
/Bev. W. Piggott, Woodlea Boad, Waterfoot, 



Bawtenstall 
Mr.W. 



H. Thomas, 119, Oak Field, Bury Boad 
23 
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Town. 
Chorley 
Blackpool 

Widnes 

Liverpool (Welsh) . . 
Swinton and District 
Middleton 
Preston 



Golne 

Ormskirk, Skelmersdale, and 
District 

Cheadle^Cheadle Halme, and 
Gatley 

Famworth and District 

Newton-ln-Makerfield 

Lytham and St. Anne's 

St. Helens 

Fylde 

Hey wood 

Badcliffe, near Manchester. . 
Golbome 

Oldham 

Longsight, Leyenshalme,and 
District 



Leigh 



Tyldesley 

Eccles 

Stretford, Urmston, andDist. 

Brierfield 

Fumess & Cartmel & District 



Piatt Bridge 



North Manchester . . 

South Manchester ' . . 
Openshaw and Droylsden 

North Salford 

AspoU 

Hindley 

Wrightington and District 

Bury 

Church and Oswaldtwistle . 
East Manchester 



Withington . . 
Bamsbottom and District 



Horwich 
Padiham 
Ashton-in-Makerfield 



Secretary. 
Bev. Wf J. Payling Wright, B.A., Hontoliffe 
Bev. W. Wel!ord, Pahitine Boad 

(Bev. H. B. Williams, Birchfield Boad 

\ Mr. F. Lawrenson, One Ash, Albert Boad 
Mr. H. Jones, Ystrad, Hayman's Green 
Bev. S. B. Woodall, 101, Station Boad 
Bev. A.Morton,Park Villa, Archer Park,Middleton 
Bev. J. Turner, 98, Brackenbury Boad 

( Mr. J. Hartley, 101, Skipton Boad 

\ Mr. H. S. Gladdiss, Heath Villa, Keighley Boad 



Bev. A. E. Hawes, Gheadle Hulme 
Mr. J. Eenyon, Glamerclough House 
Bev. G. Cook, Cross Lane, Earlestown 
Mr. H. Eastwood, Fairhaven, Lytham 

(Bev. W. Holroyd, 13, Windle Street, St. Helens 

iBev. J. Pringle, B.A., Tolver Street 
Bev. W. Evans, The Manse, Blackpool 
Bev. Silas Bixon, Green Lane 
Mr. W. Scholes, 151, Ainsworth Boad 
Mr. J. T. Berwick, 90, High Street 

(Bev. J. F. Brown, Park Boad, Oldham 

(Mr. S. Hobroyd, 18, Clegg Street 

Brcy. B. Jones, 153, Hamilton Boad, Longsight 
( Mr. J. Battersby, Tarleton Chambers, Church 
\ Street • 
(Mr.J. M. Beid 

Mr. J. Brimelow, 24, Lemon Street 
Mr. B. Whatmough, 104, Gildabrook Boad 
Mr. J. Owen, 36, Urmston Lane, Stretford 
Mr. A. Wilson^ 18, Halifax Boad 
Bev. T. J. T. Chapman, 10, Prince Street, 

Dalton-in-Fumess 
Mr. B. M. Lambert, 56, Park Boad, Hindley 
Bev. C. W. Cliffe, Smedley Boad, Cheeiham, 

Manchester 
Mr. W. Crowther, 24, Belper Street, Harpurley, 

Manchester 
Bev. J. Miller, 211, Moss Lane East, Manohest^ 
Bev. H. J. Chapman, M.A., 97, Grey Mare Lane, 

Manchester 
Bev. J. Dyer Bray, Great Clowes Street, Brough- 

ton, Manchester 
Mr. A; Cpwling, 118, Bolton Boad, AspuU 
Mr. W. Plummer, 88, Hall Lane 
Mr. W. Blight, Shevington, near Wigan 
Bev. J. Heath, 8, Heywood Street 
Bev. J. Atkinson, Bush Bank, Oswaldtmstle 
Bev. W. Barker, The Parsonage, Higher Ard- 

wick, Manchester 
Bev. A. F. Taylor, M.A., 89, Lansdowne Boad, 

West Didsbury, Manchester 
Bev. J. Foulger, The Manse, Peel Brow, Bams- 
bottom 
Bev. J. M. Morgan 
Mr. B. Murgatroyd, 8, Spenser Street 
Mr. W. Baxondale, " Fairfield," Wigan Boad, 

Brynn, near Wigan 
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Town. 

Melton Mowbraj 

Leicester 

Ashby-de-la-Zoach 

Wigston 



West Leicestershire 

Hinckley 

Moontsorrel .. 

Loughborough 

Coalville 

Shepshed 

Syston 



Lincoln 

Boston.. 
Market Basen 

Holbeach 
Brigg .. 



Grimsby 

Grantham 

Homoastle .. 

Bourne 

Gainsborough and District . 

Louth 

Scotter 

Spalding 

Holbeach and District 

Sleaford 

Scunthorpe 

Barton 

Long Sutton 



Secretary. 

LEICiaSTBRSHIBB. 

f Bev. L. Humbey, 27, Charlotte Street 
iMr. B. W. Brownlow 

Mr. J. M. Hubbard, 41, Saxe-Coburg Street 
. Bev. W. Soott 

Mr. J. A. Harris, Gas Manager 
rBev. S. W. Twiggs, Coalville, near Leicester 
\ Bev. A. E. Johnson, The Manse, Ibstock, near 
V Leicester 

Mr. W. p. Hackett, 2, Wood Street 

Mr. J. E. Jacques, Wood View 

Mr. E. A. Court, Park Street 

Mr. J. W. West, Belvoir Boad 

Mr. W. Harvey, Factory Street, Shepshed 

Bev. G. Luokett, Syston 

LiNCOLNSHIBB. 

(Mr. J. E. Dickinson, 29, The Strait, Lincoln 
\ Mr. J. Taws, 51, Catherine Boad, Lincoln 

Bev. J. Bedhead, 11, Church Street, Market 

Basen 
Bev. W. J. Morris, Long Sutton 

jBev. H. Parry, Beechcroft 

1 Mr. Kettle 

(Bev. F. W. Piper, 2, Welholme Boad Bast 

\ Mr. J. Dixon, 204, Hainton Street 
Mr. W. Bailey, 97, Market Place 
Mr. H. Chapman, Hopton Villas 
Bev. T. H. Parker, 2, Spring Field Villas 
Bev. B. E. Wheeler, 17, Spital Terrace 
Mr. J. W. Grayson, The Laurels, Eidgate, Louth 
Bev. J. W. Middlemiss, Scotter 

(Mr. J. Donington, 12, Bridge Street 

(Mr.W. A. Atton 
Mr. A. Hunter, Myrtle Cottage 
Bev. S. J. Morton, Sleaford 
Mr. C. Hughes, 5, Frodingham Boad 
Dr. T. S. Morley, Barton-on-Humber 
Bev. W. J. Morris, Long Sutton 



Acton .. 
Bamet District 
Bow and Bromley 
Brentford 
Central London 



Ealing and Brentford 

East Ham 

Finchley 
Fnlham 
Hackney and District 



MsTROPOUtTAK DZBTBICT. 

(North of the Thamet,) 
. . Mr. A. C. Crane, 82, Goldsmith Avenue, Acton, W. 
. . Mr. H. W. Milnes, Harewood, Bamet 
. . Bev. D. Hayes, 10, Harley Street, Bow Bow, E. 
. . Bev. E. B. Warren, 86, York Boad, Brentford 
. . Mr. F. M. Jordan, 155, Church Boad, Canon- 
bury, N. 
Mr. H. E. Parker, Chalfont, Madeley Boad, 
•• I Ealing 

Bev. A. G. Prichard, 156, Byron Avenue, East 

Ham ' 

* ' Bev. A. Lander, 80, Carlton Boad, Manor Park, 

E. 
. . Mr. W. E. Martin, 1, Alexandra Grove, North 

Finchley 
. . Bev. W. H. Prideaux, 88, Bumfoot Avenue, FuJ- 

ham, S.W. 
. . Bev. W. Thomas, 5, Cawley Boad, South Hack- 
ney, N.E. 
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Hendon District 
Homsey and Diskiot 
Il£ord 

Islington 
Kensington (North) . 



Boy. J. Jermyn, 16, Cambridge Boad, Wanstead 
Isaac HartiU, GhMMl Mansions, Chapel 



Town. Secretary. 

{M.tiro^ol%tan jyutnct^ ccmtintied.) 

Hammersmith & Shepherd^s 

Bush Mr. C. H. Matthews, 82, Devonport Boad, 

Shepherd's Bush, W. 

Hampstead Mr. J. Dickson, 16, Antrim Mansions, Hamp- 

stead 
Miss L. Mahlendorff, Linden Hoose, Church 

Boad, Hendon 
Mr. G. C. Beed, 83, Bidge Boad, Stroud Green, N. 
(Bev. W. A. Gait, M.A., B.D., 18, Korthbrook 
\ Boad, Ilford 

(Bev. F. A. Jones, 2, Arcyle Boad, Ilford 
(Bev. J. C. Easterbiook, 9, Alwyne Square, 
\ Canonbury, N. 

(Mr. J. C. Young, 27, Highbury Grove, N. 
Bev. J. Fleming Shearer, 8, Burlington Boad, 
Paddington 
Leyton — Loughton .. .. Bey. 

Marylebone Bev. - .i_ 

Boad, Notting Hill, W. 

Paddington Bev. E. O. Dinsley, 3d, Bark Place, Bayswater, 

W. 
Mr. James A. Morrell, 18, Margery Park Boad, 

Forest Gate 
Mr. Hamilton Watts, 49, GumeyBoad, Stratford 
Bev. H. W. Shirtcliffe, 197, Barking Boad, 
Canning Town, E. 

St. Pancras Bev. G. H. East, 56, Bartholomew Boad, N. W. 

Tottenham, Edmonton, and 

Enfield Mr. W. Cameron, 12, Woodberry Grove, Fins- 
bury Park, N. 
Tower Hamlets . . . . Mr. W. J. Bromley, 47, Grosvenor Boad, Ilford 
I Bev. F. E. Cossey, Merrimans, Hillingdon, 

Uxbridffe and District .. J,^ S*il."?^®,« « , « j tt i. j 
V Aur*u|5o nuu iyiowiui, 1 Mr. E. Colc, 18, Cowlcv Boad, Uxbridge 

I Mr. J. Turner, Portfield 

Watford Bev. H. A. Hunt, Clarendon Boad, Watford 

Westminster, St. George's, 

' '" ' Mr. E. Burch, 9, EUzabeth Street, Pimlico, S.W. 

Bev. C. McEvoy, M.A., 3, Claremont Boad, 

Cricklewood, N.W. 
Mr. Thomas, 6, NiooU Boad, Harlesden 
Mr. Baglan Walker, 6, Parkhurst Boad, Wood 
' Green, N. 
Mr. E. Hudson Foster, 10, Addison Boad, 

Walthamstow 
Mr. A. E. P. Craig, Bedlynch, Sunnyside Boad, 
Homsey, N. 



North West Ham, Stratford, 
and Forest Gate 

South West Ham . . 



and Strand 
Willesden East 
Wood Green and District 
Walthamstow and District 
Highgate 



Cheshnnt, Waltham Cross 
and Waltham Abbey . . 

Gunnersbury 

Bomford 

Willesden West 

Harrow and District. . 

Winchmore Hill . , , , 



Mr. A. J. Todd, "Eversley," Albury Bise, 

Waltham Cross 
Mr. W. Sharpington, 46, Wo^seley Gardens, 

Gunnersbury 
Bfr. A. T. Davey, Pentillie, Cross Boad, Bomford 
/Bev. B. Thomas, 15, St. Albans Boad, Har- 
J lesden, N.W. 

(Mr. J. Clarke, 146, Purves Boad, W. 
Bev. W. H. Pratt, The Manse, Locket Boad, 

Wealdstone 
Bev. J. A. Houlder, 17, Palmer's Green Villas, 
Palmer's Green, N. 



Bromley and District 
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. Town. Secretary. 

(South of the Thames,) 

Balham and Tooting . . Bev.A.LeathleyHeap,Ousele7Boad,Balliam,S.W. 

Battersea and Clapham . . Bev. B. Gynon Lewis, 17, Broomwood Gardens, 

Clapham Common 
Bermondsey and Botherhithe Bev. J. Scott Lidgett, Bermondsey Settlement, 

S.E. 
Blackheath and Greenwich.. Bev. W. L. Mackenzie, The Manse, Hervey 

Boad, Blackheath 
(Pev. C. H. Poppleton, 76, Mitcham Lane, S.W. 
Brixton and Streatham . . -! Bev. W. Pettxnan, 95, Tiemey Boad, Streatham 
I Hill, S.W. 

Bev. T. Evnon Davies, 114, Bromley Boad, 
Beckenham 
•• ' Bev. F. W. Gusterson, A.T.S., 1, Hope Villas, 
I Bromley Common 

Camberwell Mr. Charles Archer, 1, Linden Grove, Peckham, 

S.E. 
Central South London . . Mr. James Everett, 170, Eennington Park Boad, 

S.E. 

Chiswiok Mr. E. Hall, 2, Tumham Green Terrace, 

Chiswick 
Croydon and District . . Bev. J. Jones, M.A., The Limes, Grange 

Crescent, Sutton 
Dartford District . . . . Bev. E. Hayward, Devonia Villas, Welling, S.O. 
Deptford and Greenwich . . Mr. G. S. Hirst, 41, Sprules Boad, Brockley, S.E. 
Erith and Belvedere (Kent) . . Mr. B. A. Burrows, 64, WoolwichBoad, Belvedere 
Hounslow and Feltham . . Bev. L. M'Crea, 3, Augusta Villas, Staines 

Boad, Hounslow 
(Mr. F. Onley, 17, Eden Street, Kingston 
Kingston and District .. ]Mr. F. G. Hart, *' Eastleigh,'' St. George's 

( Boad, Norbiton 
Lewisham, Lee, and Eltham Mr. J. Clifford Smith, 16, EfiSngham Boad, Lee 

Newington Bev. G. W. Keesey, 47, Grosvenor Park, Cam^ 

berwell, S.E. 
Korth-West Surrey . . . . Bev. H. J. Crouch, Hersham, Walton-on-Thames 
Norwood (Upper), Sydenham, 

and Penge . . . . Mr. E. A. Olney, Beckenham View, Newlands 

Park, S.E. 

Norwood Mr. W. Percy Hicks, 67, Whiteley Boad, Upper 

Norwood, S.E. 
( Mr. Parker, 64, Mezfield Boad, East Putney , S.W. 
Putney District . . ,, \ Mr. H. Salisbury, 9, Hollywood Villas, Melrose 

( Boad, Putney, S.W. 
Biohmond and District .. Bev. J. Beedell Chubb, 3, St. James Villas, 

King's Boad, Bichmond 
Staines and Egham (Middle- [Middlesex 

sex and Surrey) . . .. Bev. F. C. Skegg, Parkland Grove, Ashford, 

Syd^Jg^Forest HUl. and \^l±Y'^^i'^!^^''& 

^**'®'^ I Sydenham 

Twickenham Mr. W. Jordan, Lismore, Hampton Hill, S.W. 

Wandsworth Bev. Frederick Stephens, 86, St. Ann's Hill» 

Wandsworth, S.W. 
Wimbledon and District . . Mr. J. L. Bawdifle, Lynton, Merton Hall Boad, 

Wimbledon 
Windsor, Slough, and Dis- 
trict Bev. T. S. Bateman, 69, Hencroft Street, Slough 

(Bev. Samuel Scott, M.A., 2, Brent Boad, 
Woolwich and Plumstead . . • Shooter's Hill 

Bev.W.Lee,6.A.,20, Wrottesley Boad, Plumstead 
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MONliOUTB 

Town. Secretary. 

Eastern Valleys, Mon. • . Bey. J. Howell Bees, Maesybryn, Griffiihstown 

Monmouth . . . . . . Mr. B. Gooding, Troy Boad 

Va»»^^ ^ Mr. H. Pratt, Llantamam, Newport 

^®^'^" 1 Mr. F. Fisher, Clytha Park 

Bhiwderin Ck>ancillor J. TampUn, Tredegar Street 

Ebbw Yale and District . . Mr. D. B. Boberts, Eureka Place, Ebbw Yale 

Blaina and Nantyglo . . Mr. E. Jones, The Woodlands, Brynteg, Blaina 

Abergavenny Bev. W. Sylvanus Jones 

Gross Keys Bev. W. Carrier, 5, Carlton Terrace, Cross Keys 

Tredegar Bev. D. P. Bevan, 32, Alexandra Place, Sirhowy, 

Tredegar 

Chepstow Mr. W. Thomas, 2, Huntfield Yillas 

Abercam Mr. W. H. Edwards, Graig House 

Blaenavon Bev. D. T. Benjamin, 11, Pencoed Terrace 

Norfolk. 

Swaflham Mr. F. Ghristopherson 

Watton Bev. W. M. Batterbee, Neaton Cottage 

King's Lynn Bev. E. W. Bremner, London Boad. 

Wymondham . . . . Bev. W. Parry 

v-,.w.^«*v. f Mr. C. W. Dawson, Wellesley Boad 

larmoutn j Mr. J. H. Bose, 98, Nelson Boad Central 

Norwich Bev. W. A. Hammond, Belmont House, Queen's 

Boad 

Dereham Mr. Geo. Brett, Quebec Street, East Dereham 

Harleston and Long Stratton Bev. H. J. Bayley, The Manse, Long Stratton 
Holt and District . . . . Bev. S. J. Henman, 151, Mill Lane, Cromer 

Diss 

Thetford, Brandon & District Bev. W. Fitch, King Street, Thetford 
North Walsham and District Bev. A. S. Culley, The Manse, Worstead 

Wells Bev. Ironsides Seabrooke, High Street 

Martham and District . . Bev. I. Folley, The Manse, Hemsby, Great Yar- 
mouth 
Downham Market . . . . Mr. F. W. Coulson, 74, High Street, Downham 

Market 
Hunstanton and District . . Mr. J. H. Page, Hunstanton 
Fakenham and District . . Bev. E. J. Sainsbury 
Sedgeford 



NORTHAMPTONSHISB. 

Peterborough Mr. C. Sales, Eastfield Boad 

Daventry and Long Buckby Mr. C. Bodhouse, 38, Oxford Street, Daventry 

Northampton Bev. J. F. Nodder, 62, Birchfield Boad 

Kettering Bev. D. Stephens, London Boad, Kettering 

Bushden, Higham, & District Bev. B. Shorten, High Street, Bushden 

Towcester Bev. Wm. Fidler, Tyiidale Cottage 

Market Harboro' . . . . Bev. J. Burrows, Wesley Yilla 
Oundle and Thrapston . . Mr. J. B. Wilkinson, JlP., Addington, Thrapston 
«r^ii*„„v^,^„„i, (Mr. J. Prentice, Stainley Boad 

Wellingborough . . . . | j^^^ ^ j j^^^^^^^ Wellingborough 

NOKTHUMBEBLAND. 

West Tyneside . . . . Bev. H. Bose Bae, The Manse, Byton-on-Tyne 
Newoastle-on-Tyne . . . . Bev. W. Glover, 48, Bothbury Terrace, Heaton 
Ahiwiok Bev. J. E. S. Otty, M.A., Grey Place 

( Bev. J. W. Ogden, 6, Albury Park Bd. , TTnemoutii 
Tynemouth and District . . - Mr. W. Gibson, Denwiok House, Denwidk Terrace, 

( Tynemouth 
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Town. Secretary. 

HaJtwhisUe Mr. Bland/South View 

Hexham and District . . Bev. J. A. Tait, B.A., 17, Hextol Terraoe 

Walker Mr. F. Hope, West School House 

Haydon Bridge . . Mr. E. Dayidson, The Tofts 

Wiilington Quay . . . . Bey. E. H. Steel 

WflJlaend ^ ^* ^' ^' ^^<^^^^^o^* 1*» Laburnum Avenue 

waiisena (Mr. G. H. Bainbridge, 6, Laburnum Avenue 

New Benwell Mr. H. G. W. Tennant, 230, Famdale Boad 

Gramlinton Mr. J. Absalom, 25, East View 



Hucknall Torkard . 
Newark and District 
Sutton-in-Ashfield . 
Betf ord 



Nottingham 



East Eirby . . 

Mansfield 

Staplef ord 

Worksop 

Arnold and Daybrook 

Selston 

Keyworth 

Buddington . . 

Carlton and District. . 

Doverbeck Valley District 

Beeston and District 

Whitwell and District 

Bulwell 



Banbury 

Oxford 

Thame 

Bicester 

Henley- on-Thames 



NOmNOHAMSHIBE. 

Mr. W. Sowter, 80, Derbyshire Lane 
Bev. T. W. Hart, 10, Bowbridge Boad 
Bev. W. Piatt, Spring View 
Bev. H. Gollard, The Manse 
fBev. T. B. Gankwell, 317, Lenton Boulevard, 

Nottingham 
Mr. A. E. Morton, Armitage Chambers, Victoria 

Street • 
T. H. Shacklock, The Hill, Kurby-in-Ashfield 
Bev. M. Laycock, Bourne House, Terrace Boad 
Mr. W. Swift, 18, Alexandra Street 
Mr. D. F. Walker, Oakhurst, Watson Boad 
Mr. J. W. Miller, Church Drive, Daybrook 
Mr. E. A. Towell 
Bev. J. Branton, The Manse 
Mr. S. Warsley 

Mr. W. Whitehead, Bourne Street, Netherfield 
Mr. E. White, Woodborough 
Mr. C. E. Barnes, 7, High Street 
Mr. E. Allured, Fox Boad, Whitwell 
Bev. W. Slater, St. Albans Boad 

OXFOBDSHIBE. 

Bev. H. Butler, CaJthorpe Boad 

Bev. J. Bobertson, M.A., 4, The Crescent 

Bev. J. L. Cooper, The Manse, Long Crendon 

Bev. S. T. Tucker, The Manse 



Oakham 



BUTLAND. 

(Bev. H. J. Allison Suter, Oakham 
(Mr. C. Miller, Oakham 



Shrewsbury . . 

Pontesbury . . 
Wem .. 
Whitchurch . . 

Welluigton .. 

Baschurch • . 
Minsterley 
Dawley 

Oakengates . . 

Ludlow and District 

Bridgnorth • • 



Shbopshibb. 

Mr. T. Cooper, Swan Hill Court 
Bev. D. M. Bowlands, 39, Belle Vue, Shrews- 
bury 
Mr. Lakelive, Post Office 
Bev. H. Marchant, B.A., The Bfanse 
Mr. J. Woollam, 27, Claypit Street 
Bev. F. Coram 
Mr. J. Passmore 
Mr. T. Boberts 
Mr. J. H. Ball, Horsehay 
Bev. T. Miller, Trinity House, Shifnal 
Mr. Gains Smith, J.P., Ludlow 
Bev. E. EUiott 
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Town. 
Market Drayton 
EUesmere and Distriot 
Oswestry 
Newport 



Secretary. 
Bev. G. G. Maoarthar 

Mr. W. E. Minshall, Freshfield, Odwestry 



Taunton 

Weston-super-Mare .. 

Bridgwater 

Central Somerset 
Midsomer Norton and Distriot 

Wellington 

Frome 

Chard and District .. 

Yeovil 

Bath 

Shepton Mallet 

Somerton 

Bumham 

Cheddar Valley 

Chew Magna 



Wrington Valley 

Clevedon 

Minehead 



SOMEBSETBHIBB. 

Mr. F. C. Sanderson, 5, Mount Terrace 

{Mr. Jas. Jones, Admaston, Southside 
Bey. W. Boyden, 1, Belgrave Terrace, Graham 
Boad 
Bev. V. H. CuUiford, Monmouth Street 
Mr. A. F. Hodges, High Street, Street 
Mr. C. Dando, Bedfield Boad, Mid. Norton 
Bev. G. W. Joyce, The Parsonage 
Mr. A. G. Chubb, " Shirley," Somerset Boad 
(Mr. T. W. Sanders, Bothwell House 
(Bev. F. Balch 

Mr. W. T. Walters, F.S.A.A., Middle Street . 
(Mr. W. P. Workman, M.A., Eingswood School, 
\ Lansdown 
(Bev. F. J. Benskm 
Mr. £. £. Hoskins, East Compton, Shepton 

Mallet 
Mr. F. G. Hatcher and Mr. Thomas Baker 
Mr. W. Pearl 

Bev. J. W. Padfield, Cheddar 
Mr. A. H. Whittock, Bethel House, Pensford, 

near Bristol 
Mr. H. C. MarshaU 
Mr. E. H. Light, Queen's Boad 
Bev. J. C. Irvine, The Manse 



Stafford 



Brierley Hill and District 

Burton-on-Trent 
Wolverhampton 



Hanley 



Burslem 

West Bromwich 

Cannock and District 

Silverdale 

Bugeley 



BaBton |Mj; 

Stoke and Fenton .. .. Mr. 

Newcastle-under-Lyne . . Mr. 

Blackheath Mr. 

Leek Mr. 

Walsall {5Jj; 

Tipton ..Mr. 

Tamworth and District . . | wj[* 

Wednesbury . . . . . . Mr. 



Staffordshire. 

Bev. F. J. Layton, Meyrick Boad 
Bev. B. D. Morris, Fenton Street 
Mr. J. B. Smith, 46 and 47, Brick Eihi Street, 

Harts Hill 
Bev. J. Porteous, "Bosslyn," Derby Boad 
Mr. S. H. W. Bevon, Lea Boad 
(Bev. H. G. Lewis, B.A., 144, Ashford Street, 
\ Shelton 

(Bev. A. Liversedge, 1, Bedford Boad, Shelton 
Mr. E. H. Kent, 246, Newcastle Street 
Bev. Leighton Barker, 87, Nicholls Street 
Mr. W. S. Wolverson, Stafford Boad, Cannock 
Mr. W. Clayton, 6, VaJe Street 
Mr. T. W. White, Station Boad, Handsacre, 
Bugeley 

F. Harper, Netherleigh 
W. B. Legge, The Mount 
A. C. Harvey, 20, Seaford Street, Shelton 
J. H. Bailey, Vessey Street 

E. Bushton, 17, Birmingham Boad 

F. Vinen, 81, Southbank Street, Leek 
J. W. Berwick, 120, Sandwell Boad 
T. Coldrick, Sutton Boad 
W. H. Gee, Neptune Street 
A. Watson, Morris Bun, Ashby Boad 
Frost, 72, Church Street 
C. G. Gardner, Springhead 
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Town. 
Cradley Heath 
Longtooi 



Chesterton . .\ 

Newchapel . . 

Tunstall and District 

XJttozeter 

OldHiU 

Brown Hills and District 

Mow Cop 



Audley 

WiUenhaU .. 
Wolstanton . . 

Talke 

Cheade (Stoke-on-Trent) 

Smallthome and District 

Halmerend . . 



Secretary. 

Mr. C. Darby 

Mr. F. C. Whetnall, Spring Villas, Edensor, 
Longton 

Mr. J. Biley, The Board School 

Mr. H. H. Bally, Lane End 

Bev. F. Rhodes, 81, Goodfellow Street 

Bey. A. E. Hodgson, New Boad 

Mr. S. Sutton, Cherry Orchard 

Bev. T. B. Bamsley, Norton Canes, near Cannock 

Mr. J. T. HollingEOiead, Kent Green, Scholar 
Green, Stoke-on-Trent 

Mr. Edwin Lathan, Cumber Cot 

Bey. A. B. Tettmar, Cemetery Boad 

Mr. S. Booth, High Street 

Mr. W. Colclough, Cogleton Boad 

Mr. C. Shenton, Tape Street, Cheadle 
(Mr. A. Walters, Ledr Boad, SmaUthome 
jMr. H. Brookes, 22, Victoria Street 

Mr. J. Brindley, Minnie Villas 



Bory St. Edmunds . . 
Lowestoft 

Sudbury 

Becdes and District . • 

Saxmundham and District . 

HaverhiU 



Ipswich 



Suffolk. 

Bey. T. Bright, 24, Garland Street 

Bey. J. £. Ennals, B.A., B.D., London Boad, 
Lowestoft 

Bey. B. B. Hoyle, Melford Boad 

Bey. W. Heather, The Manse, Becoles 

Bey. J. (Barrett Brown, Milton House, Sax- 
mundham 

Bev. H. Perkins, B.A., Yoxford 

Bev. E. E. Greening, The Manse, Bidgewell, 
Halstead, Essex 

Mr. Bolton Smart, People's Hall Settlement, 
Stdie Street 



Guildford, Woking, and) 

Aldershot and Famham 

Beigate and Dorking 
Caterham and District 
West Surrey and District . . 
Epsom 



SUBRBT. 

Mr. W. Chennell, West View, Churchill Boad, 

Guildford 
Mr. W. S. Smith, Gordon House, Grosvenor 

Boad, Aldershot 
Bev. F. Higgins, South Park, Beigate 

Mr. J. C. Langsdale, Yorktown 
Mr. G. Snashall, High Street 



Worthing 
Brighton 

Horsham 
Hastings 



Eastbourne 
BaetGrinstead 



Sussex. 

(Mr. G. Lavender, Montague Street 
)Mr.D. Eraser 
Bev. S. B. Lane, Whitworth House, Florence 

Boad 
Mr. J. Harrington, 11, Albion Terrace 
Mr. E. J. Thompson, Granville Hoilse, Bast 

Street 
Bev. J. E. Harlow, Wesley Manse, Bohemia 

Boad, St. Leonards 
Mr. W. King, Harold Villa, Vale Boad, SUver- 

hill, St. Leonards 
Bev. H. E. BarreU, 27, Bedford Grove 
Mr. W. H. Packwood, 10, Middle Bow, East 

Grinstead 
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Town. Secretary. 

Uokfield Hev. J. D. Dayies, The Manse 

Lewes Bev. J. Rutherford, B.D., The Manse, Grange 

Boad 

Chichester Bay. March Timson, 59, North Street 

Midhorst and District . . Mr. Thos. Maides, West Street Stores, Midhurst 

Mid-Sussex Mr. T. Wells, Lindfield, Haywards Heath 

Newhaven Mr. Bayner, Fort Boad 



NoBTH Wales. 

Bhyl (Eng.) Bey. J. Yerrier Jones, Seabank Boad 

Holywell Mr. D. Pierce, Board Schools 

Wrexham Mr. Hy. Boothey, Northfield, SI, Bradley Boad 

C3olwyn Bay Mr. J. T. Taylor, Victoria Park, Colwyn Bay 

Llandudno Mr. K. Williams, Anronia House, Clifton Boad 

Flint Mr. J. M. Ellis, Coles Hill Terrace 

Bhyl (Welsh) Mr. H. Edwards, Penmaen House, 87, Wellington 

Boad, Bhyl 

Llanrwst Bey. H. Jones, Wigfa, Trefriw 

Coedpoeth and District . • Bey. Enoch Anwyl, Glasfryn 

Camaryon Mr. J. PauU, Isfryn, Camanron 

Cefn, Buabon, and Bhos • . Bey. J. Charles, Caxton House, Bhosymedre, 

Buabon 
T,„„^, 'Bey. J. Eiddon Jones, 4, Brynteg, Bangor 

^"^' (Bey. Morgan Daniel, B.D., Bangor 

Barmouth Bey. G. Dayies, J.P., Haulfryn, Barmouth 

Blaenau Festiniog .. .. Bey. D. M. Edwards, B.A., Llys lorworth, 

Blaenau, Festiniog 

Bagillt Mr. W. A. Jones, Liyerpool Supply Stores, Bagillt 

Halkin Mr. P. Williams, Berth Ddu, Bhosesmor, Holy- 
well 

Holyhead Mr. John Hughes, 5, Fair Field 

Mold Mr. D. Arthur, Wrexham Street 

Newtown Bey. J. Hugh Edwards, Oak Villa 

Dolgelly Mr. W. G. Jones, 2, Union Terrace 

Denbigh Bey. B. Griffiths, Chapel Street 

Corwen • . . . . • Bey. E, Edwards, Corrog, Nr. Corwen 

Bethesda Bey. T. Griffith, Elfed Terrace 

Conway Mr. C. C. Jones, Lark HiU 

Montgomery Mr. D. Price 

Bhosesmor Mr. D. Williams, Berth Dhu 

Brymbo Mr. G. C. Hughes, High Street 

Penmaenmawr . . • . Bey. D. P. Dayies 

Llangefni Bey. James Dorme, CM. Minister, Llangefin 

Colwyn Bay (Welsh) . . Mr. T. J. Dowell, lyy Groye, Claughton Boad 

Connah's Quay . . . . Becy. E. Griffiths 

Bhuddlan Mr. B. Griffiths, Old Post Office 

. . Mr. J.. M. Boyan, Bodarborth, Portdinorwio 

(Bey. J. P. Gk)ugh, Alyn Bank, Caergwrle ' 
•• iMr. J. Griffiths 
. . Mr. W. Dayies, Byohton Cottages 
. . Bey. E. M. Bees, Bryneifion, Pwllheli 
. . Bey. M. E. Jones, Wesley House, Amlwch 
. . Mr. J. A. Jones, Eaton Place 
Ffynnongroru . . . . Mr. J. Boberts, Maes William, Ffynnongroru 

Llanfyllin Mr. Thomas Edwards 

Weston Bhyn and District . • Bey. W. E. Hughes, The Quinta Manse, Chirk, 

Buabon 
Prestatyn Bey. W. Lewys Dayies 



Portdinorwio 

Caergwrle 

Mostyn 
PwllheH 
Amlwch 
Leeswood 
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South Walbb. 

Town. SeoreUry. 

Barry and District • • . . Bev. J. Mydyr Evans, 37, Newland Street 
Swansea . . • • . . Mr. J. Roberts, 2 Uplands Terrace 

Cardiff Mr. David Shepherd, 1, Frederick Street 

Bryncethin and District . . Bev. H. £. Lewis, Bryncethin 
Central Glamorgan . . • • Bev. J. B. Williams, Aberkenfig 
Tenby and District .. .. Bev. J. Williams, The Manse, Saundersfooty 

Tenby 

Hay Mr. T. £:. James, 25, Broad Street 

Mountain Ash . . ^ . • Bev. J. B. Davies, Maesteg House, Mountain Ash 

Penarth Mr. G. A. H. Price, Enowle House, Westboume 

Boad 

Brecon Mr. Hadley Watkins, 83, The Watton 

Merthyr Mr. G. Williams, ** Tyst " Oflace 

Tondu Mr. E. Hopkins, 66, Bridgend Boad, Aberkenfig 

[Mr. T. D. Williams, Mountain View, Bhymney 
Caerphilly • Terrace, Caerphilly 

(Bev. E. Bush, St. Martin's Boad 

Pontypridd Mr. T. S. Jones, Haswell Villa 

Abertillery Mr. A. Phillips, Church Street 

Aberavon and Port Talbot . • Bev. W. Vaughan, 6, Plough Terrace, Port 

Talbot 
Neath and District . . . • Bev. E. Morgan, GnoU Avenue 
Haverfordwest and District. . \^^' J; ^fehael^"^^ ^*^*' Haverfordwest 

Presteigne Bev. A. Parkin, Church House 

Bhondda Valleys . . . . Mr. T. Millward, Solicitor, Pentre 
Llandrmdod Wells . . . . Mr. H. D. Phillips, 3, Cambrian Terrace 

Builth Mr. Evan T. Lewis, Dolberthog 

Carmarthen Mr. G. Samuel, Picton Place 

Brynmawr Bev. W. C. Williams 

Dowlais Bev. T. Bowen, 10, Cross Francis Street 

Aberystwith IK-N^^r'''*^"""''^"^ 

Aberaman Bev. H. P. Jenkins, 18, Belmont Terrace 

Gower Bev. T. Williams, The Manse, Burry Green, 

Beynoldstone, Gower 
Troedyrhiw Bev. D. Williams, 47, Taldwyn Terrace, Troed- 

yrhiw, B.S.O., Glam. 
Milford and District . . . • Mr. W. E. Fielder, 91, Charles Street, Milford 

Haven 
Treherbert Mr. T. Evan Davies, wholesale merchant, Tre- 

herbert 

Aberdare Mr. W. Jones, High Street 

Swansea (Welsh) . • . . Mr. W. E. Pi^therch, 29, Brooklands Terrace 

Porth Bev. J. Emlyn Jones, 6, Bryn Terrace, Forth 

Mid Bhondda Mr. D. Bichards, Manchester House, Pen-y-graig, 

Bhondda 
■R«^c«>«^ i I^v. W. J. Kettle 

unagena 1 Mr. A. Bichards, Nolton Villa, Church Boad ' 

Pembroke Dock . . . . Mr. T. W. Townley, 66, High Street 

North Gk)wer Bev. B. Davies- Williams, ^werton 

Porthcawl Mr. David Jones, South Boad 

Llansamlet Mr. E. B. Thomas, Loulas, Llansamlet 

Taffs Well Bev. T. Jones Davies, Taffs Well, near Cardiff 

Wabwickshibe. 

Birmhigham Bev. C. A. Fellowes, 65, Buskin Buildings, 

Corporation Street 
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^^ ^, ^ Town. Secretary. 

Stratf<wd-on-Avon .. .. Mr. A. B. Brocklesby, 10, Albany Place, 

Stratford-on-Avon 
Coventry Bev. W. H. Higgins, •* Beulah," King Richard 

Street 
Leamimrton and District f Rev. B.Bramham,60,LeamTerraoe, Leamington 

ojeamingron ana liismct . . | ^r. Elkington, 21, Church Hill, Leamington 

Nuneaton Rev. J. R. Mitchell, Stanley Road, Nuneaton 

iedworih and District . . jjjj; f JJ^P; Bedworth 

T>n-v- J Mr. H. T. Walton, 81, William Street 

^^ ( Mr. W. Shaw, 63, Grosvenor Road 

Warwick Mr. W. E. ColUer,. 21, Market Place 

WiLTSHIBE. 

Swindon Mr. W. H. Adams, " Runnacleave," Goddard 

Avenue 
Trowbridge Rev. H. Sanders, Belmont Villa, Westboume 

Gardens 
Chippenham and District . . Mr. A. B. Turpin, Chippenham 
Salisbury and District . . Rev. A. J. Edwards, Karoo Lodge, Campbell 

Road 

Devizes ^ Rev. T. O. Prosser, 85, Long Street, Devizes 

Malmesbury Rev. A. Ward, Oxford Street 

Warminster . . . . . . Mr. T. A. Jones, Yemham House 

Marlborough Rev. J. Levitt, The Manse 

Wilton Mr. J. White, Glencaim 

Downton and District . . Miss C. Manning, The Tower House, Redlynch, 

near Salisbury 
Pewsey Rev. W. P. Hathaway, Pewsey 



WOB 

(Mr. E. Berry, The Cedars, Ombersley Road 
Rev. A. Hallack, M.A., The Manse, Shrubbery 
Avenue 

Lye Mr. J. H. Lucas, Cross Walks, Lye 

Redditch, Alcester, and Dis- 
trict Rev. H. T. Butt, 24, Mount Pleasant, Redditch 

Stourbridge Mr. Joseph Wright, Aberdovey Crescent, Brook 

Street 

Evesham Rev. H. B. Case, High Street 

Dudley Mr. S. G. Davies, 1, Ludgate Street 

Cradley Mr. Edwin Bird, Two Gates, Cradley 

Kidderminster, Bewdley, (Rev. W. A. Benton, Kidderminster 

Stourport, and District jRev. F. J. Aust, Severn View, Bewdley 
Ttr«i««^ -«^ njof .;^* i Mr. F. Williams, 1, Abberton Villa, Chase Estate 

Malvern and District . . | Mr. J. Edwards, Clarendon House, North Malvern 

Gomal . . . .^ . . Mr. J. Hill, Red Hall Road, Lower Gomal 

Bromsgrove Rev. A. C. Parkes, Matlock Cottage 

Halesowen 

Langley Mr. J. P. Phillips, High Street 

Westuobeland. 

Appleby Mr. W. R. Hetheringt(m, 53, Boroughgate, 

Appleby 
Kirkby Stephen . . . . Mr. Jas. Graham, Woodleigh 
^ n. ( Mr. E. Jones, Thorny Hills 

^®°^*^ (Rev. J. Anderson, 6, Highfield Villas 

Kirkby Lonsdale . . . . Mr. W. M. Wolfenden, 45, Main Street 
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ToBKSHiBB, East Exdinq. 



Driffield 
HuU .. 

York .. 
Beverley 



Town. 



SecretATT* 
Mr. J. B. Temple, Middle Street 
Bev. T. H. Alexander, 18, Louis Street, Hall 
Mr. J. H. King, 188, Spring Bank, Hull 
Bev. W. Wheeler, 2, Millbank Terrace, Bishop- 

thorpeBoad 
Mr. W. Bruce, 18, Bishophill Junior 
Mr. W. Arnott 

Pooklington Mr. Thomas Bead, Great (George Street 

Hornsea Mr. A. Blades, Wilton Terrace 

South Holdemess . . Bev. J. W. Everingham, Patrington, Hull 

Whitby .. .. .. Mr. J. W.Johnson, "Larchmont," Prospect Hill 

Bridlington Quay . . 
South Cave 



Skipton 
Halifax 
Dewsbury 

Batley.. 
Sheffield 



Brighouse and District 

Todmorden 

Chapeltown, Sheffield 
Bawmarsh, Parkgate, and 

District 

Huddersfield 

Mexborough 

Eeighley 

Botherham .. 

Goole 

Doncaster 

Handsworth 

Elland 

Leeds 

Ossett 

Normanton 

Sowerby Bridge 

Stanningley 

Dronfield 

Orowle 

Morley 

Harrogate 



Bradford 

Bamsley 
Bramley 



YoBKSHiRE, West Biding. 

. . Mr. M. Brocklesby, 24, Salisbury Street 

. . Bev. W. Lawrence, 22, Park View 

.. Mr. H. Lesley Gardner, 7, Plevna Terrace, 

Savil Town 
. . Mr. M. Grothers, 86, East Bath Street 

(Bev. E. Carrington, 8, Grange Crescent Boad 
' * (Bev. J. H. Freeborough, 25, Figtree Lane 

(Mr. J. W. Thompson, London and Yorkshire 
Bank 
Mr. J. Sykes, 16, Bonegate Avenue 
. . Mr. W. Stone, Birthright View, Canhohn 
Mr. E. Milns, Chapeltown 
Bev. W. Tingle, Byecroft Villa, Bawmarsh, 

Botherham 
Bev. J. Ferguson Porteous, 45, Newsome Boad 
Mr. J. W. Stephenson, Main Street 
(Mr. A. D. Hartley, West View 
(Bev. W. Hughes, Otterbum Street 
Bev. J. F. Parmiter, Nelson Street 
Bev. J. B. Bissell, 19, Swinefleet Boad 
Bev. G. T. Chappell, 40, Green Dyke Lane 



Kiveton Park . . 
Wharfedale District . 



Mr. S. Moss, Providence Street 

Mr. Westey North, 18, Kelso Boad 

Bev. M. P. Davison, 68, Leopold Street 

Mr. T. H. Fleming, 19, St. George's Terrace 

Mr. G. E. Illingworth, The Green 

Mr. T. B. Parker, Wakefield Boad 

Bev. J. Patchett Burt, 7, Beech Villas 

Mr. J. Whiteley, Victoria Terrace 

Bev. J. T. Liddell 

Mr. T. S. Burkhill, High Street 

Bev. T. Porritt, Brighton Parsonage 

Mr. E. W. Jacob, Great George Street 

Mr. A. B. Byles, The Bradford OUertwr 

Bev. B. E. Brown, 98, Airville Boad, Frizing- 

hall, Bradford 
Bev. F. D. Tranter, 81, Westeni Street 
Mr. J. G. Freeman, 44, Hopwood Street 
Mr. B. Haigh, 17, Station Terrace, Bramley, 

Leeds 
Bev. T. Vaughan, Wales Boad 
Bev. B. Scott, 1, Queen*8 Terrace, Guiseley, 

Leeds 
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Town. Secretary. 

Birstall Mr. F. Welbourne, High Street, Birstall, near 

Leeds 

Qneensbary Mr. A. Longbottom, West End 

( Mr. J. A. Tonge, M.A., Silcoates School 

Wakefield ^ Mr. F. Longhion, Hazelden Hall, Northgate, 

( Wakefield 
Hoyland, near Bamsley . . Mr. H. B. Key, " Hillcrest," Cherrytree Street, 

Elsecar, Bamsley 

Bingley Mr. H. J. Wright, Morton 

Thome Mr. A. Mears, South Parade, Thome 

Mirfield Bev. A. £. Gosson, Trinity Manse 

Snaith 

Garforth and District . . Mr. F. W. Smith, Cypress Villas 

Hedonondwike and District Mr. H. Clark, Sunnyside 
TT^«o«^«^K (Bev. C. S. Douglas, Horsforth 

' Horsforth \^r,^. Hartley, Sunnyside 

Hebden Bridge .. .. Bev. P. B. Monk, ** Ingledene," Charlestown, 

Hebden Bridge 
Castleford and District . . Mr. E. Hyde, Carleton Villa, Barnes Boad 

Pudsey Bev. D. A. Henderson, The Manse 

Nidd Valley Mr. W. Oddie, Colbeok House, Pateley Bridge 

Pontefraot Bev. B. Haddon, Tanshelf Drive 

Yeadon Bev. A. M. Perldns, Benton Park Parsonage 

Drighlington Mr. O. Cowling, Institute Buildings, Adwalton 

near Bradford 
Wath, West Melton, & District Mr. J. W. Coakes, 26, ParkBoad, Wath-on-Deame 

Shipley Mr. C. E. Shipley, Perth House 

Cleckheaton Mr. H. Midgley 

Denholme Mr. F. Catherall, 27, Main Boad 

Mapplewell . . . . . . Mr. W. T. Hanby, Mapplewdl 

Horbury Mr. J. W. Wilson, Park Street 

Swinton Mr. H. Thompson, 40, Crossland Street 

Bolton, Goldthorpe, and Mr. B. Garbutt, 12, Elm Terrace, Bolton-on 

District Dearne 

Golcar Bev. B. Williams, Scapegoat Hill, Huddersfield 

Sowerby . . . . . . Bev. W. C. Evans 

Kirkburton Mr. A. Hohnes 

Holmfirth Bev. G. Bennett, The Manse Lane, Holmfirth 

New Mill Mr. B. Hinohliflf, Hepworth, Huddersfield 

EccleshiU Mr. S. Hardaker, 17, West End Terrace, Eccles- 

hill 
Burnley Valley . . . . Bev. J. W. Walker 

Denby Dale and District . . Mr. Thos. Thorp, Shelley Bank Bottom, Hud- 
dersfield 
Ardsley .. .. .. Mr. Thos. Johnson, Field House, Hunningley 

Lane, Bamsley 
Worsborough Dale . . . . Mr. F. H.. Frost, Worsborongh Dale 

Bipponden Bev. D. Jwman, Bishworth, near Halifax 

Mytholmroyd and District . . Bev. W. A. Livingstone, Mytholmroyd, near 

Halifax 
Guisborough Mr. Bv H. McFarlane, 2, Albion Terrace 

Yobesbhie, Kobth Bidiko. 

Eirby Moorside . . . . Mr. Bichard .Taylor, West End 

Malton and District . . . . Bev. F. Young, 95, Wold Boad, Norton, Malton 

Bipon Bev. J. C. Neebitt 

Scarborough Bev. A. Bowman, 85, Albermarle Crescent 

Bedcar and Coatham . . Bev. W. J« M. Lord, 15, Westboume Grove, 

Bedcar 
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Town. Secretary. 

Loftas-in-Gleyeland . . . . Mr. J. R. Tireman, CO., 77, High Street 

Saltbam-by-the-Sea . . . . Mr. Donald BaHon, Hilda Place 

Bedale Mr. Kay Pearson, Ironmonger, Bedale 

Sonth Bank and District . . Bev. O. W. Hughes, Pearl Street, South Bank 



FOREIGN COUNCILS. 



New South Wales 

Norwood 

Queensland 



Victoria 
Adelaide 

Hobart 
Perth .. 



AnSTRALU. 

. . Bev. B. Price, Oranville 

. . Mr. J. Gray, 72, Beulah Boad 

. . Bev. J. S. Pollock, The Manse, Sherwood, near 

Brisbane. 
. . Bev. J. Biokard, Brighton, Victoria 
.. Mr. C. Eaton Taplin, Towers Court, Victoria 

Square 
. . Rev. J. W. Boberts, 62a, Campbell Street 
.. Mr. J. H. Hunt, 18, Weld Chambers, St. 

George's Terrace, Perth 

SoiTTH Aprica. 

Durban Bev. Nendiok Abraham, Musgrave Boad 

Port Elizabeth . . . . Bev. D. Hunter, " Dunskey," Walmer Boad 

Cape Town Bev. E. Baker, The Gardens, Cape Town 

King William's Town . . Rev. T. Perry 

Pietermaritzburg . . . . Rev. J. B. Heard 

Akebica. 
New York Rev. E. B. Sanford, D.D., 83, Bible House 

Nlsw ZbalaKd, 
Auckland Bev. F, Warner, Edinburgh Street 

Gebuany. 

Berlin.. Pastor Julius Bdhrbach, 28, Erumma Strasia 

Charlottenburg, Berlin 

West Indies. 
Jamaica Bev. C. B. Baker, Four Paths, Jamaica, 



DISTRICT FEDERATIONS. 

BedfoedI 

President Bev. TJhomas Gasquoine, B A. 

Treasurer .. .. .. Mr.F. Gkunman 

Secretary 

Hampshibe. 

President Mr. B. Nicholson, J.P. 

Treasurer Mr. H. M. Gilbert 

Secretary . . . , . , Bev, W. Tmcett Cook, 69, Ahna Boad, South- 
ampton 
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Lexoxstxb akd Butulhd. 

Presideni Alderman A. Wakerley, J.P. 

Treasoier Mr. J. Ck)y 

Seoretftry , Bev. W. G. Branch, A.T.S., Oadlej, Leioeaier 

Mbtbopolitan. 

Presideni Bev. J. Monro Gibson, M.A., D.D. 

Treasurer Mr. B. W. Perks, M^P., London 

Seoretai7 Bev. J. Fletcher, Memorial Hall, London 

Devon (excbptino Pltxoutr Disibict). 

President Bev. W. B. Lark 

Treasurer Mr. J. Nicholson 

Secretary Bev. C. Stedeford, " Newlands," Station Boad, 

Hfracombe 

SOTJTB DUBHAH AND ClSVELAMD. 

Prerident Alderman G. W. Bartlett, J.P., G.C. 

Treasurer Mr. B. F. Brittain 

Secretary Bev. B. Ensoll, 45, Granville Boad, Middles- 

broogh 

LZNOOIiN. 

President . . . . . . Bev. H. H. Carlisle, M.A. 

Treasurer Mr. George Hood 

Secretary Bev. A. Bonsor, 168, West Parade, Lincoln 

NOBTHAMPTON. 

President Bev. J. J. Cooper 

Treasurer Mr. W. B. WUkinson, J.P. 

Secretary Bev. C. Davie, 23, St. Paul's Boad, Northampton 

NoBTH Statps. 

President G. W. Garlick, Esq., Byecroft, Wolstanton 

l^reasorer Councillor E. Brook&eid, J.P. 

Secretary Bev. W. Lansdell, BJL, A.T.S., 121, Dimsdale 

Parade, Wolstanton, Stoke-on>Trent 

NOBTHUMBEBLAND AND DlTBHAX, 

President Councillor Hugh Morton^ J.P. 

Treasurer Mr. Arch. Craig 

Secretary . . . . - • Bev. W. Glover, 48, Bothbury Terrace, Heaton, 

Newcastle 

NOTTZNOHAlf. 

President Bev. J. A. Mitchell. B.A. 

Tzeararer Mr. W. Smith, J.P. 

Secre ta ry Bev. F. J. Fry, Linden House, Gregory Boule- 
vard, Nottingham 

West Midland. 

President Bev. J. Ferguson, D.D. 

Treasurer Mr. Joseph Hood 

g^^^,-^^^ (Bev. C. A. Fellowes, 65, BusUn Buildings, Co^ 

^^^^ \ poration Street, Birmingham 
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MaNCHBSTEB AMD DlSTMOT. 

President Bev. A. Maokennal, B.A., D.D. 

Treasurer Mr. Harold Knott 

Secretary Bev. J. E. Maoonaohie, 124, Dickenson Boad, 

Busholme, Manchester 

West Lancashibb and West Gheshibe. 

President Bev. B. Veitch, M.A. 

Treasurer Mr. W. P. Hartley, J.P. 

Secretary Mr. J. Griffiths, Queen's Park, Chester 

NOBTH OXON AND NoBTH BuCKS. 

President Mr. G. W. French 

Treasurer Mr. George Harrison, J.P., Buckingham 

Secretary Bev. J. L. Gooper, Long Grendon, Thame 

Bebks, South Oxon, and South Bucks. 

President .. .. .. Prof. Massie, M.A., D.D. 

Treasurer Mr. Councillor T. Waite 

Secretary Bev. W. Armstrong, M.A., 74, South Street, 

Beading 

Kent. 

President Bev. Benjamin Senior 

Treasurer Alderman W. Brownscomhe, J.P. 

( Bev. W. A. H. Legg, M.A., Knottingley, Bower- 
Secretaries \ mont, Maidstone 

( Mr. T. Harman 

CAHBBIDaE. 

President Bev. W. B. Selbie, M.A. 

Treasurer Mr. B. J. Moffat 

a^^ .^ .^ (Mr. J. G. Isard, M.A., The Leys, Cambridge 

»ecrei»nes | j^^^ j ^ ^^^^^^^ Burwell, near Cambridge 

West Cobnwall. 

President Mr. W. J. Nioholls 

Treasurer Mr. J. Doidge 

Secretary Bev. W. W. Foulston, B.A., B.D., 14, Mitchell 

Hill Terrace, Truro 



CUMBEBLAND. 

President Dr. Altham 

Treasurer Mr. W. B. Bedmayne 

Secretary Bev. A. E. Killon, 4, Courtfield Gardens, Carlisle 

South Devon and East Cobnwalii. 

President Mr. J. W. Lawry, J.P. G.C. 

Treasurer Mr. Charles Harris 

Secretary Bev. G. L. Allen, The North Hall, Launceston 

Nobth Wales. 

President Bev. Owen Evans, D.D. 

Treasurer Mr. Francis Nunn 

Secretary Bev. D. Oliver, D.D., Holywell 

24 
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President Alderman F. Sessions 

Treasurer Mr. D. Lewis 

Secretary CoonoiUor C. Hayward, 80» Montpellier Terrace, 

Cheltenham 

West Nobfolk. 

President Mr. Councillor A. Jermyn, J.P. 

Treasurer Mr. Charles Ibberson 

Secretary Bev. C. Houghton, 8, Whitefriars Boad, King's 

Lynn 

East Norfolk. 

President Bev. G. King 

Treasurer Mr. J. W. Jewson 

Secretary Bev. H. J. Bayley, Long Stratton 

Sussex. 

President Mr. J. Compton Bickett, M.P. 

Treasurer Mr. E. J. Gorringe, J.P. 

Secretary Bev. S. B. Lane, Whitworth House, Florenee 

Boad, Brighton 

Bbistol and Distbict. 

President Alderman W. Howell Davies, J.P. 

Treasurer ..- .. .. Mr. H. Daniel, J.P. 

Secretary Bev. T. Broughton Knight, 47, Apsley Boad, 

Clifton, Bristol 

Wilts Ain> East Somerset. 

President Bev. Harry Sanders 

Treasurer Mr. J. G. West 

Secretary Bev. S. B. Striblmg, Holt, Wilts. 

Sheffield or South Yorkshire. 

President Alderman G. Emmerson 

Treasurer Mr. I. Milner 

Secretary Bev. E. Carrington, 8, Grange Crescent Boad« 

Sharrow, Sheffield 

Bradford and District. 

President Bev. J. Jopling 

Treasurer • Mr. Lewis H. Kennish 

Secretary Bev. G. S. Smith, Sowerby Bridge 

LiEEDS. 

President Bev. T. Graham Tarn 

Treasurer Mr. Wesley North 

Secretary Mr. T. H. Fleming, 19, St. George's Terrace, 

Leeds 

Hull and District. 

President Dr. G. Gautby 

Treasurer Mr. G. B. Haller 

Secretary Bev. J. £. Shephard, 24, Prince's Avenue, Hull ' 
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TOBK. 

President 

Treasurer . . . . 1 . Bfr. E. Smith 
Secretary 

KOf(TH-EABT LaNOASHIBK. 

President Mr. J. H. Horrooks 

Treasurer Mr. J. W. Marsden 

Secretary Mr. W. H. Biding, 82, Albert Boad, Colne 

So^T^ Wiles and Monmouthshibb (Eastebn Division). 
President •• •• .. Mr. A. Garrod Thomas, M.D., J.PJ).L. 

Treasurer Mr. 6. A. Herbert Price 

Secretary Mr. D. Shepherd, 1, Frederick Street, Cardiff 

South Wales (Western Division). 

President Dr. J. Adams Bawlings 

Treasurer Mr. D. T. Sims, J.P. 

Secretary Bev. E. Nicholas, 19, Finsbury Terrace, Swansea 

BOCHDALB AND DiSTBICT. 

President Bev. Silax Bizon 

Treasurer Mr. W. Grime 

Secretary Bev. John Heath, 8, Heywood Street, Bury 

BOLTON AND DiSTBICT. 

President Mr. W. Brimelow, J.P. 

Treasurer Mr. W. E. Tonge, J.P. 

Secretary Bev. B. H. Lord, M.A., Westhoughton 

NOBTH LaNCASHIBE AND DiSTBICT. 

President Mr. Geo. Toulmin, M.P. 

Treasurer Mr. Thos. Fisher, Jun. 

Secretary Bev. J. Turner, 9S, Brackenbury Boad, Preston 

Huntingdon. 

President . . . . . • Mr. Bateman Brown, J.P. 

Treasurer Mr. Edward Sarll 

Secretary Mr. Bobert Cater, 98, High Street, Huntingdon 

Hbbtfobd. 

President Mr. J. Mamham, J.P. 

Treasurer Mr. W. Lepard Smith 

Secretary Bev. J. F. Flatt, Maplehurst, Boxmoor 

Essex. 

President 

Treasurer Mr. G. Hammond 

Secretary Mr. J. Staoey Beeve, Bellmans, Springfield, 

Chelmsford 
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FREE CHURCH STATISTICS. 



ENGLAND AND WALES. 

It is absolutely necessary that any one who makes use of the 
figures given in this Section of the Year Book shall, before 
doing so, read the following explanations and cautions, other- 
wise mistakes are sure to occur. The figures are taken from 
the Year Books and Reports of the organised Evangelical Free 
Churches, and in the few instances where the statistics were 
not complete the necessary information has been obtained from 
responsible officials. In the case of the Baptists and Congrega- 
tionalists, the figures are those printed in their Year Book 
published on the 1st of January, 1902 ; the other Year Books were 
issued in the previous autumn. All the tables fail to repre- 
sent the full strength of the Free Churches. For example, the 
Salvation Army only appears in the return of sitting ac- 
commodation, while the Society of Friends does not appear 
in that return. The "Brethren," of whom there are three 
or four sections, publish no statistics at all. No account 
is taken of the Undenominational Missions, some of which 
operate on a very large scale in London and the great towns, 
nor of the work of those City Missionaries who labour under 
the superintendence of Nonconformist ministers, nor of insti- 
tutions like the Stockport Sunday School Society, where 
members of different denominations in large numbers work 
side by side, nor of the isolated congregations of Protestant 
Churchmen who have been driven into unwilling Noncon- 
formity by the extreme Ritualism of local clergymen. It 
should be borne in mind also that there are other bodies 
outside the Established Church which are not ranked as 
Evangelical — the Unitarians, the New Jerusalem Church 
(Swedenborgian), the Jews, and the Roman Catholics. 

The statistics given under the heading of Church Accom- 
modation are more complete than in any previous year, and 
approach more closely to accuracy. It is safe to say that the 
Evangelical Free Churches now provide over 8,000,000 sittings, 
without reckoning the unclassified. This total will be re- 
garded with surprise by those readers who possess the figures 
of last year, showing as it does an apparent diminution of 
nearly 60,000. Of course, there has been no real diminution, 
but on the contrary an advance. But some explanation is 



FREE CHURCH STATISTICS. ' 357 

necessary. The Wesleyan Methodist Church has only just 
<jompleted its decennial census of sittings, and the report shows 
that greater precautions were taken to secure accuracy and to 
check exaggeration. Probably during the decade some old 
buildings continued to be counted, though replaced by larger 
structures. The total increase in the decade was over 150,000 ; 
but the present return, as compared with last year, shows jtn 
apparent shrinkage. Then, again, one or two other bodies 
have had a new census of sittings, or have made one for the 
first time. Of the eight millions of sittings, less than half a 
million are provided in hired buildings, and most of these hired 
buildings are places temporarily used by new congregations 
only until they have grown strong enough to acquire permanent 
buildings of their own. It may also be affirmed confidently 
that the Free Churches are providing new sittings more 
rapidly than the Established Church. 

It should be borne in mind that there are chapels not asso- 
ciated with the Baptist Union which send in no returns, and 
are consequently unaccounted for in statistics here given ; these 
are more than a set-off against those " Union Churches " which 
appear in both the Congregational and Baptist Year Books. In 
regard to the Congregationalists some explanation is necessary. 
The Congregational Churches only began to collect systematic 
returns five years ago. As might have been expected, so 
many Churches at first failed to fill up the schedules that it 
was necessary to add 10 per cent, to the official figures in 1899, 
and 8 per cent, in 1900. The number of Churches failing to 
send returns is now very small, and it is no longer desirable 
to continue to make any addition to the official figures. In 
making comparisons, however, between the Congregational 
figures in the present Year Book with those of previous years 
this fact should be borne in mind. 

The question has been asked by some critical observers of 
these figures why no distinction is drawn between permanent 
church structures and other buildings in which services are 
held. It is a sufficient answer to say that the Year Books do 
not furnish the necessary information, and that so long as people 
are brought within reach of the Gospel message, it matters little 
in what kind of building they are collected. 

It would be advantageous if those denominations which do 
not collect annual returns of sitting accommodation would 
do so at fixed periods, any increase being reported ad interim 
to the chapel secretary. The "Wesleyans have such a return 
every ten years, but the chapel secretary is always able to 
report the increase from year to year on application. 

The basis of the calculations in these pages is derived mainly 
from the excellent and invaluable work that Mr. Howard Evans 
has done in the field of ecclesiastical statistics. 
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Sitting Accommodation. 

Baptists 

Congregationalistfi 
Presbyterians ... 
Wesleyans 
Primitive Methodists 



... ... ... X^AtZ/WjOXO 

... 1,647,357 

167,945 

2,160,965 

... ... .*• l779,«77o 

Calvinistic Methodists 470,490 

Salvation Army 530,000 

United Methodist Free Churches 385,772 

Methodist New Connexion 158,437 

Bible Christians 153,600 

Wesleyan Reform Union 45,111 

Independent Methodists 33,000 

Churches of Christ 22,000 

Moravians 10,000 

Countess of Huntingdon's Connexion ... 13,960 

Reformed Episcopal Church 7,200 

Free Church of England 6,000 

Total 8,084,133 



The Society of Friends has no returns of sittings. In 1851, 
according to the census, they provided 91,599 sittings. 



Communicants 


. 






Baptists 


... 




... 


357,066 


Congregationalists 


... 




... 


414,218 


Presbyterians 


... 




... 


78,024 


Wesleyans 


.•• 




• ■• 


573,876 


Primitive Methodists ... 


... 




... 


190,149 


Calvinistic Methodists 


... 




... 


162,865 


United Methodist Free Churches 




... 


83,590 


Methodist New Connexion 






... 


38,355 


Bible Christians 






... 


30,145 


Society of Friends 






... 


17,476 


Churches of Christ . . . 






... 


12,537 


Independent Methodists 






... 


8,988 


Wesleyan Reform Union 






... 


7,854 


Moravians 






• •• 


3,458 


Countess of Huntingdon's 


Connexion 


... 


2,479 


Free Church of England 


••• 


... 


... 


1,070 


Reformed Episcopal Church ... 


... 


... 


1,500 




Total 


I... 


... 


1,983,650 
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Sunday-school Teachers. 

Baptists 

Congregationalists 

Presbyterians 

Wesleyans 

Primitive Methodists 

Calvinistic Methodists 

United Methodist Free Churches 

Methodist New Connexion 

Bible Christians 

Independent Methodists 

Wesleyan Reform Union 

Churches of Christ 

Society of Friends 

Moravians 

Countess of Huntingdon's Connexion 
Free Church of England 
Reformed Episcopal Church ... 

Total 



51,630 

63,402 

7,617 

129,873 

57,929 

25,657 

24,483 

10,655 

7,490 

2,930 

2,732 

1,381 

1,583 

584 

294 

284 

256 

388,780 



Sunday-school Scholars. 



Baptists 










525,068 


Congregationalists 










666,984 


Presbyterians 










81,967 


Wesleyans 










962,767 


Primitive Methodists 










441,355 


Calvinistic Methodists 










204,777 


United Methodist Free Churches 










188,148 


Methodist New Connexion 










83,309 


Bible Christians 










43,841 


Society of Friends 










49,602 


Independent Methodists 










26,744 


Wesleyan Reform Union 










20,953 


Churches of Christ 










14,269 


Moravians 










4,877 


Countess of Huntingdon's Connexion 








3,238 


Free Church of England 










3,381 


Reformed Episcopal Church ..• 










2,600 




Tot 


al 




ii 


3,323,888 



36o 



FREE CHURCH INFORMATION. 



Ministers. 




Baptists 


1,930 


Congregationalists 






2,901 


Presbyterians 






341 


Wesleyans 






.. 2,188 


Primitive Methodists 






1,048 


Cal vinistic Methodists 






834 


United Methodist Free Churches 






355 


Methodist New Connexion 






193 


Bible Christians 






171 


Moravians 






54 


Countess of Huntingdon's Connexion 






23 


Free Church of England 






22 


Reformed Episcopal Church . . . 






28 


Wesleyan Reform Union 






17 


Total . 




. 10,105 


Local Preachers. 




Baptists 


5,165 


Congregationalists 






5,222 


Wesleyans 






.. 18,325 


Primitive Methodists 






.. 16,016 


Calvinistic Methodists 






390 


United Methodist Free Churches 






3,007 


Methodist New Connexion 






1,071 


Bible Christians 






1,480 


Independent Methodists 






378 


Wesleyan Reform Union 






423 


Churches of Christ 






479 



Total 



51,956 



COMPARATIVE STATISTICS FOR ENGLAND AND 
WALES. 

Church Accommodation. 

Sittings. 

Free Churches (including accommodation of all 
kinds, except cottage meetings, where Sunday 
services are regularly held) 8,084,133 

Anglican Church (including Churches, Chapels of 

Ease, Mission Rooms, &c., and other buildings) 7,051,559 



Communicants. 

Free Churches 

Anglican Church {Estimated) 



... 1,983,650 
... 2,004,493 
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Sunday-school Teachers. 

Free Churches 388,780 

Anglican Church 203,213 

Sunday-school Scholars. 

Free Churches 3,323,888 

Anglican Church 2,854,656 

The Established Church figures appear to be based, in some 
measure, upon statistics of 1885 and 1889. 



NATIONAL EDUCATION. 
Progress of Unsbctarian Schools. 

Instead of the official classification, " Voluntary " and " Board " 
schools, we prefer that of sectarian and unsectarian. Anglican 
and Roman Catholic schools are distinctly sectarian, but British 
and Wesleyan schools are practically as unsectarian as Board 
schools. The figures of average attendance for the last four 
years are as follows : — 

1898-9. 1899-1900. 4900-1. 1901-2. 

Sectarian ..• 2,125,125 2,143,862 2,189,731 2,190,810 
Unsectarian... 2,429,013 2,493,076 2,682,734 2,761,063 

The children now under unsectarian instruction are in a 
majority of over 500,000 ; yet the students in sectarian 
training colleges number about 2,900, while those in un- 
sectarian colleges are only a little over 1,000. 
. The latest reports of the Education Department for the year 
1900-1901 shows that the following grants were made to 
Elementary schools in connection with the Established 
Church : — 

Annual Grant £2,013,228 

Fee Grant 925,988 

Aid Grant 462,438 

£3,401,454 



The so-called "Voluntary" contributions amounted to 
£645,361, but a large part of this amount is contributed simply 
to avoict the imposition of a school rate. 
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INTERNATIONAL FIGURES. 
(Not to be used for comparative purposes.) 

The striking figures given below should not be compared with 
those of last year, inasmuch as the Baptist and Presbyterian 
returns are identically the same, their international figures only 
being collected every four years. Testimony was incidentally 
borne to the overwhelming preponderance of the Evangelical 
Churches, outside the pale of Anglicanism, in the English- 
speaking world, at the Church Congress of 1899, by Mr. Eugene 
Stock, Secretary of the Church Missionary Society. He stated 
that, of 14,000 missionaries in heathen lands, supported by 
English-speaking Protestants, only one-fifth were sent out by 
the Episcopal Churches ; and that of 3,375,000 converts, under 
the care of the whole number of missionaries, only one-seventh 
were those of Episcopal missionaries. As Episcopalians are by 
no means lacking either in material wealth or missionary zeal, 
it is obvious that this result is due to their comparatively small 
numbers. 

Methodists. 

General view of Wesleyan Methodism at the death of John 
Wesley. — 313 preachers, 119 circuits and mission stations, and 
76,968 members. In the United States 97 circuits, 198 preachers, 
and 43,265 members. 

In 1837 the membership in Great Britain and Ireland was 
318,716 ; in foreign mission stations, 66,007 ; in Upper Canada, 
14,000 ; while the American Conferences had charge of 650,678 
members. Total for the world, 1,049,401, with 4,478 ministers. 



Ohnrch 



Offloera 



Denoalnatlan. Minister.. jJS^ "SS^ J^^ S^SL 

Probate!. Te«jherfc 

Wesueyan Methodists — 

Great Britain 2,238 18,473 496,710 130,688 971,223 

Ireland .. .... .. 246 622 28,181 2,700 26,000 

Foreign Missions .. .. 395 1,960 64,614 4,850 67,300 

French Conference . . . . 87 93 1,702 286 2,667 

South African Conference .. 202 3,915 94,428 2,765 38,623 

West Indian Conferences .. 91 493 46,047 2,738 28,253 

Methodist New Connexion .. 208 1,171 42,929 10,726 83,905 

Pbimitivb Methodists .. .. 1,048 16,016 195,651 58,881 450,396 

Bible Christians 247 1,621 31,724 8,110 49,935 

Wesleyan Bbfobm Union . . . . 18 495 7,826 2,716 20,492 

United Methodist Fbee Churches 422 3,302 93,684 24,822 192,579 

Independent Methodist Churches 378 — 9,091 2,930 26,744 

Australasia — 

Methodist Church .. .. 802 6,753 118,338 21,476 211,082 
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United States — 
Methodist Episcopal 
Union American Meth. Episcopal 
African Methodist Episcopal . . 
African Union Meth. Protestant 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Methodist Protestant . . 
Wesleyan Methodist 
Methodist Episcopal (South) . . 
Ck)ngregational Methodist 
Congregational Meth. (coloured) 
New Congregational Methodist 
Zion Union Apostolic . . 
Coloured Methodist Episcopal . . 
Primitive Methodist 
Free Methodist .. .. .. 

Independent Methodist . . 
Evangelistic Missionary . . 

Canada— 
Methodist Church •• 



iinisters. 


PreMhera. 


Cboroh 

Membs. 

and 


Offloera 

and 

Teachers. 


Sunday 
Boholan. 


17,762 


14,232 2,907,877 850,271 2,700,543 


150 


— 


15,000 


— 


— > 


5,246 


16,885 


641,727 


— 


— 


102 


750 


3,487 


900 


2,770 


2,902 


2,009 


528,461 


13,145 


108,820 


1,505 


409 


183,585 


16,235 


105,314 


596 


— 


17,201 


— 


18,344 


5,950 


6,724 1,460,272 


99,338 


811,679 


260 


— 


13,000 


— 


— 


5 


— 


319 


— 


— 


192 


— 


4,000 


— 


— 


30 


— 


2,346 


— 


— 


2,039 


2,786 


204,317 


7,098 


79,876 


65 


138 


6,470 


— 


11,754 


975 


805 


26,853 


— 


32,552 


8 


— 


2,569 


— 


— 


48 


27 


2,010 


— 


1,200 


2,016 


3,389 


289,162 


32,642 


266,423 



Totals 



46,171 102,058 7,539,031 793,817 6,808,874 









Baptists. 






British Empire — 


{ 


Churches. Pastors. 


Members. 


S. Scholars 


Great Britain, Ireland, 








and Channel Islands 


2,803 2,072 


377,747 


542,396 


Dominion of Canada.. 




973 641 


99,593 


62,731 


India and CeyloB 


L 




1,148 585 


114,718 


47,233 


Australasia ... 


, 




269 180 


20,698 


30,766 


Other Colonies 


■ 




249 118 


' 44,358 


32,257 


Foreign Countries 


• 




52,643 38,316 


4,802,334 1,881,486 






58,085 41,912 


5,459,448 


2,596,869 




Prbsbytbeians. 








Ministers. Members. S. S. Teachers. 


S. Scholars. 


United Kingdom 


5,186 


1,474,255 


94,946 


1,052,977 


Eui'ope 


5,467 


926,184 


11,596 


366,051 


Asia 




255 


50,726 


250 


14,867 


Africa ... 




314 


195,028 


3,946 


54,325 


N . America 




14,522 


2,110,431 214,510 


1,866,161 


S. America 




61 


12,986 


208 


3,037 


W. I. Islands 




30 


11,133 


905 


1,571 


Australia 




460 


42,965 


Dji/Oo 


69,993 


New Zealand 




201 


25,338 


3,118 


33,633 


Milanesia 






25 


3,050 


— 


— 



26,521 4,852,096 336,385 3,462,715 
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United Kingdom... 
British Colonies ... 
United States ... 
Foreign Missions... 


CONGBBGATIONAUSTS. 

Comts. S. S. Teachers. 
... 448,263 66,460 
46,007 5,144 
... 645,994 — 
64,716 — 


S. Scholars. 
701,146 

54,125 
658,405 

54,249 



1,204,980 — 1,467,925 

COMPARATIVE INTERNATIONAL STATISTICS. 
Evangelical Frbb Chubchbb. 





Conuntmioants. 


8. S. Tehrs. 


S. S. Sohrs. 


Methodists 


... 7,539,031 


793,317 


6,308,374 


Baptists 


... 5,459,448 


— 


2,596,869 


Presbyterians 


... 4,852,096 


336,385 


3,462,715 


Congregationalists 


... 1,204,980 


— 


1,467,925 



*19,055,555 — 13,835,873 

Anglican Church. 
(^From the Church of England Tear Book 1902.) 

Communicants. S.S. Tchrs. S.S. Sohrs. 

England and Wales (estimated) 2,004,493 203,213 2,854,656 

Ireland (estimated) 144,846 — — 

Scotland 46,237 — 17,715 

United States 743,622 46,940 439,112 

India, Colonies, and Missions 524,053 — — 



3,463,251 — 



Several reports from missionary dioceses are repeated year 
after year, but all missionary reports are more or less in- 
complete. 

* These figures do not include 4,000,000 of Evangelical Protestant oommnni- 
cants in the United States belonging to the Dutch Beformed, Lutheran, and 
other Evangelical Churches. 
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TRAINING COLLEGES OPEN TO FREE CHURCHMEN. 

WbstmikSTBR and Southlands are Wesleyan institutions. 
Among the arrangements "deemed indispensable" by the 
Wesleyan Committee of Education is the following : " Every 
teacher employed in the schools, or trained for them, shall be 
of a decidedly religious character." Apart from any other 
reasons that are advanced in favour of such a restriction, it is * 
urged that the number of candidates for admission into Train- 
ing Colleges is so large, that to admit others than Wesleyans 
would be an injustice to candidates in connection with the 
Wesleyan Methodist Society. 

The British and Foreign School Society has two 
colleges for men, at Isleworth and Bangor, and four colleges 
for women — at Stockwell, Darlington, Saffron Walden, and 
Swansea. 

Pupil teachers entering for their final examination under 
Article 41 (/) of the Day School Code, and those who, not 
having been pupil teachers, will be more than eighteen years of 
age on the 1st of October next following the date of the King's 
Scholarship Examination, may make application for admission, 
on a form which will be supplied to applicants. The names of 
candidates must be notified to the Board of Education before 
October 1st of the year in which the Admission Examination is 
taken. The Society require that the teachers to whose educa- 
tion they contribute should be able and willing to conduct 
schools in a Christian and unsectarian spirit. While no test is 
imposed, and no particular religious profession insisted on, the 
Committee desires to train truly religious teachers, who can 
make the children acquainted with the truths of Scripture, 
without imparting any sectarian bias. To this end it must be 
understood that Biblical study forms part of the college 
curriculum. 

Applicants who are prepared to stay at college for two 
academical years, and who furnish satisfactory evidence of 
freedom from serious bodily defect or deformity, of sound 
health, of good character, and of aptitude for teaching, will be 
placed on the list of candidates. 

The students are chosen from among the successful candidates 
(except a few who have already obtained some university or 
other distinction), but success in the examination alone is not 
suf&cient to qualify for admission, and rejection may be 
necessary on grounds of either want of room in the college, or 
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of ill-health or nnfitness on the part of the candidate. An 
entrance fee must be paid in full by students on admission, but 
students are at no charge for instruction, board, lodging, wash- 
ing, and medical attendance. Students' friends are expected to 
provide for them during the holidays. The Committee reserves 
the right to require any student to withdraw before the end of 
the course (without return of fee) if misconduct, loss of health, 
insufficient progress in scholarship, or other cause should make 
such withdrawal desirable. The students assemble at the end 
of August or the beginning of September, and disperse imme- 
diately after the Giovernment examinations at midsummer. 
Holidays are given also at Christmas and in the spring. 
Students whose homes are within easy reach of the college are 
occasionally allowed to spend Saturday afternoon and Sunday 
with their relatives. Those who remain in college during 
Sunday are expected to attend regularly some place of worship, 
the choice being left to themselves. 

Some " day students " are admitted at Stockwell, Swansea, 
and Saffron Walden. The Government arranges with the 
colleges for the tuition of day students, and gives a bursary 
for maintenance of £25 a year to men and £20 to women. 
Residence in college is not only cheaper but more advantageous. 
Those who desire admission to any of the above-mentioned 
colleges may apply to the Principals or (for any of the Society's 
Colleges) to Mr. Bourne, at 114-116, Temple Chambers, Temple 
Avenue, London, E.C. 

The entrance fees are as follows : Stockwell, £25 ; Isle- 
worth, £25 ; Darlington, £20 ; Swansea, £20 ; Saflfron Walden, 
£25 ; Bangor, £20. Students have also to pay for their own 
books. Special provision is made for students who study for 
University examinations. Each of the colleges has a curriculum 
of its own, which is approved by the Board of Education. 

There is also an undenominational college for women at Edge 
Hill, near Liverpool. 



HoMBRTON New College, Cambridge.— This college, 
which is an undenominational institution, though founded 
and managed by the Congregational Board of Education, 
was established as a purely teachers' college in Homerton 
in 1843, by the Congregational Union, but in recent years 
has been removed to buildings which were formerly known 
as Cavendish College, Cambridge. Treasurer, Mr. S. Hope 
Morley ; Chairman of the Board, Mr. G. D. Jennings, 
B.A. ; Acting Principal, Mrs. J. C. Horobin. Income, 
£8,806 3s. 6d., with an overdrawn balance of £862 14s. 3d. 
Number of students, 156. The object of the college is to 
train young women to become teachers in public schools. 
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Good moral character is indispensable; but students need 
not be members of any particular Church. 

Application for admission may be made by letter to the 
Principal. Approved candidates are presented for the "Admis- 
sion Examination" [King's Scholarship, full particulars of 
which can be obtained on application to The Secretary, Board 
of Education, Whitehall, S.W.]. The Board, however, reserve 
to themselves the power of dismissing a student at any period 
of the course. 

An examination of candidates for admission is annually held 
at the college in December, which extends to the subjects 
required in the course of a pupil teacher's engagement: The 
nature of this examination may be ascertained from the 
** Examination Questions " of a previous year, issued in May. 

The period of training is generally two years. A fee of £26 
is paid on admission. Lodging, board, instruction, medical 
attendance, and laundry are provided, except for holidays 
extending over seven days. 

Provision is made for University courses, and students who 
have matriculated at London University or have passed any 
alternative examination approved by the Code of the Board of 
Education, are specially considered and may be admitted 
without passing the King's Scholarship Examination. 



FREE CHURCH SECONDARY SCHOOLS. 

General. 

Bishop's Stortford Nonconformist Grammar School. 
An unsectarian Public School. Reduction to ministers' sons of 
15 per cent., except extras. For every fifteen boarders paying 
full fees a minister's son is elected at half -fees, preference to 
those from the Eastern coimties. Head Master, Mr. F. S. Young, 
M.A. ; Secretary, Mr. R. Pearce, Church Court, Old Jewry, E.C. 

Blackhbath Home and School for the Sons and 
Orphans of Missionaries. Established 1842. Sons 6f all 
Evangelical missionaries connected with British Societies eligible 
for admission. Parents or guardians pay £18 for boys under 
ten, and £21 above. Two leaving Scholarships, each £50 for 
two years, open to sons of missionaries only. Pupils admitted 
on terms to be had from the Head Master, Mr. W. B. Hayward, 
M.A. ; Secretaries, Rev. R. Wardlaw Thompson, 30, Grays Inn 
Road, W.C., and Mr. A. H. Baynes, 19, Fumival Street, E.C. ; 
Treasurer, Mr. Edward Unwin, 27, Pilgrim Street, Ludgate 
Hill, E.C. 
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Christ's College, Blackheath, S.E. A school recognised 
by the Board of Education. Principal, Rev. F. W. Aveling, 
M.A., B.Sc. (registered teacher). The building stands on 
gravel soil. The spacious grounds include e large cricket and 
football field, playground, gymnasium, cottage hospital, school 
chapel. There are four chemical laboratories, science room, 
fitted up with instruments for teaching light, heat, and 
electricity, room for photography, two carpenter's shops, 
swimming-bath. 

Mill Hill School. Founded 1807. Reconstituted 1869. 
A Public School. Entrance Scholarships of £30 to £90 a year 
are tenable as long as the holders remain in the school. Other 
Scholarships tenable at London, Oxford, or Cambridge Univer- 
sities. Head Master, Mr. J. D. McClure, M.A., LL.D. (Trinity 
College, Cambridge) ; Hon. Secretary, Mr. R. W. B. Buckland, 
Mill Hill, N.W. 

Taunton School. Established 1847. Afaiiated by royal 
charter to the University of London. Several entrance and 
leaving Scholarships. Head Master, Mr. Charles D. Whittaker, 
M.A. and LL.M. (Camb.), B.A. and B.Sc. (Lond.) ; Secretary, 
Mr. Albert Goodman, 3, Hammet Street, Taunton. 

Tbttbnhall College, Staffordshire. Education : com- 
mercial and professional. Laboratory, carpenter's workshop, 
engineering department, two playfields, museum, swimming- 
bath, and gymnasium. Head Master, Mr. J. H. Haydon, M.A., 
late Scholar and Prizeman of King's College, Cambridge, 
University Scholar, and Gk)ld Medallist in Classics, and MA. in 
French and German of the University of London. Secretary, 
Rev. Francis Tinkler, Tettenhall College, Wolverhampton. 

Walthamstow Hall, Sevenoaks. For the education of the 
daughters of missionaries. Fees : under twelve, fifteen guineas 
per annum ; over twelve, twenty guineas ; and £31 for those 
entering above that age. President and Hon. Secretary, Miss 
Pye-Smith, 6, The Grove, Highgate, N. ; Lady Principal, Miss 
Hare ; Secretary, Miss Goodman, 5, Brunswick Road, Kingston 
Hill, S.W. 

Congregational. 

Congregational School, Caterham Valley. Head Master, 
Rev. Horace E. Hall, M.A. (Lond.); Secretary, Rev. Henry 
Grainger. The school is intended for 150 scholars, but an 
increased income of £1,000 is necessary to meet expenditure 
if the full number are admitted. 

The education consists of the usual branches of English, 
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Latin, German, French, Mathematics, Chemistry, Shorthand, 
Drawing, and Music. A limited number of pupils not sons of 
ministers are received from forty-two guineas per year. 
Special attention is given to the moral character of the boys. 
There are six Scholarships. The three usual terms and holidays 
are observed. A covered gymnasium, large recreation and 
cricket grounds, &c., an infirmary, a swimming-bath, and 
carpenter's shop, chemical laboratory, drawing, music-rooms, 
&c., have recenUy been added. Admission, between the ages 
of ten and twelve, by election, in April and October, or by 
payment of £15, £20, £25, or nett cost (about £33). 

Applications for admission and all further particulars to be 
made to the Secretary, at the Office, No. 42, Memorial Hall, 
Farringdon Street, London, E.G. 

Milton Mount Collbgb, Gravesend, for the education of 
daughters of Congregational ministers. Chairman of General 
Board of Management, Rev. Charles Wilson, M.A. ; Treasurer, 
Mr. T. L. Devitt ; Secretary, Rev. D. M. Jenkins, 5, Keith Grove, 
IJzbridge Road, W. ; Head Mistress, Miss Conder (Classical 
Tripos, Camb.). A limited number of laymen's daughters are 
received. 

Northern Congregational School, Silcoates Hall, Wake- 
field. Treasurer, Mr. T. P. Robinson, Wakefield; Finance 
Secretary, Rev. Thomas Slevan, Headingley, Leeds ; Principal, 
Mr. J. A. Tonge, M.A. This institution was established in 1831 
for the sons of ministers and missionaries. In the year 1856 
it was determined to admit the sons of laymen on terms which, 
while moderate, were yet remunerative ; and for the past thirty- 
five years the sons both of ministers and laymen have been 
eligible. 

Wbslbyan. 

The Leys School, Cambridge. About 150 boys are in 
residence. Head Master, Rev. W. T. A. Barber, M.A. This 
school is of comparatively recent foundation, but already ranks 
among the first public schools of the country. 

Westminster Training College for Sohoolhasters. 
Principal, Rev. James H. Rigg, D.D. ; Secretary, Rev. D. J. 
Waller, D.D. ; Vice-Principal, Mr. H. A. Reatchlous, M.A., B.Sc. 
The college accommodates 123 students. 

Southlands Training College for Schoolmistresses. 
Principal, Rev. James Chapman ; Secretary, Rev. D. J. Waller, 
D.D. ; Head Master, Mr. James Bailey ; I^dy Superintendent, 

25 
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Miss M. A. Sargent. The college accomniodates 109 students ; 
109 students are now in residence ; (also one day student). 

KiNGSWOOD School, Lansdown, Bath, for the sons of 
ministers. Governor and Chaplain, Rev. T. Ferrier Hulme, 
M.A. ; Head Master, Mr. Walter P. Workman, M.A., B.Sc. ; 
Secretaries, Eev. William Foster, B.A., Colwyn Bay, Denbigh- 
shire; Mr. Thomas S. Simpson, M,A., Elmside, Headingley, 
Leeds, 

Trinity Hall School, Southport, for the daughters of 
ministers. Secretary, Rev. John Baker, M.A., 24, Alma Road, 
Birkdale, Southport ; Lady Principal, Miss Hessel. 

WOODHOUSB Grove, near Leeds. Head Master, Dr. Arthtur 
Vinter. 

Brohtard, Wprcestershire. Lady Principal, Miss Martin. 

BUBY St. Edmunds. Head Master, Mr. Samuel Leigh, B.A. 

Jersey Ladies* College. Lady Principal, Miss Roberts. 

Kent College, Canterbury. Head Master, Mr. F. M. Facer, 
M.A. 

Kent College, Folkestone. Head Mistress, Miss Brunyate. 

Queen's College, Taunton. Head Master, Mr. Arthur S. 
Haslam, M.A. 

QUBENSWOOD, Clapham Park. Lady Principal, Miss Trew. 

Victoria College, Congleton. Head Master, Mr. Llewellyn 
Mayson Penn, M.A. 

Redbrooke College, Camborne. Lady Principal, Miss 
Pratt. 

Trowbridge High School. Head Master, Mr. W. P. 
Fuller, M.A. 

Truro College. Head Master, Mr. Herbert W. Vinter, 
M.A., F.G.S. 

West Cornwall College, Penzance. Lady Principal, 
Miss Hanna, B.A. 



Other Methodist Churches. 

Shebbear College, Devonshire (Bible Christian). E[e^4 
Master, Mr. T. Ruddle, B.A. 
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ASHVILLB College, Harrogate (United Methodist Free 
Churches). Head Master, Dr. Bowick; Secretary, Rev. John 
Moore, Denehurat, 12, Baker Street, Nottingham. 

Elmpibld CaLLBGB, York, for boys (Primitive Methodist). 
Governor, Rev. W. E. Crombie. 

BOUBNB College, Quinton, Birmingham, for boys (Primi- 
tive Methodist). (Jovemor, Rev. G. Middleton. 

Bala Pbeparatoby School (Calvinistic Methodist). 

MINISTERIAL COLLEGES, 

Congregational. 

New College, South Hampstead. Principal, Rev. R. 
Vaughan Pryce, M.A., D.D. ; Chairman, Rev. H. Storer Toms ; 
Treasurer, Mr. Henry Spicer, J.P. ; Secretary, Rev. Howard 
Staines, B.A., B.D., New College. Income from ordinary 
sources, £4,120. New College, established under that 
name in 1850, combines the following institutions for the 
training of Congregational ministers : Congregational United 
Board (1696), King's Head Academy, Homerton, Coward, 
Hoxton, and Highbury Colleges. Number of students, 44. 

Western College, Bristol (with which is incorporated the 
British Congregational Institute). Principal, Rev. C. Chapman, 
M.A., LL.D. ; Chairman, Rev. H. Arnold Thomas, M.A., Bristol ; 
Treasurer, Mr. Thomas J. Lennard, Henbury Court, near 
Bristol; Hon. Secretary, Rev. J. Charteris Johnston, Mount 
Warren, Torquay ; Finance Secretaries, Rev. C. J. Palmer, 
Devonport, and Rev. T. B. Knight, 45, Apsley Road, Clifton, 
Bristol. Income, £1,689 Os. 7d. Number of students, 19 ; 
Ministerial, 17 ; Lay, 2. The Students for their Arts Course 
attend Bristol University College. 

Yorkshire United College. Principal, D. W. Simon, 
M.A., Ph.D., D.D. ; Treasurer, Mr. John Whitely, J.P., West 
House, Hallux ; Secretaries, Rev. James Browne, B.A., 2, Cun- 
liffe Road, Bradford, and Rev. Thomas Warren, Parkgate, 
Rotherham ; Chairman of governing body, Alfred Sykes, Esq., 
Huddersfield ; Deputy-Chairman, the Rev. E. I. Saxton, 
Brighouse. By an order of the Charity Commissioners, dated 
February 17, 1888, the Rotherham and Airedale Colleges were 
amalgamated and became one institution under the name of the 
Yorkshire United Independent College, and the operations of 
the Uiiited College have since been carried on at Bradford in 
|;he building hitherto known as the Airedale College. 
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Chbshunt College. Principal, Rev. 0. C. Whitehouse, 
M.A., D.D. ; Treasurer, Mr. C. B. Brooke ; Hon. Secretary, 
Rev. R. Lovett, M.A., and Secretary, Rev. Alfred Thomp- 
son. OflBce, 36, Finsbury Pavement, London, E.C. Income 
from subscriptions, donations, and congregational collections, 
£864 3s. 4d., and from endowments and students' payments, 
£1,711 5s. 3d. This college is not exclusively denominational. 

Hackney College, Hampstead, N.W. Principal, Rev. P. T. 
Forsyth, M.A., D.D. (Aber.) ; Treasurer, Mr. W. Marten Smith, 
18, Cedars Road, Clapham Conmion, S.W. ; Secretary, Rev. 
John Nunn, 6, Maitland Park Villas, Haverstock Hill, N.W. 
Expenditure for college purposes, £2,886. Number of 
students, 21. 

Lancashire Independent College. Principal, ; 

Chairman, Rev. Dr. Goodrich ; Treasurer, Mr. T. H. Rymer, 
Manchester ; Honorary Secretary, Rev. T. Kilpin Higgs, M.A., 
Oldham ; Financial Secretary and Librarian, Mr. Charles Good- 
year, 39, Lincroft Street, Moss Side, Manchester. This college 
originated in the private instruction given to ministers by the 
late Rev. W. Roby, of Manchester. It was constituted a public 
institution in 1816. Number of students, 21. 

Mansfield College, Oxford. Principal, Rev. A. M. Fair- 
bairn, M.A., D.D., LL.D. ; Chairman of Council and of Educa- 
tional Board, Rev. Dr. Mackennal, Bowdon, Cheshire ; Treasurer, 
Mr. Albert Spicer, J.P., 50, Upper Thames Street, E.C. ; 
Secretary, Mr. Norman H. Smith, M.A., Mansfield College, 
Oxford. This college, which was founded at Oxford in 1886, 
owes its origin to the action of the trustees and council of 
Springhill College, Birmingham, who removed it to Oxford. 
The college is purely theological and non-residential. All its 
students must become members of Oxford University. 

Congregational Institute fob Theological and 
Missionary Training, Nottingham. Principal, Rev. J. A. 
Mitchell, B.A. ; Chairman, Andtew B. Paton, Esq., B.A. ; 
Treasurer, Mr. W. Goddard ; Organising and Financial Secre- 
tary, Rev. F. Robinson. The design of the Institute is to train 
pastors, evangelists, and town, congregational, and colonial 
missionaries. Number of students, 65. Income, £2,000. 

Presbyterian College, Carmarthen. Principal, Mr. 
Walter J. Evans, M.A. ; Treasurer, Mr. G. Phillips, Hall Street, 
Carmarthen ; Honorary Secretary, Rev. D. J. Thomas, Carmar- 
then. This college educates 23 Congregational students, and 
there is a special fund for their siqpport. 
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Brecon Memorial College. Principal, Rev. D. Rowlands, 
B.A. ; Treasurer, Mr. E. H. Davis, J.P.,Pentre,Rhondda Valley 5 
Secretary, Rev. D. A. Griffith, Oarth, Breconshire. Receipts^ 
£1,600, including a grant of £450 from the Congregational 
Fund Board. Number of students, 42. 

Bala-Bakgor Independent College. Principal, Rev. 
Lewis Probert, D.D. ; Treasurer, Hugh Thomas, Esq., J.P., 
Beaumaris; Secretary, Mr. D. Rees, Capel Mawr, Anglesey. 
The establishment was formed through the amalgamation of 
institutions formerly carried on at Bangor and Bala. Number 
of students, 25. 

Baptist. 

Bristol College. President, Rev. W. J. Henderson, B.A. ; 
Tutor in Hebrew and Church History, Rev. F. E. Robinson, 
B.A., B.D. ; Treasurer, Mr. E. Robinson, J.P., Bristol ; Secretary, 
Rev. R. Glover, D.D., 15, Westfield Park, Bristol ; Financial 
Secretary, Rev. F. E. Robinson, B^A., B.D., Baptist College, 
Bristol. Income, £1,947 13s. 3d. Number of students, 23. 

Nottingham College. President, Rev. T. V. Tymms, D.D. ; 
Resident Principal and Tutor, Rev. S. W. Bowser, B.A. ; 
Treasurer, Mr. J. S. Smith, J.P., Mountsorrel, Loughborough ; 
Hon. Secretaries, Rev. W. Evans, Leicester (Candidates), Rev. 
J. R. Godfrey, Barlestone (General), and Mr. G. BraUsford, 
Nottingham (Finance). Income, £833 18s. 5d. Number of 
students, 10. 

Rawdon College, near Leeds. President, Rev. T. V. 
Tymms, D.D. ; Treasurer, Sir John Barran, Bart., Leeds, and 
Mr. W. Town, J.P., Bingley ; Secretaries, Rev. C. W. Skemp, 
Bradford, and Rev. Frank Slater, Halifax; Financial Secre- 
taries, Rev. D. Glass, M.A., Rawdon, and Mr. W. R. Bilbrough, 
Leeds. Income, £1,780 2s. Id. Number of students, 20. 

Regent's Pi^RK College. Principal, Rev. 6. P. Gould, 
M.A. ; Treasurer, Mr. C. J. Angus ; Secretary, Rev. W. W. 
Sidey> Chapel House, Tottenham. Income, £4,262. Number 
of students, 27. 

Pastors' College, Newington Butts. President, Rev. 
Thomas Spurgeon ; Principal, Rev, Alex. McCaig, B.A., LL.D. ; 
Secretary, Mr. E. H. Bartlett. Income, £2,894. Number of 
students, 48. 

Manchester College. President, Rev. J. T. Marshall, 
M.A. ; Treasurer, Mr. W. D. Shaw, J.P., Huddersfield ; Secre- 
tary, Rev. J. S. Hughes, Warrington. Number of students, 18. 
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Cabdiff. President, Rev. W. Edwards, B.A., D.D. ; Tutor, 
Rev. J. M. Bavies, M.A. ; Treasurer, Mr, Councillor W. 
Edwards, J.P., Maindee, Newport; Secretaries, Revs. D. R 
Jones, Caerleon, Mon., and W. Morris, D.D., P.R.6.S., Treorchy 
R.S.O., Glam. Income, £1,488 2s. 3d. Number of students, 
26. 

Bangor. Principal, Rev. S. Morris, M.A. ; Treasurer, Mr. 
R. Beck, Bangor ; Gteneral Secretary, Rev. J. Griffiths, Llanfeir- 
fechan. Income, £1,604 18s. 7d. Number of students, 20. 

Prbsbytbriak. 

Westminster College, Cambridge. Principal, Rev. J. 
Oswald Dykes, M.A., D.D. ; Bursar, J. R. Roxburgh, Esq. 
M.A. ; Secretary of Board of Examination, Rev. John Reid, 
M.A, 

WeslbyaN. 

Richmond. Governor, Rev. George Fletcher ; Secretary, Rev. 
J. Banham, 48, Sutherland Avenue, Maida Hill, London, W. 

DiDSBURY. Governor, Rev. John S. Simon ; Secretary, Rev. 
Jeremiah Dodsworth, Hyde, Cheshire. 

Hbadinoley. Governor, Rev. 6. Stringer Rowe ; Secretary, 
Rev, Simpson Johnson, 16, Vernon Road, Leeds. 

Birmingham. Governor, Rev. Thomas Allen, D.D. ; Secre- 
tary, Rev. Henry Elderkin, Connaught Road, Wolverhampton, 

Calvinistio Methodist. 

Bala College. Acting Principal, Rev. Ellis Edwards, 
M.A. ; Treasurer, J. R. Davies, Esq., M.A., Ceris, Bangor ; 
Secretary, Rev. John Owen^ 6, Grosvenor Place, Mold. 

Trbvbcca College. Principal, Rev. 0. Prys, M.A. ; Trea- 
surer, Mr. Edward Jones, J.P., Trewythen ; Secretary, Rev. 
Rees Evans, Llanwrtyd. 



Other Methodist Colleges. 

Ranmoor College, Sheffield (Methodist New Connexion). 
Principal, Rev. J. S. Clemens, B.A., B.D. ; Treasurer, Mr. W. 
Wilson, J.P., Knowle Brow, Mirfield, Yorks ; Secretary, Rev. E. 
Holyoake, 18, Woodhouse Terrace, Gateshead. 
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Manchbstbr Oollbgb (Primitive Methodist). Principal, 
Rev. George Parkin, B.D. ; Tutors, A. S. Peake, M.A., and 
Rev. A. L. Humphries, M.A. ; Treasurer, Mr. T. Beeley, J.P., 
Gee Cross, Manchester ; Secretary, Rev. J. Welford. 

Manchester College (United Methodist Free Churches), 
Principal, Rev. Thomas Sherwood ; Treasurer, W. A. Lewins, 
Esq., Manchester ; Secretary, Rev. H. Hooks, Manchester. 



SETTLEMENTS. 

Bermondsby (Wesleyan). Warden, Rev. J. Scott Lidgett, 
M.A. ; Treasurer, ; Secaretary, Rev. Dr. James 

Moulton. This Settlement was established ten years ago in 
the poorest district of south-east London. It is a Hall of 
Residence, where members of the Universities and others may 
live in order to devote their leisure to work among the poor. 
It has a lecture-hall, library, gymnasium, and other rooms where 
religious, educational, and social work is carried on. At present 
about twelve men are in residence with the Warden. There is 
also a Women's Branch in connection with the Settlement, 
having its headquarters in Rotherhithe, and about 14 women in 
residence. 

Mansfield House, Canning Town, London, E. In con- 
nection with Mansfield College, Oxford. President, Rev. A. M. 
Fairbaim, D.D. ; Hon. Warden, Mr. Percy Alden, M.A. ; 
Chief Residents, Mr, G. V. Cox, B.A., Rev. H. Cubbon, M.A. 
Treasurer, Mr. J. Grafton Milne ; Secretary, Mr. P. M. Marples, 
B.A., Mansfield House. This Settlement was established 
twelve years ago. The Hall seats 400 people, and in it and 
the spacious rooms of the residence a large amount of religious, 
educational, and social work is carried on. There are a large 
men's club, a boys' club, a big lodging-house for working men, a 
convalescent home and other useful institutions connected with 
Mansfield House, which also unites with other local bodies in 
the promotion of children's country holdidays, an annual 
picture exhibition, and similar work. 

Canning Town Settlement op Women Workbbs, 
Residence, 461, Barking Road, London, E. OflBlces, Club 
Rooms, &c., 81, Barking Road, E. President, the Countess of 
Aberdeen ; Chief Resident Worker, Miss Cheetham ; Resident 
Medical Superintendent, Miss Janet A. S. Mouat, M.B., C.H.B. 
(Edin.) ; Hon. Sees., Miss Shepheard (Financial) and Miss C. 
Spicer ; Treasurer, Mr. W. Hazell. 

Robert Browning Settlement (Incorporated), York 
Street, Walworth Road, London, S.E. President, Mr. George 
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Cadbury. Chairman of Committee, Mr. Arnold Pye-Smith, 
J.P. ; Settlement Staff : Warden, Rev. F. Herbert Stead, M.A. ; 
President of Women's Department, Mrs. Stead ; Sub-Warden, 
Rev. Tom Bryan, M.A. ; Secretary, Mr. J. C. Mather, 69, 
Queen's Road, Peckham, S.E. 

Middlesbrough Congregational Women's Settle- 
ment, 132, Newport Road. President, Mrs. Armitage, 
Rawdon, Yorks; Secretary, Mrs. F. P. Wilson, Newlands; 
Treasurer, Mrs. J. E. Stead, Everdon, Redcar ; Lady Superin- 
tendent, Miss Harris. 

Lancashire College Settlement, Hulme, Manchester ; 
Warden, Rev. T. T. James, B.A. ; Hon. General Secretary, 
Mr. Andrew Warren, Independent College, Manchester ; Hon. 
Treasurer, Mr. E. D. Pochin, Thomville, Upper Chorlton Road, 
Manchester. Residence and Club Premises, Embden Street ; 
Hall for Pilgrims' Services, Clarendon Street. 



FREE CHURCH ORGANISATIONS. 

Dissenting Deputies. Chah^man, ; 

Deputy-Chairman, Mr. Alderman Evan Spicer, J.P. ; Treasurer, 
Mr. William Holborn ; Secretary, Mr. Alfred J. Shepheard, 
L.C.C., 6, Finsbury Circus, London, E.C. This Association 
originated in a General Meeting of the Protestant Dissenters of 
London, held in November, 1732, called to consider an applica- 
tion to Parliament for the repeal of the Corporation and Test 
Acts. The want of a permanent body to superintend the civil 
concerns of Dissenters being strongly felt, it was resolved at a 
subsequent meeting, held in January, 1735-36, that Deputies 
from the several congregations in London should be chosen for 
that purpose. The present duty with which the Deputies 
charge themselves is to see that the Civil and Religious Rights 
of Dissenters are not infringed, and to help in pushing forward 
Parliamentary measures which will promote the interests of 
Nonconformists. 

General Body of Protestant Dissenting Ministers 
OP THE Three Denominations (London and Westminster). 
The three Boards of Presbyterian, Independent, and Baptist 
ministers, resident in and about the cities of London and West- 
minster, were formed in the eaily part of the eighteenth 
century. These bodies were accustomed to unite in presenting 
addresses to the throne on suitable occasions, i&om the date of 
the Revolution, but were not organised into one "General 
Body " till July 11, 1727. At that time it was agreed, and the 
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rule continues still in force, '*That no person be allowed to 
join with the body of Protestant Dissenting Ministers in any 
public act, but such as are approved by one or other of the 
three." The business of the General Body is conducted by a 
committee chosen from the three denominations, which meets 
as occasion requires. Secretaries, Rev. W. H. King, 3, Crom- 
well Avenue, Highgate, N. ; Rev. J. Hunt Cooke, 60, Coolhurst 
Road, Crouch End, N. Clerk, Mr. J. Minshull, Memorial Hall, 
Farringdon Street, E.C. 

Merchants' Lecture. Founded 1672. To uphold the 
doctrines of the Reformation against the errors of Popery, 
Socinianism, and Infidelity. Present lecturers: Revs. J. M. 
Gibbon, W. Hardy Harwood, J. Guinness Rogers, B.A., D.D., 
A. Rowland, BA., LL.B., D.D. Lectures on Tuesday at 1.15 p.m. 
in the Dutch Church, Austin Friars. Hon. Secretary, Mr. Henry 
Clark, Memorial Hall, Farringdon Street, E.C. 

National Council op the Evangelical Free 
Churches. President, Rev. James Travis ; President-Elect, 
Rev. F. B. Meyer, B.A. ; Hon. Secretary, Rev. J. Monro 
Gibson, D.D. ; Organising Secretary, Rev. Thomas Law, 
Memorial Hall, Farringdon Street, E.G. The objects of the 
National Council are : (a) To facilitate fraternal intercourse 
and co-operation among the Evangelical Free Churches, (h) 
To assist in the organisation of local Councils, (c) To encourage 
devotional fellowship and mutual counsel concerning the 
spiritual life and religious activities of the Churches. (5) To 
advocate the New Testament doctrine of the Church, and to 
defend the rights of the associated Churches, (e) To promote 
the application of the law of Christ in every relation of human 
life. 

National Education Association. Objects: (1) To 
promote a system of national education which shall be efficient, 
progressive, and unsectarian, and shall be under popular control ; 
and also to oppose all legislative and administrative proposals 
having a contrary tendency. (2) To secure the universal estab- 
lishment of School Boards in districts of suitable area, and 
having under their control unsectarian schools within reason- 
able reach of the population requiring them. (3) To secure 
Free Schools, on the condition that every school receiving a 
grant in lieu of fees shall be under public representative 
management during the ordinary school-hours. (4) To obtain 
facilities for the better training of elementary teachers in 
unsectarian institutions, under public management. Secre- 
taries, Messrs. A. J. Mundella and' T. E. Minshall, Surrey 
House, Victoria Embankment, W.C. This Society is not, 
strictly speaking, a Free Church Organisation. 
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Society for the Liberation of Religion from State- 
Patronage AND Control, 2, Serjeants' Inn, Fleet Street, 
London, E.C. President, Rev. John Clifford, M.A., D.D. 
Vice-Presidents, Mr. D. Lloyd George, M.P., and Mr. J. Carvell 
Williams ; Treasurers, Mr. H. J. Wilson, M.P., and Mr. William 
Carpenter. Chairman of Committee, Mr. William Carpenter ; 
Secretaries, Mr. John Fisher and Mr. Sydney Robjohns ; 
Editor, Mr. Howard Evans. Monthly organ. The Liberator. 
The Society — ^which was formed in 1844 — is based on the 
principle that National Establishments of Religion are unjust ; 
are politically and socially mischievous ; are injurious to the 
Churches established, and hinder the progress of religion. 
Its objects are : (1) The abrogation of all laws and usages which 
inflict disability, or confer privilege, on ecclesiastical grounds, 
upon any subject of the realm. (2) The discontinuance of all 
payments from public funds, and of all compulsory exactions, 
for religious purposes. (3) After an equitable satisfaction of 
existing interests, the application to strictly national purposes 
of the national property now devoted to the uses of the Church 
of England and the Church of Scotland ; and, concurrently 
therewith, the liberation of those Churches from State control. 
The Society is strictly unsectarian, and neither expresses any 
opinion upon, nor seeks to effect any alteration in, the doc- 
trines, formularies, or internal government of the Churches 
now established. It supplies, without charge, legal and other 
advice in regard to all local matters involving the interests of 
religious equality — assistance which is of great importance, 
especially in rural parishes. The Society provides lecturers 
and speakers for public meetings, and lends its popular lecture 
lantern slides without charge. 

The Imperial Protestant Federation (embracing 
forty-two Societies). Formed in 1896 to Federate Evangeli- 
cal Protestant Churches and Societies within the British Empire, 
for the purpose of facilitating fraternal intercourse and co- 
operation between them. Chairman, Colonel T. Myles Sandys, 
M.P. ; Secretary, Edward H. (Jarbett ; Organising Secretary, 
James W. Walsh ; Offices, 3, Palmer Street, Queen Anne's 
Gate, London, S.W. The Federation was founded by Mr. 
Walter Walsh, author of " The Secret History of the Oxford 
Movement." 
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Presideni— Mr. Aid. George White, M.P., Norwich. 

Vice-President — 

SeoretAr7--Bev. J. H. Shakespeare, MJL., 19, Fomiyal Street, Holbom, E.O. 

Secretary of Missionary Society— Mr. A. H. Baynes, 19, Fomiyal Street, 

Holbom, E.O. 
Hon. Secretary of Total Abstinence Association— Mr. J. T. Sears, J.P., 11, 

Crane Court, Fleet Street 
Hon. Secretary of Tract and Book Society — ^Mr. H. G. BaUimore, 15, Gray's 

Inn Boad, W.C. 
Secretary of Bible Translation Society— Bey. F. D. Waldock, 19, Fomiyal 

Street, Holbom, E.C. 
Secretary of Deaconesses' Home and Mission — ^Bey. A. B. Middleditch, 4, 

Donedin Villas, Finchley, N. 

CONOREOATIONAL. 

Chairman— Bey. B. F. Horton, M.A., I).D., The Chesils, Christchoroh Boad, 

Hampstead, N.W* 
Chairman-Elect — 
Secretary — 

Poblication Department— Mr. H. Thacker, Memorial Hall, E.C. 
Secretaries of London Missionary Society— Bey. B. Wardlaw Thompson, Bey. 

Geo. Coosins, and Bey. Arthor N. Johnson, M.A., 80, Gray's Inn Boad, W.C. 
Secretary of Chorch Aid Society— Bey. J. E. Flower, M.A., Memorial Hall, E.C. 
Secretary of London Congregational Union — ^Bey. A. Meams, Memorial Hall, E.C. 
Secretary of Colonial Missionary Society — ^Bey. D. Borford Hooke, Memorial 

Hall, E.C. 
Secretary of English Chapel Boilding Society — Mr. C. E. Conder, Memorial 

Hall, E.C. 
Secretary of Total Abstinence Association— Bey. W. Mottram, Memorial Hall, 

E.C. 

Pbesbttebian Chubch. 

Moderator— Bey. Alex. Hotton Drysdale, MJL., Morpeth 

Ctoneral Secretary— Bey. J. Thobom McGkw, D.D., 7, East India Ayenoe, E.C. 

Financial Secretary— Mr. John Leggat 

Poblishing Agent — Mr. T. F. Downie, 14, Patemoster Sqoare, E.C. 

Book Boom— 14, Patemoster Sqoare 

Home Mission Conyener — Sir G. Brace, 64, Boondary Boad, London, K.W. 

Foreign Mission Conyener— Bey. A. ConneU, M.A., B.D., 35, Wobom Sqoare, 

W.C. 
Secretary, Presbyterian Alliance— Bey. G. D. Matthews, D.D., 25, Christchorch 

Ayenoe, Brondesbory, N.W, 
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Webleyan Methodist Ghuboh. 

President— Bev. John Shaw Banks, D.D., Headingley, Leeds. 
Secretary— Bey. Marshall Hartley, 1, Nightingale Lane, Balham, S.W. 
Secretaries of Missionary Society— Bevs. F. '^. Macdonald, William Perkins, 

Marshall Hartley, William H. Findlay, M.A. 
Secretary of Home Mission Fond— -Bey. Biarshall Hartley. 
Secretary of Sunday School Union — ^Bey. Bobert Galley, 2, Ludgate Ciroas 

Buildings, E.G. 
Secretary of Temperance Gommittee— Bey. G. Armstrong Bennetts, B.A., 75, 

Gordon Boad, Ealing, W. 
Book Steward— Bey. Gharles H. Kelly, 2, Gastle Street, Gity Boad, E.G. 

GALyimsTic Methodists. 

Moderator— Bey. T. J. Wheldon, B.A., Bangor 

Secretaries— Bey. Bichard Humphreys, Ghatham Street, G. M. Ghapel, Liyer- 

pool ; Bey. Bees Eyans, Llanwrtyd 
Statistical Secretaries— Bey. Joseph Eyans, Denbigh; Bey. T. J. Morgan, 

Pengam 
Treasurer— Mr. J. H. Dayies, B.A., Gwrtmawr, Llangeitho 
Book Gommittee— Secretary, Mr. Eyan Evans, Aberystwyth 
Sunday School Gommittee — Secretary, Mr. Thomas Owens, Aberystwyth 
Parliamentary and Gonnexional Property Gommittee — Mr. John Owens, 

Llandinam, Gonyener 
Education Gommittee— Bey. B. A. Jones, B.A., 19, Deane Boad, Fairfield, 

Liyerpool 
Foreign Mission Gommittee— Bey. B. J. Williams, 10, Pearl Buildings, St. 

John's Lane, Liyerpool 
The Gonnexional Book Boom — Gamaryon 
Book Agent— Bey. D. O'Brien Owen, Gamaryon 

Primitivb Methodists. 

President— Bey. T. Mitchell, 22, Mount View Boad, Stroud Green, W. 

Secretary— Bey. P. Peacock, 18, Lookwood Street, Driffield 

Secretary of Mission Gommittee— Bey. J. Pickett, 33, William Boad, West 

Bridgford, Nottingham 
Temperance Secretary— Bey. Thos. H. Hunt, 14, Hertford, Bootle, Liyerpool 
Editor— Bey. H. Yooll, 35, Freegroye Boad, Holloway, N. 
Book Steward— Bey. B. Bryant, 48-50, Aldersgate Street, E.G. 
Publishing House — 48-50, Aldersgate Street, E.G. 

Methodist New Gonnbxion. 

President— Bey. M. T. Birks, 26, Manchester Boad, Bochdale 

(General piud Home Missionary Secretary — ^Bey. J. Packer, St. John's Terrace, 

Belle Yue Boad, Leeds 
Ghapel Secretary — ^Bey. W. Longbottom, Nether Green Boad, Sheffield 
Young People's Gommittee Gteneral Secretary — ^Bey. W. Bainbridge, 13, Azalea 

Terrace, Sunderland 
Editors— Bey. A. Golbeck, Glifford House, Gherry Orchard, Shrewsbury; 

Bey. E. F. H. Gapey, 18, Burton Terrace, Lees, near Oldham 
Book Boom— Mr. G. Burroughs, 23, Farrmgdon Ayenue, London, E.G. 
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United Mbthopist Free Ghubchbs. 

Presideni— Bev. W. Bedfem, Westfield YUla, Wakefield. 

Connezional Secretary— Bev. W. H. Cory Adams, Warwick House, Waterloo 

Boad, Burslem 
Corresponding Secretary — ^Bev. John Moore, 12, Baker Street, Nottingham. 
Connexional Treasurer — 

General Missionary Secretary—- Bev. H. T. Chapman, 4, Newton Grove, Leeds 
Chapel Secretary — ^Bev. E. D. Cornish, Eoeles 

Book Steward— Bev. A. Crombie, 119, Salisbury Square, London, E.C. 
Book Boom — 119, Salisbury Square, London, E.C. 
Temperance Secretary— Bey. John Thomley, 21, Filey Street, Sheffield 

Bible Christians. 
President—Bev. John Luke, 7, Grove Terrace, Cottage Grove, Southsea 
Secretary — ^Bev. S. B. Lane, Whitworth House, Florence Boad, Brighton 
Book Steward— ^Bev. G. Daniel, 26, Paternoster Bow, London, E.C. 
Editor— Bev. J. H. Batt, Yelverton, Devon 

Home Secretary— Bev. S. Allin, 30, Stackpool Boad, Southville, Bristol 
Foreign Secretary— Bev. I. B. Vanstone, 44, Brandram Boad, Lee, S.E. 
General Chapel Secretary— Bev. John Luke, 7, Grove Terrace, Cottage Grove, 

Southsea 
General School Secretary— Bev. J. B. Stedeford, 53, Hurstboume Boad, Forest 

Hill, London, S.E. 
Secretary of Total Abstinence Society — ^Bev. A. Hancock, 87, Stacey Boad, 

Boath, Cardiff 

Independent Methodists. 
President — Mr. J. Crumblehulme, Feme Holme, Lastock, Bolton 
Secretary— Mr. W. H. Biding, 32, Albert Boad, Cohie 
Editor — Mr. A. Mounfield, 82, Manchester Boad, Warrington 
Book Boom Secretary— Mr. Beattie, Victoria Buildings, King Street, Wigan 

Countess of Huntingdon's Connexion. 

Secretary— Bev. S. G. Matthews, B.A., 36, Finsbury Pavement, E.C. 
Treasurer — ^Mr. William Neathercoat, New Barnes Boad, Ely, Cambs 

Churches of Christ. 

Chairman-Elect for the Annual Conference, 1903— Mr. H. Elliot Tickle, 10, 
Waverley Park, Shawlands, Glasgow 

Disciples of Christ. 
President of the Christian Association — Pastor, L. W. Morgan, B.A., B.D., 

20, Northumberland Boad, Southampton 
Seeretazy*— Pastor E. M. Todd, B.A., 28, Cromwell Grove, Hammersmith, 

London, W. 

Moravians. 
British President— Bev. J. Herbert Edwards, 153, Wilberforce Boad, Finsbury 

Park, N. 
Secretary of Missions— Bev. C. J. Klesel, 32, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Book Boom<-32, Fetter Lane, E.C. 
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Society of Fbibnds. 
Clerk of Yearly Meeting— Mr. John Morland, Devonshire House, Bishopsgate 

Street, £.0. 
Secretary— Mr. Isaac Sharp, 12, Bishopsgate Street Withont, E.G. 
Home Mission Committee 



Foreign Mission Association 
Tract Association 
Temperance Union 
First-day School Association 



15, Devonshire Street, Bishopsgate Street, E.G. 



Wesleyan Befobm Union. 
^esideni— Bev. £. Bromage, 33, Poole Boad, Damall, Sheffield 
Treasurer — Mr. J. Clark, Heatherbrea, Bashden, B.S.O., Northants 
Secretaries— Mr. T. Johnson, J.P., Field House, Hunningley Lane, Bamsley ; 
Mr. W. Brooks, Ash Mount, Bumgreave Boad, Sheffield 



UNWIN BBOTHEB8, LIMITBD, 7BINTXBS, WOKINO AND LONDON 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 



The Iieys School, Cambridge 

Noneonf^rmist and Kv«uiir«lle«l Fublio acho^l* 

Fom^BD 1875. INCOBPOBATED (Ohaddtftble Traite^s InoorporatioB.Aot, 187S) 1878. 

Idurge Ohemioal, I'hysioal, and Biological Laboratories. Entrance Scholarship 

Examination terminally. Fees range Drom 103 to 76 guineas -per amrnnu 

GOVERNORS AND OFFICERS. 

Thb Rbv. thb PBESIDENT of thb WE8LEYAN OONFEBENCB (ex-o^loio), 

Choubrman, 
Thb Bey. the EX-FBESIDENT of the CONFEBENCE {fix-ojgHcio). 
The Bet. the SEO BETA BY of the CONFEBENCE (ex-offldo). 
Sib OEOBOE HAYTEB CHUBB, Babt., Vie&-Chalrman and Hon, Treasurer. 
PEBCY W. BXJNTINO. M.A., and J. H. S. MoABTHUB (O.H), Hon. 8ec8. 
A. E. Bainbbidob (O.L.). 
G. H. Clapham (O.L.). 
The Bey. Principal OswAiip Dikes, 

D.D. 
The Bev. Geobgb Fiatoheb. 
The Bev. Principal P. T. Fobstth, 

D.D. 
Sir Henbt FowiiBB, G.O.S.I. 
W. C. Gbat, J.P. (O.L.). 
W. D. Gbben, M.A., M.P. (O.L.). 
Prof. J. Betnoij>b Gbebn, F.B.S. 

NOBYAL W. HEIiME, M.P. 
F. A. HoiiMAN (O.L.). 

Head 2£atter: Ray. W. T. A. BARBBR, M.A. (Cantab.), B.D. (Dablin), B.A. (Lond.) 

Medina OSfUier: A. C. Ingle, M.A., M.D., B.C. (Cantab.). Sf.B.C.S. 

Bwnar: J. C. Isabd, M.A. (O.L.). 

Fall Parttoulars may be hod of the Bursar. 



B. W. Jackson. 
J. Batley Lees, J.P. 
The Bey. J. Scott Lidoett, Sf.A. 
Alex. MoAbthub, J.P., D.L. 
. C. D. MboIiBT, B.A. (O.L.). 
H. T. Pabke, J.P. (O.L.). 
The Bey. Dr. H. J. Pope. 
TheBey.Dr.BiGO. 
John 8oi7thai;l, B.A. (O.L.). 
W. B. Waiabb, J.P. (O.L.). 
The Bev. Dr. WaiiLEB. 
B. D. WalijEB. 



THE CHRISTIAN WORLD. 

The Leading RellgiouM Newspaper. 

ESTABLISHED 18B7. 

EVERY THURSDAY, ONE PENNY. 

As a weeklyjonmal for family and Sunday reading, the distinotiye aim of 
The ChrietUm world is to give, in addition to the general news of the week, a 
record of events in the religioas and philanthropic world, with articles and other 
matter of a religioas, literary, and educational kind. Many prominent men, 
in^ttding the most distinsnished theologians of Great Britain, America, and the 
Continent, have been, and are, contributors to its pages; 



THE christian WORLD 
PULPIT. 

Contains the Best Sermons of the Best Preachers in all Denominations. 

ESTABLISHED 1871. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY, Id. MONTHLY, Sd. 

The OhrUtian World Pulpit is the only paper that gives the sarmons of 
all denominations, Anglican and Nonconformist. It is conducted with absolute 
impurtiality, the aim beinjK to give the most representative view possible of the 
preaching m the Pulpits oi Anglo-Saxondom. 

JAMES CLABKE & CO., 13 and U, Fleet Street, London, E.G. 
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THE FREE CHURCH LEGAL LIBRARY. 

VOLUME II. 

fm Cl)urcl)ttiati'$ 
6uldetotDe 
education Hct mi. 

By EDMUND C. RAWLING8, 

Solicitor of the Supreme Court ; 

Author of ** The Free Churchman* s 
Legal Handbook" 

WITH 

A Sketch of the History of Popular 
Education in England and Wales 

By the Rev. W- J- TOWNSEND, D.D., 

President for 1902 of The National 
Council of the Evangelical Free 
Churches, 

Invaluable to Free Churchmen. 



280 pp« Art VeUam« 
2/6 net, by post 2/ia 



Rational Council of Coandellcal free CburclHSt 

London: Thomas Law» Memorial Hall, E.C 
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free CDwcl) 
CDronick* . 



THE MAGAZINE FOR ALL FREE 
CHURCHMEN. 



The Offical Or^an of the National Free 
Church Council, contains full reports of the 
work of the Councils throughout Ensrland, 
and discusses all questions affecting the 
Free Churches. 



SPECIAL NEW FEATURES. 



** Gipsy Smith's Enquiry DapartiiMMt.' 

Th* Girls' GulM. 

Ths Old Psriralt Albuin. 



SEND FOR SPECIMEN COPY. 



MONTHLY - - PRtGE TWOPEMOE. 



Through your Newsagent, or direct, enclosing Twelve Months* 
Subscription (Three Shillings), to 

THOMAS LAW, Memorial Hall, Farringdon Street, E.G. 



ADVERTtSl^MKKTS. 



THE CHILDREN'S HOME 
AND ORPHANAGE. 




£ftt. 



CHIEF OFFICE : 

BONNER ROAD, LONDON, N.E, 
1{EV. J^RrHUIt E, GREGOmr, D.D. REV. R. SEVAN SHEPHERD, MA 

BRANCHES: 

Lofldon* Ed£ worth [Lanes}, Birmingtiamf Faraboroufb {Knatsh Ramsey 

(Jsk of Man), Alverstoke (Haitt&K Chadllagtofl (Oxoa), Hamlltoit (Caoadajr 

Liverpool fprepadnf J, 

Uor^ th&n 1,360 Cluldren ia Residence. 5,500 Seneited. 

^ED, not OEEEr, detsrmines the admisslan of a Child. 
mny are OEIPPLE]). EPILEPTIC, XHSiDVAUTAaEL. 
. H £16 Supports a OMld for a Tear. 

A OPEGIAL ia itiade far FUNDS to aid the KKW 

• BRANCH about to be started for 

A DDE A I GKIPPLED & AFFUCTED CHILDREN. 

HrrCAL I i £30 will provide a Cot. 

Contrlbatioias fiboiild be Pent to Rsv. Abtht^jb E. Orkqory, The Children's Home, 
Bonaer Itoad, LfOiidon, N.K. {Jbsqnea crossed "Lcmdoti City and MJtUand/' 



Cbe Free CDurcDman 



Why you should Localise - — ^ * 
Tho Free Churohman. Becausa 

It is THE ^logazine specially issued for the Fr^ Churohosi. 

Only the VERY BEST ever appears in its pages. 

Of the high apirifcusl tone throughoiit. 

It bmigs the Gospel Mes^ge into tho homos of tho poople, 

^' It is ^hting tho bfttUo of all Freo Churc^hmen/' 

It caters specially for Home and Church lifo. 

Nothing ever appears in it to show it is not a looal produotioii. 

It 13 issued well in adva-uce of the Ist of the month. 

So exGollont ii^ the matter that a good circulation is guarantoed* 



WRiTE AT ONCE for terms and booklatj entUhd *^ HOW TO LOCAUSE" 

igntis)f to 

The PubliflhePj "Free Churchman," a, Memorial HaU, 
Farringdon Street, London, E.G. 
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TETTENHALL COLLEGE, 

STAFFORDSHIRE. (Yla WolTephampton.) 
FREE CHURCH PUBLIC SCHOOL. 



Education (Commercial and Professional), Laboratories (Chemical and 
Physical), Workshops (Wood and Metal), Gymnasium and Swunming Bath. 

Hoadmaster-nl. H. HAYDON, M.A. 

Late Scholar of King's Coll., Camb., Oold Medallist of London Univ., with 
M.A. Degree in French and German. 



Britlsl) and yorelflti BlDle Societp 

PreMmt—TUE MARQUIS OF NORTHAMPTON. 

Among the Vice-Presidents are the Revs. Dr. Monbo Gibson, Dr. Oswald 
Dykes, Dr. Rioo, Dr. Pope, Dr. J. G. Rooebs, Dr. Faibbaibn, 
Dr. Gloveb, Dr. Alex. Maclaben, Dr. Mackennal, Dr. Gbiffith John, 
Dr. John G. Paton, J. Hudson Taylob, Sir Geoboe H. Chubb, 
J. Beyan Bbaithwaite, Esq., and Albebt Spiceb, Esq. 

Secretaries I Rev. J. H. Riteon, M.A., and Rev. A. Tayiory M.A. 

BIBLE HOUSE : 146, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, LONDON. 

Why BYangelical Free Charehmen Bhoold support the Society. 

1.— Because it is entirely Evangelical in its object and Catholic in its working. 
2.— Because it has publiished versions of the Bcripture by agents of the London 

Missionary Society in thirty-eight different languages. 
3.— Because the Wesleyan Missionary Societies of Great Britain and her Colonies 

draw on it for over forty versions. 
4.— Because the various Presbyterian Missions draw on it for over fifty versions. 
5.— Because it supplies the Baptist Mission stations on the Congo, in China, in 

Jamaica, and other parts of the field. 
6.— Because it g^ves substantial help to all the Missionary and Zenana Societies 

working among women in tne East. 
7.— Because it makesGrants of Scriptures to needy Sunday Schools, Benevolent 

InstitutiouB, Theological Colleges, Ac, Ac, In England and Wales. 

For fwrther mfcrvfMtion apply to the Secretaries, 



ADVEI«TlSEMENtS. 



OIiAPHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W. 

Chairman of Directors: Rev. D. J. WALLER, D.D., LL.D. 
Principal: Miss BTHBL M. TRBW. 

Atsisted by Ten Resident Mistresses, and also Visiting Masters and Mistresses. 

Pupils sucoessfully prepared for the Public Examinations. Splendid modem 

buildings, including Chemical and Physical Laboratory, &e. 



UNIVERSITY SCHOOL, SOUTHPORT. 

A Most Saooessfta Boarding School for Boys. 



T. ISHERWOOD, M.A., LL.D., D.C.L., F.R.S.E. 



SOUTHPORT MODERN SCHOOL, 

SCARISBRICK NEW ROAD. 

Highly successful Up-to-date Secondary School. Splendid Buildings. 
Good Organisation. Successful Besults. Numbers increased from 22 
to 175 under the present Headmastership. Healthy seaside town. 
principal: OAPT. underwood, A.O.P, 



W. J. GIBBS & CO., 

Clerical ana eeneral Callers, 

48, QRESHAM STREET, LONDON, E.C. (S»/tA5Fo#S,^^) 

W. J. GIBBS ft CO. supply a very large number of Free Churoh Ministers, 
Evangelists, and others. Fattems sent on application. Telephone 6306 Central. 



PREVENTION AND PROTECTION. 

LONDON YOUNG WOMEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION. 

Oflleee: 25 and 26, OBOROB 8TRBBT, HANOYBR SQUARB, W. 

PBBsmBNT— Miss MOBLEY. Treasurer— The LOBD EINNAIBD. 

Hon. Secretaries— The Hon. EBflLT EINNAIBD ; Miss EDITH DA8HW00D. 

Bankers— BARCLAY & COMPANY. Ltd., 1, Pall Mall East, S.W. 

The Work is carried on at ii6 Branches in London^ includinc; 5a Institutes 
and Homes, for several of which the Central Committee is flnancially responsible. 

Over 14,000 Younff Women and Qirls are in Membership, and upwards of 
30,000 are Benefited Annually. 

ALL CLASSES of Girls— those in Business Houses and Workrooms, in Service, 
in Bars and Factories— are reached by the operations of the Society, the aim being 
to help and beMend Girls exposed to the temptations and penis of city life. 

There are 34 DEPARTMENTS designed l>o meet the special needs of Girls, 
inolnding Park Mission, with a worker engaged in visiting the London Parks; 
Bestawrcmt Work, with a visitor for Bauwajr Station Bestaurants: Holiday 
Departmenti with. Seaside and Country Homes: Circulating Libraries, Educatiotuu 
ClasseSt Flower Mission^ Work amongst the Blmd and Deaf, dtc. 

5nbacri|itions and Donations In aid of the Qeneral Work will be thankfully 
received by the Secretary, H. KIDNBl^. 
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GEO. M. HAMMER & CO., LTD., 

Cburcb anb Scbool fumfebers, 
370, STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 

(Mannfttotoriei: BBRMOND8BY and GUILDFORD.) 

CHDRCHES. . . 

Seating, 
Ghoir Stalls, 
Gommunion Tables, 
Notice Boards, 
Decorations, 

Hymn Boards, 
Ac*, ftc«, fto« 




Desks, 

Gupboards, 

Blackboards, 
&c., &c«, &c« 
Estimates s:iven for Completely Furnishing 

CHURCHES AND SCHOOl^S. 




ILIiUSTSATBD CATALOOUBS POST FRBB. 



ADVERTISBMBNTS. 



S'Ae hymnal for 

P.S.A.'s, 

Y.II.C.A.'s, 
MISSIONS, 
O.A. SERVICES, 
C.E. MEETINOS, 

BIBLE CLASSES, 
QUILD MEETINQS, 

UNITED SERVICES, 

PRAYER MEETINCS, 

IS THE 

Free CDurcl) 
n^ission l)pninaL 



Universally used during the Simultaneous Mission, 1901. 
Contains a very choice collection of the best and most 
popular Hynms — ^including many copyright, and those 
simg by Gipsy Smith, Mr. W. R. Lane, and other 
Evangelists. 



The prices recommend it to aU: — 

White PapoF Ck>Yep - - 3/- per 100. 

Stiff Red Ck>Yep - - - - 6/- do. 

Stout Iiinen Ck>Yep - - - - 7/- do. 



SEND FOR SAMPLE-POST FREE. 



Clitic Books containing Words and Music in Tonic Sol-fa at 1/- 
wvvii ^^ ^^ ^1^^ ^^^ ^^^ Notation, at 1/-, 1/6, 2/-, and 2/6, 
# according to binding. 



THOMAS LAW, 

National Council of the Evangelical Free Churches, 

Memorial Hall, Dondon, E.C. 



ADVEKTiSBMENtS. 



ROYAL EXCHANBE ASSORANCE. 

INCORPORATED A.D. 1720. 

>^ 1 >^ 



FUNDS IN HAND ^^^^^m» ClilMS PAH) 




■xouD TlIWWWVTVVWW ■xoud 

£4,850,000. JEMiili £41,000,000. 



"RaYAL EXCHANGE, LONDON." 



>^ Chmui omo«j >^ 

FIR£S, LIFB, AC0IDBKT8, BUROIJLRY, 
BMPIiOYBRS' LIABILITY, 

MARINB, FIDBLITY OUARANTBBS. 



Write for full Prospectus to the Secretary, Head Office, Royal 
Exchange, London, E.C. 



The surgical AID SOCIETY 

Chief Offices: Salisbury Square, Fleet Street, E.G. 
Pa^on— HIS MAJESTY THE KING. 
President^The Ri^t Hon. the EARL OF ABERDEEN, O.CJI.O. ' 

THIS SOCIETY was established in 1862 to supply 

SPINAL SUPPORTS, LEG INSTRUMENTS, TRUSSES, 

ELASTIC STOCKINGS, ARTIFICIAL LIHBS, &c., 

and every other description of meohanical support to the poor, 

without limit as to looality or disease. Sinoe the oommenoe- 

ment of the Society it has supplied 

3S 7,001 APPlLilANCSS 

TO THE POOR. 
29,895 Appliances giYen in year ending 30th Sept., 1902. 

Animal SubBcrlption of IDs. 6d., or life Sabscription of Five Onineas, 
entitles to two RecommendationB per annum; the number of Letters 
inereasinff in proportion to tlie amount of contributions. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS and DONATIONS are earnestly solicited, and will 
be thankfully received by the Bankers, Messrs. Babci^ay & Co., Ltd., 
Lombard Street, or by the Secretary at the Office of the Society. 

RICHARD C. TRESIDDER, Secretary. 



ADV^RTISifcMBNtS. 



SPECIAL CHEAP EDITION. 

GIPSY SMITH 

HIS LIFE 

AND WORK. 

By Himself. 



Bound In Qotiu 

Sixteen nitistrations. 

Lafge Grown 8vo* 



Price: Two Shillings and Sixpence Ket. 

Also in Handsome Binding, Photogravare Frontispiece, &o., 
Price Six Shillings. 



opixtioxtfli OS" vxxb: 



Daily NewB.— '*A fascinating romance, a delicious artless love story; a 
powerful engine, subtle and irresistible for the defence of the direct 
revival effort ; an internal messenger to the individual conscience. . . . 
A more perfect piece of narrative has seldom appeared of late.*' 

BritiBh Weekly. — '' His story is set forth with fulness of detail and literary 
skill. . . . Every Free Churchman ought to have the book on his 
shelves." 

Westminster Qazette.— **A singularly readable and interesting book ... is 
full of good things." 

Christian Budget. — '* Full of romance, rich in anecdotes, a splendid record of 
revival work." 

Sbeflltid Independent. — "Full of incident and attraction; ... the genuine 
humanity and earnestness of the man is apparent on every page. It is 
handsomely produced, and contains many portraits." 



Pttblication Department, 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OP THE EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCHES, 

Memorial Hall, London, EX. 



AOVERTISEMENfS. 



firitish Equitable Assurance Company, 

QUEEN STREET PUCE, LONDON, EX. 



Alfred Henry Baynes, Esq. 
Pnm^ Flint Bebey, Esq., J. P. 
Alfred Conder, Esq.. P.R.I.B.A. 
William Henry Qover, Esq., LL.B. 



Directors. 

William Howse Oroeer, Esq., B.5c 



Montaftt Holmes, Esq., P. 5. 1. 
William Henry Mills, Esq. 
Themas Henry Wells, Esq. 



^liditors^Harry Maynard Carter, Esq., P.5.A.A. 

Arnold Pye-Smtth, Esq., J. P. 

James Henry Yoxall, Esq., M.P. 



WORLD-WIDE 

UNCONDITIONAL 

POLICIES. 



The Form of Policy adopted by the 
Company is free from all restrictions as 
to Foreign Travel and other Conditions. 

Whole Life Policies made payable in 
Lifetime without extra Premium by 
application of profits. 



IMMEDIA TE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS. 

SEPARATE USE POLICIES. 
Life Abstaiaers' Sectioa. Thrift Assttraace for Children. 

ACCUMULATED FUND • £1,806,865. 

PAID IN CLAIMS £2,696,275. 

JOHK wiuausom fairey, mtmi 



CDe 



METHODIST 
RECORDER 



HAS 



By far the Largest Sale 
off any Methodist Paper. 

Every Thursday, Illustrated, One Penny. 

OFFICES: 161, FLEET STBEET, LONDON. 



AbVtRtlSBlffiNT^. 



To 

Free Churchmen 



i^aoe 



you a localised magazine ? If not 
we ask you to give THE FREE 
CHURCHMAN your careful con- 
sideration. 



you 



can have THE FREE CHURCH- 
MAN at a very low rate, neatly 
folded ready for your local printer. 
Local title, matter, and advertise- 
ments can then be added. 

large number of Free Church 
Coimcils and Churches are localising 
THE FREE CHURCHMAN. Can 
we add your name to the list ? 

Magazines have become so popular 
that we need not emphasise how 
necessary it is for every Council and 
Church to have its own organ. 

secretaries desirous of having a 
Magazine for localising which sup- 
plies robust Free Church teaching 
throughout, cannot do better than 
to enquire for terms to the 

Publisher : Free Churchman, Memorial Hall, London, E.G. 



H 



Cocaiisea 



magazine 



ADVERTISEMEXTS. 



AsHviLLE College, Harrogate. 

BOYS* BOAKDING SCHOOL. 

Splendidly Equipped, Magnificent Situatian. 

Most Successful Results, 




Fees £45 under 12 years; £50 over 12 years, inclusive. 

Terms— JANUARY, MAY, mnd SERTBA4B£R. 

Tllufltfated Prospcf^Uis und flII rui ticulat^ft From L BOWICK, MA,. LL.D,,B^adTna*iter, 

or from Uik hecriiLary, lit.^v. .JOHN MOOHK^ 1l2, Bfxkar Sttiaet, NoliiughaJii. 



THOMAS BROWNE & COMPANY, 

BRITISH, POREIQN, ft COLONIAL ADVBRTISINQ CONTRACTORS, 

143 & 144, HOLBORN BARS, LONDON, E.G. 

(Next doob to PBUDBNTIAL OFFICES.) 

Adyertisements inserled in London Ocuette and all London and Provincial 
papers at office rates. 



Telegraphic Address: **OBBDIENOE, IiONDON." Telephone: 6154 CENTBAL. 

Personal attention flven to all business. Bstlnuitet free. 



ADVEHTISEMENTS. 



B 



THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
RBFBRBNCB DBPARTMBNT 



This book is under no otroumstanoes to be 
taken from the Building 



Soi jUt 2 t91f 
of 



BLIC 



Light. 

Groat 

Vlslbh 

Dlrocf 

Porm 

Intom- 

Choa 




ni»llomtacl de- 
bar %m AlwMys 
■« in price. 



TROUBU. 



B^ only efiaap 
bftrt oltMip in 
•-«l«. 



!**ofr the beet 

Be Kemington, 
oAixunond, etc, 
yantasres to be 
e else. 



HEAD OFFICE: 

Newcastle-oft-Tyne I 

LONDON DEPOT : 

9, Cheapside. 

MANCHESTER: 74, Market street. 

GLASGOW: 344, Sauchiehall Street. 

Also Leeds, Liverpool, Cardiff, Birmingham, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Dublin, ete. 



IM ■•■<■» «Js aW ahiit it 
PRICES: 

Jt8:8:0 



TO. 



itI3:I3:0 

I Caah or Instalmoiita. 



ADVERTISEMEXTS. 



j^LONDOW.x©. 

y^ild's temperance ^ofels 

^ (FIRST-CLASS) £td., 

30 to 40, LUDGATE HILL, E.G. 

Central for 
CHARING CROSS, 

CANNON STREET, 
. . and . . 
HOLBORN VIADUCT 
STATIONS 

for the 
CONTINENT 

ALBO AT 

70 A 71, EuBion SquBre. 



Close to 

Enston, Midland, 

. . and . . 

Great Northern Stations. 




HOME GOMFORT8. 



CLEANLINESS . . 

. . and QUIET. 




Central for Business op Pleasure. 




